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JOHN HANCOCK, a dittinsuUhed American Btatesman, was bom In 
the portion of Braintree, Massachusetts, now called Quincy, January 
12, 1737, and died there, October 8, 1793. He was the son of the Reyerend 
John Hancock of that town and inherited the business and fortune of his 
uncle, Thomas Hancock, in whose counting-room he was placed after his 
craduation at Harvard College. On one of his trips to England for his 
uncle, in 1760, he witnessed the coronation of George HI. At twenty-nine 
he was a member of the General Court of the ProTince, and from his social 
position and strong personal conrictions was early a person of much influ- 
ence among the lovers of liberty. In 1770 he made an eloquent address at 
the funeral of those slain in " the Boston Massacre," and in 1774 was 
president of the Provincial Congress. His arrest and that of Samuel 
Adams was one of the objects of the English expedition to Concord in 
April, 1775, and both men were excepted from the general pardon offered 
by General Gage in the following June. From 1776 to 1777 he sat in the 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia, and his bold, dashing signature 
stands prominently forth among those of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. He was governor of Massachusetts, 1780-1785, and again 
from 1787 until his death, the two years intervening between his governor- 
ships being passed in the Continental Congress. Hancock was a sincere 
patriot and thoroughly devoted to securing the liberty of the colonies. 
When Washington was ordered by Congress to destroy Boston if necesi 
sary in order to dislodge the English troops, Hancock, although the largest 
property owner in the city, expressed his entire willingness to have the 
proposition carried out if it would benefit the cause. 



ORATION ON THE BOSTON MASSACRE 

DELIVERED MARCH s, 1774 

MEN, BEETHEEN, FATHERS, AND FELLOW 
COUNTRYMEN,— The attentive gravity, the ven- 
erable appearance of this crowded audience; the 
dignity which I behold in the countenances of so many in this 
great assembly; the solemnity of the occasion upon which we 
have met together, joined to a consideration of the part I am 
to take in the important business of this day, fill me with an 
aire hitherto unknown, and heighten the sense which I hare 
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ever had, of my unworthiness to fill this sacred desk. But^ 
allured by the call of some of my respected fellow citizens, 
with whose request it is always my greatest pleasure to comply, 
I almost forgot my want of ability to perform what they 
required. 

In this situation I find my only support in aaBuring myself 
that a generous people will not severely censure what they 
know was well intended, though its want of merit should pre- 
vent their being able to applaud it And I pray that my 
sincere attachment to the interest of my country, and hearty 
detestation of every design formed against her liberties, may 
be admitted as some apology for my appearance in this place. 

I have always, from my earliest youth, rejoiced in the 
felicity of my fellow men; and have ever considered it as 
the indispensable duty of every member of society to pro- 
mote, as far as in him lies, the prosperity of every individual, 
but more especially of the community to which he belongs; 
and also, as a faithful subject of the state, to use his utmost 
endeavors to detect, and having detected, strenuously to oppose 
every traitorous plot which its enemies may devise for its 
destruction. Security to the persons and properties of the 
governed is so obviously the design and end of civil govern- 
ment that to attempt a logical proof of it would be like burn- 
ing tapers at noonday to assist the sun in enlightening the 
world; and it cannot be either virtuous or honorable to 
attempt to support a government of which this is not the 
great and principal basis; and it is to the last degree vicious 
and infamous to attempt to support a government which' 
manifestly tends to render the persons and properties of the 
governed insecure. 

Some boast of being friends to government; I am a fnend 
to righteous govenunent, to a government founded upon the 



ON THE BOSTON MASSACRE 



262» 



principles of reason and justice ; but I glory in publicly avow- 
ing my eternal enmity to tyranny. Is the present system, 
which the British administration have adopted for the govern- 
ment of the colonies, a righteous government — or is it tyr- 
anny? Here suffer me to ask (and would to heaven there 
could be an answer), what tenderness, what regard, respect 
or consideration has Great Britain shown, in their late trans- 
actions, for the security of the persons or properties of the 
inhabitants of the colonies? • Or rather what have they 
omitted doing to destroy that security? 

They have declared that they have ever had, and of right 
ought ever to have, full power to make laws of sufficient 
validity to bind the colonies in all cases whatever. They have 
exercised this pretended right by imposing a tax upon us with- 
out our consent; and lest we should show some reluctance 
at parting with our property her fleets and armies are sent 
to enforce their mad pretensions. 

The town of Boston, ever faithful to the British crown, 
has been invested by a British fleet the troops of George 
ni have crossed the wide Atlantic, not to engage an enemy, 
bujt; to assist a band of traitors in trampling on the rights and 
liberties of his most loyal subjects in America — those rights 
and liberties which, as a father, he ought ever to regard, and 
as a king he is bound in honor to defend from violation^ 
even at the risk of his own life. 

Let not the history of the illustrious house of Brunswick 
inform posterity that a king descended from that glorious 
monarch, George II, once sent his British subjects to con- 
quer and enslave his subjects in America. But be perpetual 
infamy entailed upon that villain who dared to advise his 
naaster to such execrable measures; for it was easy to foresee 
the consequences which so naturally followed upon sending 
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troops into America to enforce obedience to acts of the British 
Parliament which neither God nor man ever empowered them 
to make. It was reasonable to expect that troops who knew 
the errand they were sent upon would treat the people whom 
they were to subjugate with a cruelty and haughtiness which 
too often buries the honorable character of a soldier in the dis- 
graceful name of an unfeeling ruffian. The troops, upon their 
first arrival, took possession of our senate house and pointed 
their cannon against the judgment hall, and even continued 
them there whilst the supreme court of judicature for this 
province was actually sitting to decide upon the lives and for- 
tunes of the king^s subjects. Our streets nightly resounded 
with the noise of riot and debauchery; our peaceful citizens 
were hourly exposed to shameful insults^ and often felt the 
effects of their violence and outrage. 

But this was not all: as though they thought it not enough 
to violate our civil rights they endeavored to deprive us of 
the enjoyment of our religious privileges; to vitiate our morals, 
and thereby render us deserving of destruction. Hence the 
rude din of arms which broke in upon your solemn devo- 
tions in your temples on that day hallowed by heaven and 
set apart by God himself for his peculiar worship. Hence 
impious oaths and blasphemies so often tortured your unac- 
customed ear. Hence all the arts which idleness and luxury 
could invent were used to betray our youth of one sex into 
extravagance and effeminacy, and of the other, to infamy 
and ruin; and did they not succeed but too well? Did not 
a reverence for religion sensibly decay? Did not our infants 
almost learn to lisp out curses before they knew their horrid 
import? Did not our youth forget they were Americans, and 
regardless of the admonitions of the wise and aged servilely 
copy from their tyrants those vices which finally must over- 
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throw the empire of Great Britain? And must I be com- 
pelled to acknowledge that even the noblest, fairest part of 
the lower creation did not entirely escape the cursed snare? 
When virtue has once erected her throne within the female 
breast it is upon so solid a basis that nothing is able to expel 
the heavenly inhabitant. But have there not been some, few 
indeed, I hope, whose youth and inexperience have rendered 
them a prey to wretches whom, upon the least reflection, 
they would have despised and hated as foes to God and their 
country? I fear there have been some such unhappy in- 
stances, or why have I seen an honest father clothed with 
shame ; or why a virtuous mother drowned in tears ? 

But I forbear, and come reluctantly to the transactions 
of that dismal night when in such quick succession we felt 
the extremes of grief, astonishment and rage; when heaven 
in anger, for a dreadful moment, suffered hell to take the 
reins; when Satan with his chosen band opened the sluices of 
"New England's blood, and sacrilegiously polluted our land 
with the dead bodies of her guiltless sonsl 

Let this sad tale of death never be told without a tear: let 
not the heaving bosom cease to bum with a manly indigna- 
tion at the barbarous story through the long tracts of future 
time: let every parent tell the shameful story to his listen- 
ing children until tears of pity glisten in their eyes and boil- 
ing passions shake their tender frames; and whilst the anni- 
versary of that ill-fated night is kept a jubilee in the grim 
court of pandemonium, let all America join in one common 
prayer to heaven that the inhuman, unprovoked murders 
of the 5th of March, 1770, planned by Hillsborough and a 
knot of treacherous knaves in Boston, and executed by the 
cruel hand of Preston and his sanguinary coadjutors, may 
lever stand on history without a parallel. 
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But what, my countrymen, witUield the ready arm of 
vengeance from executing instant justice on the vile assassinB? 
Perhaps you feared promiscuous carnage might enaae, and 
that the innocent might share the fate of those who had per- 
formed the infernal deed. But were not all guilty? Were 
you not too tender of the lives of those who came to fix a 
yoke on your necks? But I must not too severely blame a 
fault which great souls only can conmiit. May that mag- 
nificence of spirit which scorns the low pursuits of malice, 
may that generous compassion which often preserves from 
ruin even a guilty villain, forever actuate the noble bosoma 
of Americans! 

But let not the miscreant host vainly imagine that we feared 
their arms. No; them we despised; we dread nothing but 
slavery. Death is the creature of a poltroon's brains; 'tis 
immortality to sacrifice ourselves for the salvation of our coun- 
try. We fear not death. That gloomy night, the palefaced 
moon, and the affrighted stars that hurried through the sky, 
can witness that we fear not death. Our hearts which, at the 
recollection, glow with rage that four revolving years have 
scarcely taught us to restrain, can witness that we fear not 
death ; and happy it is for those who dared to insult us that 
their naked bones are not now piled up an everlasting monu- 
ment of Massachusetts' bravery. 

But they retired, they fled, and in that flight they found 
their only safety. We then expected that the hand of public 
justice would soon inflict that punishment upon the muiv 
derers which by the laws of God and man they had incurred. 
But let the unbiassed pen of a Robertson, or perhaps of some 
equally famed American, conduct this trial before the ^eat 
tribunal of succeeding generations. And though the mur- 
derers may escape the just resentment of an enraged people; 
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though drowsy justice, intoxicated by the poisonous draught 
prepared for her cup, still nods upon her rotten seat, yet be 
assured such complicated crimes will meet their due reward. 
Tell me, ye bloody butchers! ye villains high and lowl ye 
wretches who contrived as well as you who executed the 
inhuman deed! do you not feel the goads and stings of con- 
scious guilt pierce through your savage bosoms? Though 
some of you may think yourselves exalted to a height that 
bids defiance to human justice; and others shroud yourselves 
beneath the mask of hypocrisy, and build your hopes of safety 
on the low arts of cunning, chicanery, and falsehood ; yet do 
you not sometimes feel the gnawings of that worm which 
never dies? Do not the injured shades of Maverick, Gray, 
Caldwell, Attucks, and Oarr, attend you in your solitary 
walks; arrest you even in the midst of your debaucheries, 
and fill even your dreams with terror ? But if the unappeased 
manes of the dead should not disturb their murderers, yet 
surely even your obdurate hearts must shrink, and your 
guilty blood must chiD within your rigid veins, when you 
behold the miserable Monk, the wretched victim of your 
savage cruelty. Observe his tottering knees, which scarce 
sustain his wasted body ; look on his haggard eyes ; mark well 
the death-like paleness on his fallen cheek, and tell me, does 
not the sight plant daggers in your souls? Unhappy Monkl 
cut off, in the gay mom of manhood, from all the jo]w which 
Bweeten life, doomed to drag on a pitiful existence withotit 
even a hope to taste the pleasures of returning health 1 Yet 
Monk, thou livest not in vain ; thou liveat a warning to thy 
country, which sympathizes with thee in thy sufferings ; thou 
livest an affecting, an alarming instance of the unbounded 
violence which lust of power, assisted by a standing army, 
ca& le«d a traitor to conuoit. 
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For T18 lie bled and now languishes. The wounds by 
which he is tortured to a lingering death were aimed at our 
country I Surely the meek-eyed charity can never behold 
such sufferings with indifference. Nor can her lenient hand 
forbear to pour oil and wine into these wounds, and to assuage, 
at least, what it cannot heal. 

Patriotism is ever united with humanity and compassion. 
This noble affection which impels us to sacrifice eyerything 
dear, even life itself, to our country, involves in it a com- 
mon sympathy and tenderness for every citizen, and must ever 
have a particular feeling for one who suffers in a public cause. 
Thoroughly persuaded of this, I need not add a word to engage 
your compassion and bounty towards a fellow citizen who, 
with long protracted anguish, falls a victim to the relentless 
rage of our common enemies. 

Ye dark designing knaves, ye murderers, parricides I how 
dare you tread upon the earth which has drank in the blood 
of slaughtered innocents, shed by your wicked hands? How 
dare you breathe that air which wafted to the ear of heaven 
the groans of those who fell a sacrifice to your accursed ambi- 
tion? But if the laboring earth doth not expand her jaws; 
if the air you breathe is not commissioned to be the minister 
of death; yet, hear it and tremble 1 The eye of heaven pen- 
etrates the darkest chambers of the soul, traces the leading clue 
through all the labyrinths which your industrious folly has 
devised ; and you, however you may have screened yourselves 
from human eyes, must be arraigned, must lift your hands, 
red with the blood of those whose death you have procured| 
ftt the tremendous bar of God I 

But I gladly quit the gloomy theme of deatK and leavf 
you to improve the thought of that important day whett 
our naked souls must stand before that Being from wiiem 
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nothing can be hid. I would not dwell too long upon the 
horrid effects which have already followed from quartering 
regular troops in this town. Let our misfortunes teach posr 
terity to guard against such evils for the future. Standing 
armies are sometimes (I would by no means say generally, 
much less universally) composed of persons who have ren- 
dered themselves unfit to live in civil society; who have no 
other motives of conduct than those which a desire of the 
present gratification of their passions suggests; who have no 
property in any country; men who have given up their own 
liberties and envy those who enjoy liberty; who are equally 
indifferent to the glory of a George or a Louis; who, for the 
addition of one penny a day to their wages would desert from 
the Christian cross and fight under the crescent of the Turk- 
ish sultan. 

From such men as these what has not a state to fear? 
With such as these usurping Csesar passed the Rubicon ; with 
such as these he humbled mighty Rome and forced the 
mistress of the world to own a master in a traitor. These are 
the men whom sceptred robbers now employ to frustrate 
the designs of God and render vain the bounties which his 
gracious hand pours indiscriminately upon his creatures. By 
these the miserable slaves in Turkey, Persia, and many other 
extensive countries are rendered truly wretched, though their 
air is salubrious and their soil luxuriously fertile. By these, 
France and Spain, though blessed by nature with all that 
administers to the convenience of life, have been reduced to 
that contemptible state in which they now appear; and by these, 
Britain — ^but if I was possessed of the gift of prophecy I 
dare not, except by divine command, unfold the leaves on 
which the destiny of that once powerful kingdom is inscribed. 

But since standing armies are so hurtful to a state, perhaps 
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my countryinen may demand some substitute, some other 
Q^tdcuis of Fendering us secure against the incursions of a for- 
eign enemy. But can you be one moment at a Ices? Will 
not a well-Kiisciplined militia afiord you ample security against 
foreign foes? We want not courage; it is discipline alcHie 
in which we are exceeded by the most formidable troops that 
ever trod the earth. Surely our hearts Aatter no more at the 
scmnd of war than did those of the immortal band of Persiay 
the Macedonian phalanx, the inyincible Koman legions, the 
Turkish janissaries, the gens d'armes of France, or the well- 
known grenadiers of Britain. 

A well-disciplined militia is a safe, an honorable guard to 
a community like this, whose inhabitants are by nature brave, 
and are laudably tenacious of that freedom in which they were 
bom. From a well-regulated militia we have nothing to 
fear; their interest is the same with that of the state. When 
a country is invaded, the militia are ready to appear in its 
defence; they march into the field with that fortitude which 
a consciousness of the justice of their cause inspires; they 
do not jeopard their lives for a master who comdders them 
only as the instruments of his ambition, and wh<»n they regard 
only as the daily dispenser of tiie scanty pittance of bread and 
water. 

No, they fight for their houses, their lands, for their wives^ 
their children, for all who claim the tenderest names, and 
are held dearest in their hearts; they fight pro ari$ it focU^ 
for thor liberty, and for themselves, and for their God. And 
let it not offend if I say tiiat no militia ever appeared in 
more flooxishing condition than that of this province new 
doth; and pardon me if I say, of this town in particular. I 
mean not to boast; I would not excite envy, but numly; 
emulation. 
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We liave all one eommon cause; let it, therefore, be our 
OEilj coatert who aball most eonlsibtite to the security of ii^ 
UibertieB of America. Ajid may the Bame kmd Providence 
which baa "watched OTcr this cotmtry from her isf airt etatd 
Btill enable ns to defeat our enfemicB. 

I cannot here f ori>ear noticing the signal manner in which 
the designs of those who wish not well to ns have been 
discovered. The dark deeds of a treacherons cabal have been 
bron^t to puMic view. Yon now know the serpents who, 
whilst cheririied in ycFor boscnns, were darting their envenomed 
stings into the vitals of the constitntion. 

But 1i»e repreeentatives of the people have feed a mark 
0*1 these ungrateful monsters, which, though it may not make 
tliem eo secure as Cain of old, yet renders them at least as 
inf amous. Indeed, it would be affrontive to the tutelar deity 
of this country even to despair of saving it from all the 
snares which hmnan policy «Bn lay. 

True it is that the British ministry have annexed a salary 
to the office of the governor of this province, to be paid out 
of a revenue raised in America without our consent- They 
have attempted to render our courts of justiee the instruments 
of extending the authority of acts of the British Ptopliament 
over this colony, by making the judges dependent on the 
British administration for their support. But this people 
will never be enslaved with their eyes op^. The moment 
they knew that the governor was not ouch a governor as the 
charter of the province points out, he lost his power of hurting 
tliem. They w&n alarmed ; they suspected him, have guarded 
against him, and be has found that a wise and a biave people^ 
uprisen they know their danger, are fndtful in expedients to 
Mcape it 

The ooorts of judicature, also, 00 far lost 3ieir dignity, by 
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being supposed to be under an undue influence^ that our 
representatives thought it absolutely necessary to resolve that 
they were bound to declare that they would not receive any 
other salary besides that which the General Court should 
grant them ; and if they did not make this declaration^ that 
it would be the duty of the House to impeach them* 

Great expectations were also formed from the artful scheme 
of allowing the East India Company to export tea to America 
upon their own account. This certainly^ had it succeeded, 
would have effected the purpose of the contrivers and gratified 
the most sanguine wishes of our adversaries. We soon should 
have found our trade in the hands of foreigners^ and taxes 
imposed on everything which we consumed; nor woixld it 
have been strange if in a few years a company in London 
should have purchased an exclusive right of trading to 
America. 

But their plot was soon discovered. The people soon were 
aware of the poison which, with so much craft and subtilty, 
had been concealed. Loss and disgrace ensued: and, perhaps 
this long-concerted masterpiece of policy may issue in the 
total disuse of tea in this country, which will eventually ba 
the saving of the lives and the estates of thousands. 

Yet while we rejoice that the adversary has not hitherto 
prevailed against us, let us by no means put off the harness. 
Bestless malice and disappointed ambition will still suggest 
new measures to our inveterate enemies. Therefore let us 
also be ready to take the field whenever danger calls; let us 
be united and strengthen the hands of each other by promoting 
a general imion among us. Much has been done by the com- 
mittees of correspondence for this and the other towns of this 
province toward uniting the inhabitants; let them still go on 
and prosper. Much has been done by the committees of oot^ 
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respondence, for the houses of assembly, in this and our 
sister colonies, for uniting tie inhabitants of the whole con- 
tinent for the security of their common interest. May suc- 
cess ever attend their generous endeavors. 

But permit me here to suggest a general congress of depu- 
ties from the several houses of assembly on the continent 
as the most effectual method of establishing such an imion 
as the present posture of our affairs require. 

At such a congress a firm foundation may be laid for the 
security of our rights and liberties; a system may be formed 
for our common safety, by a strict adherence to which we 
shall be able to frustrate any attempts to overthrow our con- 
stitution; restore peace and harmony to America, and secure 
honor and wealth to Great Britain, even against the inclina- 
tions of her ministers, whose duty it is to study her welfare; 
and we shall also free ourselves from those unmannerly pil- 
lagers who impudently tell us that they are licensed by an 
act of the British Parliament to thrust their dirty hands into 
the pockets of every American. But I trust the happy time 
will come when, with the besom of destruction, those noxious 
vermin will be swept forever from the streets of Boston. 

Surely you never will tamely suffer this country to be a 
den of thieves. Remember, my friends, from whom you 
sprang. Let not a meanness of spirit unknown to those 
whom you boast of as your fathers excite a thought to the 
dishonor of your mothers. I conjure you by all that is 
dear, by all that is honorable, by all that is sacred, not only 
that ye pray, but that ye act ; that, if necessary, ye fight, and 
even die, for the prosperity of our Jerusalem. Break in sun- 
der, with noble disdain, the bonds with which the Philistines 
have bound you. Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed, by the 
soft arts of luxury and effeminacy, into the pit digged for 
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jour dBstraction. Despise the glare of wealth. Thst people 
^liopaj greater respect to a wealthy villain than to an boiie(rt> 
upright man in poverty, almost deserve to be enslaved; they 
plainly show that wealth, however it may be Bxsqnired, is, 
in their esteem, to be preferred to virtue. 

But I thank God that America abcnmds in men who are 
superior to all temptation ; whom nothing «an divert from a 
steady pursuit of the interest of their country; who «e at 
once its ornament and safeguard. And sure I am I should 
not incur your displeasure if I paid a respect, bo justly due to 
their much honored characters, in this place. But when I 
name an Adams, such a numerous host of fellow patriots rush 
upon my mind that I fear it would take up too nmch of yo^ur 
time should I attempt to call over the iilustriouB roll. 

But your grateful hearts will point you to the men; and 
their revered names in all succeeding times shall giaoe the 
annals of America. From them let us, my friends^ take 
example; from them let us catch the divine enthusiasm; and 
feel, each for himself, the god-like pleasure of diffusing hap- 
piness on all around us ; of delivering the oppressed from 
the iron grasp of tyranny ; of changing the hoarse complaints 
and bitter moans of wretched slaves into those cheerful songs 
which freedom and contentment must inspire. 

There is a heartfelt satisfaction in reflecting on our exer- 
tions for the public weal which all the sufferings an enraged 
tyrant can inflict will never take away; which the ingratititde 
and reproaches of those whom we have saved from ruin can- 
not rob us of. The virtuous asserter of the rights of mankind 
merits a reward which even a want of success in bis endeavora 
to save his country, the heaviest misfortune which can befall 
a genuine patriot, cannot entirely prevent him from receiving. 
^ I have the most animating confidence that the present nobl0 
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struggle for liberty will terminate gloriously for America. 
And let us play the man for our God, and for the cities of 
our God; while we are using; the meams in our power, let us 
humbly commit our righteous cause to tiie great Lord of the 
uniyerse, who loveth righteouisness and hateth iniquity. And 
having secured the approbation of our hearts, by a faithful 
and unwearied ^scharge of our duty to our country, let us 
joyfully leave our concerns in. the handa of him who laisetk 
up and putteth down the empires and kingdoms of the world 
as he pleases; and with cheerful submission to his sovereign: 
will devoutly say, ^^ Aldiough the fig-tree shall not blossom^ 
neither shall fruit be in the viaies-; the labor of the olive shall 
fail, and the field shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off 
isom the fdd^ and there shall? be no herd! in the stalls; ye* 
we will sejoice- ia ike> Lad,, we will joy m tia» GteA of our 
ialvatioQ.^'^ 
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THOMAS PAINB, a celebrated political and deiBtical writer, bom at 
Tbetiord, England, January 29, 1737, was the son of a staymaker and 
learned his father's trade, at which he worked in seyeral English towns. 
For a number of years he led a yaried life as exciseman, preacher, and 
staymaker by turns. About 1771 he was chosen by the excisemen as the 
exponent of their especial grieyances and issued a pamphlet entitled " The 
Case of the Officers of the Excise," a work which seems to have brought 
him to the notice of Franklin, then in London. He emigrated to America, by 
Franklin's advice, in 1774, and was for a time editor of the "Pennsylvania 
Magazine." In March, 1775, he published in this periodical an article on 
"African Slavery in America," which is thought to have hastened the 
forming of the first American Anti-Slavery Society in the April following. 
In January, 1776, his famous political pamphlet " C!ommon Sense " was 
published, which embodied the first unqualified presentation of the idea 
of American independence. The book had an immediate and startling 
success, and brought its author into view as one of the very noteworthy 
factors in the progress of events. In subsequent years he rendered much 
valuable service to America, which he quitted in 1787 for France, where 
he published his " Rights of Man " in answer to Burke. His popularity in 
France soon equalled his American fame and he was rewarded by citizen- 
ship in that country and a seat in the National Assembly as member for 
Calais. He sided with the Girondists and opposed the execution of the 
King, but his moderate counsels resulted in his imprisonment and narrow 
escape from the guillotine. After a year in prison he was released in 
November, 1794, at the request of James Monroe, the United States minister 
TO France, and in his family Paine remained a« a guest for two years. 
During his imprisonment (1793) Patne wrote " The Age of Reason," which 
considerably diminished his popularity in the United States. By the Feder- 
alists and by the religious element generally he waa practically ostracised 
on account of his religious views as expressed in " The Age of Reason.'* 
For two years he lived neglected by his former admirers and died 
at New Rochelle, New York, June 8. 1809. Ten years later his remains 
were taken to England by Cobbett. His complete works have been edited 
by M. D. Conway (1896), whose " Life " of Paine (1892) is by far the best 
account of him. 

SPEECH IN THE FRENCH NATIONAL CONVENTION 

DELIVERED JULY 7. Z795 

[On the motion of Lanthenas, '' That permission be granted to Thomas 
Paine to deliver his sentiments on the declaration of rights and the con- 
stitution," Thomas Paine ascended the tribune; and no opposition being 
made to the motion, one of the secretaries, who stood by Mr. Paine, read 
his speech.] 

(2642) 
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CITIZENS,— The effects of a malignant fever with 
which I was afflicted during a rigorous confinement 
in the Luxembourg have thus long prevented me 
from attending at my post in the bosom of the convention, 
and the magnitude of the subject under discussion, and no 
other consideration on earth, could induce me now to repair 
to my station. 

A recurrence to the vicissitudes I have experienced, and 
the critical situations in which I have been placed in conse- 
quence of the French revolution, will throw upon what I 
now propose to submit to the convention the most unequivocal 
proofs of my integrity and the rectitude of those principles 
which have unifonnly influenced my conduct. 

In England I was proscribed for having vindicated the 
French revolution, and I have suffered a rigorous imprison- 
ment in France for having pursued a similar mode of 
conduct. During the reign of terrorism I was a close pris- 
oner for eight long months, and remained so above three 
months after the era of the 10th Thermidor. I ought, 
however, to state that I was not persecuted by the people 
either of England or France. The proceedings in both coun- 
tries were the effects of the despotism existing in their 
retpective governments. But, even if my persecution had 
originated in the people at large, my principles and conduct 
would still have remained the same. Principles which are 
influenced and subject to the control of tyranny hav© not 
their foundation in the heart. 

A few days ago I transmitted to you, by the ordinary 
Hiode of distribution, a short treatise entitled " Dissertation 
on the First Principles of Government." This little work 
I did intend to have dedicated to the people of Holland, who, 
•bout the time I began to write it^ were determined to accom- 
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pli&h a revolution in their government, rather than to the 
people of France^ who had long before effected that glorious 
object. But there are, in the constitution which is about 
to be ratified by the convention, certain articles, and in the 
report which preceded it certain points, so repugnant to rea« 
son and incompatible with the true principles of liberty as 
to render this treatise, drawn up for another purpose, applica* 
ble to the present occasion, and under this impression I 
presumed to submit it to your consideration. 

If there be faults in the constitution it were better to 
expunge them now than to abide the event of their mia- 
chievous tendency; for certain it is that the plan of the 
constitution which has been presented to you is not consistent 
with the grand object of the revolution, nor congenial to the 
sentiments of the individuals who accomplished it 

To deprive half the people in a nation of their rights as 
citizens is an easy matter in theory or on paper, but it is a 
most dangerous experiment and rarely practicable in the 
execution. 

I shall now proceed to the observations I have to offar oq 
this important subject; and I pledge myself that they shall be 
neither numerous nor diffusive. 

In my apprehension a constitution embraces two disdnet 
parts or objects, the principle and the practice ; and it ia not 
only an essential but an indispensable provision that the 
practice should emanate from and accord with the principle. 
Now I maintain that the converse of tlus proposition is the 
case in the plan of the constitution under discussion. The 
first article, for instance, of the political state of citizras 
(vide Title II of the Constitution) says: 

^^ Every man bom and resident of France, who, being 
twenty-one years of age, has inscribed his name on the civio 
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register of his canton, and who has lived afterward one year 
on the territory of the republic, and who pays any direct 
contribution whatsoever, real or personal, is a French citizen." 

I might ask here, if those only who come under 4he above 
description are to be considered as citizens, what designation 
do you mean to give the rest of the people? I allude to that 
portion of the people on whom the principal part of the labor 
falls, and on whom the weight of indirect taxation will in the 
event chiefly press. In the structure of the social fabric, 
this class of people are infinitely superior to that privileged 
order whoso only qualification is their wealth or territorial 
possessions. For what is trade without merchants? What 
is land without cultivation? And what is the produce of the 
land without manufactures? But to return to the subject. 

In the first place, this article is incompatible with the three 
first articles of the declaration of rights, which precede the 
constitution act. 

The first article of the declaration of rights says: 

" The end of society is the public good; and the institution 
of government is to secure to every individual the enjoyment 
of his rights." 

But the article of the constitution to which I have just 
adverted proposes as the object of society, not the public 
good, or in other words, the good of all, but a partial good, or 
the good only of a few ; and the constitution provides solely 
for the rights of this few to the exclusion of the many. 

The seccmd article of the declaration of rights says: 

" The rights of man in society are liberty, equality, and 
security of his person and property." 

But the article alluded to in the constitution has a direct 
tendency to establish the converse of this position, inasmucTi 
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as the persons excluded by this inequality oan neither be said 
to possess liberty nor security against oppression. They are 
consigned totally to the caprice and tyranny of the rest. 
The third article of the declaration of rights says: 

^^ Liberty consists in such acts of volition as are not inju- 
rious to othera." 

But the article of the constitution on which I have 
observed breaks down this barrier. It enables the liberty of 
one part of society to destroy the freedom of the other. 
' Having thus pointed out the inconsistency of this article to 
the declaration of rights I shall proceed to comment on that 
part of the same article which makes a direct contribution a 
necessary qualification to the right of citizenship. 

A modem refinement on the object of public revenue hafl 
divided the taxes or contributions into two classes^ the direct 
and the indirect, without being able to define precisely the 
distinction or difference between them, because the effect of 
both is the sama 

Those are designated indirect taxes which fall upon the 
consumers of certain articles on which the tax is imposed, 
because, the tax being included in the price, the consumer 
pays it without taking notice of it. 

The same observation is applicable to the territorial tax. 
The land proprietors, in order to reimburse themselves, will 
rack-rent their tenants: the farmer, of course, will transfer 
the obligation to the miller by enhancing the price of grain; 
the miller to the baker, by increasing the price of flour; 
and the baker to the consumer, by raising the price of bread. 
The territorial tax, therefore, though called direct^ is in its 
consequences indirect. 

To this tax the land proprietor contributes only in propor- 
tion to the quantity of bread and other provisions that are 
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consumed in his own family. The deficit is f umiahed by the 
great mass of the oommunily, which comprehends every 
individual of the nation. 

From the Ic^cal distinction between the direct and indirect 
taxation, some emolument may result, I allow, to auditors of 
public accounts, etc.> but to the people at large I deny that 
•uch a distinction (which by the way is without a difference) 
can be productive of any practical benefit. It ought not, 
therefore, to be admitted as a principle in the constitution. 

Besides this objection, the provision in question does not 
affect to define, secure, or establish the right of citizenship. 
It consigns to the caprice or discretion of the legislature the 
power of pronouncing who shall, or shall not, exercise the 
functions of a citizen ; and this may be done effectually, either 
by the imposition of a direct or indirect tax, according to the 
selfish views of the legislators, or by the mode of collecting 
the taxes so imposed. 

Neither a tenant who occupies an extensive farm, nor a 
merchant or manufacturer, who may have embarked a large 
capital in their respective pursuits, can ever, according to this 
lystem, attain the pre-emption of a citizen. On the other 
hand, any upstart who has by succession or management got 
poflMSsion of a few acres of land, or a miserable tenement, 
may exultingly exercise the functions of a citizen, although 
perhaps neither possesses a hundredth part of the worth of 
property of a simple mechanic, nor contributes in any pro- 
portion to the exigencies of the state. 

The contempt in which the old government held mercantile 
pursuits, and the obloquy that attached on merchants and 
manufacturers, contributed not a little to its embarrassments 
and its eventual subversion; and, strange to tell, though the 
mischiefs arising from this mode of conduct are so obviouS| 
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yet an article is proposed for your adoption which has a 
manifest tendency to restore a defect inherent in the 
monarchy. 

I shall now proceed to the second article of the same title^ 
with which I shall conclude my remarks. 

The second article says : 

^^ Every French soldier who shall have served one or more 
campaigns in the cause of liberty is deemed a citizen of the 
republic without any respect or reference to other qualifi- 
cations." 

It should seem that in this article the committee were 
desirous of extricating themselves from a dilemma into which 
they had been plunged by the preceding article. TVhen men 
depart from an established principle they are compelled to 
resort to trick and subterfuge, always shifting their means to 
preserve the unity of their objects; and as it rarely happens 
that the first expedient makes amends for the prostitution of 
principle, they must call in aid a second of a more flagrant 
nature to supply the deficiency of the former. In this man- 
ner legislators go on accumulating error upon error, and 
artifice upon artifice, \mtil the mass becomes so bulky and 
incongruous, and their embarrassment so desperate, that they 
are compelled, as thdlr last expedient, to resort to the very 
principle they had violated. The committee were precisely 
in this predicament when they framed this article; and to 
me, I confess, their conduct appears specious lither than 
efficacious. 

It was not for himself alone, but for his &mily, that the 
French citizen at the dawn of the revolution (for then indeed 
every man was considered a citizen) marched soldiei^like to 
the frontiers and repelled a foreign invasion. He had it not 
in his contemplation that he should enjoy liberty for tho 
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of liis earthly career, and by liis own act preclude 
his offspring from that inestiinable blessing. Not He 
wished to leave it as an inheritance to his children, and that 
ihey also might hand it down to their latest posterity. If a 
JFrenchman who united in his person the character of a soldier 
iand a citizen was now to return from the army to his peace- 
ful habitation, he must address his family in this manner: 
^' Sorry I am that I cannot leave to you a small portion of 
what I have acquired by exposing my person to the ferocity 
of our enemies and defeating their machinations. I have 
Iielped to establish the republic, and, painful the reflection, 
all the laurels which I have won in the field are blasted, and 
all the privileges to which my exertions have entitled me 
extend not beyond the period of my own existence 1 '' Thus 
the measure that has been adopted by way of subterfuge falls 
abort of what the framers of it speculated upon; for in con- 
ciliating the affections of the soldier they have subjected the 
father to the most pungent sensations by obliging him to 
adopt a generation of slaves. 

Citizens, a great deal has been urged respecting insurrec- 
tions. I am confident that no man has a greater abhorrence 
of them than myself, and I am sorry that any insinuations 
should have been thrown out against me as a promoter of 
violence of any kind. The whole tenor of my life and con- 
versation gives the lie to those calumnies and proves me to 
be a friend to order, truth, and justice. 

I hope you will attribute this effusion of my sentiments to 
my anxiely for the honor and success of the revolution. I 
Iiave no interest distinct from that which has a tendency 
lo meliorate the condition of mankind. The revolution, as 
far as it respects myself, has been productive of more loss 
imd persecution than it is possible for me to describe or 
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for you to indemnify. But with respect to the subject 
under consideration I could not refrain from declaring my^ 
sentiments. 

In my opinion, if you subvert the basis of the revolution, 
if you dispense with principles and substitute expedients, 
you will extinguish that enthusiasm and energy which have 
hitherto been the life and sold of the revolution; and you 
will substitute in its place nothing but a cold indifference 
and self-interest which will again degenerate into intrigue, 
cunning, and effeminacy. 

But to discard all considerations of a personal and subordi- 
nate nature, it is essential to the well-being of the republic 
that the practical or organic part of the constitution should 
correspond with its principles; and as this does not appear to 
be the case in the plan that has been presented to you it is 
absolutely necessary that it should be submitted to the revision 
of a committee who should be instructed to compare it with 
the declaration of rights, in order to ascertain the difference 
between the two and to make such alterations as shall render 
them perfectly consistent and compatible with each other. 
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JOHN RTTTLBDGB, an American statesman, was bom In Charleston/ 
South Carolina, in 1739. He was the son of a wealthy physician of that 
city and was sent to London to study law at the Middle Temple. Returning 
to Charleston in 1761, he soon acquired an excellent professional reputa- 
tion and took an active interest in public affairs. He was a member of the 
Stamp Act Congress called by Massachusetts in 1765 to meet in New York, 
In which he defended the principle of colonial union and urged resistance 
to English oppression. In the South Carolina convention of 1774 he urged 
making common cause with Massachusetts and was subsequently a mem- 
ber of the first Continental Congress from his province, at which time 
Patrick Henry pronounced him *' by far the greatest orator in that body." 
He was chosen governor ot South Carolina and commander-in-chief of its 
military forces In 1779, and at the close of the struggle with the mother 
country he again sat in Congress and was one of the framers of the 
federal constitution. He was chief justice of his State in 1795, and was 
appointed chief justice of the United States Supreme Court in the same 
year, but the Senate refused to confirm the appointment. This circum- 
stance hastened the development of a mental disease which had already 
been somewhat manifest, and, returning to private life, he died In his 
native city, July 18, 1800. 

SPEECH TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

[Governor Rutledge delivered the following speech to the General Assem- 
bly of South Carolina, met at Jacksonburgh, in that State, on Friday, the 
eighteenth day of January, 1782. It evinces his unwearied zeal and atten- 
tion to the interests of the colonies, and presents a vivid picture of the 
perfidy, rapine, and cruelty which distinguished the British arms in the 
southern campaign.] 

HONOEABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE; 
ME. SPEAKEE AND GENTLEMEN OF THE 
HOUSE OF EEPEESENTATIVES,— Since the 
last meeting of a general assembly the good people of this 
State have not only felt the common calamities of war, but 
from the wanton and savage manner in which it has been 
prosecuted they have experienced such severities as are un- 
practised and will scarcely be credited by civilized nations. 
The enemy unable to make any impression on the northern 
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States, tHe num'Ber oi wHoee inKabitants and the strength of 
whose country had baffled their repeated efforts, turned their 
views towards the southern, which a diflPerence of circum- 
stances afforded some expectation of conquering, or at least 
of greatly distressing. After' a long resistance the reduction 
ioi Oharleston was efiected by l4ie vast superiority of force 
with which it had been besieged. The loss of that garrison, 
as it consisted of the Continental troops of Virginia and the 
Oarolinas, and of a number of militia, facilitated the enemy's 
march into the country and their establishment of «trong 
posts in the upper and interior parts of it, and the unf avoir- 
able issue of the action near Camden induced them vainly 
to imagine that no other army could be collected which they 
might not easily defeat 

The militia, commanded by the Brigadiers Sumter and 
Marion, whose enterprising spirit and unremitting persever- 
ance under many difficulties are deserving of great applause, 
harassed and often defeated large parties; but the numbers 
of those militia were too few to contend eflfectually with the 
collected strength of the enemy. 

Kegardless, therefore, of the sacred ties of honor, destitute 
of the feelings of humanity, and determined to extinguish, if 
possible, every spark of freedom in this country; they, with 
the insolent pride of conquerors, gave unbounded scqpe ito 
the exercises of their tyrannical disposition, infringed their 
public engagements, and violated the most solemn capitula- 
tions. Many of our worthiest citizens were, without cauoe, 
long and closely confined, some on board of prison ships, tnad 
fr&ers in the town and castle of St. Augustine, their proper- 
ties disposed of at Ifce ivill and tsaprice of the enemy, and 
their families sent to different and distant parts of the com- 
tinent without the means of support. Many iw^ho had sup- 
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Tttodered as priaoneiB of war were killed in cold blood; several 
suffered death in the most ignominious manner, and others 
were delivered up to savages and pat to tortures nnder which 
they expired* Thns, the lives, lijberties,. and prq;>erties of the 
people w^e d^endent solely on the pleasure of British 
offioera^ who deprived them of either or all on the most friv- 
olous pretences. Indians, slaves^ and a desperate banditti of 
the most profligate characters were caressed and employed 
by the enemy to eaeeute their infamous purposes; devasta- 
tion and ruin marked their progress and that of their adher- 
ents, nor were their violeuces restrained by the charms or 
influence of beauty aoid innocence; even the fair sex, whom 
it is the duty of aU, and the pleasure and pride ef the brave 
to protect^ they and their tender ofiEspring were victims to 
the inveterate malice of an unrelenting foe; neither the tears 
of mothers nor the cries of infants could excite in their breasts 
pity or compassion; not only the peaceful habitation of the 
widow, the aged, and the infirm^ but the holy temples of 
the Most High were consumed, in flames kindled by their 
sacnlegioua hands. They have tarnished the glory of the 
British amss, diegraced the profession of a soldier, and fixed 
indelible stigmas of rapine, cruelty, perfidy, and prof aneness 
on the British name. 

But I can now congratulate you, and I do most cordially 
on the pleasing change of affairs which, under the blessing 
of God,, the wisdom,, prudence, address, and bravery of the 
great and gallant General Greene, and the intrepidily of the 
officQia and. men under his conmiand, have happily efiected. 
A general who is justly entitled from his many signal ser- 
vices to. honorable and singular marks of your approbation 
and gratitude, his successes have/ been more rapid and ooin^ 
plete than the most sanguine could have expected; the enemy^ 
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compelled to surrender or evacuate every post which they ^ 
held in the country, frequently defeated and driven from 
place to place, are obliged to seek refuge under the walls of 
Charleston and on islands in its vicinity. We have now the 
full and absolute possession of every other part of the State^ 
and the legislative, executive, and judicial powers are in the 
free exercise of their respective authorities. 

I also most heartily congratulate you on the glorious vic- 
tory obtained by the combined forces of America and France 
over their common enemy; when the very general who was 
second in command at the reduction of Charleston, and to 
whose boasted prowess and highly extolled abilities the con- 
quest of no less than three States had been arrogantly com- 
mitted, was speedily compelled to accept of the same morti- 
fying terms which had been imposed on that brave but unf or- 
tirnate garrison; to surrender an army of many thousand 
regulars, and to abandon his wretched followers, whom he 
had artfully seduced from their allegiance by specious prom- 
i«es of protection which he could never have hoped to fulfil, 
to the justice or mercy of their country : on the naval supe^ 
riority established by the illustrious ally of the United States 
— a superiority in itself so decided, and in its consequences 
so extensive, as must inevitably soon oblige the enemy to yield 
to us the only post which they occupy in this State: and on 
the reiterated proofs of the sincerest friendship, and on the 
great support which America has received from that powerful 
monarch — a monarch whose magnanimity is universally 
acknowledged and admired, and on whose royal word we may 
confidently rely for every necessary assistance: on the perfect 
harmony which subsists between Trance and America: on the 
stability which her independence has acquired, and the cer- 
tainty that it is too deeply rooted ever to be shaken; for, ani- l 
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mated as they are by national honor, and united by one 
common interest, it must and will be maintained. 

What may be the immediate effects on the British nation, 
of the events which I have mentioned, of their loss of terri- 
tory in other parts of the world, and of their well-founded 
apprehensions from the powers of France, Spain, and Hol- 
land, it is impossible to foretell. If experience can teach 
wisdom to a haughty and infatuated people, and if they will 
now be governed by reason, they will have learnt they can 
have no solid ground of hope to conquer any State in the 
Union; for though their armies have obtained temporary 
advantages over our troops, yet the citizens of these States, 
firmly resolved as they are never to return to a domination 
which, near six years ago, they unanimously and justly 
renounced, cannot be subdued; and they must now be con- 
vinced that it is the height of folly and madness to persist 
in so ruinous a war. 

If, however, we judge, as we ought, of their future by their 
past conduct, we may presume that they will not only 
endeavor to keep possession of oiir capital, but make another 
attempt, howsoever improbable the success of it may appear, 
to subjugate this country: it is therefore highly incumbent 
upon us to use our most strenuous efforts to frustrate so fatal 
a design; and I earnestly conjure you, by the sacred love 
which you bear to your country, by the constant remembrance 
of her bitter sufferings, and by the just detestation of British 
government which you and your posterity must forever 
possess, to exert your utmost faculties for that purpose by 
raising and equipping, with all possible expedition, a respect- 
able permanent force, and by making ample provision for 
their comfortable subsistence. 

I am sensible the expense will be great; but a measure so 
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indispensable to the prese(rvBti<Na of ocir freedom is thowe 
every pecuniary consideratioiL 

The organization of our militia is likewise a subject of 
infinite importance: a clear and concise law, by which the bur- 
dens of service will be equally sustained and a competent 
number of men brought forth and kept in the field when 
their assistance may be required, is essential to our security, 
and therefore justly claims your immediate and serious atten- 
tion: certain it is that some of our militia have, upon several 
occasions, exhibited symptoms of valor which would have 
reflected honor on veteran troops. The courage and condiKst 
of the generals whom I have mentioned; the cool and deter- 
mined bravery displayed by Brigadier Pickens, and, indeed, 
the behavior of many offices and men in every brigade, are 
unquestionable testimonies of the truth of this assertion. But 
such behavior cannot be expected from militia in general, 
without good order and strict discipline; nor can that order 
and discipline be established but by a salutary law steadily 
executed. 

Another important matter for your deliberation is the 
conduct of such of our citizens as, voluntarily avowing their 
allegiance and even glorifying in their professions of loyalty 
and attachment to his Britannic Majesty, have offered their 
congratulations on the success of his arms, prayed to be 
embodied as loyal miUtia, accepted commissions in his service^ 
or endeavored to subvert our constitution and establish his 
power in its stead; of those who have returned to this State, 
in defiance of law, by which such return was declared to be a 
capital offence, and have bettered the British interest, and of 
such whose behavior has been so reprehensible that justice 
and policy forbid their free re-admission to the righU and 
privileges of citizens. 

The extraordinaisr lenity of this State has been remarkatf 
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conspicuous. Other States have thought it just and expedient 
to appropriate the property of British subjects to the public 
use J but we have forborne even to take the profits of the 
estates of our most implacable enemies. It is with you to 
determine whether the forfeiture and appropriation of their 
property should now take place: if such should be your deter- 
mination, though many of our warmest friends have been 
reduced, for their inflexible attachment to the cause of their 
country, from opulence to inconceivable distress, and, if the 
enemy's will and power had prevailed, would have been 
doomed to indigence and beggary^ yet it will redound to the 
reputation of this State to provide a becoming support for 
the families of those whom you may deprive of their property. 

The value of paper currency became of late so much depre- 
ciated that it was requisite, under the powers vested in the 
executive during the recess of the General Assembly, to sus- 
pend the laws by which it was made a tender. You will now 
consider whether it may not be proper to repeal those laws, 
and fix some equitable mode for the discharge of debts con- 
tracted whilst paper money was in circulation. 

In the present scarcity of specie it would be difficult, if not 
impracticable, to levy a tax to any considerable amount, 
towards sinking the public debt, nor will the creditors of the 
State expect that such a tax should at this time be imposed; 
but it is just and reasonable that all unsettled demands should 
be liquidated, and satisfactory assurances of payment given 
to the public creditors. 

The interest and honor, the safety and happiness of our 
coimtry depend so much on the result of your deliberationS| 
that I flatter myself you wiU proceed in the weighty business 
before you with firmness and temper, with vigor, unanimity, 
and despatch. 
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ORATION BEFORE THE CINCINNATI 

[This oration was delivered by Mr. Boudlnot at Elisabethtown, New 
Jersey, agreeably to a resolution of the State Society of the Cincinnati, on 
the B'ourth of July, 1793.] 

GENTLEMEIT, BKETHREN", AND FELLOW CITL 
ZENS, — Having devoutly paid the sacrifice of 
prayer and praise to that Almighty Being by whose 
favor and mercy this day is peculiarly dedicated to the com- 
memoration of events which fill our minds with joy and glad- 
ness, it becomes me, in obedience to the resolutions of our 
Society, to aim at a further improvement of this festival by 
leading your r^ections to the contemplation of those special 
privileges which attend the happy and important situation 
you now enjoy among the nations of the earth. 
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Is there any necessity, fellow citizens, to spend your time 
in attempting to convince you of the policy and propriety of 
setting apart this anniversary for the purpose of remember- 
ing with gratitude the unexampled event of our political 
salvation? 

The cordial testimony you have borne to this institution for 
seventeen years past supersedes iJie necessity of an attempt 
of this kind; and, indeed, if this had been the first instance 
of our commemorating the day, the practice of all nations 
and of all ages would have given a sanction to the measure. 

The histoiy of the world, as well sacred as profane, bears 
vdtness to the use and importance of setting apart a day as a 
memorial of great events, whether of a religious or political 
nature. 

K"o sooner had the great Creator of the heavens and the 
earth finished his almighty work and pronounced all very 
good, but he set apart (not an anniversary, or one day in a 
year, but) one day in seven for the commemoration of his 
inimitable power in producing all things out of nothing. 

The deliverance of the children of Israel from a state of 
bondage to an unreasonable tyrant was perpetuated by the 
eating of the Paschal Lamb and enjoining it to their posterity 
as an annual festival forever, with a " remember this day, in 
which ye came out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage." 

The resurrection of the Saviour of mankind is commemo- 
rated by keeping the first day of the week, not only as a 
certain memorial of his first coining in a state of humiliation, 
but the positive evidence of his future coming in glory. 

Let us then, my friends and fellow citizens, unite all our 
endeavors this day to remember, with reverential gratitude to 
our supreme Benefactor, all the wonderful things he has done 
for us in a miraculous deliverance from a second Egypt — 
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anotker bouse cf bondage. ^' And thou slialt show thy son 
on this day, saying this day is kept as a day of joy and glad- 
ness, because of the great things the Lord has done for us, 
when we were delivered from the threatening power of an 
invading foe. And it shall be a sign unto thee, upon thine 
band, and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the law of 
the Lord may be in thy mouth, for with a strong hand hast 
thou been delivered from thine enemies: Thou shalt therefore 
keep this ordinance in its season, from year to year, forever." 

When great events are to be produced in this our world, 
great exertions generally become necessary ; men are therefore 
usually raised up, with talents and powers peculiarly adapted 
to the purpoeefi intended by Providence, who often by their 
disinterested servicee and extreme sufferings become the 
wonder aa well as the examples of their generation. 

The obligations of mankind to these worthy characters 
increase in proportion to the importance of the blessings pur- 
chased by their labors. 

It is not then an unreasonable expectation which, I well 
know, generally prevails, that this day should be usually 
devoted to the perpetuating and respectfully remembering the 
dignified characters of those great men with whom it has 
been oar honor to claim the intimate connection of fellow 
citizens, — men who have purchased our present joyful cir- 
cumfitanoes at the invaluable price of their blood. 

But you must also acknowledge with me that this subject 
lias been so fully considered and so ably handled by those 
eloquent and enlightened men who have gone before me in 
this honorable path, that had their superior abilities fallen to 
my lot I could do but little more than repeat the substance 
of their observations and vary their language. 

Forgive me, ye spirits of my worthy, departed fellow cili' 
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Isens! — patriots of the first magnitude, wKoee integrity no 
subtle arts of bribery and corruption could successfully assail; 
and whose fortitude and perseverance no difficulties or dangers 
could intimidate, whose labors and sufferings in the common 
cause of our country; whose exploits in the field and wisdom 
in the cabinet, I have often been witness to during a cruel 
and distressing war! Eorgive, O Warren, Montgomery! and 
all the nameless heroes of your illustrious group! Forgive, 
that I omit on the present occasion to follow the steps of those 
compatriots who have preceded me, but had rather spend this 
sacred hour in contemplating those great purposes which ani- 
mated your souls in the severe conflict, and for which you 
fought and bled! 

Were you present to direct this day's meditations, would 
you not point to your scarred limbs and bleeding breasts, and 
loudly call upon us to reward your toils and sufferings by 
forcibly inculcating and improving those patriotic principles 
and practices which led you to those noble achievements that 
secured the blessings we now enjoy? 

Yes, ye martyrs to liberty! ye band of heroes! ye onco 
worthy compatriots and fellow citizens! "We will obey your 
friendly suggestion, and greatly prize that freedom and inden 
pendence, purchased by your united exertions, as the most 
invaluable gem of our earthly crown! 

The late revolution, my respected audience, in which wo 
this day rejoice, is big with events that are daily unfolding 
themselves and pressing in thick succession, to the astonishr 
inent of a wondering world! 

It has been marled with tlie certain characteristic of a 
'divine overruling liand, in that it was brought about and per- 
fected against all human reasoning, and apparently against all 
human hope; and that in the very moment of time when all 
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Europe seemed ready to be plunged into commotion and 
distrees. 

Divine Providence, throughout the government of this 
world, appears to have impressed many great events with the 
undoubted evidence of his own almighty arm. He putteth 
down kingdoms and he setteth up whom he pleaseth, and it 
has been literally verified in us that " no king prevaileth by 
the power of his own strength." 

The first great principle established and secured by our 
revolution, and which since seems to be pervading all the 
nations of the earth, and which should be most zealously and 
carefully improved and gloried in by us, is the rational 
equality and rights of men as men and citizena 

I do not mean to hold up the absurd idea charged upon 
us by the enemies of this valuable principle, and which con- 
tains in it inevitable destruction to every government, " that 
all men are equal as to acquired or adventitious rights." Men 
must and do continually differ in their genius, knowledge, 
industry, integrity, and activity. 

Their natural and moral characters — their virtues and 
vices — their abilities, natural and acquired — together with 
favorable opportunities for exertion, will always make men 
different among themselves, and of course create a pre- 
eminency and superiority one over another. But the equality 
and rights of men here contemplated are natural, essential, and 
inalienable, such as the security of life, liberty, and property. 
These should be the firm foundation of every good govern- 
ment, as they will apply to all nations at all times and may 
properly be called a universal law. It is apparent that every 
man is bom with the same right to improve the talent com- 
mitted to him, for the use and benefit of society, and to be 
respected accordingly. 
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We are all the workmansliip of the same divine hand. 
With our Creator, abstractly considered, there are neither 
kings nor subjects, masters nor servants, otherwise than 
stewards of his appointment, to serve each other according to 
our different opportunities and abilities, and of course account- 
able for the manner in which we perform our duty. He is 
no respecter of persons; he beholds all with an equal eye; 
and although " order is heaven's first law,'* and he has made 
it essential to every good government, and necessary for the 
welfare of every community, that there should be distinctions 
among members of the same society, yet this difference is 
originally designed for the service, benefit, and best good of 
the whole, and not for their oppression or destruction. 

It is our duty then, as a people, acting on principles of 
universal application, to convince mankind of the truth and 
practicability of them by carrying them into actual exercise 
for the happiness of our feUow men, without suffering to be 
perverted to oppression or licentiousness. 

The eyes of the nations of the earth are fast opening, and 
the inhabitants of this globe, notwithstanding it is 3,000 ^eara 
since the promulgation of that invaluable precept, " Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," are but just beginning to 
discover their brotherhood to each other, and that all men, 
however different with regard to nation or color, have an 
essential interest in each other's welfare. 

Let it then be our peculiar, constant care aud vigilant atten- 
tion to inculcate this sacred principle, and to hand it down 
to posterity improved by every generous and liberal practice, 
that while we are rejoicing in our own political aud religious 
privileges we may with pleasure contemplate the hapf^ 
period when all the nations of the earth shall join in the 
triumph of this day, and one universal anthem of praise 
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shall arise to the universal Creator in return for the general 

joy. 

Another essential ingredient in the happiness we enjoy as 
a nation, and which arises from the principles of the revolu- 
tion, is the right that every people have to govern themselves 
in such manner as they judge best calculated for the common 
benefit. 

It is a principle interwoven with our constitution, and not 
one of the least blessings purchased by that glorious struggle, 
to the commemoration of which this day is specially devoted, 
that every man has a natural right to be governed by laws 
of his own maldiig,^ either in person or by Mb representatrye; 
and that no authority ought justly to be exercised over him 
that is not derived from the people, of whom he is one. 

This^ fellow citizens, is a most important, practical principle^ 
first carried into complete execution by the TJnited States of 
America. 

I tremble for the event, while I glory in the subject 

To you, ye citizens of America! do the inhabitants of the 
earth' look with eager attention for the success of a measure 
on which their happiness and prosperity so manifestly depend. 

To use the words of a famous foreigner, " Tou are become 
the hope of human nature and ought to become its great 
example. The asylum opened in your land for the oppressed 
of all nations must console the earth." 

On your virtue, patriotism, integrity, and submission to the 
lawB of your own maldng and the government of your own 
choice do the hopes of men rest with prayers and supplicatioiui 
for a happy issue. 

Be not, therefore, careless, indolent, or inattentive in the 
exercise of ouy right of citizenship. Let no duty, however 
small or seemingly of little importance, be neglected by you. 
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Ever keep in mind that it is parts that form the whole^ and 
fractions constitute the unit. Good goyemment generallj 
begins in the family^ and if the moral character of a peo- 
ple once degenerates their political character must soon 
follow. 

A friendly consideration of our fellow citizens who by our 
free choice become the public senrants and manage the affairs 
of our common country is but a xeaaonable return for their 
diligence and care in our service. 

The mort enlightened and zealous of our public servants 
can do little without the ezerfaons of private citizens to perfect 
what they do but form as it w^:e in embryo. The highest 
officers of our government are but the first servants of the 
people and always in their power: they have, therefore^ a 
just claim to a fair and candid experiment of the plans they 
form and the laws they enact for the public weal Too much 
should not be expected from tham; they are but maa and of 
^e passions and of like iiyfirmities with ourselves; they are 
liable to err, though exercising the purest motiveB and best 
abilities required tov the puix>ofla 

Times and circumfltanees may change and accidents inter- 
vene to disappoint the wisest measures. Mistaken and wicked 
BMo. (who oannot live but in troubled waters) are often labor- 
ing with izidefalagable wal, which sometimes proves bat too 
snccfissfnl^ to sour our minds and derange the best-f onoed 
^pstema PhanUe piatepsions and censorious inaiuiiatioBfl are 
always at hand to transfer the deadly poison of jealousy by; 
which the heat atisfiDS may for a time he deceived. 

33use eonsidoBatiaDS should lead to an attcoitive scdioita^ 
to ke€|p the pore, unadulterated piuu»^es of our eonsiits- 
tion always iaa view; to be iidisiouBly iQaseful in eur duiee 
sC fuMtc ^sfficeqp; aad M thsyaie a^unm ovponarBt vo^ 
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flliort periods lend not too easily a patient ear to eveiry 
invidious insinuation or improbable story, but prudently mark 
the effects of their public measures and judge of the tree by 
its fruits. 

I do not wish to discourage a constant and lively attention 
to the conduct of our rulers. A prudent suspicion of public 
measures is a great security to a republican government; but 
a line should be drawn between a careful and critical examina- 
tion into the principles and effects of regular systems after a 
fair and candid trial, and a captious, discontented, and censori- 
ous temper, which leads to find fault with every proposition 
in which we have not an immediate hand, and raise obstadet 
to rational plans of government without waiting a fair experi- 
ment. It is generally characteristic of this disposition to find 
fault without proposing a better plan for consideration. 

We should not forget that our country is large, and our 
fellow citizens of different manners, interests and habits; that 
our laws, to be right, must be equal and general. Of course 
the differing interests must be combined, and brotherly concili- 
ation and forbearance continually exercised, if we will judge 
with propriety of those measures that respect a nation at 
large. 

While we thus enjoy as a community the blessings of the 
social compact in its purity, and are all endeavoring to secure 
the invaluable privileges purchased by the blood of thousands 
of our brethren who fell in the dreadful conflict^ let us also 
be careful to encourage and promote a liberality and benevo- 
lence of mind toward those whom they have left behind, and 
whose unhappy fate it has been to bear a heavier proportion 
of the expensive purchase in the loss of husbands, parents, or 
children, perhaps their only support and hope in life. 

Mankind, considered as brethren, should be dear to eaidi 
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other; but, fellow citizens, who have together braved the 
common danger, — ^who have fought side by side, — ^who have 
mingled their blood together, as it were in one rich stream, — 
who have labored and toiled with united efforts to accomplish 
the same glorious end, must surely be more than brethren — 
it is a union cemented by blood. 

I can no longer deny myself the felicity, my beloved friends 
and fellow citizens, members of a Society founded on these 
humane and benevolent principles, of addressing myself more 
particularly to you on a day which in so peculiar a manner 
shines with increasing lustre on you, refreshing and brighten- 
ing your hard-earned laurels, by renewing the honorable 
reward of your laborious services in the gratitude of your 
rejoicing fellow citizens. 

Methinks I behold you on the victorious banks of the Hud- 
son, bowed down with the fatigues of an active campaign and 
the sufferings of an inclement winter, receiving the welcome 
news of approaching peace and your country's political salva- 
tion with all that joy of heart and serenity of mind, that 
become citizens who flew to their arms, merely at their 
country's call, in a time of common danger. 

The war-worn soldiers, reduced to the calamities of a seven 
years' arduous service, now solemnly pause and reflect on the 
peculiarity of their critical situation. The ravages of war 
had been extended through a country dearer to them than 
life, and thereby prevented that ample provision in service, op 
reasonable recompense on their return to private life, that 
prudence required and gratitude powerfully dictated. 

They thought that the distresses of the army hacf before 
been brought to a point; " that they had borne all that men 
Oould bear; their property expended; their private resources 
iat an end; their friends wearied out and disgusted with incesr 
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aant applications." But another trial, severer tlian all, still 
awaits them; they are now to be disbanded and a separation to 
take place more distressing than every former scene! TiU 
now the severe conflict was unseen or unattended to. Poverty 
and the gratitude of their country are their (mly reward. 

True, they are to return to their friends and fellow citizens 
with blessings on their heads. The general liberty and inde- 
pendence are now secured, — but yet want and dire distress 
stare many in the face. They are to return to wives and 
children, long used to dependence on the cold hand of charity, 
in hopes of a sure support from the success of the commoK 
cause, when their husband, father, or child returned gloriow 
from the field of conquest. Alas! these flattering hopes nov 
are no more. 

Their country's exhausted treasury cannot yield them even 
the hard-earned pittance of a soldier's pay. Being urged on 
one hand by the subtle poison of inflammatoay, violent, and 
artful addresses under the specious mask of pretended friend- 
ship (the last expiring effort of a conquered foe), — warned 
on the other hand by the experience, wisdom, and rational 
conduct of their beloved commander, their father and long- 
tried friend, — they solemnly deliberate. 

Some guardian angel, perhaps the happy genius of America, 
ever attendant on the object of her care, raises the drooping 
head, wipes the indignant, falling tear from ike hardy soldier's 
eye, and si^ests the happy expedient! 

Brotherly affection produces brotherly relief — the victc>- 
nous bands unite together — they despise the infamous idea 
— they refuse to listen to the siren's song — they form the 
social tie — they cast in the lemaining fragment of thdr 
scanty pay, and instead of seizing their arms and demanding 
their rights by menace and violence they refuse ^^ to lessen 
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the dignity or sully the glory they had hitherto maintained. 
They determined to give one more proof of imexampled 
patriotism and patient virtue, rising superior to the pressure of 
their complicated sufferings, and thereby afford an occasion to 
posterity to say, had that day been wanting, the world had not 
Been the last stage of political perfection to which human 
nature is capable of attaining." 

The glorious certainty of peace, purchased by their suffer- 
rngs and perseverance, how rouses the. jxatriotic fire. They 
again rejoice in the event; they unite in a firm, indissoluble 
bond, "gratefully to commemorate the event which gave 
independence to America, — to inculcate to latest ages the 
duty of laying down in peace arms assumed for public defence 
in war, — to continue their mutual friendship, which com- 
menced under the pressure of common dangers, and to effect- 
uate every act of beneficence dictated by a spirit of broth- 
erly kindness to any of their number and their families who 
might unfortunately be under the necessity of receiving 
them; " and by this unanimous act establish this sacred truth, 
'* that the glory of soldiers cannot be well completed without 
acting well the part of citizens." 

This, gentlemen, is your origin as a Society — the source 
from whence you sprang, and this day we are carrying on the 
work first begun in these social principles. 

With a heart filled with unfeigned gratitude to the Author 
of all our mercies, and overflowing with the meet affectionate 
friendship toward you, suffer me to congratulate you on this 
seventeenth anniversary of our happy independence. Long, 
long, even to the remotest ages, may the citizens of this rising 
empire enjoy the triumph of this day; may they never forget 
the invaluable price which it costs, as well as the great pur-* 
poses for which it was instituted, and may a freq;uent recur* 
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rence to the first principles of our constitution on this anni- 
versary be a constant source of security and permanence to 
tlie rising fabric I May the rights of man and the purity of a 
free, energetic, and independent government be continually 
cherished and promoted by every son of CincinnatusI May 
the remembrance of those worthy heroes, once our beloved 
companions, whose lives they did not hold dear when required 
for their country^s safety, animate us to preserve inviolate 
what they purchased at so high a rate! May we, by the imL- 
f orm conduct of good citizens and generous, faithful friends, 
show ourselves worthy of such valuable connections! 

Long, long may you live to enjoy the reward of your labors, 
in the exercise of the duties of this honorable anniversaiy; 
and after a long life of services to your country, usef ulness to 
your Society, and happiness to yourselves, may you leave your 
generation in the full enjoyment of peace and a sound con- 
stitution, justified by experience, for the example of which, 
nations yet unborn shall rise up and call you blessed! 

And now, my respected audience, we appeal to your candor 
and generosity; you have heard our origin — you have known 
our conduct — our Society is designed for the happiness and 
benefit of mankind — we have no secrets — we claim no sep- 
arate privileges — we ask no independent immunities — we 
are eonbarked in one common cause with you — we glory in 
one perfect political equality, — all we wish for is the pleasure 
of renewing ancient friendships, of the mutual remembrance 
of past labors and sufferings, the liberal exercise of that 
celestial principle, charity, and one common interest with you 
in the security of our liberty, property, and independence. 

We profess to be a band of brethren, united to our fellow 
citizens by every tie of interest, gratitude, and love. Let ua 
then go hand in hand with you in looking forward to thQ 



BEFORE THE CINCINNATI 2671 

happy state of our country during a long sucoee&ion of ages 
yet to come. 

We are encouraged in this animating hope by the numerous 
advantages arising to us, in a peculiar manner, from the h^py 
revolution we commemorate this day; they are conspicuous in 
every quarter to which the view can be directed. 

If we turn our attention to the strong hope of every com- 
munity, the rising generation, the world has yet enjoyed noth- 
ing equal to their advantages and future prospects. 

The road to honors, riches, usefulness, and fame, in this 
happy country, is open equally to all. The equality of citi- 
zens in its true sense must raise the most lively hopes, prompt 
the noblest exertions, and secure a certainty of success to all, 
who shall excel in the service of their country, without respect 
of persons. 

The meanest citizen of America educates his beloved child 
with a well-founded hope that if he should become equal 
to the task he may rationally aspire to the command of our 
armies, a place in the cabinet^ or even to the filling of the 
presidential chair; he stands on equal ground in regard to the 
first honors of the state with the richest of his fellow citizens. 

The child of the poorest laborer, by enjoying the means of 
education (afforded in almost every corner of this happy 
land), is trained up for and is encouraged to look forward to 
a share in the legislation of the Union or of a particular State 
with as much confidence as the noblest subject of an estab- 
lished monarchy. 

This is a peculiar happiness of our highly favored republic 
among the nations of the earth, proceeding from the success- 
ful revolution in which we this day rejoice. 

Suffer me, ye fair daughters of New Jersey! to call on you 
also in a special manner to add your invigorating smiles to 
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the mirtli and festivity of this day. Our happiness can be but 
half complete If you refuse to crown the whole with your kind 
approbation. 

Have you not at all times and do you not still continue to 
participate deeply in the multiplied blessings of our common 
country? Kaised from the humiliating state of your sex in 
most other countries, you also breathe the sacred air of free- 
dom and nobly imite your exertions for the general good. 

The rights of women are no longer strange sounds to an 
American ear; they are now heard as familiar terms in every 
part of the United States; and I devoutly hope that the day 
is not far distant when we shall find them dignifying, in a 
distinguishing code, the jurisprudence of the several States in 
the Union. 

But in your domestic character do you not also enjoy the 
most delightful contemplations arising from the Revolution of 
Seventeen Hundred and Seventy-six? 

Can you look on the children of your tenderest care, and 
reflect on the cheerful prospects opening upon them through 
life, without feeling the most lively ©motions of gratitude for 
the inestimable privileges conferred on the citizens of Amer- 
ica? Are not your resolutions strengthened and your endeav- 
ors redoubled to furnish them with every qualification, both 
mental and personal, for the future service of a country thus 
rendered dear to you? 

But your share of the joy of this day does not rise from a 
single source. To whom are we more indebted for the origin 
of our present happiness than to your delicate and discerning 
sex? In vain did Columbus, our great founder and discov- 
erer, after settling the principles of his sound philosophy^ 
apply to the wise men of his country. In vain did he solicit, 
in strains of the most suppliant humiliation, the different 
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thrones of Europe, when kings considered themselves as God^s 
vicegerents here below; despised by the ignorant — traduced 
by the malevolent — contemned by the great — langhed at 
by pretended philosophers — and trifled with by the arrogance 
of ministers and their hirelings; all his hopes and those of a 
New World had, at last, sunk in despair, and we, this day, 
might have mingled our fate with the slaves of tiie Old World, 
had not the penetrating wisdom and persevering magnanimity 
of the fair but undaunted Isabella, the ornament of your 
sex, and the jealousy of ours, saved this Western World 
from the oblivion of more than five thousand years. IKd she 
employ the excess of useless treasures in this happy adventure? 
Nol — after the refusal of her husband — despising the 
appendages of brilliant royalty when compared with the gen- 
eral good of mankind, her enlarged mind, incapable of being 
confined by the shackles of the age, found a resource in her 
costly jewels, which she freely offered as a pledge to accom- 
plish the glorious discovery of the fourth quarter of the globe! 

To your sex, then, ladies, are we obliged to yield the palm: 
had this great event depended altogether on our sex, it is not 
easy to gaees what our united fate had been at this moment. 
Inatead of our present agreeable employment, we might have 
been hewers of wood and drawers of water to some mighty 
Pharaoh whose tender meiiciea wxmld have been eruehy. 
Your right, then, my fair auditory, to a large portion of the 
general joy, must be acknowledged to be of a superior kind. 

Do you, my worthy fellow oitizeiiB (d eveiry description, 
wish for more lasting matter of pleasure and satisfaction in 
contemplating the great events brou^^t to yonr minds this 
(dayf Ext^id, then, your views to a distaait period of future 
tima Look forward a few yean, and behold omr extended 
forests (now a pathless wikLemess) c onverte d iBto finitfnl 
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fields and busy towns. Take into view the pleasing shores of 
our immense lakes, united to the Atlantic States by a thousand 
winding canals^ and beautified with rising cities, crowded with 
innumerable peaceful fleets, transporting the rich produce 
from one coast to another. 

Add to all tins, what must most please every humane and 
benevolent mind, the ample provision thus made by the God 
of all flesh for the reception of the nations of the earth flying 
from the tyranny and oppression of the despots of the Old 
World, and say if the prophecies of ancient times are not 
hastening to a fulfilment, when this wilderness shall blossom 
as a rose, the heathen be given to the Great Redeemer as 
his inheritance, and these uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession. 

Who knows but the country for which we have fought and 
bled may hereafter become a theatre of greater events than 
yet have been known to mankind? 

May these invigorating prospects lead us to the exercise of 
every virtue, religious, moral, and political. May we be 
roused to a circumspect conduct, — to an exact obedience to 
the laws of our own making, — to the preservation of the 
spirit and principles of our truly invaluable constitution, — 
to respect and attention to magistrates of our own choice; 
and finally, by our example as well as precept, add to the real 
happiness of our fellow men and the particular glory of our 
common country. 

And may these great principles in the end become instru- 
mental in bringing about that happy state of the world when, 
from every human breast, joined by the grand chorus of the 
skies, shall arise with the profoundest reverence that divinely 
celestial anthem of universal praise, — " Glory to God in the 
highest; peace on earth; good will toward men/' 
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JOSEPH WARREN, an American patriot, was bom in Roxbury, Massa- 
chusetts, June U, 1741, and after reoeiYing a college education at 
Harvard studied medicine and began to practise in Boston in 1762. He 
took an active interest in existing political affairs and was long a prom- 
inent member of a secret society of Boston lovers of liberty. In 1772, 
on the second anniversary of the " Boston Massacre," he was chosen to 
deliver the civic oration and In 1776 was again the orator of the occasion. 
In 1776 he was president of the Provincial Congress. After the battle of 
Iiexington he organized the volunteers and received a major-general's com- 
mission. At the battle of Bunker Hill, June 17, 1776, he fought as a volun- 
teer and was instantly killed by a ball which struck him in the head at the 
i£oment the retreat began. Warren was a man of great force of character 
and his death was a severe losfl to the patriotic cause. 



ORATION ON THE BOSTON MASSACRE 

[Dr. Warren was undaunted by the threats of the British who had vowed 
to take the life of anyone daring to deliver an oration upon the anniversary 
of the Boston massacre. Upon March 6, 1776, the Old South Church being 
filled to overflowing, Warren made his entrance from the rear of the build- 
ing through the pulpit window, and unmoved by the array of soldiers and 
officers before him delivered the oration with a firm and determined 
purpose.] 

Mr EVER-HONORED FELLOW CITIZENS —It is 
not without the most humiliating conviction of my 
want of ability that I now appear before you: but 
the sense I have of the obligation I am under to obey the calls 
of my country at aU times, together with an animating recol- 
lection of your indulgence exhibited upon so many occasions, 
lias induced me once more, undeserving as I am, to throw 
myself upon that candor which looks with kindness on the 
feeblest efforts of an honest mind. 

You will not now expect the elegance, the learning, the 

IBie^ the enrapturing strains of eloquence, which charmed you 
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when a Lovell, a Clmrch, or a Hancock spake; but you will 
permit na.e to say that with a sincerity equal to theirs I mourn 
over my bleeding country. With them I weep at her distress, 
and with them deeply resent the many injuries she haa 
received from the hands of cruel and unreasonable men. 

That personal freedom is the natural right of every man, 
and that property^ or an exclusive right to dispose of what be 
has honestly acquired by his own labor, necessarily ariaoi 
therefrom, are truths which common sense has placed beyond 
the reach of contradiction. And no man or body of men can, 
without being guilty of flagrant injustice, claim a right to dift- 
pose of the persons or acquisitions of any oth^ man or body 
of men unless it can be proved that such a right has arisen 
from some compact between the parties in which it has been 
explicitly and freely granted. 

If I may be indulged in taking a retrospective view of the 
first settlement of our country it will be easy to determine 
with what degree of justice the late Parliament of Oreoft 
Britain have assumed the power of giving away that proper^ 
which the Americans have earned by their labor. 

Our fathers, having nobly resolved never to wear the yoke 
Off despotism, and seeing the European world, at that timfl^ 
through indolence and cowardice, falling a prey to tyrannyi 
bravely threw themselves upon the bosom of tbe ocean, deter- 
mined to find a place in which they might enjoy ttieir 
freedom or perish in the glorious attempt. Approving beaven 
beheld the favored aik dancing upon the waves, and gra- 
ciously preserved it until the chosen families were brought in 
safety to these western regions. They found the land swarm- 
ing with savagea, who threatened deatii with mfurj kind of 
torture. 

Bui tavages, and death with torture^ were far lens teniMe 
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tiian slavery. Nothing was so much the object of their abhor- 
rence as a tyrant's power. They knew it was more safe to 
dwell with man in his most impolished state than in a 
country where arbitrary power prevails. Even anarchy itself, 
that bugbear held up by the tools of power (though truly to 
be deprecated), is infinitely less dangerous to mankind than 
arbitrary government. Anarchy can be but of a short dura- 
tion; for, when men are at liberty to pursue that course which 
fa more conducive to their own happiness, they will soon come 
into it; and from the rudest state of nature, order and good 
government must soon arise. But tyranny, when once estab- 
lished, entails its curses on a nation to the latest period of 
time; unless some daring genius, inspired by heaven, shall, 
tmappalled by danger, bravely form and execute the arduous 
designs of restoring liberty and life to his enslaved, murdered 
country. 

The tools of power, in every age, have racked their inven; 
tions to justify the few in sporting with the happiness of the 
many; and, having found their sophistry too weak to hold 
mankind in bondage, have impiously dared to force religion, 
the daughter of the King of Heaven, to become a prostitute 
in the service of hell. They taught that princes, honored with 
the name of Christian, might bid defiance to the founder of 
their faith, might pillage pagan countries and deluge them 
with blood, only because they boasted themselves to be the 
disciples of that Teacher who strictly charged his followers 
to do to others as they would that others should do unto them. 

This country, having been discovered by an English subject 
in the year 1620, was (according to the system which the blind 
superstition of those times supported) deemed the property 
of the Crown of England. Our ancestors, when they resolved 
to quit their native soil, obtained from King James a grant 
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of certain lands in North America. This they probably did 
to silence the cavils of their enemies, for it cannot be doubted 
but they despised the pretended right which he claimed 
thereto. Certain it is that he might with equal propriety 
and justice have made them a grant of the planet Jupiter. 
And their subsequent conduct plainly shows that they were 
too well acquainted with humanity and the principles of 
natural equity to suppose that the grant gave them any 
right to take possession; they therefore entered into a treaty 
vnth the natives and bought from them the lands. Nor have 
I ever yet obtained any information that our ancestors ever 
pleaded, or that the natives ever regarded the grant from the 
English Crown: the business was transacted by the parties in 
the same independent manner that it woidd have been had 
neither of them ever known or heard of the island of Great 
Britain. 

Having become the honest proprietors of the soil, they 
immediately applied themselves to the cultivation of it; and 
they soon beheld the virgin earth teeming with richest fruits, 
a grateful recompense for their unwearied toil. The fields 
began to wave with ripening harvests, and the late barrel 
wilderness was seen to blossom like the rose. 

The savage natives saw with wonder the delightful change, 
and quickly formed a scheme to obtain that by fraud or force, 
which nature meant as the reward of industry alone. But the 
illustrious emigrants soon convinced the rude invaders that 
they were not less ready to take the field for battle than for 
labor; and the insidious foe was driven from their borders 
as often as he ventured to disturb them. 

The Crown of England looked with indifference on the 
contest; our ancestors were left alone to combat with the 
natives. Nor is there any reason to believe that it ever was 
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intended by the one party, or expected by the other, that 
the grantor should defend and maintain the grantees in the 
peaceable possession of the lands named in the patents. 'And 
it appears plainly from the history of those times that 
neither the prince nor the people of England thought them- 
selves much interested in the matter. They had not then 
any idea of a thousandth part of those advantages which they 
since have, and we are most heartily willing they should stiU 
continue to reap from us. 

But when, at an infinite expense of toil and blood, this 
widely extended continent had been cultivated and defended; 
when the hardy adventurers justly expected that they and 
their descendants should peaceably have enjoyed the harvest 
of those fields which they had sown, and the fruit of those 
vineyards which they had planted, this country was then 
thought worthy the attention of the British ministry; and the 
only justifiable and only successful m#ans of rendering the 
colonies serviceable to Britain were adopted. By an inter- 
course of friendly officei the two countries became so united 
in affection that they thought not of any distinct or separate 
interests, they found both countries flourishing and happy. 

Britain saw her commerce extended and her wealth 
increased; her lands raised to an immense value; her fleets 
riding triumphant on the ocean; the terror of her arms spread- 
ing to every quarter of the globe. The colonist found himself 
free and thought himself secure: he dwelt under his own 
vine and under his own fig-tree and had none to make him 
afraid. He knew, indeed, that by purchasing the manufac- 
tures of Great Britain he contributed to its greatness: he 
knew that all the wealth that his labor produced centred in 
Great Britain. 

But that, far from exciting his envy, filled him with the 
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highest pleasure; that thought supported him in all his toihu 
When the business of the day was past, he solaoed himself 
with the contemplation, or perhaps entertained his listening 
family with the recital of some great, some glorious transac- 
tion which shines conspicuous in the history of Britain; or, 
perhaps, his elevated fancy led him to foretell, with a kind 
of enthusiastic confidence, the glory, power, and duration of 
an empire which should extend from one end of the earth 
to the other. He saw, or thought he saw, the British nation 
risen to a pitch of grandeur which cast a veil over the Boman 
glory, and, ravished with the preview, boasted a race of 
British kings whose names should echo through those reabns 
where Cyrus, Alexander, and the Caesars were unknown; 
princes for whom millions of grateful subjects redeemed from 
slavery and pagan ignorance, should, with thankful tongues, 
offer up their prayers and praises to that transcendently great 
and beneficent Being, " by whom kings reign and princes 
decree justice." 

These pleasing connections might have continued; these 
delightsome prospects might have been every day extended; 
and even the reveries of the most warm imagination might 
have been realized; but, unhappily for us, imhappily for Brit- 
ain, the madness of an avaricious minister of state has drawn 
a sable curtain over the charming scene, and in its stead hag 
brought upon the stage discord, envy, hatred, and revenge, 
with civil war close in their rear 

Some demon, in an evil hour, suggested to a short-sighted 
financier the hateful project of transferring the whole prop- 
erty of the king^s subjects in America to his subjects in Brit^ 
ain. The claim of the British Parliament to tax the colonies 
can never be supported but by such a transfer; for the right 
of the House of Commons of Great Britain to originate any 
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lax or grant money is altogether derived from their being 
elected by the people of Great Britain to act for them; and the 
people of Great Britain cannot confer on their representatives 
a right to give or grant anything which they themselves have 
not a right to give or grant personally. 

Therefore it follows that if the members chosen by the 
people of Great Britain to represent them in Parliament have, 
by virtue of their being so chosen, any right to give or grant 
American property, or to lay any tax npon the lands or per- 
sons of the colonists, it is because the lands and people in the 
colonies are, bona fide, owned by and justly belonging to the 
people of Great Britain. But. (as has been before observed) 
eveiy man has a right to personal freedom; consequently a 
right to enjoy what is acquired by his own labor. And it is 
evident that the property in this country has been acquired by 
our own labor; it is the duty of the people of Great Britain to 
produce some compact in which we have explicitly given up 
to them a right to dispose of our persons or property. Until 
this is done, every attempt of theirs, or of those whom they 
have deputed to act for them, to give or grant any part of our 
property, is directly repugnant to every principle of reason and 
natural justice 

But I may boldly say that such a compact never existed, no, 
Hot even in imagination. Nevertheless, the representatives of 
a nation long famed for justice and the exercise of every noble 
virtue have been prevailed on to adopt the fatal scheme; and 
although the dreadful consequences of this wicked policy have 
already shaken the empire to its centre, yet still it is persisteti 
in. Beardless of the voice of reason; deaf to the prayers and 
supplications, and unaffected with the flowing tears of suffer- 
ing millions, the British ministry still hug the darling idol; 
and eveiy rolling year affords fresh instances of the absurd 
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devotion with which they worship it. Alas! how has the follj, 
the distraction of the British councils blasted our swelling 
hopes and spread a gloom over this western hemisphere. 

The hearts of Britons and Americans, which lately felt the 
generous glow of mutual confidence and love, now bum with 
jealousy and rage. Though but of yesterday, I recollect 
(deeply affected at the ill-boding change) the happy hours that 
passed whilst Britain and America rejoiced in the prosperity 
and greatness of each other. Heaven grant those halcyon days 
may soon return! But now the Briton too often looks on the 
American with an envious eye, taught to consider his just plea 
for the enjoyment of his earnings as the effect of pride and 
stubborn opposition to the parent country, whilst the Ameri- 
can beholds the Briton as the ruffian, ready first to take away 
his property, and next, what is still dearer to every virtuous 
man, the Uberty of his country. 

When the measures of administration had disgusted the 
colonies to the highest degree, and the people of Great Britain 
had, by artifice and falsehood, been irritated against America^ 
an army was sent over to enforce submission to certain acts 
of the British Parliament which reason scorned to counte- 
nance and which placemen and pensioners were found unable 
to support. 

Martial law and the government of a well-regulated city 
are so entirely different that it has always been considered as 
improper to quarter troops in populous cities; frequent dis- 
putes must necessarily arise between the citizen and the sol- 
dier, even if no previous animosities subsist. And it is further 
certain, from a consideration of the nature of mankind, as well 
as from constant experience, that standing anniea always 
endanger the liberty of the subject. But when the people, otf 
the one part, considered the army as sent to enshtre them, and 
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the army^ on the other^ were taught to look on the people as 
in a state of rebellion, it was but just to fear the most disagree- 
able consequences. Our fears, we have seen, were but too well 
grounded. 

The many injuries offered to the town I pass over in silence. 
I cannot now mark out the path which led to that unequalled 
scene of horror, the sad remembrance of which takes the full 
possession of my soul. The sanguinary theatre again opens 
itself to view. The baleful images of terror crowd around me; 
and discontented ghosts, with hollow groans, appear to solem- 
nize the anniversary of the fifth of March. 

Approach we then the melancholy walk of death. Hither let 
me call the gay companion; here let him drop a farewell tear 
upon that body which so late he saw vigorous and warm with 
social mirth; hither let me lead the tender mother to weep over 
her beloved son — come, widowed mourner, here satiate thy 
grief; behold thy murdered husband gasping on the groimd, 
and to complete the pompous show of wretchedness, bring in 
each hand thy infant children to bewail their father's fate — 
take heed, ye orphan babes, lest, whilst your streaming eyes 
are fixed upon the ghastly corpse, your feet slide on the stones 
bespattered with your father's brains I 

Enough; this tragedy need not be heightened by an infant 
weltering in the blood of him that gave it birth. Nature, 
reluctant, shrinks already from the view, and the chilled blood 
rolls slowly backward to its fountain. We wildly stare about, 
and with amazement ask who spread this ruin around us? 
What wretch has dared deface the image of his God? Has 
haughty France, or cruel Spain, sent forth her myrmidons? 
Has the grim savage rushed again from the far distant wilder- 
ness; or does some fiend, fierce from the depth of hell, with all 
the rancorous malice which the apostate damned can feel, 
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twang her destruotive bow and hurl her deadly arrows at our 
breast? 

No, none of these — but, how astonishing! it is the hand of 
Britain that inflicts the wound! The arms of George, our 
rightful king, have been employed to shed that blood, when 
justice, or the honor of his crown, had called his subjects to the 
field. 

But pity, grief, astonishment, with all the softer movements 
of the soul, must now give way to stronger passions. Say, fel- 
low citizens, what dreadful thought now swells your heaving 
bosoms; you fly to arms — sharp indignation flashes from each 
eye — revenge gnashes her iron teeth — death grins a hideous 
smile, secure to drench his greedy jaws in human gore — 
whilst hovering furies darken all the air! 

But stop, my bold, adventurous countrymen; stain not your 
weapons with the blood of Britons. Attend to reason's voice; 
humanity puts in her claim and sues to be again admitted to 
her wonted seat, the bosom of the brave. Revenge is far 
beneath the noble mind. Many, perhaps, compelled to rank 
among the vile assassins, do from their inmost souls detest the 
barbarous action. The winged death, shot from your i arms, 
may chance to pierce some breast that bleeds already for your 
injured country. 

The storm subsides — a solemn pause ensues — you spare 
— upon condition they depart. They go — they quit your 
city — they no more shall give offence. Thus closes the im- 
portant drama. 

And could it have been conceived that we again should have 
seen a British army in our land, sent to enforce obedience to 
acts of Parliament destructive of our liberty? But the royal 
ear, far distant from this western world, has been assaulted 
by the tongue of slander; and villains, traitorous alike to king 
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and country, have prevailed upon a gracious prince to clothe 
his countenance with wrath and to erect the hostile banner 
against a people ever aflFectionate and loyal to him and his illus- 
trious predecessors of the House of Hanover. 

Our streets are again filled with armed men; our harbor is 
crowded with ships of war; but these cannot intimidate us; 
our liberty must be preserved; it is far dearer than life — we 
hold it even dear as our allegiance; we must defend it against 
the attacks of friends as well as enemies; we cannot suffer even 
Britons to ravish it from us. 

No longer could we reflect, with generous pride, on the 
heroic actions of our American forefathers; no longer boast 
our origin from that far-famed island whose warlike sons have 
so often drawn their well-tried swords to save her from the 
ravages of tyranny; could we, but for a moment, entertain the 
thought of giving up our liberty. The man who meanly will 
submit to wear a shackle contemns the noblest gift of heaveu 
and impiously affronts the God that made him free. 

It was a maxim of the Koman people, which eminently con- 
duced to the greatness of that state, never to despair of the 
commonwealth. The maxim may prove as salutary to us now 
as it did to them. Short-sighted mortals see not the numerous 
links of small and great events which form the chain on which 
the fate of kings and nations is suspended. Ease and pros- 
perity, though pleasing for a day, have often sunk a people 
into effeminacy and sloth. Hardships and dangers, though we 
forever strive to shim them, have frequently called forth such 
virtues as have commanded the applause and reverence of an 
admiring world. Our country loudly calls you to be circum- 
spect, vigilant, active, and brave. 

Perhaps (all gracious heaven avert it), perhaps the power of 
Britain, a nation great in war, by some malignant infl.uence 
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may be employed to enslave you; but let not even this discour- 
age you. Her arms, 'tis true, have filled the world with terror; 
her troops have reaped the laurels of the field; her fleets have 
rode triumphant on the sea ; and when or where did you, my 
countrymen, depart inglorious from the field of fight? You, 
too, can show the trophies of your forefathers' victories and 
your own; can name the fortresses and battles you have won; 
and many of you count the honorable scars of wounds received 
whilst fighting for your king and country. 

Where justice is the standard, heaven is the warrior's 
shield: but conscious guilt unnerves the arm that lifts the 
sword against the innocent. Britain, united with these colo- 
nies by commerce and affection, by interest and blood, may 
mock the threats of France and Spain; may be the seat of uni- 
versal empire. But should America, either by force or those 
more dangerous engines, luxury and corruption, ever be 
brought into a state of vassalage, Britain must lose her free- 
dom also. No longer shall she sit the empress of the sea; 
her ships no more shall waft her thunders over the wide 
ocean; the wreath shall wither on her temples; her weakened 
arm shall be unable to defend her coasts; and she at last must 
bow her venerable head to some proud foreigner's despotic 
rule. 

But if, from past events, we may venture to form a judg- 
ment of the future, we justly may expect that the devices of 
our enemies will but increase the triumphs of our country. 
I must indulge a hope that Britain's liberty, as well as ours, 
will eventually be preserved by the virtue of America. 

The attempt of the British Pariiament to raise a revenue 
from America, and our denial of their right to do it, have ex- 
cited an almost universal inquiry into the right of mankind 
in general, and of British subjects in particular; the necessary 
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result of which must be such a liberality of sentiment and 
euch a jealousy of those in power as will, better than an ada- 
xnantine wall^ secure us against the future approaches of des- 
potism. 

The malice of the Boston port-bill has been defeated, in a 
very considerable degree, by giving you an opportunity of de- 
serving, and our brethren in this and our sister colonies an 
opportunity of bestowing those benefactions which have de- 
lighted your friends and astonished your enemies, not only in 
America, but in Europe also. And what is more valuable still, 
the sympathetic feelings for a brother in distress, and the 
grateful emotions excited in the breast of him who finds re- 
lief, must forever endear each to the other and form those 
indissoluble bonds of friendship and affection on which the 
preservation of our rights so evidenfly depend. 

The mutilation of our charter has made every other colony 
jealous for its own; for this, if once submitted to by us, would 
set on float the property and government of every British set- 
tlement upon the continent. If charters are not deemed sacred, 
kow miserably precarious is everything founded upon them! 

Even the sending troops to put these acts in execution is not 
without advantage to us. The exactness and beauty of their 
discipline inspire our youth with ardor in the pursuit of mili- 
tary knowledge. Charles the Invincible taught Peter the 
Great the art of war. The battle of Pultowa convinced Charles 
of the proficiency Peter had made. 

Our country is in danger, but not to be despaired of. Our 
enemies are numerous and powerful; but we have many 
friends determining to be free, and heaven and earth will aid 
the resolution. On you depend the fortunes of America. 
iTou are to decide the important question on which rest the 
happiness and liberty of millions yet unborn. Act worthy 
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of ycmrselves. The faltering tongae of lioftry age calls otf 
you to support your coantry. The lisping infant laises its 
suppliant hands imploring defence against the monster 
slavery. Your fathers look from their celestial seats ^iU 
smiling approbation on their sons, who boldly stand forth in 
the cause of virtue; but sternly froTTn upon the inhuman mis- 
creant who, to secure the loaves and fishes to himself, would 
breed a serpent to destroy his children. 

But, pardon me, my fellow citizens, I know you want not 
zeal or fortitude. You will maintain your rights or perish in 
the generous struggle. However difficult the combat, you 
never will decline it when freedom is the prize. An independ- 
ence of Great Britain is not our aim. No, our wish is that 
Britain and the colonies may, like the oak and ivy, grow and 
increase in strength together. But whilst the infatuated plan of 
making one part of the empire slaves to the other is persisted 
in, the interests and safety of Britain, as well as the colonieB, 
require that the wise measures recommended by the honorable 
the Continental Congress be steadily pursued; whereby the 
unnatural contest between a parent honored and a child be- 
loved may probably be brought to such an issue as that the 
peace and happiness of both may be established upon a lasting 
basis. But if these pacific measures are ineffectual, and it ap- 
pears that the only way to safety is through fields of blood, I 
know you will not turn your faces from your foes, but will, 
undaimtedly, press forward until tyranny is trodden under 
foot, and you have fixed your adored goddess, Liberty, fast 
by a Brunswick's side, on the American throne. 

You then, who have nobly espoused your country's cause, 
who g^ierously have saerifieed wealth and ease; who have de- 
spised the pomp saaA show of tinselled greatness; refused the 
summons to the festive board; been deaf to the alluring calls 
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ot luxury and mirth; who have forsaken the downy pillow to 
keep yotir vigils by the midnight lamp for the salvation of your 
invaded coimtry, that you might break the fowler's snare and 
disappoint the vulture of his prey — you then will reap that 
harvest of renown which you so justly have deserved. Tour 
country shall pay her grateful tribute of applause. Even the 
children of your most inveterate enemice, ashamed to tell from 
whom they sprang, while they, in secret, curse their stupid, 
cruel parents, shall join the general voice of gratitude to those 
who broke the fetters which their fathers forged. 

Having redeemed your country, and secured the blessing to 
future generations, who, fired by your example^ shall emulate 
your virtues and learn from you the hearenly art of making 
millions happy; with heartfelt joy, with trsnsports all your 
0wn, you cry, the glorious work is done; then drop the mantle 
to some young EHsha, and take your seats with kindred spirits 
in your native skies! 
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VINDICATION OF THE COLONIES 

[The king, in his speech at the opening of Parliament in November, 
1774, informed that assembly that '^a most daring spirit of resistance and 
disobedience still prevailed in Massachusetts and had broken forth in 
fresh violences of a criminal nature; that the most proper and effectual 
methods had been taken to prevent these mischiefs; and that they, the 
Parliament, might depend upon a firm resolution to withstand every 
attempt to weaken or impair the supreme authority of Parliament over 
all the dominions of the Crown." The following speech in reference to 
this declaration of the king was delivered by Mr. Wilson, in January, 1776, 
in the Convention for the Province of Pennsylvania.] 

ME. CHATRM AN. — Whence, sir, proceeda all the invid- 
ious and ill-grounded clamor against the colonistB 
of America? Why are they stigmatized in Britian 
as licentious and ungovernable? Why is their virtuous oppo- 
sition to the illegal attempts of their governors represented 
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und^ tlie falsest colors and placed in the most ungracious 
point of view? This opposition, when exhibited in its true 
light, and when viewed with unjaundiced eyes from a proper 
situation and at a proper distance, stands confessed the lovely 
offspring of freedom. It breathes the spirit of its parent. 

Of this ethereal spirit the whole conduct, and particularly 
the late conduct of the colonists has shown them eminently 
pofisessed. It has animated and regulated every part of their 
proceedings. It has been recognized to be genuine by all 
those symptoms and effects by which it has been distin- 
guished in other ages and other countries. It has been calm 
and regular: it has not acted without occasion: it has not 
acted disproportionately to the occasion. As the attempts, 
open or secret^ to undermine or to destroy it, have been 
repeated or enforced; in a just degree its vigilance and its 
vigor have been exerted to defeat or to disappoint them. As 
its exertions have been sufficient for those purposes hitherto, 
let us hence draw a joyful prognostic that they will continue 
•ufficient for those purposes hereafter. It is not yet exhausted; 
it will still operate irresistibly whenever a necessary occasion 
shall call forth its strength. 

Permit me, sir, by appealing in a few instances to the 
spirit and conduct of the colonists, to evince that what I have 
said of them is just. Did they disclose any uneasiness at the 
proceedings and claims of the British Parliament before those 
claims and proceedirgs afforded a reasonable cause for it? 
Did they even disclose any uneasiness when a reasonable cause 
for it was first given? 

Our rights were invaded by their regulations of our internal 
policy. We submitted to them: we were unwilling to oppose 
them. The spirit of liberty was slow to act When those 
invasions were renewed j when the efficacy and malignancy of 
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tbem were attempted to be ledoFabled by the Stamp Aet; when 
chains were farmed for us and preparations were made for 
riveting them on our limbs, what measures did we pursue? 
The spirit of liberty found it necessary now to act; but she 
acted with the calmness and decent dignity suited to her char- 
aeter.' Were we rash or seditious? Did We discover want 
of loyalty to our sovereign? Did we betray want of affection 
to our brethren in Britain? Let our dutiful and reverential 
petitions to the tibrone — let our respectful, though firm, 
remonstrances to the Parliament — let our warm and affec- 
tionate addresses to our brethr^i and (we will still call them) 
our friends in Great Britain — let all those, transmitted from 
every part of the continent^ testify the trath. By their tes- 
timony let our conduct be tried. 

As our prooeedingB during the existence and operaticm of 
the Stamp Act prove fully and incontestably the painful sear 
sations that tortured our breasts from the prospect of disunion 
with Britian, the peals of joy which burst forth universally 
upcNQL the repeal of that odious statute loudly proclaim the 
heartfelt delight produced in us by a reconciliation with heat. 
Unsuf^idous, because undesigning, we buried our oomplainta 
and the causes of them in oblivion, and returned with eagar- 
nesB to our former unreserved confidence. Our conneetioft 
with our parent eoimtry, and the reciprocal blessings result- 
ing from it to her and to us, were the favorite and pleasing 
topics of our public diaeourses and our private converaatiooa. 
Lulled in delightful security, we dreamed of nothing but 
increasing fondness and friendship, cemented and stroogthr 
ened by a kind and perpetual communication o£ good offices. 

Soon, however, too soon, were we awalbened £n»n the soodL-^ 
ing dreams t Our enenues renewed their designs agadbist ufly 
not with less maHeei but with mo^ art. Hnder the pknmble 
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pretence of r^ulating our trade, and, at the same time^ of 
TnakiTig provkdon for the admixustration of justice and tke 
support of government in some of the colonies, they pursued 
their scheme of depriving us of our property without our 
oonaent. 

As the attempts to distress us, and to degrade us to a ra&k 
inferior to that of freemen, appeared now to be reduced into 
a regular system, it became proper on our part to form a 
regular system for counteracting them. We ceased to import 
goods from Great Britain. Was this measure dictated by 
selfishness or by licentiousness? Did it not injure ourselves 
while it injured the British merchants and manufacturers} 
Was it inconsistent with the peaceful demeanor of subjects to 
abstain from making purchases when our freedom and our 
safety rendered it necessary for us to abstain from them* 

A regard for our freedom and our safe^ was our only 
motive; for no sooner had the Parliament, by repealing part 
of the revenue laws, inspired us with the flattering hopes 
that they had departed from their intentions of oppressing 
and of taxing us, than we ioisook our plan for defea&ig those 
intentions and began to import as formerly* Far from being 
peevish or captious, we took no public notice ey&k of their 
declaratory law of dominion over us: our candor led us to 
consider it as a -decent expedient of retreating from the 
actual exercise of that dominion. 

But, alas! the root of bitterness still remained. The duty 
on tea was reserved to furnish oocasion to the ministry for a 
new eflfort to enslave and to ruin us; and the East India Com- 
pany were chosen and consented to be the detested instru- 
menls of ministerial despotism and crudty. A caigo of 
th^ tea arrived at Boston. By a low artifice of tise gov- 
ernor, and by the wicked activity of the tools of government, 
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it was Tendered impossible to store it up or to send it back, 
as was done at other places. A number of persona, unknown, 
destroyed it. 

Let us here make a concession to our enemies: let us sup- 
pose tbat the transaction deserves all the dark and hideous 
colors in which they have painted it: let us even suppose (for 
our cause admits of an excess of candor) that all their exag- 
gerated accounts of it were confined strictly to the truth; what 
will follow? Will it follow that every British colony in 
America, or even the colony of Massachusetts Bay, or even 
the town of Boston, in that colony, merits the imputation of 
being factious and seditious? Let the frequent mobs and riots 
that have happened in Great Britain upon much more trivial 
occasions shame our calumniators into silence. Will it f ol- 
low, because the rules of order and regular government were 
in that instance, violated by the offenders, that for this reason 
the principles of the constitution and the maxims of jus- 
tice must be violated by their punishment? Will it follow, 
because those who were guilty could not be known, that there- 
fore those who were known not to be guilty must suffer? 
Will it follow that even the guilty should be condemned with- 
out being heard — that they should be condenmed upon par- 
tial testimony, upon the representations of their avowed and 
embittered enemies? Why were they not tried in courts of 
justice knovm to the constitution and by juries of their 
neighborhood ? 

Their courts and their juries were not, in the case of 
Captain Preston, transported beyond the bounds of justice 
by their resentment: why, then, should it be presumed that 
in the case of those offenders they would be prevented from 
doing justice by their affection? But the colonists, it seems, 
must be stripped of their judicial as well as of their legisla- 
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tive powers. They must be liound by a legislature, they 
must be tried by a jurisdiction, not their own. Their con- 
stitutions must be changed: their liberties must be abridged: 
and those who shall be most infamously active in changing 
their constitutions and abridging their liberties must, by an 
express provision, be exempted from punishment. 

I do not exaggerate the matter, sir, when I extend these 
observations to all the colonists. The Parliament meant to 
extend the effects of their proceedings to all the colonists. 
The plan on which their proceedings are formed extends 
to them all. From an incident of no very uncommon or atro- 
cious nature, which happened in one colony, in one town in 
that colony, and in which only a few of the inhabitants of 
that town took a part, an occasion has been taken by those 
who probably intended it, and who certainly prepared the way 
for it, to impose upon that colony, and to lay a foundation and 
a precedent for imposing upon all the rest, a system of stat- 
utes, arbitrary, unconstitutional, oppressive, in every view, 
and in every degree subversive of the rights, and inconsistent 
with even the name of freemen. 

Were the colonists so blind as not to discern the conse- 
quences of these measures? Were they so supinely inactive 
as to take no steps for guarding against them? They were 
not They ought not to have been so. We saw a breach 
made in those barriers which our ancestors, British and Amer- 
ican, with so much care, with so much danger, with so much 
treasure, and with so much blood, had erected, cemented, and 
established for the security of their liberties, and — with filial 
piety let us mention it — of ours. We saw the attack actually 
begun upon one part: ought we to have folded our hands in 
indolence, to have lulled our eyes in slumbers, till the attack 
y^BB carried on so as to become irresistible in every partt 
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Sir, I pieaume to think not We were roiiseci; we weice 
alanned, as we had reason to be. But still our measures have 
been such as the spirit of Hberty and of lojaltj directed; not 
such as a spirit of sedition or of disaffection would puxsue. 
Our counsels have been conducted without rashness and fac- 
tion: our resolutions have been taken without frenzy or fuiy. 

That the sentiments of eveiy individual concerning that 
important object, his liberty, might be known and regarded, 
meetings have been held and deliberations carried on in every 
particular district. That thq sentiments of all those indi- 
viduals might gradually and regularly be collected into a 
single point, and the conduct of each inspired and directed by 
the result of the whole united ; county committees, provincial 
conventions^ a Continental Congress have been appointed, have 
met and resolved. By this means a chain — ^more inestimably 
and, while the necessity for it continues, we hope more indis- 
soluble than one of gold — a chain of freedom has been 
formed of which every individual in these colonies who is 
willing to preserve the greatest of human blessings, his lib- 
erty, has the pleasure of beholding himself a link. 

Are these measures, sir, the brats of disloyalty, of disaffec- 
tion? There are miscreants among us, wasps that suck poison 
from the most salubrious flowers, who tell us they are. They 
tell us that all those assemblies are unlawful, and unauthorized 
by our constitutions; and that all their deliberations and res- 
olutions are so many transgressions of the duty of subjects. 
The utmost malice brooding over the utmost baseness, and 
nothing but sueh a hated commixture, must have hatched tfak 
calumny. 

Do not those men know — would they have others not to 
know — that it was impossible for the inhabitants of the same 
province, and for the legislatures of the different provinces^ 
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to communicate their sentiments to one another in the modes 
appointed for sach purposes by their different ccsistitittions? 
Do not they know — would they have others not to know — 
that all this was rendered impossible by those very persons 
who now, or whose minions now, urge this objection against 
us? Do not they know — would they have others not to 
know — that the different assemblies, who could be dissolved 
by the governors, were, in consequence of ministerial man- 
dates, dissolved by them whenever they attempted to turn 
their attention to the greatest objects which, as guardians of 
the liberty of their constituents, could be presented to their 
view? 

The arch enemy of the human race torm^xts them only for 
those actions to which he has tempted, but to which he has 
not necessarily obliged them. Those men refine even upon 
infernal malice: they accuse, they threaten us (sup^lative 
impudence!) for taking those very steps which we were laid 
under the disagreeable necessity of taking by themselves^ or 
by those in whose hateful service they are enlisted. But let 
them know that our counsels, our deliberati<»is, our reeolu- 
tions, if not authorized by the forms, because that was rai- 
dered impossible by our enemies, are nevertheless authorized 
by that which weighs much moie in the scale of reason— 
by the q>iiit of our constitutions. Was the conventioD. of tke 
faaroBB at Runnymede, where the tyranny of John was 
checked and Magna Charta was signed, authorized by Hie 
foTiDfi oi the eoaxstitution? Was the convention Pariiameat 
that recalled Charles the Second and restored the moii^axk^. 
taxUhmzBd by tiie fonoB of the constitutioal Was the eon- 
vfintion of Lords and OonuMone tiiat plaeed Sing WiSini 
on the throne, and secured the monarchy and liberty Iftswiee, 
•sriJUMriiBd by the iomm of the constitiition. I caimot con- 
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ceal my emotions of pleasure when I observe that the objec- 
tions of our adversaries cannot be urged against us but in 
common with those venerable assemblies whose proceedings 
formed such an accession to British liberty and British 
renown. 

The resolutions entered into, and the recommendations 
given, by the Continental Congress, have stamped in the 
plainest characters the genuine and enlightened spirit of lib- 
erty upon the conduct observed and the measures pursued 
in consequence of them. As the invasions of our rights have 
become more and more formidable, our opposition to them 
has increased in firmness and vigor in a just, and in no more 
• than a just^ proportion. 

We wiU not import goods from Great Britain or Ireland: 
in a little time we will suspend our exportations to them; and, 
if the same illiberal and destructive system of policy be still 
carried on against us, in a little time more we will not con- 
sume their manufactures. In that colony, where the attacks 
have been most open, immediate, and direct, some further 
steps have been taken, and those steps have met with the 
deserved approbation of the other provinces. 

Is this scheme of conduct allied to rebellion? Can any 
symptoms of disloyalty to his majesty, of disinclination to his 
illustrious family, or of disregard to his authority, be traced 
in it? Those who would blend, and whose crimes have made 
it necessary for them to blend, the tyrannic acts of adminis- 
tration with the lawful measures of government, and to veil 
every flagitious procedure of the ministry under the venera- 
ble mantle of majesty, pretend to discover, and employ their 
emissaries to publish the pretended discovery of suoli 
qrmptoms. 

We are not, however, to be imposed upon by such shallow 
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artifices. We know that we have not violated the laws or the 
constitution; and that therefore we are safe as long as the 
laws retain their force and the constitution its vigor; and 
that, whatever our demeanor be, we cannot be safe much 
longer. But another object demands our attention. 

We behold, sir, with the deepest anguish we behold, that 
our opposition has not been as effectual as it has been con- 
stitutional. The hearts of our oppressors have not relented: 
our complaints have not been heard: our grievances have not 
been redressed: our rights are still invaded: and have we no 
cause to dread that the invasions of them will be enforced 
. in a manner against which all reason and argument and all 
opposition of every peaceful kind will be vain? Our oppo- 
sition has hitherto increased with our oppression; shall it, in 
the most desperate of all contingencies, observe the same pro- 
portion? 

Let us pause, sir, before we give an answer to this ques- 
tion. The fate of us, the fate of millions now alive, the fate 
of millions yet unborn, depend upon the answer. Let it be 
the result of calmness and intrepidity; let it be dictated by 
the principles of loyalty and the principles of liberty. Let it 
be such as never, in the worst events, to give us reason to 
reproach ourselves, or others reason *to reproach us, for hav- 
ing done too much or too little. 

Perhaps the following resolution may be found not alto- 
gether unbefitting our present situation. With the greatest 
deference I submit it to the mature consideration of this 
assembly : 

"That the act of the British Parliament for altering the 
charter and constitution of the colony of Massachusetts Bay, 
|a4 those ^ for the impartial administration of justice ' in that 
jBolony, for shutting the port of Boston, and for quartering 
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soldiers on the inliabitaiits of the colonies, axe unconstitutional 
and void, and can confer no authority upon those who act 
under color of them. That the Crown cannot, by its pre* 
rogative, alter the charter or constitution of that colony : that 
all attempts to alter the said charter or constitution^ unless by 
the authority of the legislature of that colony, are manifest 
violations of the rights of that colony and illegid : that all force 
employed to carry such unjust and illegal attempts into exeem- 
tion is force without authority : that it is the right of Britiafai 
subjects to resist such force: that this right is founded both 
upon the letter and the spirit of the British constitution/ 
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To prore, at this time, that those acts are unconstitutional 
and void is, I apprehend, altogether unnecessary. The doc- 
trine has been proved fully on other occasions, and has 
received the concurring assent of British America. It rests 
upon plain and indubitable truths. We do not send members 
to the British Parliament: we have Parliaments (it is imma- 
terial what name they go by) of our own. 

That a void act can confer no authority upon those who 
proceed under color of it is a self-evident proposition. 

Before I proceed to the other clauses I think it useful to 
recur to some of the fundamental maxims of the British con- 
stitution, upon which^ as upon a rock, our wise ancestors 
erected that stable fabric against which the gates of hell havs 
not hitherto prevailed. Those maxims I shall apply fairly, 
and, I flatter myself, satisfactorily to evince every particular 
contained in the resolution. 

The government of Britain, sir, was never an arbitrary gov- 
ernment; our ancestors were never inconsiderate enough to 
trust those rights which Qod and nature had given tbem 
unreservedly into the hands of tiieir princes. Howsavsr d&ffip 
onlt it may be, in other states, to prove an original contract 
subsisting in any other manner and on any other conditions 
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than are naturally and neceeearily implied in the yeory idea of 
the first institution of a state^ it is the easiest thing imaginable, 
since the Eevolution of 1688, to prove it in our constitution 
and to ascertain some of the material ardoleB of which it 
consist. 

It has been often appealed to: it has been often brok^i, 
at least on one past: it has been often renewed^ it has been 
often confinned: it still subsists in its full force: ^^ it binds the 
king as much as the meanest subject/' The x&easures of his 
power and the limits beyond which he oannot extend it are 
circumscribed and regulated by the seone authoiaty, and with 
the same precision, as the measurea of the subjeet's obedietnce; 
and the limits beyond wiach he is under no ebiigaiticm to prac- 
tise it Sire &s^ and ascertained. Liberty ia^ by the con- 
stitution, of equal stability, of equal antiquity^ and of equal 
jBttthority with prerqgativa The duties <d ihe 3aag and those 
of the subject axe plainly jDecijpreoal: tkey can be violated 
on neither side unless they be p^nbrmed on the ether. The 
law is the comman atandard by which the eoEeesses of pre* 
xegative as well as the excesses of liberty axe te be jregulated 
and reformed. 

Of this great compact be!t;ween the king and his peof^le one 
^essential article to be perf ocmed on his pact is, that in those 
eases where provision is expressly made and limitatioos set 
by the laws his government shall be conducted according to 
those provisions and restraixiyed according to those limitations; 
that in those cases which are not expressly pirovided 'i&r by the 
laws it shall be conducted by the best ruka of discretion, 
agreeably to the general spirit of the laws and subserviently 
ta their idtimate end — the interest and happiness of his sub- 
jects; that in no case it shall be conducted contrary to the 
eapress or to the implied principles of the constituition. 
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These general maxims, which we may justly consider as 
fundamentals of our govemment, will, by a plain and obvious 
application of them to the parts of the resolution remaining to 
be proved^ demonstrate them to be strictly agreeable. to the 
laws and constitution. 

We can be at no loss in resolving that the king cannot, bjj 
his prerogative, alter the charter or constitution of the colony 
of Massachusetts Bay. Upon what principle could such an 
exertion of prerogati's?;e be justified? On the acts of Parlia- 
ment? They are already proved to be void. On the dis- 
cretionary power which the king has of acting where the laws 
are silent? That power must be subservient to the interest 
and happiness of those concerning whom it operates. But 
I go further. Instead of being supported by law or the prin- 
ciples of prerc^ative, such an alteration is totally and abso- 
lutely repugnant to both. It is contrary to express law. The 
charter and constitution we speak of are confirmed by the 
only legislative power capable of confirming them; and no 
other power but that which can ratify can destroy. If it is 
contrary to express law, the consequence is necessary that 
it is contrary to the principles of prerogative; for prerogative 
can operate only when the law is silent. 

In no view can this alteration be justified or so much as 
excused. It cannot be justified or excused by the acts of 
Parliament; because the authority of Parliament does not 
extend to it: it cannot be justified or excused by the operation 
of prerogative; because this is none of the cases in which pre- 
rogative can operate: it cannot be justified or excused by the 
legislative authority of the colony; because that authority 
never has been, and I presume never will be, given for any; 
such purpose. 

If I have proceeded hitherto, as I am persuaded I havoi 
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upon safe and sure ground, I can with great confidence 
advance a step further and say that all attempts to alter the 
charter or constitution of that colony, unless by the authority 
of its own legislature, are violations of its rights, and illegal. 

If those attempts are illegal, must not all force employed 
to carry them into execution be force employed against law 
and without authority? The conclusion is unavoidable. 

Have not British subjects, then, a right to resist such force 
— force acting with authority — force employed contrary to 
law — force employed to destroy the very existence of law and 
of liberty? They have, sir; and this right is secured to them 
both by the letter and the spirit of the British constitution, 
by which the measures and the conditions of their obedience 
are appointed. The British liberties, sir, and the means and 
the right of defending them, are not the grants of princes; and 
of what our princes never granted they surely can never 
deprive us. 

I beg leave here to mention and to obviate some plausible 
but ill-founded objections that have been and will be held 
forth by our adversaries against the principles of the resolution 
now before us. It will be observed that those employed for 
bringing about the proposed alteration in the charter and 
constitution of the colony of Massachusetts Bay act by virtue 
of a commission for that purpose from his Majesty; that all 
resistance of forces commissioned by his Majesty is resistance 
of his Majesty's authority and government, contrary to the 
duty of allegiance, and treasonable. These objections VTill be 
displayed in their most specious colors; every artifice of chi- 
canery and sophistry will be put in practice to establish them; 
law authorities, perhaps, will be quoted and tortured to prove 
them. Those principles of our constitution which were 
designed to preserve and to secure the liberty of the people^ 
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and, lor the sake of that, tiie tranquillity of goveraineiit^ will 
be perverted on this^ as they have been on many other ooca- 
sions, from their true intention, and will be made use of for 
the contrary purpose of endangering the latter and destroyiiig 
the f orm». The names of the most exalted virtues on one 
hand, and of the most atrocious crimes on the other, will be 
employed in direct contradiction to the nature of those virtues 
aad of those crimes; and in this manner those who cannot 
look beyond names will be deceived, and those whose aim 
it is to deceive by names will have an opportunity of accom- 
plishing it But, sir, this disguise will not impose upon us. 
We will look to things as well as to names; and, by doing so, 
we shall be fully satisfied that all those objections rest upon 
mere verbal sophistry and have not even the remotest aUianoe 

with the principles of reason or of law. 

J. 

in the first place, then, I say that the persons who aDege 
that those employed to alter the charter and constitutioa of 
Massachusetts Bay act by virtue of a conmiission from his 
Majesty for that purpose, speak impropoiy and contrary to 
the truth of the case. I say they act by virtoe of no sudi 
commission; I say it is impossible they can act by virtue g£ 
such a commission. What is called a commission either eoor 
tains ])articular directions for the purpose mentioned or it coBr 
tains no such particular directions. In either case can those 
who act for that purpose act by virtue of a commission? in 
one case what is called a commission is void; it has no kgal 
existenoe; it can communicate no authority, in the other 
case it ext^ads not to the purpose mentioned. The latfan 
point is too plain to be insisted on ; I prow the former. 

*^Id rex pciesty^' says the law, '^ fieod de jwns poiest.^^ The 
long's power is a power according to law. His commands^ 
if the authorily of Lord Chief Justice Hale may he 
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upon, are under the directive power of the law, and conse- 
quently invalid if unlawful. " Commissions," says my Lord 
Coke, " are legal, and are like the king's writs ; and none are 
lawful but such as are allowed by the common law or war- 
ranted by some act of Parliament." 

Let us examine any commission expressly directing those to 
whom it is given to use military force for carrying into 
execution the alterations proposed to be made in the charter 
and constitution of Massachusetts Bay, by the foregoing 
maxims and authorities; and what we have said concerning it 
will appear obvious and conclusive. It is not warranted by 
any act of Parliament, because, as has been mentioned on this 
and has been proved on other occasions, any such act is void. 
It is not warranted, and I believe it will not be pretended that 
it is warranted, by the common law. It is not warranted by the 
royal prerogative, because, as has already been fully shown, 
it is diametrically opposite to the principles and the ends of 
prerogative. Upon what foundation, then, can it lean and be 
supported? Upon none. Like an enchanted castle it may 
terrify those whose eyes are affected by the magic influence of 
Ae sorcerers, despotism and slavery ; but so soon as the charm 
is dissolved, and tihe genuine rays of liberty and of the con- 
stitution dart in upon us, the formidable appearance vanishes, 
and we discover that it was the baseless fabric of a vision, that 
never had any real existence. 

I have dwelt the longer upon this part of the objections 
urged against us by our adversaries, because this part is the 
foundation of all the others. We have now removed it; and 
they must fall of course. Por if the force acting for the pur- 
poses we have mentioned does not act, and cannot act, by 
virtue of any commission from his Majesty, the consequence 
IS undeniable that it acts without his Majesty's authority; that 
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the resistance of it is no resistance of his Majesty's authority/ 
nor incompatible with the duties of allegiance. 

Ajid now, sir, let me appeal to the impartial tribunal of 
reason and truth; let me appeal to every unprejudiced and 
judicious observer of the laws of Britain and of the constitu- 
tion of the British government; let me appeal^ I say, whether 
the principles on which I argue, or the principles on which 
alone my arguments can be opposed, are those which ought to 
be adhered to and acted upon; which of them are most con- 
sonant to our laws and liberties; which of them have the 
strongest, and are likely to have the most effectual tendency 
to establish and secure the royal power and dignity. 

Are we deficient in loyalty to his Majesty? Let our con- 
duct convict^ for it will fully convict, the insinuation that we 
are, of falsehood. Our loyalty has always appeared in the 
true form of loyalty, — in obeying our sovereign according 
to law: let those who would require it in any other form 
know that we call the persons who execute his conmiands, 
when contrary to law, disloyal and traitors. Are we ene- 
mies to the power of the Crown ? 

Ko, sir, we are its best friends: this friendship prompts na 
to wish that the power of the Crown may be firmly estab- 
lished on the most solid basis ; but we know that the constitu- 
tion alone will perpetuate the f orm^ and securely uphold the 
latter. 

Are our principles irreverent to Majesty? They are quite 
the reverse: we ascribe to it perfection almost divine. We 
say that the king can do no wrong: we say that to do wrong 
is the property, not of power, but of weakness. We feel 
oppression and will oppose it; but we know, for our consti- 
tution tells us, that oppression can never spring from the 
throne. We must therefore search elsewhere for its bovtmI 
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OOP infallible guide will direct us to it. Our constitution tells 
us that all oppression springs from the ministers of the throne. 
The attributes of perfection ascribed to the king are neither 
by the constitution nor in fact communicable to his minis- 
ters. They may do wrong; they have often done wrong; they 
have been often punished for doing wrong. 

Here we may discern the true cause of all the impudent 
clamor and unsupported accusations of the ministers and of 
their minions^ that have been raised and made against the con- 
duct of the Americans. Those ministers and minions are sen- 
sible that the opposition is directed, not against his Majesty, 
but against them; because they have abused his Majesty's con- 
fidence, brought discredit upon his government, and derogated 
from his justice. They see the public vengeance collected in 
dark clouds around them: their consciences tell them that it 
should be hurled, like a thunderbolt, at their guilty heads. 

Appalled with guilt and fear, they skulk behind the throne. 
Is it disrespectful to drag them into public view and make 
ft distinction between them and his Majesty, under whose ven- 
erable name they daringly attempt to shelter their crimes? 
Nothing can more effectually contribute to establish his 
Majesty on the throne, and to secure to him the affections of 
his people, than this distinction. By it we are taught to 
consider all the blessings of government as flowing from the 
throne, and to consider every instance of oppression as pro- 
ceeding, which in truth is oftenest the case, from the minis- 
ters. 

If, now, it is true that all force employed for the purposes 
80 often mentioned is force unwarranted by any act of Par- 
liament, unsupported by any principle of the common law, 
unauthorized by any commission from the Orown; that, 
instead of being employed for the support of the constitution 
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and his Majesty's government, it must be employed for the 
support of oppression and ministerial tyranny; if all this is 
true (and I flatter myself it appears to be true), can any one 
hesitate to say that to resist such force is lawful, and that both' 
the letter and the spirit of the British constitution justify 
such resistance? 

Eesistance, both by the letter and the spirit of the British 
constitution, may be carried further, when necessity requires 
it, than I have carried it. Many examples in the English 
history might be adduced, and many authorities of the greatest 
weight might be brought to show that when the king, for- 
getting his chai^cter and his dignity, has stepped forth and 
openly avowed and taken a part in such iniquitous conduct as 
has been described; in such cases, indeed, the distinction above 
mentioned, wisely made by the constitution for the security 
of the Crown, could not be applied; because the Crown had 
unconstitutionally rendered the application of it impossible. 
What has been the consequence? The distinction between 
him and his ministers has been lost; but they have not been 
raised to his situation: he has sunk to theirs. 
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tJllflLLIAM HBNRT DRATTON, an American statesman, was born at 
YY Drayton Hall on the Ashley River, South Carolina, in September, 
11742. In his eleventh year he was taken to England to be educated, and 
Istvdied at Westminster School and Balliol College, Oxford University. 
He returned to South Carolina in 1764, and after studying history and law 
was admitted to the bar. He took a keen interest in politics and in 1769 
published letters in the "South Carolina Gazette" over the signature "Free- 
man," strongly condenming certain doings of the patriotic party. The 
next year he left the province in disgust, and, going to England, republished 
the letters there, was presented at court, and in February, 1771, was 
appointed a member of the council of South Carolina. He returned to the 
colony a year later, entering upon his duties in April, 1773, but as the 
political situation grew tenser he frequently found himself in opposition 
to the officers of the crown. The royal council, hoping for his continued 
support, appointed him assistant Judge in 1774, but very soon after this 
Drayton published a pamphlet signed ** Freeman," setting forth the 
American grievances, in a spirit directly opposed to his earlier writings 
over the same signature. His action gave great offence to the royalist 
party, and Drayton was subsequently suspended ft^m the offices he held 
under the crown. In the following year he became a president of the 
Committee of Safety and president of the Provincial Congress also, and 
after the adoption of a constitution pro tempore was chief Justice of South 
Carolina. In his charge to the grand Jury of Charleston, on April 22, 1776, 
he declared that the king had no longer any authority in South Carolina, 
and his other charges delivered that year to the same effect produced a 
great impression both at home and in the mother country. In 1778 he 
entered the Continental Congress, of which he remained an active member 
until his death at Philadelphia, September 3, 1779. His manuscr^t account 
of the events of that period was issued by his son in 1821, with biographical 
details* aa " Memoirs of the American Revolution." 

CHARGE TO THE GRAND JURY 

DELIVERED AT CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, APRIL s), 1796 

GENTLEMEN* OF THE GKAKD JUKY,— When, 
by evil machinations tending to nothing less than 
absolute tyranny, trials by jury have been discon- 
tinued, and juries, in discharge of their duty, have assembled, 
and as soon as met, as silently and arbitrarily dismissed without 

'being impanelled, whereby, in contempt of Magna Charta, 

(2709) 
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justice has been delayed and denied it cannot but afford to 
every good citizen the most sincere satisfaction once more to 
see juries, as they now are, legally impanelled, to the end 
that the laws may be duly administered — ^I do most heartily 
congratulate you upon so important an event. 

In this court, where silence has but too long presided, witH 
a direct purpose to loosen the bands of government, that this 
country might be involved in anarchy and confusion, you are 
now met to regulate your verdicts under a new constitution 
of government independent of royal authority. A constitu- 
tion which arose according to the great law of nature and of 
nations, and which was established in the late Congress on the 
26th of March last — a day that will be ever memorable in 
this country — a month remarkable in our history for having 
given birth to the original constitution of our government in 
the year 1669; for being the era of the American calamities 
by the Stamp Act in the year 1765 ; for being the date of the 
repeal of that act in the following year; and for the conclusion 
of the famous siege of Boston, when the American arms com- 
pelled General Howe, a general of the first reputation in the 
British service, with the largest, best-disciplined, and best- 
provided army in that service, supported by a formidable 
fleet, so precipitately to abandon the most impregnable forti- 
fications in America as that he left behind him a great part 
of the bedding, military stores, and cannon of the army. 
And for so many important events is the month of March re- 
markable in our annals. 

But I proceed to lay before you the principal causes leading 
to the late revolution of our government — the law upon the 
point — and the benefits resulting from that happy and neces- 
sary establishment. The importance of the transaction de- 
serves such a state — the occasion demands, and our future 
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wplfaro requires it. To do this may take up some little time; 

but the subject is of the highest moment and worthy of your 
particular attention. I will therefore confine my discourse to 
that great point; and, after charging you to attend to the due 
observance of the jury law and the patrol and negro acts, for- 
bearing to mention the other common duties of a grand jury, 
I will expound to you the constitution of your country. 

The house of Brunswick was yet scarcely settled in the Brit- 
ish throne, to which it had been called by a free people, when, 
in the year 1719, our ancestors in this country, finding that the 
government of the lords proprietors operated to their ruin, 
exercised the rights transmitted to them by their forefathers 
of England, and, casting off the proprietary authority, called 
upon the house of Brunswick to rule over them — a house ele- 
vated to royal dominion for no other purpose than to preserve 
to a people their inalienable rights. 

The king accepted the invitation, and thereby indisputably 
admitted the legality of that revolution. And in so doing, by 
his own act, he vested in those our forefathers and us their 
posterity, a clear right to effect another revolution if ever the 
government of the house of Brunswick should operate to the 
ruin of the people. So the excellent Roman emperor, Trajan, 
delivered a sword to Saburanus, his captain of the Praetorian 
guard, with this admired sentence: ^ Receive this sword, and 
use it to defend me if I govern well, but against me if I be- 
have ill." 

With joyful acclamations our ancestors, by act of Assem- 
bly passed on the 18th day of August, 1721, recognized the 
British monarch: The virtues of the second George are still 
revered among us; he was the father of his people, and it 
was with ecstasy we saw his grandson, George the Third, 
mount the throne possessed of the hearts of his subjects. 
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But alas! almost with the commencement of his reign his 
subjects felt causes to complain of government. The reign 
advanced — the grievances became more numerous and intol- 
erable — the complaints more general and loud — the whole 
empire resounded with the cries of injured subjects 1 At 
length, grievances being unredressed and ever increasing; all 
patience being borne down; all hope destroyed; all confidence 
in royal government blasted! — Behold! the empire is rent 
from pole to pole ! — perhaps to continue asunder forever. 

The catalogue of our oppressions, continental and local, is 
enormous. Of such oppressions I will mention only some of 
the most weighty. 

Under color of law the king and parliament of Great Brit- 
ain have made the most arbitrary attempts to enslave America: 

By claiming a right to bind the colonies " in all cases what- 



soever; " 



By laying duties, at their mere will and pleasure, upon all 
the colonies; 

By suspending the legislature of New York 

By rendering the American charters of no validity, having 
annulled the most material parts of the charter of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay; 

By divesting multitudes of the colonists of their property 
with<5ut legal accusation or trial; 

By depriving whole colonies of the bounty of Providence on 
their own proper coasts, in order to coerce them by famine; 

By restricting the trade and commerce of America; 

By sending to and continuing in America, in time of peace, 
an armed force, without and against the consent of the people; 

By granting impunity to a soldiery instigated to murder the 
Americans; 

By declaring that the people of Massachusetts Bay are 
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liaUe, for offences, or pretended offences, done in that 
colony, to be sent to and tried for the same in England, or 
in. any colony where they cannot have the benefit of a jury 
of the vicinage ; 

By establishing in Quebec the Roman Catholic religion and 
anarbitrary government instead of the Protestant religion and 
a free government. 

And thus America saw it demonstrated that no faith ought 
to be put in a royal proclamation; for I must observe to you 
that in the year 1763, by such a proclamation, people were 
invited to settle in Canada, and were assured of a legislative 
representation, the benefit of the common law of England, and 
a free government. 

It is a misfortune to the public that this is not the only in- 
stance of the inefficacy of a royal proclamation. However, 
having given you one instance of a failure of royal faith in the 
northern extremity of this abused continent, let it suffice that 
I direct your attention to the southern extremity; respecting 
which the same particulars were in the same manner prom- 
ised, but the deceived inhabitants of St. Augustine are left by 
th^ grand jury in vain to complain and lament to the world, 
and yet scarcely permitted to exercise even that privilege dis- 
tinguishing the miserable, that royal faith is not kept with 
them. 

The proceedings which I have enumerated, either imme- 
'diately or in their evident consequences, deeply affected all 
the colonies: ruin stared them in the face. They united their 
counsels and laid their just complaints before the throne, pray- 
ing a redrosB of grievances. But, to their astonishment, their 
'dujtif ul petition for peace and safety was answered only by an 
actual commencement of war and military destruction! 

In the meantime the British troops that had been peaceably 
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received by the devoted inhabitants of Boston as the troops of 
their sovereign, bound to protect them! fortified that town, to 
imprison the inhabitants and to hold that capital against the 
people to whom it belonged! And the British rulers having 
determined to appeal from reason and justice to violence and 
arms, a select body of those troops being in the night suddenly 
and privately marched from Boston — at Lexington, on the 
19th day of April, 1775, they by surprise drew the sword of 
civil war and plunged it into the breasts of the Americans! 
Against this horrid injustice the Almighty gave instant judg- 
ment: a handful of coimtry militia, badly armed, suddenly 
collected, and unconnectedly and irregularly brought up 
to repel the attack, discomfited the regular bands of the 
tyranny; they retreated, and night saved them from total 
slaughter. 

Thus forced to take up arms in our own defence, America 
yet again most dutifidly petitioned the king that he would be 
pleased " to direct some mode by which the imited applications 
of his faithful colonists to the throne, in presence of their com- 
mon councils, might be improved into a happy and permanent 
reconciliation; and that in the meantime measures might be 
taken for preventing the further destruction of the lives of his 
Majesty's subjects." 

But it was in vain! 

The petition on the part of millions, praying that the effu- 
sion of blood might be stayed, was not thought worthy of an 
answer! The nefarious war continued. The ruins of 
Charlestown, Falmouth, and Norfolk, towns not constructed 
for offence or defence, mark the humane progress of the royal 
arms: so the ruins of Carthage, Corinth, and Numantium pro- 
claimed to the world that justice was expelled the Koman sen- 
ate! On the other^hand, th^„ fortitude with which America 



CHARGE TO THB GRAND JURY 



2715 



has endured these civil and military outrages; the union of her 
people, as astonishing as unprecedented, when we consider 
their various manners and religious tenets; their distance frotn 
each other; their various and clashing local interests; their self- 
denial; and their miraculous success in the prosecution of the 
war: I say, these things all demonstrate that the Lord of 
Hosts is on our side! 

So it is apparent that the Almighty Constructor of the uni- 
verse, having formed this continent of materials to compose 
a state pre-eminent in the world, is now making use of the 
tyranny of the British rulers as an instrument to fashion and 
arrange those materials for the end for which, in his wisdom, 
he had formed them. 

In this enlightened age humanity must be particidarly 
shocked at a recital of such violences; and it is scarce to be 
believed that the British tyranny could entertain an idea of 
proceeding against America by a train of more dishonorable 
machinations. But nothing less than absolute proof has con- 
vinced us that in carrying on the conspiracy against the rights 
of humanity the tyranny is capable of attempting to per^ 
petrate whatever is infamous. 

For the Kttle purpose of disarming the imprisoned inhabit- 
ants of Boston, the king's general, Gage, in the face of day, 
violated the public faith, by himself plighted; and in concert 
with other governors and with John Stuart he made every 
attempt to instigate the savage nations to war upon the southern 
colonies, indiscriminately to massacre man, woman, and child. 
The governors in general have demonstrated that truth is not 
in them ; they have inveigled negroes from and have armed 
them against their masters; they have armed brother against 
brother, son against father! 

Ohl Almighty Director. of the universe 1 what confidence 
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oan be put In a govemment ruling hj such engiiifiB and upon 
such principles of unnatural destruction! — a government that 
upon tlie 2lBt day of December last made a kw^ ex post facto, 
to justify what had been done, not only without law, but in its 
nature unjust I — a law to make prize of all vessels trading in^ 
tOy or from the united colonies — a law to make slaves of the 
crews of such vessels, and to compel them to bear arms against 
their conscience^ their fathers, their bleeding coimtryl The 
world, so old as it is, heretofore had never heard of so 
atrocious a procedure: it has no parallel in the registeis of 
tyranny. But to proceed 

The kifig's judges in this country refused to administer jus- 
tice; and the late governor. Lord William Campbell, acting aa 
the king's representative for him, and on his behalf, having 
endeavored to subvert the constitution of this country by 
breaking the original contract between king and people^ 
attacking the people by force of arms; having violated th^ 
fundamental laws; having carried ofi the great seal, and 
having withdrawn himself out of this colony, he abdicated the 
government. 

Oppressed by sucn a variety of enormous injuries, etm\^ 
nental and local, civil and military, and by diveiB other arbi- 
traiy and illegal courses, all done and perpetrated by the as- 
sent, eomnumd, or sufferance of the king of Great Britain, 
the represra^tatives of South Carolina, in Congress assembled, 
found thanselves under an unavoidable necessity of estaUyk- 
ing a form of govemment, with powers legislative, executive, 
and judicial, for the good of the people, — ^the (Hrigin and 
great end of all just government. For this only end the 
house of Brunswick was called to rule over ua Oh, agonifl* 
ing reflection ! that house ruled us with swords, fire, and bay* 
pnetsi The British government operated only to our destnxo- 
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KatUT^ cried aloud^ self-presciration is tHe great law 
-—we hare but obeyed. 

If I tnm my thoughts to recollect in history a clumge of 
goyarument upon more cogent reasons I say I know of no 
change upon principles so provoking, compelling, justifiable. 
And in these respects even the famous revolution in 
England in the year 1688 is much inferior. However, we 
need no better authority than that illustrious precedent, and 
I will therefore compare the causes of and the law upon the 
two events. 

On the seventh of February, 1688, the Lords and Commons 
of England, in convention, completed the following resolu- 
tion: 

"Resolved, that King James the Second, having endeavored 
to subvert the constitution of the kingdom by breaking the 
original contract between the king and people; and, by 
the advice of Jesuits and other wicked persons, having 
violated the fundamental laws, and having withdrawn him- 
self out of this kingdom, has abdicated the government, and 
that the throne is thereby vacaat.'' 

That famous resolution deprived James of his crown, and 
became the foundation on which the throne of the present 
king of Great Britain is built: it also supports the edifice of 
government which we have erected. 

In that resolve there are but three facts stated to have been 
done by James: I will point them out, and examine whether 
those facts will apply to the present king of Great Britain, 
with regard to the operations of government, by him or his 
repriesentative, immediately or by consequence affecting this 
colony. 

The first fact is the having endeavored to subvert the consti- 
tution of the kingdom by breaking the original contracta 
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The yiolation of the fundamental laws is the second fact; 
and in support of these two charges the Lords spiritual and 
temporal and Conmions assembled at Westminster on the 
twelfth day of February, 1688, declared that James was 
guilty: 

" By assuming and exercising a power of dispensing with, 
and suspending of laws, and the execution of laws, without 
consent of Parliament: 

" By committing and prosecuting divefs worthy prelates for 
humbly petitioning to be excused from concurring to the said 
assumed power: 

" By issuing and causing to be executed a commission, under 
the great seal, for erecting a court called the court of com- 
missioners for ecclesiastical causes: 

" By levying money for and to the use of the Crown, by 
pretence of prerogative, for other time and in other manner 
\ than the same was granted by Parliament: 

" By raising and keeping a standing army within this king- 
dom in time of peace, without consent of Parliament; and 
quartering soldiers contrary to law: 

" By causing several good subjects, being Protestants, to be 
disarmed, at the same time when Papists were both armed and 
employed contrary to law: 

" By violating the freedom of election of members to serve 
in Parliament: 

" By prosecutions in the Court of King^s Bench for matters 
and causes cognizable only in Parliament; and by divers other 
arbitrary and illegal courses." 

This declaration, thus containing two points of crimin- 
ality — breach of the original contract and violation of funda- 
mental laws — I am to distinguish one from the other. 

In the first place, then, it is laid down in the best law 
authorities that protection and subjection are reciprocal, and 
that these reciprocal duties form the original contract between 
king and people. It therefore follows that the original con- 
tract was broken by Jameses conduct as above stated, which 
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amounted to a not affording due protection to tis people. And 
it is as clear that he violated the fundamental laws by the sus- 
pending of laws and the execution of laws; by levying money; 
by violating the freedom of election of members to serve in 
Parliament; by keeping a standing army in time of peace; and 
by quartering soldiers contrary to law and without consent of 
Parliament; which is as much as to say that he did those 
things without consent of the legislative assembly chosen by 
the personal election of that people over whom such doings 
were exercised. 

These points, reasonings, and conclusions being settled in, 
deduced from, and established upon parliamentary proceedings 
and the best law authorities, must ever remain unshaken. I 
am now to undertake the disagreeable task of examining 
whether they will apply to the violences which have lighted 
up and now feed the flames of civil war in America. 

James the Second suspended the operations of laws; 
George the Third caused the charter of the Massachusetts Bay 
to be in effect annihilated; he suspended the operation of the 
law which formed a legislature in New York, vesting it with 
adequate powers; and thereby he caused the very ability of 
making laws in that colony to be suspended. 

King James levied money without the consent of the repre- 
sentatives of the people called upon to pay it; King George 
has levied money upon America, not only without, but ex- 
pressly against, the consent of the representatives of the people 
in America, 

King James violated the freedom of election of members to 
serve in Parliament; King George, by his representative. 
Lord William Campbell, acting for him and on his behalf, 
broke through a fundamental law of this country for the cer- 
Siun holding of general assemblies; and thereby, as far as in 
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him lay, not only violated but annihilated the very ability of 
holding a general aseembly. 

King James in time of peace kept a standing army in Eng- 
land without consent of the representatives of the people 
among whom that army was kept ; King George hath in time 
of peace invaded this continent with a large standing army 
without the consent, and he hath kept it within this continent 
expressly against the consent, of the representatives of the 
people among whom that army is posted. 

All which doings by King George the Third respecting 
America are as much contrary to our interests and welfare, as 
much against law, and tend as much, at least, to subvert and 
extirpate the liberties of this colony and of America, as the 
similar proceedings by James the Second operated respecting 
the people of England. For the same principle of law touch- 
ing the premises equally applies to the people of England in 
the one case and to the people of America in the other. And 
this is the great principle. Certain acts done over and affect- 
ing a people against and without their consent, expressed by 
themselves or by representatives of their own election. Upon 
this only principle was grounded the complaints of the people 
of England — upon the same is grounded the complaints of 
the people of America. And hence it clearly follows that if 
James the Second violated the fundamental laws of England, 
George the Third hath also violated the fundamental laws of 
America. 

Again — 

King James broke the original contract by not affording due 
protection to his subjects, although he was not charged with 
having seized their towns and with having held them against 
the people — or with having laid them in ruins by his arms — 
or with having seized their vessels — or with having pursued ^ 
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tile people with fire and sword — or with having declared 
them rebels for resisting his arms levelled to destroy their lives, 
Mberties, and properties — but George the Third hath done all 
those things against America^ and it is therefore undeniable 
that he hath not afforded due protection to the people. 

Wherefore, if James the Second broke the original contract, 
it is undeniable that George the Third has also broken the orig- 
inal contract between king and people, and that he made use 
of the most violent measures by which it cojild be done — vio- 
lences of which James was guiltless, — ^measures, carrying 
oonflagration, massacre, and open war amidst a people whose 
Bubjection to the king of Great Britain the law holds to be due 
enly as a return for protection. And so tenacious and clear 
is the law upon this very principle that it is laid down, subjec- 
tion is not due even to a king de jure, or of right, unless he be 
also king de facto, or in possession of the executive powers 
dispensing protection. 

Again—— 

The third fact charged against James is that he withdrew 
himseK out of the kingdom; and we know that the people of 
this country have declared that Lord William Campbell, the 
king of Great Britain^s representative, " having used his ut- 
most eflEorts to destroy the lives, liberties, and properties of the 
good people here, whom by the duty of his station he was 
bound to protect, withdrew himself out of the colony: '* henoe 
it will appear that George the Third hath withdrawn himself 
out of this colony, provided it be established that exactly the 
same natural consequence resulted from the withdrawing in 
each case respectively: King James personally out of England 
and King George out of Carolina by the agency of his sub- 
stitute and representative. Lord William Campbell. 

By King James's withdrawing, the executive magistrate was 
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gone ; thereby, in the eye of the law, the executive magistrate 
was dead, and of consequence royal government actually; 
ceased in England: so, by King George's representative's 
withdrawing, the executive magistrate was gone, the death, in 
law, became apparent, and of consequence royal government 
actually ceased in this colony. 

Lord WUliam withdrew L the king's representative, carry- 
ing off the great seal and royal instructions to governors ; and 
acting for and on the part of his principal, by every construc- 
tion of law, that conduct became the conduct of his principal; 
and thus James the Second withdrew out of England and 
George the Third withdrew out of South Carolina; and by 
such a conduct, respectively, the people in each country were 
exactly in the same degree injured. 

The three facts against King James being thus stated and 
compared with similar proceedings by King George, we are 
now to ascertain the result of the injuries done by the first, 
and the law upon that point; which, being ascertained, must 
naturally constitute the judgment in law upon the result of 
the similar injuries done by the last: and I am happy liiat I 
can give you the best authority upon this important point. 

Treating upon this great precedent in constitutional law, 
the learned Judge Blackstone declares that the result of the 
facts " amounted to an abdication of the government, which 
abdication did not affect only the person of the king himself, 
but also all his heirs; and rendered the throne absolutely and 
completely vacant." 

Thus it clearly appears that the government was not abdi- 
cated and the throne vacated by the resolution of the Lords 
and Commons; but that the resolution was only declaratory 
of the law of nature and reason, upon the result of the in- 
juries proceeding from the three combined facts of maladmin- 
istrgtioiu 
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And thus, as I Iiave on the foot of the best authorities made 
it evident that George the Third, king of Great Britain, has en- 
deavored to subvert the constitution of this country by break- 
ing the original contract between king and people; by the ad- 
vice of wicked persons has violated the fundamental laws; and 
has withdrawn himself by withdrawing the constitutional ben- 
efits of the kingly office and his protection out of this country: 
from such a result of injuries, from such a conjuncture of cir- 
cumstances, the law of the land authorizes me to declare, and 
it is my duty boldly to declare the law, that George the Third, 
king of Great Britain, has abdicated the government, and that 
the throne is thereby vacant; that is, he has no authority over 
us, and we owe no obedience to him. 

The British ministers already have presented a charge of 
mine to the notice of the Lords and Commons in Parliament; 
and I am nothing loth that they take equal resentment against 
this charge. For, supported by the fundamental laws of the 
constitution, and engaged as I am in the cause of virtue, I 
fear no consequences from their machinations. 

Thus, having stated the principal causes of our last revolu- 
tion, it is as clear as the sun in meridian that George the Third 
has injured the Americans at least as grievously as James the 
Second injured the people of England; but that James did not 
oppress these in so criminal a manner as George has oppressed 
the Americans. Having also stated the law on the case, I am 
naturally led to point out to you some of the great benefits re- 
sulting from that revolution. 

In one word, then, you have a form of government in every 
respect preferable to the mode under the British authority; 
and this will most clearly appear by contrasting the two forms 
of government. 

Under the Britifiihv^uth^^^ ^vemors were sent over to us 
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who were utterly unacquainted with our local interartBi liie 
geniuB of l&e people^ and our laws; generally they are but too 
much disposed to obey the mandates of an arbitrary ministry; 
and if the governor behaved ill wo could not by any peaceable 
means procure redress. 

But under our present happy constitutiofn our executive 
magistrate arises according to the spirit and letter of holy 
writ, — "their governors shall proceed from the midst of 
them/* 

Thus the people have an opportunity of choosing a man 
intimately acquainted with their true interests^ their geniuBy 
and their laws; a man perfectly disposed to defend them 
against arbitrary ministers^ and to promote the happiness of 
that people from among whom he was elevated, and by whom, 
without the least difficulty, he may be removed and blended 
in the conmion mass. 

Again, under the British authority it was in efiect declared 
that we had no property; nay, that we could not possess any; 
and that we had not any of the rights of humanity. For men- 
who knew us not, men who gained in proportion as we lost, 
arrogated to themselves a right to bind us in all cases whair 
soever t But our constitution is calculated to free us from 
foreign bondage; to secure to us our property; to mftiTit^i^ to 
us the rights of humanity and to defend us and our posterity 
against British authority aiming to reduce us to the most^ 
abject slavery! 

Again, the British authority declared that we should not 
erect slitting-mills, and to this unjust law we implicitly and 
respectfully submitted so long as, with safety to our lives, 
we could yield obe£ence to such authority; but a resolution of 
Congress now grants a premium to encourage the construc- 
tion of such mills. The British -authority, discouraged our 
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attempting to manufaoture for our own consumption; but the 
aew constitution, by authorizing the disbursement of large 
0ums of money by way of loan or premium, encourages the 
making of iron, bar-steel, nail-rods, gun-locks, gun-barrels, sul- 
phur, nitre, gunpowder, lead, woollens, cottons, linens, paper, 
and salt. 

Upon the whole, it has been the policy of the British author- 
ity to oblige us to supply our wants at their market, which is 
the dearest in the known world, and to cramp and confine our 
trade so as to be subservient to their commerce, our real inter- 
est being ever out of the question. On the other hand, the 
new constitution is wisely adapted to enable us to trade witli 
foreign nations, and thereby to supply our wants at the cheap- 
est markets in the universe; to extend our trade infinitely 
beyond what it has ever been known; to encourage manufao- 
tures among us; and it is peculiarly formed to promote the 
happiness of the people, from among whom, by virtue and 
merit, the poorest man may arrive at the highest dignity. O 
Carolinians ! happy would you be under this new constitution 
if you knew your happy state. 

Possessed of a constitution of government founded upon so 
generous, equal, and natural a principle — a government 
expressly calculated to make the people rich, powerful, vir- 
tuous and happy, who can wish to change it, to return imder 
a royal government, the vital principles of which are the 
reverse in every particular! It was my duty to lay this 
happy constitution before you in its genuine light: it is your 
duty to understand, to instruct others, and to defend it. 

I might here with propriety quit this truly important sub- 
ject, but my anxiety for the public weal compels me yet to 
fletain your attention while I make an observation or two 
upon one particul^. |)art. of ^tli©. constitution. 
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When all the various attempts to enslave America by fraud; 
under guise of law; by military threats; by famine, massacre, 
breach of public faith, and open war: I say, when these things 
are considered on the one hand, and on the other the con- 
stitution expressing that some mode of government should 
be established '^ until an accommodation of the unhappy dif- 
ferences between Great Britain and America can be obtained ; 
an event, which though traduced and treated as rebels, we still 
ardently desire: '' I say, when these two points are contrasted, 
can we avoid revering the magnanimity of that great councU 
of the state who after such injuries could entertain such a 
principle! But the virtuous are ever generous. 

We do not wish revenge: we earnestly wish an accommoda- 
tion of our unhappy disputes with Great Britain; for we pre- 
fer peace to war. Nay, there may be even such an accom- 
modation as, excluding every idea of revenue by taxation or 
duty, or of legislation by act of parliaments, may vest the 
king of Great Britain with such a limited dominion over us 
as may tend, bona fide, to promote our true commercial in- 
terests and to secure our freedom and safety — ^the only just 
ends of any dominion. 

But while I declare thus much on the one side, on the 
other it is my duty also to declare that in my opinion our true 
commercial interests cannot be provided for but by such a 
material alteration of the British ucts of navigation as, accord- 
ing to the resolve of the honorable the Continental Congress^ 
will " secure the commercial advantages of the whole empire 
to the mother country, and the commercial benefits of its 
respective members;^' and that our liberties and safety 
cannot be depended upon if the king of Great Britain 
should be allowed to hold our forts and cannon, or to 
have authority over a single regiment in America, op 
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a single ship of war ia our ports. For if he holds our 
forts he may turn them against us, as he did Boston 
against her proprietors; if he acquires our cannon he will 
effectually disarm the colony; if he has a command of troops 
among us, even if we raise and pay them, shackles are fixed 
upon us — witness Ireland and her national army. The most 
express act of Parliament cannot give us security, for acts of 
Parliament are as easily repealed as made. Royal proclama- 
tions are not to be depended upon, witness the disappointments 
of the inhabitants of Quebec and St. Augustine. Even a 
change of ministry will not avail us, because, notwithstanding 
the rapid succession of ministers for which the British court 
has been famous during the present reign, yet the same ruinous 
policy ever continued to prevail against America. In short, 
I think it my duty to declare, in the awful seat of justice and 
before Almighty God, that in my opinion the Americans can 
have no safety but by the Divine favor, their own virtue, and 
their being so prudent as not to leave it in the power of the 
British rulers to injure them. Indeed, the ruinous and deadly 
injuries received on our side, and the jealousies entertained, 
and which, in the nature of things, must daily increase against 
us, on the other demonstrate to a mind in the least given to 
reflection upon the rise and fall of empires, that true recon- 
cilement never can exist between Great Britain and America, 
the latter being in subjection to the former. 

The Almighty created America to be independent of 
Britain. Let us beware of the impiety of being backward to 
act as instruments in the Almighty hand, now extended to 
accomplish his purpose, and by the completion of which alone, 
America, in the nature of human affairs, can be secure against 
the craft and insidious designs of her enemies, who think her 
prosperity and power already by far too great In a word, 
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our piety and politiGal safety are so blmded, that to refuse 
our labors in this Divine work, is to refuse to be a great, a 
free, a pious, and a happy people ! 

And now, having left the important alternative, political 
happiness or wretchedness, under God, in a great degree in 
your own hands, I j»ay the Supreme Arbiter of the affairs of 
men so to direct your judgment, as that you may act agreeable 
to what seems to be his will, revealed in his miraculous works 
in behalf of America, bleeding at the altar of libertyl 
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HTHOMAS JEFFERSON was born at Shadwell, Albemarle Oomif, tn tte 
^ State of Virginia. At the age o£ five he was sent to school and com* 
pleted his liberal education at William and llary College, where he acquired 
a knowledge of the Latin, Greek and French languages, to which he added • 
lamiliarily with the higher mathematics and natural sciences seldom possessed 
by the young men of his times. After five years devoted to legal studies ho 
was admitted to the bar, and quickly secured a lucratiye practice. In 1768 
he was elected from his county to the House of Burgesses, and continued to 
be annually returned until the outbreak of the Bevolutionary War. It is to be 
noted that, although singularly successful at the bar, Jefferson was no orator, 
and, notwithstanding the fact that he was one of the foremost members of 
■everal deliberative bodies in the course of his life, he may truthfully be said 
never to have made a political speech. It was as a thinker, organizer and 
writer that he surpassed all of his contemporaries. JCany of his writings, 
however, are admirably suited for declamation, and may therefore be fitly 
described as "orations.** In 1774 he was chosen a delegate to the State 
Convention of VirgiDia, and was the author of the instructions sent by that 
body to Its delegates in tho Continental Congress. This document, published 
in a pamphlet, attracted great attention on both sides of the Atlantic, and 
placed Jefifeseon among the leaders, if not at the head, of the revolutionary 
movement in America. The Declaration of Independence, put forth by the 
colonies two years later, was but a perfected transcript of Jefferson's earlier 
paper. Jefferson resigned his seat in the Continental Congress in 1776, and 
also dechned the appointment to go widi JVanklin to Paris, in order to take 
the place in the Iiegislature of Virginia to which he had been elected, because 
he considered that the future of his State depended upon a drastic traneforme- 
tion of its fundamental laws. Among Ae measures introduced hi furtherance 
el his views may be specially mentkmed the repeal of the kwe of entaO; te 
abolition of primogeniture and the subetitutlon of equal partitk>n of inheritance; 
the affirmation of the rights of conscience and the relief of the people from 
tezation for the support ef -a viUgte noffiiein; >and a eysteoi d 9eneral«eAn* 
cation. He alsodMeursd the passage ef a bill iorbidding the farther in^porta- 
tion of slaves mto Yirgi^^u^ In 1^*^^ ho was chosen Governor of his State, and 
ecmtmaed to lidU Unit oBtoe until 1^82, soon altar whk^ he became a-menibsr 
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of the Oongreas of the OoofederatioiL It wae he who to tile kei-naiiied body 
iecured the adoption of the sjstem of cdnage which eHIl obtains in the United 
States, and it was he who drafted the report of a plan for the goyemment of 
the Yast territory lying to the northwest of the Ohio Birer. Had another pro- 
posal of his been accepted, there woold have been no War of Seoession in 1861. 
We refer to his proposal that, **after the year 1800 of the Ohristlan era» there 
shall be neither slayery nor involuntary serritado in any of the States.'* In 
1784 Jefferson was commissioned by Congress to senre as Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary in negotiating treaties of commerce with European States. He succeeded 
Franklin as Minister at the Court of Versailles in 1786, and continued to reside 
at Paris until 1790, when he became Secretary of State in Washington's first 
adpiinistration. As an earnest advocate of State sovereignty and decentraliza- 
tion, he gradually became the head of the Anti-Federalist party, and, thus 
finding himself at variance with the views held by President Washington and 
certain members of the Cabinet, he resigned his office in December, 1793, 
and retired to his country-seat, Monlicello, where he remained until in 1790 
he was made Vice-President at the election which called John Adams to the 
Presidency. On March 4, 1801, Jefferson was inaugurated President, and held 
the office for two terms. The most important act of his administration was the 
purchase of the vast Louisiana Territory. He might have been President for 
a third term, had he not firmly refused to be a candidate, although the Legis- 
latures of five States formally requested him to accept the nomination. During 
the last seventeen years of his life, Jefferson remained in retirement, but he 
continued to be one of the most influential personages in the United States. 
He died on July 4, 1820. 



DEMOCRACY DEFINED 

FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS. DELIVERED MARCH 4. 

Friends and FeUoto- Citizens : 

CALLED upon to undertake the duties of the first 
executive office of our country, I avail myself of 
the presence of that portion of my fellow-citizens 
which is here assembled, to express my grateful thanks 
for the favor with which they have been pleased to look 
toward me, to declare a sincere conscioasness that the task 
is above my talents, and that I approach it with those anx- 
ious and awful presentiments which the greatness of the 
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eharge and the weaknesB of my powers so jturtlj inapiTa 
▲ rising nation spread over a wide and fruitfal land, tra- 
versing all the seas with the rich prodactions of their in- 
dustry, engaged in commerce with nations who feel power 
and forget right, advancing rapidly to destinies beyond t\m 
reach of mortal eye; when I contemplate these transcendent 
objects, and see the honor, the happiness, and the hopes of 
this beloved country committed to the issue and the aus^ 
pices of this day, I shrink from the contemplation, anl 
humble myself before the magnitude of the undertaking. 
Utterly, indeed, should I despair, did not the presence of 
many whom I here see remind me that in the other higk 
authorities provided by our Constitution I shall find re- 
sources of wisdom, of virtue, and of zeal on which to relj 
under all difficulties. To you, then, gentlemen, who ara 
charged with the sovereign functions of legislation, and to 
those associated with you, I look with encouragement for 
that guidance and support which may enable us to steer 
with safety the vessel in which we are all embarked, amid 
the conflicting elements of a troubled world. 

During the contest of opinion through which we have 
passed, the animation of discussions and of exertions has 
sometimes worn an aspect which might impose on strangers 
unused to think freely and to speak and to write what they 
think; but this being now decided by the voice of the na- 
tion, announced according to the rules of the Constitution, 
all will, of course, arrange themselves under the will of 
the law, and unite in common efforts for the common 
good. All, too, will bear in mind this sacred principle, 
that though the will of the majority is in all cases to pre- 
vail, that will, to be rightful, must be reasonable; that the 
minority possess their equal rights, which equal law must 
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proleol, and to violate would be oppreBsioiu Let aa, thei^ 
iellow-citiaens, nnite with one heart and one mind; let ns 
restore to social intercourse that harmony and affection 
without which liberty, and even life itself, are but dreary 
things. And let ns reflect, that, having banished from 
our land that religious intolerance under which mankind 
so long bled and suffered, we have yet gained little, if we 
countenance a political intolerance as despotic, as wicked, 
and capable of as bitter and bloody persecutions. During 
the throes and convulsions of the ancient world, during the 
agonizing spasms of infuriated man, seeking through blood 
and slaughter his long-lost liberty, it was not wonderful that 
the agitation of the billows should reach even this distant 
and peaceful shore; that this should be more felt and feared 
by some and less by others; and should divide opinions as 
to measures of safety; but every difference of opinion is 
not a difference of principle. We have called by different 
names brethren of the same principle. We are all Bepub- 
licans: we are all Federalists* If there be any among U0 
who would wish to dissolve this Union, or to change its 
republican form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments 
ol the safety with which error of opinion may be tolerated, 
where reason is left free to combat it. I know, indeed, that 
some honest men fear that a republican government cannot 
be strong; that this government is not strong enough. But 
would the honest patriot, in the full tide of successful ex- 
periment, abandon a government which has so far kept us 
free and firm, on the theoretic and visionary fear that this 
government, the world's best hope, may, by possibility, want 
energy to preserve itself 2 I trust not I believe this, on 
the contrary, the strongest goveriuneat an earth* I believe 
it the only one wfafifie evwy man, at the call of the law^ 
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would fly to the etandard of the law, and would meet in- 
yasiona of the public order as his own personal eonoern. 
Sometimes it is said that man cannot be trusted with the 
government of himself. Can he, then, be trusted with the 
government of others? Or have we found angels in 
the form of kings to govern him? Let history answer 
this question. 

Let us, then, with courage and confidence, pursue our 
own federal and republican principles; our attachment to 
union and representative government. Kindly separated 
by nature and a wide ocean from the exterminating havoc 
of one quarter of the globe; too high-minded to endure 
the degradations of the others; possessing a chosen coun- 
try, with room enough for our descendants to the hun- 
dredth and thousandth generation; entertaining a due 
sense of our equal right to the use of our own faculties, 
to the acquisitions of our own industry, to honor and con- 
fidence from our fellow-citizens, resulting not from birth, 
but from our actions and their sense of them ; enlightened 
by a benign religion, professed, indeed, and practiced in 
various forms, yet all of them inculcating honesty, truth, 
temperance, gratitude, and the love of man, acknowledging 
and adoring an overruling Providence, which, by all its 
dispensations, proves that it delights in the happiness of 
mian here and his greater happiness hereafter; with all 
these blessings, what more is necessary to make us a 
happy and a prosperous people? Still one thing more, 
fellow-citizens— a wise and frugal government, which shall 
restrain men from injuring one another, shall leave them 
otherwise free to regulate their own pursuits of industry 
and improvement, and shall not take from the mouth of 
labor the bread it has earned. This is the sum of good 
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government; and this is necessary to ol<)ee tiie diele of 

our felicities. 

About to enter^ fellow-citizensy on the exercise of duties 
which comprehend everything dear and valuable to you, it 
is proper you should understand what I deem the essential 
principles of our government, and consequently those which 
ought to shape its administration. I will compress them 
within the narrowest compass they will bear, stating the 
general principle, but not all its limitations. Equal and 
exact justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion, 
religious or political; peace, commerce, and honest friend- 
ship with all nations, entangling alliances with none; the 
support of the State governments in all their rights, as the 
most competent administrations for our domestic concernSi 
and the surest bulwarks against anti-republican tendencies; 
the preservation of the general government in its whole con- 
stitutional vigor, as the sheet-anchor of our peace at home 
and safety abroad; a jealous care of the right of election by 
the people; a mild and safe corrective of abuses which are 
lopped by the sword of revolution, where peaceable reme* 
dies are unprovided; absolute acquiescence in the decisions 
of the majority, the vital principle of republics, from which 
is no appeal but to force, the vital principle and immediate 
parent of despotism; a well-disciplined militia, our best re- 
liance in peace and for the first moments of war, till regulars 
may relieve them; the supremacy of the civil over the mili- 
tary authority ; economy in the public expense, that labor 
may be lightly burdened; the honest payment of our 
debts, and sacred preservation of the public faith; encour- 
agement of agriculture, and of commerce as its handmaid; 
the diffusion of information and arraignment of all abuses 
at the bar of the public reason; freedom of religion, free- 1 
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dom of the press, and freedom of person, under the protec- 
tion of the Habeas Corpus; and trial by juries impartially 
selected. These principles form the bright constellation 
which has gone before us, and guided our steps through 
an age of revolution and reformation. The wisdom of our 
sages and blood of our heroes have been devoted to their 
attainment; they should be the creed of our political faith: 
the text of civic instruction; the touchstone by which to 
try the services of those we trust; and should we wander 
from them in moments of error or of alarm, let us hasten 
to retrace our steps and to regain the road which alone 
leads to peace, liberty, and safety. 

I repair then, fellow-citizens, to the post you have as- 
signed me. With experience enough in subordinate offices 
to have seen the difficulties of this, the greatest of all, I 
have learned to expect that it will rarely fall to the lot of 
imperfect man to retire from this station with the reputation 
and the favor which bring him into it. Without pretensions 
to that high confidence you reposed in our first and greatest 
revolutionary character, whose pre-eminent services had en- 
titled him to the first place in his country's love, and des- 
tined for him the fairest page in the volume of faithful his- 
tory, 1 ask so much confidence only as may give firmness 
and effect to the legal administration of your affairs. I shall 
often go wrong through defect of judgment. When right, I 
shall often be thought wrong by those whose positions will 
not command a view of the whole ground. I ask your in* 
dulgence for my own errors, which will never be intentional; 
and your support against the errors of others, who may con- 
demn what they would not, if seen in all its parts. The ap- 
probation implied by your suffrage is a great consolation to 
me for the past; and my future solicitude will be to retain 
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the good opinion of those who have bestowed it in advaDce, 
to conciliate that of others by doing them all the good in 
mj power, and to be instrumental to the happiness and 
freedom of all. 

Belying, then, on the patronage of your goodwill, I ad- 
vance with obedience to the work, ready to retire from it 
whenever you become sensible how much better choices it 
is in your power to make. And may that Infinite Power 
which rules the destinies of the universe lead our councils 
to what is best, and give them a lavorable issue for your 
peace and prosperity. 
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JOSIAH QUINCY, JR., an American lawyer and orator, the eon of « 
Boston merchant, was bom in Boston, Massachusetts, February 23» 
1744. Educated at Harvard Universtty he soon afterwards attained distinc- 
tion as a lawyer and took an enthusiastio interest in the political topics 
of the day, putting forth several vigorously written pamphlets. After the 
Boston massacre, he, with John Adams, defended the British soldie«« at 
their trial, a course which for a time injured his growing popularity, 
although his conduct was generally approved after the first excitement 
over the affair had subsided. In May, 1774, he published " Observations on 
tiie Act of Parliament Commonly Called the Boston Port Bill, with 
Thoughts (HI Civil Government and Standing Armies." This work shows 
great care in its preparation, and its author displayed considerable courage 
in bringing forth a publication which might have condemned him to the 
scaffold as a reward for his audacity. In September of that year he went 
to England on a confidential mission of the patriotic party and died of 
consumption on the return voyage, April 26, 1776. He left one son, who 
achieved distinction both as statesman and educator. Qulncy was in many 
ways a remarkable orator, and in spite of his weak lungs his voice was very 
penetrating, but sweet and resonant. 



SPEECH IN DEFENCE OF THE SOLDIERS 

[Delivered at the trial of William Weems, James Hartigan, and others, 
soldiers in his Majesty's Twenty-Ninth Regiment, for the murder of Crispus 
Attucks, Samuel Oniy, and othen, on Monday evening, the 5th of March, 
1770.] 

MAY IT PLEASE TOUR HONORS, AND YOU 
GENTLEMEN OF THE JtTRY,— We have at 
• length gone through the evidence in behalf of the 
prisoners. The witnessee have now placed before you that 
Btate of facts from which results our defence. The examina- 
tion has been so lengthy that I am afraid some painful sensa- 
tions arise when you find vhiat you are now to sit and hear the 
remarks of couneeL Cut you should reflect that no mcwe 

indulgence is shown to th6 pxiflonero now on trial than has 
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ever been shown in all capital causes: the trial of one man 
has often taken up several days; when you consider, there- 
fore, that there are eight lives in issue, the importance of the 
trial will show the necessity of its length. To each of the 
prisoners different evidence applies, and each of them draw 
their defence from different quarters. 

I stated to you, gentlemen, your duty in opening this cause 
— do not forget the discharge of it. You are paying a debt 
you owe the community for your own protection and safety: 
by the same mode of trial are your own rights to receive a 
determination; and in your turn a time may come when you 
will expect and claim a similar return from some other jury of 
your fellow subjects. 

In opening I pointed out the dangers to which you were 
exposed; I trust your own recollection will now preclude a 
recapitulation of them. The reasons of what I then said, I 
trust have in some measure appeared; the propriety of some 
of those observations has been corroborated by succeeding 
evidence ; and you must have traced yourselves some of those 
consequences, turning out in evidence, which have had inti- 
mate relation, if not their origin, with some or all of those 
opinions, notions, sentiments, or passions (call them what you 
will) which I took occasion to observe as clues, aids, and 
leading-strings in our intended examination and decision. 

How much need was there for my desire that you should 
suspend your judgment till the witnesses were all examined? 
How different is the complexion of the cause? Will not all 
this serve to show every honest man the little truth to be 
attained in partial hearings? We have often seen communi- 
ties complain of ex parte testimonies ; individuals as well as 
societies of men are equally susceptible of injuries of this kind. 
This trial ought to have another effect; it should serve to con- 
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vince us all of the impropriety, nay, injustice, of giving a 
latitude in conversation upon topics likely to come under a 
judicial decision; the criminality of this conduct is certainly 
enhanced when such loose sallies and discourses are so preva- 
lent as to be likely to touch the life of a citizen; moreover, there 
is so little certainty to be obtained by such kind of methods, I 
wonder we so often find them practised. In the present case, 
how great was the prepossession against us? And I appeal to 
you, gentlemen, what cause there now is to alter our senti- 
ments? Will any sober, prudent man countenance the 
proceedings of the people in King Street, — can any one 
justify their conduct, — is there any one man or any body 
of men who are interested to espouse and support their 
conduct ? 

Surely, no! But our inquiry must be confined to the 
legality of their conduct, and here can be no difficulty. It 
was certainly illegal, unless many witnesses are directly per- 
jured: witnesses, who have no apparent interest to falsify, — 
witnesses who have given their testimony with candor and 
accuracy, — witness whose credibility stands untouched, — 
whose credibility the counsel for the king do not pretend 
to impeach or hint a suggestion to their disadvantage. 

I say, gentlemen, by the standard of the law are we to 
judge the actions of the people who were the assailants and 
those who were the assailed and then on duty. And here, 
gentlemen, the rule we formerly laid down takes place. To 
the facts, gentlemen, apply yourselves. Consider them as 
testified; weigh the credibility of the witnesses — balance 
their testimony — compare the several parts of it — see the 
amount of it; and then, according to your oath, "make 
true deliverance according to your evidence." That is, gentle- 
men, having settled the facts, bring them truly to the standard 
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of the law; the king's judges, who are acquainted with it, 
who are presumed best to know it, will then inspect this great 
standard of right and wrong, truth and justice; and they are 
to determine the degree of guilt to which the fact rises. 

But before we come to those diyisions of inquiry under 
which I intend to consdder the evidence, let me once more 
carefully distinguish between the transactions in Oomhill and 
those by the custom>house. 

The conduct of the soldiers in Comhill may well be sup- 
posed to have exasperated the minds of all who beheld their 
behavior. Their actions accumulated guilt as it flew — at 
least, we may well suppose, the incensed people who related 
them added new colors to the scene. The flame of resent- 
ment imperceptibly enkindles, and a common acquaintance 
with human nature will show that it is no extravagant sup- 
position to imagine many a moderate man might at such a 
season, with such sentiments, which I have more than onoo 
noticed, — hearing such relations and complaints; I say, do 
I injure any one, in supposing that under all these circum- 
stances a very moderate person who in ordinary matters actei 
with singular discretion should now be drawn imperceptibly 
away, or rather transported into measures which in a futuiB 
moment he would condemn and lament? What more natural 
supposition than to suppose many an honest mind might tit 
this time fluctuate thus ? 

The soldieiB are here — we wish them away; we did not 
send for them; they have cut and wounded the peaceaMe 
inhabitants, and it may be my turn next. At this inBtant 
of time he lias a fresh detail of injuries: resentment redoubles 
every successive moment — huzza! for the -main guard! w« 
are in a moment before tlie custom-house, ^o time is ghraa 
for rc^Aecdon. 
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W& find from tlie king^s evidence and from our oim the 
eij was, "Here is a soldier! " — ^not, "Here is the soldier 
who has injured us"; "Here is the fellow who wounded 
the man in CornhilL'^ No, the reasoning, or rather ferment, 
•eems to be, " The soldiers have committed an outrage " — 
*^We have an equal right to inflict punishment — or rather 
levenge — ^which they had to make an assault." They said 
'^ right," but never considered that those soldiers had no right 
fit all. These are sentiments natural enou^ to persons in 
this state of mind: we can easily suppose even good men 
thinking and acting thus. Very similar to this is the force 
«f Dr. Hiron's testimony and some others. But our inquiry 
IB, What says the law? We must calmly inquire whether 
this, or anything like it, is countenanced by the law. What 
is natural to the man — ^what are his feelings are one thing: 
what is the duty of the citizen is quite another. Season 
must resume her seat, and then we shall hear and obey the 
voice of the law. 

The law indulges no man in beii^ his own avemiger. Early 
in the history of jurisprudence we find the award taken from 
the party injured and put into the hands of the magistrate. 
Were not this the case, punishment would know no bounds 
in extent or duration. Besides, it saps the very root of dis- 
tributive justice when any individual invader the pcerogative 
of law and snatches from the civil magistrate the balance and 
the rod. How much more are the pillaia of seeurity shaken, 
when a mixed body, assembled as those in King Street, assume 
the pxDvince of justice and invade the rights o£ tha dtizen'^ 
For it muat nc^ be forgot that the soldier ia a dtizen^ equally 
entitled with, us^ all to protection and seeimty. Hence all 
ace alike^ obliged to pay obedience to the law; for the price 
ol tluft protection is that of obedience. 
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Let it not be apprehended that I am advancing a doctrine 
that a eoldier may attack an inhabitant and he not allowed to 
defend himself. No, gentlemen, if a soldier rush violently 
through the street and presents a weapon of death in a striking 
posture, no doubt the person assailed may defend himself even 
to taking the life of the assailant. Revenge and a sense of 
self-preservation instantly take possession of the person thus 
attacked ; and the law goes not upon the absurd supposition 
that a person can in these circumstances unman himself. 
Hence we find a husband, taking his wife in the act of 
adultery, instantly seizes a deadly weapon and slays the 
adulterer. It is not murder. N^, a fillip upon the nose or 
forehead, in anger, is supposed by the law to be sufficient 
provocation to reduce killing to manslaughter. It is there- 
fore upon principles like these — principles upon which those 
who now bear the hardest against us at other times so much 
depend; it is, I say, upon the right of self-defence and self- 
preservation we rely for our acquittal. 

(Here again it should be kept in view that whenever a 
party injuring has escaped by flight, and time sufficient for the 
passions to cool, in judgment of law, hath elapsed, however 
great the injury, the injured party must have recourse to law 
for his redress. Such is the wisdom of the law; of that law, 
than which we are none of us to presume ourselves wiser; of 
that law which is found in the experience of ages, and which 
in condescension to the infirmities of flesh and blood (but to 
nothing else) extenuates the offence. 

For " no man," says the learned Judge Foster, " under the 
protection of the law is to be the avenger of his own wrongs. 
If they are of such a nature for which the laws of society will 
give him an adequate remedy, thither he ought to resort But 
be they of what nature soever, he ought to bear his lot with 
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patience and remember that vengeance belongeth to the Most 
High," 

Now, gentlemen, those, whoever they were, who committed 
the outrage in Cornhill, had absconded; the soldiers, who ar6 
supposed to have done them, were confined in their barracks. 
People were repeatedly told this and assured by the military 
officers that they should not go unpunished. But what fol- 
lowed? Are all present appeased? We are constrained by 
the force of the evidence to affirm they were not. But to get 
regular and right ideas we must consider all the commotions 
of the season and endeavor to come at truth by analyzing the 
evidence and arranging it under distinct heads of inquiry. 

[After a further consideration of the evidence in the case 
Mr. Quincy remarked:] 

May it please your honors and you gentlemen of the jury: 
After having thus gone through the evidence and considered 
it as applicatory to all and every of the prisoners, the next 
matter in order seems to be the consideration of the law per- 
tinent upon this evidence. 

And here, gentlemen, let me again inform you that the law 
which is to pass upon these prisoners is a law adapting itself 
to the human species with all their feelings, passions, and 
infirmities : a law which does not go upon the absurd supposi- 
tion 'that men are stocks and stones, or that in the fervor 
of the blood a man can act with the deliberation and judg- 
ment of a philosopher. No, gentlemen; the law supposes 
that a principle of resentment, for wise and obvious reasons, 
is deeply implanted in the human heart, and not to be erad- 
icated by the efforts of State policy. It therefore in some 
d^ree conforms itself to all the workings of the passions, 
to which it pays a great indulgence, so far as not to be wholly 
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incompatible with the wisdom, good order, and the very being 
of government. 

Keeping, therefore, this full in view, let us take once more 
a very brief and cursory survey of matters supported by the 
evidence. And here let me ask sober reason, What lan- 
guage more opprobrious, what actions more exasperating, 
than those used on this occasion? Words, I am sensible, are 
no justification of blows, but they serve as the grand clues 
to discover the temper and the designs of the agents; they 
serve also to give us light in discerning the apprehensions and 
thoughts of those who are the objects of abuse. 

" You lobster! ''—'' You bloody-back 1 "— " You coward! *' 
^' You dastard ! " — are but some of the expressions proved. 
What words more galling? What more cutting and provot 
ing to a soldier? To be reminded of the color of his garb, by 
which he was distinguished from the rest of his fellow citizens; 
to be compared to the most despicable animal that crawls npcm 
the earth, was touching indeed a tender point. To be stig- 
matized with having smarted under the lash at the halbert^ 
to be twitted with so infamous an ignominy, which was either 
wholly undeserved or a grievance which should never have 
been repeated, — I say to call up and awaken sensations of 
this kind must sting even to madness. But accouple these 
words with the succeeding actions, — " You dastard!" " Yon 
coward!" A soldier and a coward! 

This was touching (with a witness) " the point of honor and 
the pride of virtue." But while these are as yet fomenting 
the passions and swelling the bosom, the attack is made; asnd 
probably the latter words were reiterated at the onset; at leasts 
were yet sounding in the ear. Gentlemen of the jury, for 
heaven's i^ke let us put ourselves in the same situation) 
Would you not spurn at that spiritless inatitutiaii of society 
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wlufih telb jou to be a subject at the expenfie o£ youi 
loankood? 

But does the soldier step out of his ranks to seek his reveiDge i 
Not a witness pretends it. Did not the people repeatedly 
come within the points of their bayonets and strike on the 
muzzles of the guns ? You have heard the witnesses. 

Does the law allow one member of the community to behave 
in this Tnanner towards his f eUow citizen, and then bid the 
injured party be calm and moderate? The expressions from 
one party were — " Stand off, stand off 1 " " I am upon m; 
station," — " if they molest me upon my post, I will fire.' 
^' By God, I will fire! " " Keep off 1 " 

These words were likely to {Hroduce reflection and procure 
peace. But had the words on the other hand a similar ten- 
dency? Consider the temper prevalent among all parties at 
thie time. Consider the then situation of the soldieiry;. and 
come to the heat and pressure of the action. The materials 
axe laid, the spark is raised, the fire enkindle% the flame rages, 
the understanding is in wild disorder, all prudence and true 
wisdom are utterly consxuned. Does common sense^ does the 
law expect impossibilities? 

Here, to expect equanimity of temper, would be aa irra- 
tional as to expect discretion ia a madman. But was: any- 
thing done on the part of the assailants Fdmilar to the conduct, 
warnings, and declarations of the prisoners? Answer for your- 
selves, gexLtlemeixI The words reiterated all around stabbed 
to the heart; the actions of the assftiTants tended to a worse 
end, — to awaken every passion of which the human breast is 
susceptible; fear, anger, pride, resentment, revenge, alter- 
nately take possession of the whole man. 

To expect, under these circimistanc^, that su^ words would 
assuage the tempest,, that such actions would allay the flames; 
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— ^jrou might as rationally expect the inundations of a torrent 
would suppress a deluge; or rather that the flames of ^tna 
would extinguish a conflagration! 

Prepare, gentlemen of the jury, now to attend to that spe- 
cies of law which will adapt itself to thia trial with all its 
singular and aggravating circumstances. A law full of 
benignity, full of compassion, replete with mercy. 

And here, gentlemen, I must, agreeable to the method we 
formerly adopted, first tell you by what law the prisoners are 
not to be tried or condemned. And they most certainly are 
not to be tried by the Mosaic law: a law, we take it, peculiarly 
designed for the government of a peculiar nation, who being 
in a great measure under a theocratical form of government, 
its institutions cannot, with any propriety, be adduced for our 
regulation in these days. 

It is with pain, therefore, I have observed any endeavor 
to mislead our judgment on this occasion; by drawing our 
attention to the precepts delivered in the days of Moses, and 
by disconnected passages of Scriptures applied in a manner 
foreign to their original design or import, there seems to have 
been an attempt to touch some peculiar sentiments which we 
know are thought to be prevalent: and in this way, we take 
it, an injury is likely to be done, by giving the mind a bias, 
it ought never to have received; because it is not warranted 
by our laws. 

We have heard it publicly said of late, oftener than for- 
merly, "Whosoever sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed." This is plainly, gentlemen, a general rule 
which, like all others of the kind, must have its exceptions, — 
a rule which if taken in its strict literal latitude would imply 
that a man killing another in self-defence would incur the 
pains of death; a doe^ne wUeh no man in his senses would 
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tever embrace; a doctrine that certainly never prevailed under ' 
the Mosaical institution. For we find the Jews had their six 
cities of refuge to which the manslayer might flee from the 
avenger of blood ; and something analogous to this (if it did not 
originate from it) is our benefit of clergy. 

'And so, that "the murderer shall flee to the pit," comes 
under the same consideration. And when we hear it asked, 
as it very lately has been, " Who dare stay him?" I answer, 
if the laws of our country stay him, you ought to do likewise; 
and every good subject dares to do what the law allows. But 
the very position is begging the question; for the question now 
in issue is, whether either of the prisoners is a murderer in the 
sense of our laws? for you recollect that what is murder and 
what not is a question of law arising upon facts stated and 
allowed. 

But to go on: " You shall take no satisfaction for the life of 
a murderer which is guilty of death." Here again is a beg- 
ging of the question; and moreover the words "guilty of 
death," if rightly rendered from the original, must be one of 
those general rules I just now mentioned, which always have 
their exceptions. But these words seem to be wrongly 
translated; for in the margin of our great Bible we find them 
rendered " faulty to die." Against a position of this kind we 
have no objection. If we have committed a fault on which 
our laws inflict punishment of death we must suffer. But 
what fault we have committed you are to inquire : or rather 
you, gentlemen, are to find the facts proved in court against 
us, and the judges are to see and consider what the law pro- 
nounces touching our offence and what punishment is thereby 
inflicted as a penalty. 

In order to come at the whole law resulting from the facta 
which have been proved we must inquire into the l^ality of . 
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the assemblies. For such is the wisdom and policy of the 
law that if any assembly be lawful each individual of that 
assembly is answerable only for his own act and not for any 
other. On the contrary, if an assembly be unlawful, the act 
of any one of the company to the particular purpose of assem- 
bling is chargeable on all. This is law which no lawyer will 
dispute: it is a law founded in the security of the peace of 
society, and, however little considered by people in general, 
it ought now steadily to be kept in mind. 

Was the assembly of the soldiers lawful? 

For what did the soldiers assemble? 

Was the sentinel insulted and attacked? 

Did he call for assistance, and did the party go to assist himt 

Was it lawful for them so to do? 

Were the soldiers, when thus lawfully assembled, assaulted, 
etc., by a great number of people assembled, etc? 

Was this last assembly lawful? 

Was anything done by this unlawful assembly that will 
in law justify, excuse, or extenuate the offence of killing, so 
as to reduce it to manslaughter? 

Was the killing justifiable; or rather was it justifiable self- 
defence? 

Was the killing excusable; or rather was it self-defence, cul- 
pable, but, through the benignity of the law, excusable? 

Was the killing felonious: if felonious, was it with or with- 
out malice? 

[Under each of these heads of inquiry, in their order, Mr. 
Quincy arranged his arguments: and as he separated and com- 
pared and settled the facts, he applied the law with explana- 
tory comments. After which, he concluded his alignment as 
follows:] 

May it please your honors, and you, gemtlemfii of the jury: 

I have now gone through those authorities in kw which I 
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thought pertinent to this trial. I have been thus lengthy, not 
for the information of the court, but to satisfy you gentlemen, 
and all who may chance to hear me, of that law which is well 
known to those of us who are conversant in courts, but not 
BO generally known or attended to by many as it ought to 
be — a law which extends to each of us as weU as to any of 
the prisoners; for it knows no distinction of persons. 

And the doctrines which have been thus laid down are for 
the safeguard of us all, — doctrines which are founded in the 
wisdom and policy of ages; which the greatest men who ever 
lived have adopted and contended for. Nay, the matter has 
been carried by very wise men much further than we have 
contested for. And that you may not think the purport of 
the authorities read are the rigid notions of a dry system and 
the contracted decisions of municipal law, I beg leave to read 
to you a passage from a very great theoretic writer — a man 
whose praises have resounded through all the known world, and 
probably will through all ages — whose sentiments are as free 
air, and who has done as much for learning, liberty, and man- 
kind as any of the sons of Adam — ^I mean the sagacious Mr. 
Locke. He will tell you gentlemen, in his Essay on Govem- 
ment) " that all manner of force without right puts man in 
a state of war with the aggressor; and of consequence, that 
being in such a state of war, he may lawfully kill him who put 
him under this unnatural restraint." According to this doc- 
trine we should have nothing to do but inquire whether here 
was " force without right;" if so, we were in such a state as 
rendered it lawful to kill the aggressor who put us under so 
unnatural a restraint. 

Few, I believe, will say, after hearing all this evidence, that 
we were under no " unnatural restraint" But we don^t want 
to extend matters so fax. We cite this author to show the 
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world that the greatest friends to their country, to iiniyersal 
liberty, and the immutable rights of all men, have held tenets 
and advanced maxims more favorable to the prisoners at the 
bar. And although we should not adopt the sentiments of 
Mr Locke in their most extensive latitude, yet there seems 
to be something very analogous to his opinion which is coun- 
tenanced in our laws. 

There is a spirit which pervades the whole system of Eng- 
lish jurisprudence, which inspires a freedom of thought, 
speech, and behavior. Under a form of government like ours, 
it would be in vain to expect that pacific, timid, obsequious, 
and servile temper, so predominant in more despotic govern- 
ments. From our happy constitution there results its very 
natural effects — an impatience of injuries and a strong resent- 
ment of insults (and a very wise man has said, « He who 
tamely beareth insults inviteth injuries "). Hence, I take it, 
that attention to the "feelings of humanity," to "humanity 
and imperfection," "the infirmities of flesh and blood;" that 
attention to " the indelible rights of mankind ; " that lenity to 
" the passions of men; " that " benignity and condescension of 
the law," so often repeated in our books. 

And, indeed, if this were not the case, the genius of our 
civil constitution and the spirit of our municipal law would 
be repugnant: that prime defect in any political system — that 
grand solecism in State policy. 

Gentlemen of the jury: This case has taken up much of 
your time, and is likely to take up so much more that I must 
hasten to a close. Indeed, I should not have troubled you, 
by being thus lengthy, but from a sense of duty to the pris- 
oners; they who in some sense may be said to have put their 
lives in my hands ; they whose situation was so peculiar that 
we have necessarily taken up more time than ordinary cases 



IN DBFBNCB OF THB SOLDIBBS 



2751 



require. They, under all tliese ciicuiDstances^ placed a conr 
fidence it was my duty not to disappoint, and which I have 
aimed at discharging with fidelity. I trust you, gentlemen, 
will do the like; that you will examine and judge with a 
becoming temper of mind; remembering that they who are 
under oath to declare the whole truth think and act Tery dif- 
ferently from bystanders, who, being under no ties of this 
kind, take a latitude which is by no means admissible in a 
court of law. 

I cannot close this cause better than by desiring you to 
consider well the genius and spirit of the law which will be 
laid down, and to govern yourselves by this great standard of 
truth. To some purposes, you may be said, gentlemen, to be 
ministers of justice; and « ministers," says a learned judge, 
" appointed for the ends of public justice, should have written 
on their hearts the solemn engagements of hia Majesty, at 
his coronation, to cause law and justice in mercy to be executed 
in all his judgments." 

" The quality of mercy in not strained; 
It droppetk like the centle rain from heayea. 

It is twice blened; 
It bleseefl him that slyes, and him that takes." 

I leave you, gentlemen, hoping you will be directed in your 
inquiry and judgment to a right discharge of your duty. We 
shall all of us, gentlemen, have an hour of cool reflection 
when the feelings and agitations of the day shall have sub- 
sided; when we shall view things through a different and a 
much juster medium. It is then we all wish an absolving 
conscience. May you, gentlemen, now act such a part as 
:will hereafter ensure it; such a part as may occasion the pris* 
oners to rejoioo. May the blessing of those who were in 
jeopardy of life come upon you — may the blessing of Him 
who is ** not faulty to die '' descend and rett upon {ou and 
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JEAN PAUL MARAT, one of the most extreme of the leaden of the 
French Revolution, was bom at Bendry, Neuchatel, SwttMriand, Maj 
24, 1744. After several years spent In travel and the study of medicine he 
settled in Liondon as a physician and soon established an excellent prac- 
tice. During his Liondon residence he published, besides " The Chains of 
Slavery " (1774) and some medical treatises, a " Philosophical Bssay on 
Man," which when translated into French passed quickly into several edi- 
tions. Returning to France his professional skill procured him the favor 
cf the Comte d'Artois and he became very popular as a court doctor while 
at the same time his attainments as a scientist gave him an extended 
influence. But in 1786 he forsook his profession and his scientific pursuits, 
and entering political life was soon conspicuous as one of the most radical 
of the revolutionists. From September, 1789, to July, 1793, he published 
the famous " L'Aml du Peuple," a journal so violent In its attacks upon 
men and measures, and so reckless in its assertions of governmental 
treachery, that it was dreaded by men of all classes. In 1790 Marat waa 
forced to fly to London, but returned to Paris in a few months and for a 
long time lived in concealment in sewers and cellars. After the rioting 
in August, 1792, he was elected to the CJonvention, where he endeavored to 
compass the ruin of the Oirondins. The latter, however, were at first 
successful and demanded that Marat should be tried before the Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal. A trial was held and Marat was acquitted, but he did 
not live to see the downfall of his opponents. Charlotte Cordar, a young 
woman of Caen, believtog him to be the greatest enemy of France, secured 
an laudience with him on some political pretext on the 18th of July, 1793, 
and stabbed him to the heart as he sat in his bath. Marat was a man 
of great ability and absolute fearlessness, who sacrificed everything to his 
convictions. He has usually been represented by historians as a momter 
of cruelty. Morse Stephens, a recent writer, says of him, however, that he 
was one " who was rendered suspicious by constant persecntion, and who 
was regarded as a personification of murder because he publlfdied every 
thought in his mind; while others only vented their suspicions in spoken 
words." 



SPEECH BEFORE THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 

GENTLEMEN, — I have in this assembly a great mim- 
ber of personal enemies — [here three fourths of the 
assemblage rose, crying out, " We all are, yes all of 
usf"] — ^I have in this assembly [continued Marat coolly} a 
great number of pef^onal enemies; I would recall them to a 
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sense of decency; it is not by clamor, by threats, by insult 
that his guilt is proven to an accused man; it is not by raising 
g hue and cry over a defender of the people that his 
criminality is demonstrated to him. 

I am grateful to the unseen hand which has cast among 
you a phantasm to affright timid souls, to cause dissension 
among good citizens, and to bring into disfavor the deputation 
of Paris. I thank my persecutors for having furnished me 
with the opportunity to lay bare my soul before you. 

Certain members of the deputation are accused of aspiring 
to the dictatorship, to the tribunate, to the triumvirate: this 
absurd charge would find no supporters did I not form a part 
of the deputation. Very well, gentlemen, I owe it in justice 
to state that my colleagues, notably Danton and Kobespierre, 
have constantly rejected all ideas of a dictatorship, of a . 
tribunate, and of a triumvirate, whenever I have broached 
them; I have even had to break divers lances with them on 
this subject. 

I believe myself to be the first political writer, and perhaps . 
Ihe only one in France since the Revolution, who has proposed - 
a dictator, a military tribune, or triumvirate as the only means 
of crushing out traitors and conspirators! If this opinion be / 
reprehensible, I alone am culpable; if it be criminal, it is on 
jny head alone that I call down the vengeance of the nation. 
I offer myseK then as a self-dedicated victim, but before con- 
'demning, deign to listen to me. 

My opinions are recorded in articles bearing my signature, 
printed and publicly distributed for nearly three years, and 'z 
not until to-day has the attempt been made to metam<»rphoBe 
them into the crime of high treason! What then, opinions 
' publicly proclaimed and submitted to the scrutiny of readers, "" 
shall they be regarded as crimee? "No, surely, were they 
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false they would be no more than simple errors; were tliey 
extravagant their author would be considered blind or stupid. 
It is in darkness that traitors are hidden and that plots are 
formed, but never does a conspirator declare his plans upon the 
house-tops. 

I have submitted my opinions to the examination of the 
public; if they are dangerous it is in combating them by sub- 
stantial reasons, and not in dedicating me to execration, that 
my enemies should condemn them — it is in refuting them, 
and not in raising over my head the sword of tyranny, that 
their baleful influence should be counteracted. 

After all, gentlemen, with what do you reproach me? 
When the ever-recurring treacheries of a perfidious court 
and of its minions, when the ceaseless plottings of the enemies 
of the Revolution, when the sanguinary schemes of the agents 
of despotism, threatened to crush out liberty; when the im- 
faithf ul representatives of the people, the iniquitous guardians 
of authority, the unworthy ministers of the law conspiring 
with an infamous prince, led the country to the verge of ruin; 
when legislators who had been bought prostituted their 
august office to the making of tyrannical laws, grinding down 
the people that they might destroy them; when public func- 
tionaries occupied themselves solely in showing favor to 
traitors; when magistrates protected with the sacred segis of 
justice the enemiee of the State, while they slew with the 
sword of tyranny the friends of the cotmtry, the defenders 
of liberty; when by the united efforts of these scoundrels the 
country was going to ruin, — ^which of you, gentlemen, had 
dared to call me guilty of crime if in the transports of my 
despair I had called down on guilty heads the axe of 
popular vengeance? Which of you will dare call me guilty 
of crime to have recommended the only means left us for 
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the public safety? The people, without obeying my voice, 
have had the good sense to realize that therein lay their sole 
resource, and have employed it at various times to prevent 
their own destruction. The bloody scenes of the llth of 
July, the 6th of October, the lOth of August, and the 2d of 
September have saved France; why were they not directed 
by able hands ! 

Fearing myself these terrible acts of an unrestrained multi- 
tude; distressed at seeing the axe fall indiscriminately upon 
all culprits, counf ounding petty delinquents with great crimi- 
nals; desiring to direct it alone against the heads of the prin- 
cipal anti-revolutionists, I have endeavored to bring these 
movements, so horrible and full of disorder, into subjection 
to the wisdom of a leader who should be at the same time a 
patriot of integrity and a statesman who would seek out and 
put to death the principal conspirators in order to cut by a 
single stroke the thread of all machinations, to prevent the 
shedding of blood, to restore peace and cement liberty. Fol- 
low my writings; it is with this end in view I have demanded 
that the people should select a dictator, a military tribune. 

To prevent the abuses and the dangers of such a mission 
I have recommended that the power to inflict capital punish- 
ment should be so restricted as to include none save the leaders 
of conspiracies, that the duration of its exercise be limited to 
some few days, and that the citizen adjudged worthy to fill 
the position should be chained by the foot to a cannon-ball in 
order that he himself should be at each instant within the 
grasp of the people in case he should forget his duties. 

li this salutary measure had been employed immediately 
after the taking of the Bastile how many disasters would have 
been prevented! If at that time five hundred traitor heads 
had fallen, a hundred thousand. pttriots would not have been 
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brought to deetruction; a hundred thousand patriotB would 
not have been menaced with it; the Btate would. not have 
been for so long a time rent by factions, convulsed by sedi- 
tions, given over to disorder, to anarchy, to poverty, to famine, 
and to civil war; it would not have been in danger of becoming 
the prey of the inhuman hordes of despots leagued together 
against us. 

All thinkers, gentlemen, feel the justice of this measure; if 
upon this point you have not yet risen to my height, so mu^h 
the worse for you; rivers of blood will one day convince you of 
your error, and you will deplore with bitterness of spirit 
your fatal self-confidence. 

Will you permit me to speak one word of myself! Some 
have had the audacity to accuse me of having ambitious 
designs! I will not stoop to deny this ridiculous accusation I 
Let those still tempted to make it cast a glance over my 
political career. If I had been willing to put a price upon 
my silence I should have been glutted with gold — and I am 
jfoor. I have never aaked either payment or employment; to 
better serve my country I have braved poverty, danger, and 
suffering; I have been, each day, pursued by legions of assas- 
sins; for three years I have condemned myself to a secret life, 
and I have maintained the cause of liberty as with head on 
the block. Speak, cowardly calumniatora^ is that the conduct 
of an ambitious man? 

Let us cease, gentlemen, to consume precious time in vain 
altercaticms and in scandalous wranglingsl Let us fear to give 
consistency to the absurd rumors adroitly disseminated by 
the enemies of our country with the view of retarding the 
great work of the constitution and in order to put them to 
a hard test. Suffer me to urge you to sanction the deolaxation 
of rights^ to lay the sacred f dundatiotis of a goverzuuent just 
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and free whicli shall shape the destiny of France, cement the 
liberty, and assure the happiness of the people, for whom I 
am ready at any instant to give my life. 

[The tempest that was muttering over the deputation of 
Paris, and threatened especially the Friend of the People, 
appeared to be dissipated under the irresistible force of his 
patriotism; all were speechless; the patriots exchanged glances 
and appeared to reproach each other with their illogical action; 
Danton and Eobespierre were not able to dissimulate their 
chagrin at their impolitic and culpable desertion. On theif 
side the Girondists, who had not breathed a word during the 
discourse, but had watched the conduct of their adversaries, 
felt that the patriots were united to Marat by only a slender 
tie. It must be broken, they said among themselves, it must 
be broken at all hazards — and Vergniaud appeared upon the 
tribune. " If any misfortune can befall a representative of the 
people, I feel it to be mine in being obliged to follow upon 
this tribune a man resting under indictments from which he 
has not cleared himself (A murmur of disapprobation told 
Vergniaud of his lack of tact.) " I glory in it," responded 
Marat, and the leader of the Girondists was completely crushed 
by this audacious reply, as sudden as unexpected. Then 
Boileau, who had witnessed the ignominious defeat of his 
colleague, presented himself to retrieve the blunder of the 
former. He mounted the tribune with a copy of the 
" Friend of the People " in hand, the date of which he care- 
fully concealed, and declaimed its contents: "I demand," 
he added,* " that this monster should be indicted." At this 
sanguinary motion it became a question among the Anti- 
revolutionists as to who should exceed Boileau in his ex- 
pressions. 

The tempest had appeared to subside for a moment, but 
only to burst forth with greater fury upon the head of Marat, 
.Witness his defence:] 

I am charged, as by a term of reproach, with the indict- 
ments brought against me by the upholders of despotism, 
with arraignments brought forward at this tribunal by the 
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representatives of the people prostituted by the court; these 
are the brevets of honor of which I am proud; to those who 
are not able to appreciate them I say that the people, in call- 
ing me hither to defend their rights, have annulled these 
arbitrary decrees, have judged my cause, and have declared 
me guiltless. I am accused of being false, of being a traitor 
and a plotter, by one who has Number 686 of the " Friend 
of the People '* in hand, and who adduces in proof of his 
assertion its last article mendaciously altered. 

You have been told that I wished to overturn the State, 
to plunge it into trouble and disorder by causing it to destroy 
the iN'atianal Convention. This false statement can have no 
other end than to ndslead the Convention and to rouse its 
indignation again«t me. !Who are the authors of this 
atrocious plot? Thej are evil men whom I have for a long 
time denounced as the wont enemies of the country, the 
members of the Brissot faction; see them there before me, they 
sneer at this very instant at the noise made by the furious 
cries of their followers who dare to look me in the face. 

My accufler has produced against me a number of the 

"Friend of the People^' printed upon the placard addressed to 

Petion some ten days ago. Although this article was but the 

simple expression of my fears, it is also true that my opinion 

of the composition of the Assembly was formed only after the 

alarming nomination of a great number of untrustworthy 

deputies of both legislatures, for the 'Assembly was not then 

organized. You see, gentlemen, the opinion I have of it 

to-day after having seen its workings; it is contained in the 

new journal which I have just issued under the title of 

" Journal of the French Republic.^' 

[The reading of the aforesaid number sufficed completely 
to allay the terrible apprehensions that the accusers of Marat 
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bad succeeded in arousing in the entire assemblj. Marat 
resumed in these words:] 

Permit me, gentlemen, to recall you to yourselves after the 
access of rage against me to which you have abandoned your- 
selves. What, if by the negligence of my printer my journal 
had not appeared to-day, you would then have delivered me to 
the sword of tyranny! No indeed! I should not have 
perished like a coward; doubt not that if the fatal decree 
had gone forth I should have escaped from the wrath of my 
persecutora by blowing out my brains before your eyes. 
[Here he placed a pistol to his forehead.] 

The indictment of him who should propose a dictatorship, a 
tribunate, or triumvirate has been demanded of you; it is 
a false step which you are thus urged to take; this expedient 
for the public welfare depends finally upon the people them- 
selvea If it is ever judged necessary by them they will take 
it despite your decrees, as they have adopted methods more 
terrible despite the decrees of the National Assembly, and you 
will have compromised your authority needlessly and without 
result. 

[Special translation by Mary B. Adami.] 
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OLIVBR BLXiSWORTH, an American Jnriat, waa bom at Windsort 
(Connecticut, Aprii 29, 1745, and died there, November 26, 1807. He 
was educated at Tale and Princeton colleges, and at first took up the 
study of theology, which he soon relinquished for that of the law, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1771. He took a deep interest in political affairs 
and at the opening of the American Revolution represented his native 
town in the General Assembly. In 1778 he went as delegate to the Conti- 
nental Congress, remaining until 1783. In the following year he was 
appointed Judge of the superior court of Connecticut, and, after serving In 
the Constitutional Convention at Philadelphia in 1787, was subsequently 
called to ratify it by his own State. Entering the United States 
Senate in 1789 he was a noteworthy figure there on account of his skill 
in debate, and, as a hearty supporter of Washington's administration, 
led the Federalists in the Senate. He was influential in having Jay sent 
to England in 1794, and in 1798 succeeded him as chief Justice of the 
supreme court of the United States, In which high office his decis- 
ions appear to have met with the approval of men of both political 
parties. Ellsworth was appointed in 1799 one of the three envoys 
extraordinary to France, and as such assisted in arranging the treaty 
between France and the United States In March, 1800, which restored good 
feeling between the two nations. He resigned the chief Justiceship on 
account of ill health, and in 1802 was elected to the State Council of 
Connecticut, of which he was a member at the time of his death. 



SPEECH ON THE POWER OF CONGRESS TO LEVY TAXES 

DELIVERED IN THE CONNECTICUT CONVENTION, JANUARY 7, 1788 

E. PEESIDENT,— This is a most important clause 

in the constitution, and the gentlemen do well to 

offer all the objections which they have against it. 

Through the whole of this debate I have attended to the 

objections which have been made against this clause, and I 

think them all to be unfoimded. The clause is general; it 

gives the general legislature " power to lay and collect taxes, 

duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts and provide for 

the common defence and general welfare of the United 
(2760) 
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States/* There are three objections against this clause: 
first, that it is too extensive, as it extends to all the objects 
of taxation ; secondly^ that it is partial ; thirdly, that Congress 
ought not to have power to lay taxes at all. 

The first objection is that this clause extends to all the 
objects of taxation. But though it does extend to all it does 
not extend to them exclusively. It does not say that Congress 
shall have all these sources of revenue and the States none. 
All excepting the impost still lie open to the States. This 
State owes a debt; it must provide for the payment of it. 
So do all the other States. 

This will not escape the attention of Congress. When 
making calculations to raise a revenue they will bear this in 
mind. They will not take away that which is necessary for 
the States. They are the head and will take care that the 
members do not perish. The State debt, which now lies 
heavy upon us, arose from the want of powers in the federal 
system. Give the necessary powers to the national govem- 
jxieaat, and the State will not be again necessitated to involve 
itself in debt for its defence in war. It will lie upon the 
national government to defend all the States, to defend all 
its -members, from hostile attacks. 

The United States will bear the whole burden of war. It 
is necessary that the power of the general legislature should 
extend to all the objects of taxation, that government should 
be able to command all the resources of the country, because 
no man can tell what our exigencies may be. Wars have now 
become rather wars of the purse than of the sword. Govern- 
ment nmst therefore be able to command the whde power 
of the purse; ot herwise a hostile nation may look into our 
constrtntimr, see what resources are in the power erf govern- 
ment; and calcnlatr to go a little beyond us; thus they may 
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obtain a decided superiority over us and reduce us to the 
utmost distress. A government which can command but half 
its resources is like a man with but one arm to defend himself. 

The second objection is that the impost is not a proper 
mode of taxation; that it is partial to the southern States* 
I confess I am mortified when I find gentlemen supposing 
that their delegates in Convention were inattentive to theix 
duty aud made a sacrifice of the interests of their constitu- 
ents. If, however, the impost be a partial mode, this circum- 
stance, high as my opinion of it is, would weaken my attach- 
ment to it; for I abhor partiality. But I think there are three 
special reasons why an impost is the best way of raising a 
national revenue. 

The first is, it is the most fruitful and easy way. All 
nations have found it to be so. Direct taxation can go but 
little way towards raising a revenue. To raise money in this 
way, people must be provident; they must constantly be lay- 
ing up money to answer the demands of the collector. But 
you cannot make people thus provident. If you do anything 
to the purpose, you must come in when they are spending, 
and take a part with them. This does not take away the tools 
of a man's business or the necessary utensils of his family: 
it only comes in when he is taking his pleasure and feels 
generous; when he is laying out a shilling for superfluities it 
takes twopence of it for public use, and the remainder will 
do him as much good as the whole. 

I will instance two facts which show how easy and insen- 
sibly a revenue is raised by indirect taxation, I suppose 
people in general are not sensible that we pay a tax to the 
State of New York. Yet it is an incontrovertible fact that 
we, the people of Connecticut, pay annually into the treasury 
of New York more than $502000. Another instance I wiU 
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mention: one of our common river sloops pays in the West 
Indies a portage bill of £60. 

This is a tax which foreigners lay upon us, and we pay it; 
for a duty laid upon our shipping which transports our prod- 
uce to foreign markets sinks the price of our produce and 
operates as an effectual tax upon those who till the ground 
and bring the fruits of it to market. All nations have seen 
the necessity and propriety of raising a revenue by indirect 
taxation, by duties upon articles of consumption. France 
raises a revenue of £24,000,000 per annum, and it is chiefly 
in this way. Fifty millions of livres they raise upon the 
single article of salt. The Swiss Cantons raise almost the 
whole of their revenue upon salt. Those States purchase all 
the salt which is to be used in the country : they sell it out 
to the people at an advanced price; the advance is the 
revenue of the country. 

In England the whole public revenue is about £12,000,000 
per annum. The land tax amounts to about £2,000,000; 
the window and some other taxes to about £2,000,000 
more. The other £8,000,000 are raised upon articles of 
consumption. The whole standing army of Great Britain 
could not enforce the collection of this vast siun by direct 
taxation. In Holland their prodigious taxes, amounting to 
forty shillings for each inhabitant, are levied chiefly upon 
articles of consumption. They excise everything, not even 
excepting their houses of infamy. 

The experiments which have been made in our own coun- 
try show the productive nature of indirect taxes. The 
imports into the United States amount to a very large sum. 
They will never be less, but will continue to increase for cen- 
turies to come. As the population of our country increases, 
tihe imports will necessarily increase. They will increase 
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because our citizens will choose to be farmers, living inde- 
pendently on their freeholds, rather than to be manufacturers 
and work for a groat a day. I find by calculation that a gen- 
eral impost of five per cent would raise the sum of £245,000 
' per annum, deducting eight per cent for the charges of col- 
lecting. A further sum might be deducted for smuggling — 
a business which is too well understood among us and which 

• is looked upon in too favorable a light. 

But this loss in the public revenue will be overbalanced 
by an increase of importations, and a further sum may be 
reckoned upon some articles which will bear a higher duty 
than the one recommended by Congress. Rum, instead of 
4d. per gallon, may be set higher without any detriment to 

" our health or morals. In England it pays a duty of 4s. 6d. 
the gallon. 

Now, let us compare this source of revenue with our 
national wants. The interest of the foreign debt is £130,000, 
lawful money, per annum. The expenses of the civil list 
are £37,000. There are likewise further expenses for main- 

' taining the frontier posts, for the support of those who have 
been disabled in the service of the continent, and some other 
contingencies, amounting, together with the civil list, to 
£130,000. This sum, added to the interest of the foreign 
debt, will be £260,000. The consequence follows that the 

-avails of the impost will pay the interest of the whole foreign 
debt and nearly satisfy those current national expenses. 

-' Eut perhaps it will be said that these paper caloulations are 

i: overdone, and that the real avails will fall far short. Let. 
me point out, then, what has. actually been done. In only 

*.three of the States — ^in Massachusetts, New York, and PeniK 
sylvania — £160,000 or £180,000 per annum have been, raised.. 

ijjr impost. IVom this fact we may certainly conclude that, if 
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a general impost should be laid, it would raise a greater sum 
than I have calculated. It is a strong argument in favor 
of an impost that the collection of it will interfere less with 
the internal police of the States than any other species of 
taxation. It does not fill the country with revenue officers, 
but is confined to the seacoast and is chiefly a water opera- 
tion. Another weighty reason in favor of this branch of the 
revenue is, if we do not give it to Congress the individual 
States will have it. It will give some States an opportunity 
of oppressing others and destroy all harmony between them. 
If we would have the States friendly to each other let us take 
away this bone of contention and place it, as it ought in 
justice to be placed, in the hands of the general government 

"But," says an honorable gentleman near me, "the impost 
will be a partial tax; the southern States will pay but little 
in comparison with the northern.*' 

I ask. What reason is there for .this assertion? 

Why, says he, we live in a cold climate and want warm- 
ing. Do not they live in a hot climate and want quenching 1 
Until you get as far south as the Carolinas there is no material 
difference in the quantity of clothing which is worn. In Yir- 
ginia they have the same course of clothing that we have; 
in Carolina they have a great deal of cold, raw, chiUy 
Weather; even in Georgia the river Savannah has been 
crossed upon the ice. And if they did not wear quite so great 
a quantity of clothing in those States as with us, yet people 
of rank wear that which is of a much more expensive kind 

In these States we manufacture one half of our clothing 
and all our tools of husbandry; in those they manufacture 
none, nor ever will. They will not manufacture because thej 
find it much more profitable to cultivate their lands, whick 
are exceedingly fertile. Hence they import almost eveiy* 
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thing, not excepting the carriages in which they ride, the hoefl 
with which they till the ground, and the boots which tliey 
wear. 

If we doubt of the extent of their importations let us look 
at their exports. So exceedingly fertile and profitable are 
their lands that a hundred large ships are every year loaded 
with rice and indigo from the single port of Charleston. 

The rich return of these cargoes of immense value will 
be all subject to the impost. Nothing is omitted; a duty ia 
to be paid upon the blacks which they import. From Vir- 
ginia their exports are valued at £1,000,000 per an- 
num; the sixigle article of tobacco amounts to $700,000 or 
$800,000. How does this come back? Not in money, 
for the Virginians are poor to a proverb in money. They 
anticipate their crops; ihey spend faster than they earn; they 
are ever in debt^ Their rich exports return in eatables, in 
drinkables, and in wearables. All these are subject to the 
impost. In Maryland their exports are as great in propor- 
tion as those in Virginia. The imports and exports of the 
southern States are quite as great in proportion as those of the 
northern. Where, then, exists this partiality which has been 
objected? It exists nowhere but in the uninformed mind. 

But there is one objection, Mr. President, which is broad 
enough to cover the whole subject. Says the objector. Con- 
gress ought not to have power to raise any money at all. 
Why? Because they have the power of the sword, and if 
we give them the power of the purse they are despotic. 
But I ask, sir, if ever there were a government without the 
power of the sword and the purse? This is not a new coined 
phrase; but it is misapplied; it belongs to quite another sub- 
ject. It was brought into use in Great BritaiB, where thej; 
have a king vested with heireditary power. 
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Here, say they, it is dangerous to place the power of the 
sword and the puree in the hands of one man who claims 
an authority independent of the people; therefore we will 
have a Parliament. But the king and Parliament together, 
the supreme power of the nation, they have the sword and 
the purse. And they must have both, else how could the 
country be defended? 

For the sword without the purse is of no effect; it is a 
sword in the scabbard. But does it follow, because it is 
dangerous to give the power of the sword and purse to an 
hereditary prince who is independent of the people, that 
therefore it is dangerous to give it to the Parliament — to 
Congress, which is your Parliament — to men appointed by 
yourselves and dependent upon yourselves? This argument 
amounts to this: you must cut a man in two in the middle to 
prevent his hurting himself. 

But, says the honorable objector, if Congress levies money, 
they must legislate. I admit it. Two legislative powers, says 
he, cannot legislate in the same place. I ask, Why can they 
not? It is not enough to say they cannot. I wish for some 
reason. I grant that both cannot legislate upon the same 
object at the same time and carry into effect laws which 
are contrary to each other. But the constitution excludes 
everything of this kind. 

Each legislature has its province ; their limits may be dis- 
tinguished. If they will run foul of each other, if they will 
be trying who has the hardest head, it cannot be helped. 
The road is broad enough; but if two men will jostle each 
other the fault is not in the road. Two several legislatures 
have in fact existed and acted at the same time in the same 
territory. It is in Tain to saj thej cannot exist when they 
actually have dcme ik 



2768 



ELLSWORTH 



In tbe time of the war we had an armj. Who made the 
laws for the army? By whoee authority were oflfenders tried 
and executed? Congress. By their authority a man was 
taken, tried, condemned, and hanged in this very city. He 
belonged to the army ; he was a proper subject of military law, 
he deserted to the enemy, he deserved his fate. Wherever 
the army was, in whatever State, there Congress had complete 
legislative, judicial, and executive powers. This very spot 
where we now are is a city. It has complete l^islative, 
judicial, and executive powers; it is a complete State in minia- 
ture. Yet it breeds no confusion, it makes no schism. The 
city has not eaten up the State, nor the State the eity. . But 
if there be a new city, if it has not had time to unfold its 
principles; I will instance the city of New York, which is 
and long has been an important part of the State; it has 
been found beneficial; its powers and privileges have not 
clashed with the State. 

The city of London contains three or four times as many 
inhabitants as the whole State of Connecticut. It has exten- 
sive powers of government and yet it makes no interference 
with the general government of the kingdom. This consti- 
tution defines the extent of the powers of the general gov- 
ernment. If the general legislature should at any time over* 
leap their limits, the judicial department is a constitutional 
check. If the United States go beyond their powers, if they 
make a law which the constitution does not authorize, it is 
void, and the judicial power, the natioBal judges^ who, to 
secure their impartiality, are to be made independent, will 
declare it to be void. 

On the other hand, if the Statee go bei^mid iOmi limits, if 
they make a law which is a usuxpaliOB upoiL the general gov- 
ernment^ the law is void, and upright, iBd^^ttdfint jiftdgefl 
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will declare it to be so. Still, however, if the United States 
and the individual States will quarrel, if they want to fight, 
they may do it, and no frame of government can possibly 
prevent it. It is sufficient for this constitution that, so far 
from laying them under a necessity of contending, it provided 
every reasonable check against it. 

But perhaps, at some time or other, there will be 4 ifontest; 
the States may rise againet the general govermnent. If this 
do take place, if all the States combine, if all oppose, the 
whole will not eat up the members, but the measure which 
is opposed to the sense of the people will prove abortive. 

In republics it is a fundamental principle that tht 
majority govern and that the minority comply with the 
general voice. How contrary, then, to republican principles; 
how humiliating is our present situation! A single State can 
rise up and put a veto upon the most important public meas- 
ures. We have seen this actually take place. A single State 
has controlled the general voice of the Union; a minority, u 
very small minority, has governed us. So far is this from 
being consistent with republican principles that it is, in effect, 
the worst species of monarchy. 

Hence we see how necessary for the Union is a coercive 
principle. No man pretends the contrary: we all see and 
feel this necessity. The only question is, Shall it be a coercion 
of law or a coercion of arms? There is no other possible alter- 
native. Where will those who oppose a coercion of law come 
out? Where will they end? A necessary consequence of 
their principles is a war of the States one against the other. 
I am for coercion by law — that coercion which acts only 
upon delinquent individuals. This constitution does not 
attempt to coerce sovereign bodies. States, in their political 
capacity. No coercion is applicable to such bodies but that 
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of an armed force. If we should attempt to execute the laws 
of the Union by sending an armed force against a delinquent 
State, it would involve the good and bad, the innocent and 
guilty, in the same calamity. 

But this legal coercion singles out the guilty individual 
and punishes him for breaking the laws of the Union. All 
men will see the reasonableness of this; they will acquiesce, 
and say. Let the guilty suffer. 

How have the morals of the people been depraved for the 
want of an efficient government which might establish jus- 
tice and righteousness. For the want of this, iniquity has 
come in upon us like an overflowing flood. If we wish to 
prevent this alarming evil, if we wish to protect the good 
citizen in his right, we must lift up the standard of justice; 
we must establish a national government to be enforced by 
the equal decisions of la^ and the peaceable arm of tht 
magistrate. 
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JOHN JAT, a diitlBgulshed American statefman and dlplomatift, was 
bom in New York city, December 12, 1745, and after being educated at 
King's College (now Columbia University) and studying law, was admitted 
to the bar in 1768. Prom the first he was an earnest advocate of patriotic 
principles and to him is attributed the suggestion that a Continental 
Congress be called in 1774. He wrote the ''Address to the People of Great 
Britain," which the first Congress adopted, and another to the people 
of Canada, adopted by the second. In the Provincial Congress of New 
York, Jay was the most important member, and Its state papers, including 
the Constitution of 1777, were written by him. In that year he was made 
chief Justice of New York, was chosen president of the Continental Con- 
gress in the succeeding year, and sent as minister to Spain in 1780. 
With Franklin and Adams he negotiated the treaty of peace with Great 
Britain in 1782, and from 1784-89 was secretary of foreign aftairs. Ho 
contributed several papers to ** The Federalist " in support of the Federal 
Constitution, and was of much service in securing its ratification by the 
New York convention In the face of severe opposition. In 1789 Jay wai 
appointed the first chief justice of the United States, and in 1794 was sent 
abroad as minister to Great Britain, where he negotiated the treaty com- 
monly called by his name, and for which he was subjected to much abuse 
from his political opponents, even being burnt in efflgy In Boston. 
From 1795 to 1801 he was governor of New York and in the last-named 
year, declining a second appointment to the chief-justiceship, returned to 
his estate at Bedford, New York, and withdrew entirely from political life, 
though still active in religious and philanthropic matters. Through his 
influence slavery was abolished In New York in 1799. He died at Bedford, 
May 17, 1829. His ''Correspondence and Public Papers," edlttd In four 
^Tolumes by Johnston, appeared in 1898. 

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN 

r [Congress, on October 11, 1774, appointed Mr. Lee, Mr. Livingston and 
Mr. Jay. a committee to prepare a memorial to the people of British 
America, and an address to the people of Great Britain. On the 18th, 
Mr. Jay reported a draught of the address, which was discussed and 
amended on the day following, and on the 21st was approved by Congress.] 

FEIENDS AKD FELLOW SUB JEOTS,— When a 
nation led to greatness by the hand of liberty, and 
possessed of all the glory that heroism, mnnificence, 

■iid humanity can bestow, descends to the ungrateful task of 

i27711 
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forging chains for her friends and children, and, instead of 
giving support to freedom, turns advocate for slavery and 
oppression, there is reason to suspect she has either ceased to 
le virtuous or been extremely negligent in the appointment 
«f her rulers. 

In almost every age, in repeated conflicts in long and bloodj 
wars, as well civil as foreign, against many and powerful 
nations, against the opea assaults of enemies, and the more 
dangerous treachery of friends, have the inhabitants of your 
island, your great and glorious ancestofs, maintained their 
independence and transmitted the rights of men. and the 
blessings of liberty to you, their posterity. 

Be not surprised, therefore, that we who are descended from 
the same common ancestors^ that we whose forefathers partici* 
pated in all the rights^ the liberties, and the constitution yon 
10 justly boast of, and who have carefully conveyed the same 
fair inheritance to us, guaranteed by the plighted faith of 
govemmeint and the mosi solemn compacts with British' 
lov^reigos, should refuse to surrender tkem to men who^ found 
their claims ou no principles of reason, and wha prosecute 
them with a design that, by having our lives and property in. 
their power, they may, with the greatest facility, enslave yoiL 

The cause of America is now the objeet of universal atten- 
tion; it has at length become very serious. This unhappy 
countiy has not only been oppressed, but abused and. misrep- 
lesented; and. the duty we owe to ourselves and posterity, to 
jour iJrtMresit^ and the general welfare of the British emjire^ 
leads us to address you on this very important subject 

Enow, then, that we consider ourselves, and do insist, thai, 
we are and ought to be as free as our fellow subjects in Britain, 
and that no power on earth has a right to take our property 
from us withont our consent. 
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That we claim all the benefits secured to tho subject by the 
English constitution^ and particularly that inestimable one 
of trial by jury. 

That we hold it essential to English liberty that no man be 
condemned imheard, or punished for supposed offences with- 
out having an opportunity of making his defence. 

That we think the legislature of Great Britain is not 
authorized by the constitution to establish a religion fraught 
with sanguinary and impious tenets, or to erect an arlritraiy 
form of government in any quarter of the globe. These 
rights we, as well as you, deem sacred; and yet, sacred as 
they are, they have, with many others, been repeatedly and 
flagrantly violated. 

Are not the proprietors of the soil of Great Britain lords of 
their own property? Can it be taken from them without their 
consent? Will they yield it to the arbitrary disposal of any 
man or number of men whatever? You know they will not. 

Why, then, are the proprietors of the soil of America lees 
lords of their property than you are of yours? or why should 
they submit it to the disposal of your Parliament, or any other 
parliament or council in the world not of their election? Can 
the intervention of the sea that divides us cause disparity in 
rights, or can any reason be given why English subjects who 
live three thousand miles from the royal palace should enjoy 
less liberty than those who are three hundred miles distant 
from it? 

Season looks with indignation on such distinctions, and 
freemen can never perceive their propriety. And yet, how- 
ever chimerical and unjust such discriminations are, the Par- 
liament asseirt that they have a right to bind us in all cases, 
without exception, whether we consent or not; that they may 
take and use«our property when and in what manner they 
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please; that we are pensioners on their bounty for all that we 
possess, and can hold it no longer than they vouchsafe to per- 
mit. Such declarations we consider as heresies in English 
politics, and which can no more operate to deprive us of our 
property than the interdicts of the Pope can divest kings of 
sceptres which the laws of the land and the voice of the 
people have placed in their handsw 

At the conclusion of the late war — a war rendered glorious 
by the abilities and integrity of a minister to whose efforts 
the British empire owes its safety and its fame; at the conclu- 
sion of this war, which was succeeded by an inglorious peace, 
formed under the auspices of a minister of principles and of 
a family unfriendly to the Protestant cause and inimical 
to liberty — we say at this period, and under the influence 
of that man, a plan for enslaving your fellow subjects in 
America was concerted, and has ever since been pertinaciously 
carrying into execution. 

Prior to this era you were content with drawing from us 
the wealth produced by our commerce: you restrained your 
trade in every way that could conduce to your emolument. 
You exercised unbounded sovereignty over the sea. You 
named the ports and nations to which alone our merchandise 
should be carried, and with whom alone we should trade; 
and though some of these restrictions were grievous, we never- 
theless did not complain. We looked up to you as to our 
parent state, to which we were bound by the strongest ties, 
and were happy in being instrumental to your prosperity and 
your grandeur. 

We call upon you, yourselves, to witness our loyalty and 
attachment to the common interest of the whole empire. 
Did we not, in the last war, add all the strength of this vast 
continent to the force which repelled our common enemy I 
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Did we not leave our native shores and meet disease and death 
to promote the success of British arms in foredgn climates? 
Did you not thank us for our zeal, and even reimburse us large 
sums of money which you confessed we had advanced beyond 
our proportion and far beyond our abilities? You did. 

To what causes, then, are we to attribute the sudden change 
of treatment and that system of slavery which was prepared 
for us at the restoration of peace? 

Before we had recovered from the distresses whicH ever 
attend war, an attempt was made to drain this country of all 
its money by the oppressive Stamp Act. Paint, glass, and 
Other commodities which you would not permit us to purchase 
of other nations were taxed ; nay, although no wine is made 
in any country subject to the British state, you prohibited our 
procuring it of foreigners without paying a tax, imposed by 
your Parliament, on all we imported. These and many other 
impositions were laid upon us, most unjustly and unconsti- 
tutionally, for the express purpose of raising a revenua In 
order to silence complaint it was indeed provided that this 
revenue should be expended in America for its protection 
and defence. 

These exactions, however, can receive no justification from 
a pretended necessity of protecting and defending us. They 
are lavishly squandered on court favorites and ministerial 
dependents, generally avowed enemies to America, and 
employing themselves by partial representations to traduce 
and embroil the colonies. 

For the necessary support of government here, we ever 
were and ever shall be ready to provide. And whenever the 
exigencies of the state may require it, we shall, as we have 
heretofore done, cheerfully contribute our full proportion of 
men and money. 
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To enforce this unconstitutional and unjust scheme of tax* 
ation, every fence that the wisdom of our British ancestors 
had carefully erected against arbitrary powBr has been vio- 
lently thrown down in America, and the inestimable right of 
trial by jury taken away in cases that touch both life and 
property. It was ordained that whenever offences should be 
committed in the colonies against particular acts imposing 
various duties and restrictions upon trade, the prosecutor 
might bring his action for the penalties in the courts of 
admiralty, by which means the subject lost the advantage of 
being tried by an honest, nninfluenced jury of the vicinage, 
and was subjected to the sad necessity of being judged by a 
single man, a creature of the crown, and according to the 
course of a law which exempts the prosecutor from the 
trouble of proving his accusation and obliges the defendant 
either to evince his innocence or to suffer. 

To give this new judicatory the greater importance, and as 
if with design to protect false accusers, it is further provided 
that the judge's certificate of there having been probable 
causes of seizure and prosecution shall protect the prosecutor 
from actions at common law for recovery of damages. 

By the course of our law, offences committed in such of the 
British dominions in which courts are established and justice 
duly and regularly administered shall be there tried by a jury 
of the vicinage. There the offenders and the witnesses are 
known, and the degree of credibility to be given to their 
testimony can be ascertained. 

In all these colonies justice is regularly and impartially 
administered; and yet, by the construction of some, and the 
direction of oiher acts of Parliament, offenders are to be taken 
by force, together with all such persons as may be pointed 
out m witn^essee^ and carried^ to England^ there to be tried m 
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% dktant laud by a joiy of strangers and subject to all the 
disadvantages that result from the want of friends^ want of 
witnesses, and want of money. 

When the design of raising a revenue from the duties 
imposed on the importation of tea into America had in great 
measure been rendered abortive by our ceasing to import thai 
oconmodily, a sdieme was concerted by the ministry with the 
East India Company, and an act passed enabling and encour- 
aging them to transport and vend it in the oolonies. Aware 
of the danger of giving success to this insidious manoeuvre, 
and of permitting a precedent of taxation thus to be estab- 
lished among us, various methods were adopted to elude the 
stroke. 

The people of Boston, then ruled by a governor whom, as 
well as his predecessor, Sir Erancis Bernard, all .Adnerica 
considers as her enemy, were exceedingly embarrassed. The 
ships which had arrived with the tea were, by his management^ 
prevented from returning. The duties would have been paid; 
the cargoes landed and exposed to sale; a governor's influence 
would have procured and protected many purchasers. 

While the town was suspended by deliberations on this 
important subject the tea was destroyed. Even supporing a 
ttespBas was thereby committed, and the proprietors of the tea 
entitled to damages, the courts of law were open, and judges 
appointed by the crown presided in them. The East India 
Company, however, did not think pq:)per to commence any 
suite, nor did they even demand satisfaction, either from 
individuals or from the coonmunity in general. The ministryi 
it seems, officiously made the case their own, and the great 
council of tfte nation descended to intermeddle with a dispute 
about private property. Divers papers, letters, and other 
iinauihenticated ex parte evidence, were laid befooe them. 
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NeitLer the persons irto destroyed the tea, nor tjie peopln 
of Boston, were called upon to answer the complaint. 

The ministry, incensed by being disappointed in a favorite 
scheme, were determined to recur from the little arts of 
finesse to open foroe and immanly violence. The port of 
Boston was blocked up by a fleets and an army placed in the 
town. Their trade was to be suspended, and thousands 
reduced to the necessity of gaining subsistence from charity, 
till they should submit to pass under the yoke and consent to 
become slaves, by confessing the omnipotence of Parliament, 
and acquiescing in whatever disposition they might think 
proper to make of their lives and property. 

Let justice and himianity oease to be the boast of your 
nation! Consult your history; examine your records of 
former transactions; nay, turn to the annals of the many 
arbitrary states and kingdoms that surround you, and show 
us a single instance of men being condemned to suffer for 
imputed crimes, unheard, unquestioned, and without even 
the specious formality of a trial; and that, too, by laws made 
expressly for the purpose and which had no existence at th« 
time of the fact committed. 

If it be difficult to reconcile these proceedings to the genius 
and temper of your laws and constitution, the task will become 
more arduous when we call upon our ministerial enemies to 
justify, not only condemning men untried and by hearsay, 
but involving the innocent in one common puniahment with 
the guilty, and for the act of thirty or forty to bring poverty, 
3istress, and calamity on thirly thousand souls, and those not 
your enemies, but your friends, brethren, and fellow sub- 
jects* 

It would be some consolation to us if the catalogue of 
American oppressions ended here. It gives us pain to bQ 
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reduced to the necessity of reminding you that under the 
confidence reposed in the faith of government, pledged in a 
royal charter from a British sovereign, the forefathers of the 
present inhabitants of the Massachusetts Bay left their 
former habitations and established that great, flourishing, 
and loyal colony. 

Without incurring or being charged with a forfeiture of 
their rights, without being heard, without being tried, without 
law and without justice, by an act of Parliament their charter 
is destroyed, their liberties violated, their constitution and 
form of government changed; and all this upon no better 
pretence than because in one of their towns a trespass was 
committed on some merchandise said to belong to one of the 
companies, and because the ministry were of opinion that such 
high political regulations were necessary to compel due 
subordination and obedience to their mandates. 

Nor are these the only capital grievances under which we 
labor. We might tell of dissolute, weak, and wicked gov- 
ernors having been set over us; of legislatures being sus- 
pended for asserting the rights of British subjects ; of needy 
and ignorant dependents on great men advanced to the seats 
of justice and to other places of trust and importance; of 
hard restrictions on commerce, and a great variety of lesser 
evils the recollection of which is almost lost under the 
weight and pressure of greater and more poignant calamities. 

Now mark the progression of the ministerial plan for enslav- 
ing us. 

Well aware that such hardy attempts to take our property 
from us; to deprive us of that valuable right of trial by jury; 
to seize our persons, and carry us for trial to Great Britain; to 
blockade our ports; to destroy our charters and change our 
forms of government, — ^would occasion, an^ tad already 
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occasioaedy great discontent in the colonies, which might pro 
duce opposition to these measures, an act was passed to protect^ 
indemnify, and screen from punishment such as might be 
guilty even of murder in endeavoring to carry their oppressive 
edicts into execution; and by another act the dominion of 
Canada is to be so extended, modelled, and governed as that, 
by being disunited from us, detached from our interests, by 
civil as well as religious prejudices; that by their numbers 
daily swelling with Catholic emigrants from Europe, and 
by their devotion to an administration so friendly to their 
religion, they might become formidable to us, and on occasion 
be fit instruments, in the hands of power, to reduce the ancient 
free Protestant colonies to the same state of slavery with 
themselves 

This was evidently the object of the act; and in this view^ 
being extremely dangerous to our liberty and quiet, we can- 
not forbear complaining of it as hostile to British America. 
Superadded to these considerations we cannot help deploring 
the unhappy condition to which it has reduced the many 
English settlers who, encouraged by the royal proclamation 
promising the enjoyment of all their rights, have purchased 
estates in that country. They are now the subjects of an 
arbitrary government, deprived of trial by jury, and, when 
imprisoned, cannot claim the benefit of the habeas corpus act 
— that great bulwark and palladium of English liberty. Nor 
can we suppress our astonishment that a British Parliament 
should ever consent to establish in that country a religion 
that has deluged your island in blood and dispersed impiety, 
bigotry, persecution, murder, and rebellion through every 
part of the world. 

This being a true state of facts, let us beseech you to COD;- 
fiider to what, end they may lead. 
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Admit that the ministry, by the powers of Britain and the 
kiid of our Boman Oatholic neighbors, should be able to xsarry 
the point of taxation and reduce us to a state of perfect 
humiliation and slavery: such an enterprise would doubtless 
make some addition to your national debt, which already 
presses down your liberties and fills you with pensioners and 
placemen. We presume, also, that your commerce will some- 
what be diminished. However, suppose you should prove 
victorious, in what condition will you then be? What advan- 
tages or laurels will you reap from such a conquest? 

May not a ministry with the same armies enslave you? It 
may be said you will cease to pay them — but remember the 
taxes from America, the wealth, and, we may add, the men, 
and particularly the Roman Catholics of this vast continent, 
will then be in the power of your enemies; nor will you have 
any reason to expect that after making slaves of us many 
among us should refuse to assist in reducing you to the same 
abject state. 

Do not treat this as chimerical. Know that in less than 
half a century the quitrents reserved to the crown from the 
numberless grants of this vast continent wiU pour large 
streams of wealth into the royal coffers, and if to this be added 
the power of taxing America at pleasure, the crown will be 
rendered independent of you for supplies, and will possess 
more treasure than may be necessary to purchase the remains 
of Hberty in your island. In a word, take care that you do 
not fall into the pit that is preparing for us. 

We believe there is yet much virtue, much justice, and 
much public spirit in the English nation. To that justice we 
now appeal. Ton have been told that we are seditious, 
impatient of government, and desirous of independency. Be 
Assured that these are not f acts^ but calumnies. Permit 
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US to be as free as yourselves, and we shall ever esteem a 
union with you to be our greatest glory and our greatest 
happinees; we shall ever be ready to contribute all in our 
power to the welfare of the empire; we shall consider your 
enemies as our enemies and your interest as our own. 

But if you are determined that your ministers shall wan- 
tonly sport with the rights of mankind; if neither the voice 
of justice, the dictates of the law, the principles of the consti- 
tution, or the suggestions of humanity, can restrain your hands 
from shedding human blood in such an impious cause, we 
must then tell you that we will never submit to be hewers 
of wood or drawers of water for any ministry or nation in the 
world. 

Place us in the same situation that we were in at the close 
of the last war, and our former harmony will be restored. 

But lest the same supineness, and the same inattention to 
our conmion interest, which you have for several years shown, 
should continue, we think it prudent to anticipate the con- 
sequences. 

By the destruction of the trade of Boston the ministry have 
endeavored to induce submission to their measures. The like 
fate may befall us all. We will endeavor, therefore, to live 
without trade, and recur for subsistence to the fertility and 
bounty of our native soil, which will aflPord us all the neces- 
saries and some of the conveniences of life. We have sua- 
pended our importation from Great Britain and Ireland ; and, 
in less than a year's time, unless our grievances should be 
redressed, shall discontinue our eizports to those kingdoma and 
the West Indies. 

It is with the utmost regret, however, that we find ourselyes 
compelled, by the overruling principles of self-pi^eservation, 
to adopt measures detrimental in their consequences, to num- 
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bers of our fellow subjects in Great Britain and Ireland. But 
we hope that the magnanimity and justice of the British nation 
will furnish a Parliameoit of such wisdom, independence, and 
public spirit as may save the violated rights of the whole 
empire from the devices of wicked ministers and evil counsel- 
lors, whether in or out of office; and thereby restore that 
harmony, friendship, and fraternal affection between all the 
inhabitants of his Majesty's kingdoms and territories so 
ardently wished for by every true and honeBt American. 
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LfENRY GRATTAN was bora in 1746; his lather, a Protestant, wag lor 
^ *" many years Recorder of the CSty of Dublin, and for flye years its lepra- 
sentadve in the Irish Parliament His mother was a daughter of Thomas Mar- 
lay, Chief-Justice of Ireland. Both at school and at Trinity College, Dublin, 
which he entered in 1*763, young Grattan greatly distinguished himseil In 
1767 he began to keep his terms in the Middle Temple, London, and was called 
to the Irish bar in 1772. From the time that he left the university, he seems to 
have giyen his attention chiefly to politics and to the study of popular oratory. 
When in 1776 he entered the Irish Parliament, his powers were already under 
full command, and he became almost immediately the acknowledged leader of the 
Opposition. It was he more than any other man who secured the repeal of 
Poyning's Act, and the resultant independence of the Irish Parliament Before 
the rebellion of 1798 Grattan had retired to priyate life, but in 1800, though in 
feeble health, he re-entered the Irish Parliament for the special purpose of op- 
posing the motion for union with Great Britain. He exerted all his eloquence 
in condemnation of the measure. After the Union was effected, he withdrew 
a second time from public life, but in 1805 entered the English Parliament in 
order to render his assistance to tlie passing of the Catholic relief bill He 
continued to advocate the concession of political rights to Catholics up to his 
death, in 1820. It is thought that, as reganls subject matter, his speeches 
do not suffer from comparison even with those of Burke, while they are almost 
unequalled in respect of the inciaiye vigor and startling originality of the style. 



AGAINST ENGLISH IMPERIALISM 

DELIVERED IN THE IRISH PARLIAMENT. APRIL 19, 1760 

SIA, I have entreated an attendance on this day that 
jou might, in the most public manner, deny the 
claim of the British Parliament to make law for 
Ireland, and with one voice lift up your hands against it« 
If I had lived when the 9th of William took away 
the woollen manufacturei or when the 6th of George L 
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declared this country to be dependent and sabject to laws 
to be enacted by the Parliament of England, I should 
have made a covenant with my own conscience to seize 
the first moment of rescuing my country from the igno- 
miny of such acts of power; or, if I had a son, I should 
have administered io him an oath that he would consider 
himself a person separate and set apart for the discharger 
of so important a duty; upon the same principle I am 
now come to move a Declaration of Right, the first mo- 
ment occurring, since my time, in which such a declara- 
tion could be made with any chance of success, and with- 
out aggravation of oppression. 

Sir, it must appear to every person that, notwithstand- 
ing the import of sugar and export of woollens, the people 
of this country are not satisfied — something remains; the 
greater work is behind; the public heart is not well at 
ease. To promulgate our satisfaction; to stop the throats 
of millions with the votes of Parliament; to preach homi- 
lies to the volunteers; to utter invectives against the peo- 
ple, under pretence of affectionate advice, is an attempt, 
weak, suspicious, and inflammatory. 

You cannot dictate to those whose sense you are in- 
trusted to represent; your ancestors, who sat within these 
walls, lost to Ireland trade and liberty; you, by the assist- 
ance of the people, have recovered trade; you still owe 
the kingdom liberty; she calls upon you to restore it. 

The ground of public discontent seems to be: *'We 
have gotten commerce, but not freedom"; the same power 
which took away the export of woollens and the export 
of glass may take them away again; the repeal is par- 
tial, and the ground of repeal is upon a principle of 
expediencv. 



2786 AGAINST ENGLISH IMPERIALISM 

Sir, "expedient'' is a word of appropriated and tyran- 
nical import; "expedient" is an ill-omened word, selected 
to express the reservation of authority, while the exercise 
is mitigated; "expedient" is the ill-omened expression of 
the Repeal of the American Stamp Act. England thought 
it '^expedient" to repeal that law; happy had it been for 
mankind, if, when she withdrew the exercise, she had not 
reserved the right 1 To that reservation she owes the loss 
of her American empire, at the expense of millions, and 
America the seeking of liberty through a sea of blood- 
shed. The repeal of the Woollen Act, similarly circum- 
stanced, pointed against the principle of our liberty — a 
present relaxation, but tyranny in reserve— may be a sub- 
ject for illumination to a populace, or a pretence for apos- 
tasy to a courtier, but cannot be the subject of settled 
satisfaction to a freeborn, intelligent, and injured commu- 
nity. It is therefore they consider the free trade as a 

trade de facto, not de Jure; as a license to trade under 

• 

the Parliament of England, not a free trade under the 
charters of Ireland; — as a tribute to her strength to main- 
tain which she must continue in a state of armed prepara- 
tion, dreading the approach of a general peace, and attrib- 
uting all she holds dear to the calamitous condition of the 
British interest in every quarter of the globe. This dis- 
satisfaction, founded upon a consideration of the liberty 
we have lost, is increased when they consider the oppor- 
tunity they are losing; for if this nation, after the death 
wound given to her freedom, had fallen on her knees in 
anguish, and besought the Almighty to frame an occasion 
in which a weak and injured people might recover their 
rights, prayer could not have asked, nor God have fur- 
nished, a moment more opportune for the restoration of 
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liberty, than this, in which 1 have the honor to address 
you. 

England now smarts under the lesson of the American 
War; the doctrine of Imperial legislature she feels to be 
pernicious; the revenues and monopolies annexed to it 
she has found to be untenable; she lost the power to en- 
force it; her enemies are a host, pouring upon her from 
all quarters of the earth; her armies are dispersed; the 
sea is not hers; she has no minister, no ally, no admiral, 
none in whom she long confides, and no general whom 
she has not disgraced; the balance of her fate is in the 
hands of Ireland; you are not only her last connection, 
you are the only nation in Europe that is not her enemy. 
Besides, there does, of late, a certain damp and spurious 
supineness overcast her arms and councils, miraculous as 
that vigor which has lately inspirited yours — for with you 
everything is the reverse; never was there a Parliament 
in Ireland so possessed of the confidence of the people; 
you are the greatest political assembly now sitting in the 
world; you are at the head of an immense army; nor do 
we only possess an unconquerable force, but a certain 
unquenchable public fire, which has touched all ranks of 
men like a visitation. 

Turn to the growth and spring of your country, and 
behold and admire it; where do you find a nation who, 
upon whatever concerns the rights of mankind, expresses 
herself with more truth or force, perspicuity or justice? 
not the set phrase of scholastic men, not the tame unreality 
of court addresses, not the vulgar raving of a rabble, but 
the genuine speech of liberty, and the unsophisticated 
oratory of a free nation. 

See her militarj^' ardor, '^I^'i'essed, not only in forty 
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thousand men, conducted by instinct as they were raised 
by inspiration, but manifested in the zeal and promptitude 
of every young member of the growing community. Let 
corruption tremble; let the enemyi foreign or domestic, 
tremble; but let the friends of liberty rejoice at these 
means of safety and this hour of redemption. Yes; there 
does exist an enlightened sense of rights, a young appetite 
for freedom, a solid strength, and a rapid fire, which not 
only put a declaration of right within your power, but 
put it out of your power to decline one. Eighteen counties 
are at your bar; they stand there with the compact of 
Henry, with the charter of John, and with all the pas* 
sions of the people. ''Our lives are at your service, but 
our liberties — we received them from God; we will not 
resign them to man.** Speaking to you thus, if you re* 
pulse these petitioners, you abdicate the privileges of Par* 
liament, forfeit the rights of the kingdom, repudiate the 
instruction of your constitutents, bilge the sense of your 
country, palsy the enthusiasm of the people, and reject 
that good which not a minister, not a Lord North, not a 
Lord Buckinghamshire, not a Lord Hillsborough, but a cer- 
tain providential conjuncture, or, rather, the hand of Ood, 
seems to extend to you. Nor are we only prompted to 
this when we consider our strength; we are challenged 
to it when we look to Great Britain. The people of that 
country are now waiting to hear the Parliament of Ireland 
speak on the subject of their liberty ; it begins to be made 
a question in England whether the principal persons wish 
to be free; it was the delicacy of former Parliaments to 
be silent on the subject of commercial restrictions, last 
they should show a knowledge of the fact, and not a sense 
of the violation; you have spoken out^ you have shown 
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a knowledge of the fact, and not a sense of the violation. 
On the contrary, yoa have returned thanks for a partial 
repeal made on a principle of power; you have returned 
thanks as for a favor, and your exultation has brought 
your characters, as well as your spirit, into question, and 
tends to shake to her foundation your title to liberty ; thus 
you do not leave your rights where you found them. You 
have done too much not to do more; you have gone too 
far not to go on; you have brought yourselves into that 
situation in which you must silently abdicate the righto of 
your country, or publicly restore them. It is very true 
you may feed your manufacturers, and landed gentlemen 
may get their rents, and you may export woollen, and may 
load a vessel with baize, serges, and kerseys, and you 
may bring back again directly from the plantations sugar, 
indigo, speckle-wood, beetle-root, and panellas. But lib- 
erty, the foundation of trade, the charters of the land, the 
independency of Parliament, the securing, crowning, and 
the consummation of everything are yet to come. With- 
out them the work is imperfect, the foundation is wanting, 
ihe capital is wanting, trade is not free, Ireland is a colony 
without the benefit of a charter, and you are a provincial 
synod without the privileges of a Parliament. 

I read Lord North's proposition; I wish to be satisfied, 
but I am controlled by a paper — I will not call it a law — ^it 
is the 6th of Cheorge I. [The paper was read.] I will ask 
the gentlemen of the long robe: Is this th« law? I ask 
them whether it is not practice. I appeal to the judges 
of the land whether they are not in a course of declaring 
that the Parliament of Great Britain, naming Ireland, 
binds her. I appeal to the magistrates of justice whether 
they do not, from time to time, execute certain acts of the 
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British Parliament. I appeal to the officers of the army 
whether they do not fine, confine, and execute their fel- 
low-subjects by virtue of the Mutiny Act, an act of the 
British Parliament; and I appeal to this House whether a 
country so circumstanced is free. Where is the freedom 
of trade? Where is the security of property? Where is 
the liberty of the people? I here, in this Declamatory 
Act, see my country proclaimed a slave I I see every 
man in this House enrolled a slave I I see the judges of 
the realm, the oracles of the law, borne down by an un- 
authorized foreign power, by the authority of the British 
Parliament against the law I I see the magistrates pros- 
trate, and I see Parliament witness of these infringements, 
and silent — silent or employed to preach moderation to 
the people, whose liberties it will not restore 1 I therefore 
Bay, with the voice of three million people, that, notwith- 
standing the import of sugar, beetle-woo4, and panellas, 
and the export of woollens and kerseys, nothing is safe, 
satisfactory, or honorable, nothing except a declaration of 
right. What! are you, with three million men at your 
back, with charters in one hand and arms in the other, 
afraid to say you are a free people? Are you, the great- 
est House of Commons that ever sat in Ireland, that want 
but this one act to equal that English House of Commons 
that passed the Petition of Bight, or that other that passed 
the Declaration of Eight — are you afraid to tell that British 
Parliament you are a free people ? Are the cities and the 
instructing counties, who have breathed a spirit that would 
have done honor to old Bome when Bome did honor to 
mankind — are they to be free by connivance? Are the 
military associations, those bodies w'.ose origin, progress, 
and deportment have transcended, or equalled at least, 



GRATTAN 2791 

anything in modern or ancient story — h the vast line of 
the northern army — are they to be free by connivance? 
What man will settle among you? Where is the use of 
the Naturalization Bill? What man will settle among 
yon ? who will leave a land of liberty and a settled gov- 
ernment for a kingdom controlled by the Parliament of 
another country, whose liberty is a thing by stealth| 
whose trade a thing by permission, whose judges deny 
her charters, whose Parliament leaves everything at ran^ 
dom; where the chance of freedom depends upon the hope 
that the jury shall despise the judge stating a British act, 
or a rabble stop the magistrate executing it, rescue your 
abdicated privileges, and save the Constitution by tramp* 
ling on the Government — by anarchy and confusion 1 

But I shall be told that these are groundless jealousies, 
and that the people of the principal cities, and more than 
one-half of the counties of the kingdom, are misguided 
men, raising those groundless jealousies. Sir, let me be* 
come, on this occasion, the people's advocate, and your 
historian; the people of this country were possessed of a 
code of liberty similar to that of Oreat Britain, but lost 
it through the weakness of the kingdom and the pusil- 
lanimity of its leaders. Having lost our liberty by the 
usurpation of the British Parliament, no wonder we be- 
came a prey to her ministers; and they did plunder us 
with all the hands of all the harpies, for a series of years, 
in every shape of power, terrifying our people with the 
thunder of Great Britain, and bribing our leaders with 
the rapine of Ireland. The kingdom became a planta- 
tion; her Parliament, deprived of its privileges, fell into 
contempt; and, with the legislature, the law, the spirit of 
liberty, with her forms vanished. If a war broke out, as 
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in 1778, and an occasion occurred to restore liberty and 
iQStcain rapine, Parliament declined the opportunity; but 
with an active servility and trembling loyalty, gave and 
granted, without regard to the treasure we had left, or the 
rights we had lost If a partial reparation was made upon 
a principle of expediency, Parliament did not receive it 
with the tranquil dignity of an august assembly, but with 
the alacrity of slaves. 

The principal individuals, possessed of great property 
but no independence, corrupted by their extravagance, or 
enslaved by their following a species of English factor 
against an Irish people, more afraid of the people of Ire- 
land than the tyranny of England, proceeded to that ex- 
eess that they opposed every proposition to lessen pro- 
fusion, extend trade, or promote liberty; they did more, 
they supported a measure which, at one blow, put an 
end to all trade; they did more, they brought you to a 
condition wMch they themselves did unanimously ao- 
Jcnowledge a state of impending rain; they did this, 
talking as they are now talking, arguing against trade 
as they now argue against liberty, threatening the peo- 
ple of Ireland with the power of the British nation, and 
imploring them to rest satisfied with the ruins of their 
trade, as they now implore them to remain satisfied with 
the wreck of their Constitution. 

The people thus admonished^ starving in a land of 
plenty, the victim of two Parliaments, of one that atopped 
their trade, the other that fed on their Conatitution, in- 
habiting a country where industry was forbidden, or towns 
swarming with begging manufacturers, and being obliged to 
take into their own hands that part of government which 
oonaists in protecting the aubjecti Jiad joecoaise to two 
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measures, which, in their origin, progress, and conse* 
quenee, are the most extraordinary to be found in any 
age or in any country, namely, a commercial and military 
association. The consequence of these measures was in- 
stant; the enemy that hung on your shores departed, the 
Parliament asked for a free trade, and the British nation 
granted the trade, but withheld the freedom. The people 
of Ireland are, therefore, not satisfied; they ask for a Con- 
stitution; they have the authority of the wisest men in 
this House for what they now demand. What have these 
walls for this last century resounded? The usurpation of 
the British Parliament, and the interference of the Privy 
Council. Have we taught the people to complain, and do 
we now condemn their insatiability, because they desire 
us to remove such grievances, at a time in which nothing 
can oppose them, except the very men by whom these 
grievances were acknowledged? 

Sir, we may hope to dazzle with illumination, and we 
may sicken with addresses, but the public imagination 
win never rest, nor will her heart be well at ease — nevert 
so long as the Parliament of England exercises or claims 
a legislation over this country: so long as this shall be 
the case, that very free trade, otherwise a perpetual at* 
tachment, will be the cause of new discontent; it will 
create a pride to feel the indignity of bondage; it will 
furnish a strength to bite your chain, and the lil)erty 
withheld will poison the good communicated. 

The British Minister mistakes the Irish character: had 
he intended to make Ireland a slave, he should have k^ 
her a beggar; there m no middle policy; win her heart 
by the restoration of her right, or cut off the nation's 
right hand; greatly emancipate, or fundamentally destroy. 
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We may talk plausibly to EDgland, but so long as she 
exercises a power to bind this country, so long are the na- 
tions in a state of war; the claims of the one go against 
the liberty of the other, and the sentiments of the latter 
go to oppose these claims to the last drop of her blood. 
The English opposition, therefore, are right; mere trade 
will not satisfy Ireland — they judge of us by other great 
nations, by the nation whose political life has been a 
struggle for liberty; they judge of us with a true knowl- 
edge of, and just deference for, our character — that a coun- 
try enlightened as Ireland, chartered as Ireland, armed as 
Ireland, and injured as Ireland, will be satisfied with 
nothing less than liberty. 

I admire that public-spirited merchant [Alderman 
Horan] who spread consternation at the custom house, 
and, despising the example which great men afforded, de- 
termined to try the question, and tendered for entry what 
the British Parliament prohibits the subject to export, 
some articles of silk, and sought at his private risk the 
liberty of his country; with him I am convinced it is nec- 
essary to agitate the question of right. In vain will yon 
endeavor to keep it back; the passion is too natural, the 
sentiment is too irresistible; the question comes on of its 
own vitality I You must reinstate the laws I 

There is no objection to this resolution, except fears; 
I have examined your fears; I pronounce them to be 
frivolous. I might deny that the British nation was at- 
tached to the idea of binding Ireland; I might deny that 
England was a tyrant at heart; and I might call to wit- 
ness the odium of North and the popularity of Chatham, 
her support of Holland, her contributions to Corsica, and 
the charters communicated to Ireland; but ministers have 
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traduced England to debase Ireland; and politicianBy like 
priests, represent the power they serve as diabolioal, to 
possess with superstitious fears the victim whom they de« 
sign to plunder. If England is a tyrant, it is yoa who 
have made her so; it is the slave that makes the tyrant, 
and then murmurs at the master whom he himself has 
constituted. I do allow, on the subject of commerce, 
England was jealous in the extreme, and I do say it was 
commercial jealousy, it was the spirit of monopoly (the 
woollen trade and the act of navigation had made her 
tenacious of a comprehensive legislative authority), and 
having now ceded that monopoly, there is nothing ia 
the way of your liberty except your own corruption and 
pusillanimity; and nothing can prevent your being free 
except yourselves. It is not in the disposition of Eng- 
land; it is not in the interest of England; it is not in 
her arms. What! can 8,000,000 of Englishmen opposed 
to 20,000,000 of French, to 7,000,000 of Spanish, to 
8,000,000 of Americans, reject the alliance of 8,000,000 
in Ireland? Can 8,000,000 of British men, thus outnum- 
bered by foes, take upon their shoulders the expense of 
an expedition to enslave you ? Will Great Britain, a wise 
and magnanimous country, thus tutored by experience and 
wasted by war, the French navy riding her Channel, send 
an army to Ireland, to levy no tax, to enforce no law, to 
answer no end whatsoever, except to spoliate the charters 
of Ireland and enforce a barren oppression? What! has 
England lost thirteen provinces? has she reconciled her- 
self to this loss, and will she not be reconciled to the lib* 
erty of Ireland? Take notice that the very constitution 
which I move you to declare Great Britain herself offered 
to ^America; it is a very instructive proceeding in the 
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British history. In 1778 a commission went out, with. 
powers to cede to the thirteen provinces of America, to- 
tally and radically, the legislative authority claimed over 
her by the British Parliament, and the commissionerB, 
pursuant to their powers, did offer to all or any of the 
American States the total surrender of the legislative au- 
thority of the British Parliament I will read you their 
letter to the Congress. 

[Sere the letter woe readi^ 

What! has England offered this to the resistance of 
America, and will she refuse it to the loyalty of Ireland? 
Tour fears, then, are nothing but a habitual subjugation 
of mind; that subjugation of mind which made you, at 
first, tremble at every great measure of safety; which 
made the principal men among us conceive the commer- 
cial association would be a war; that fear, which made 
them imagine the military association had a tendency to 
treason ; which made them think a short money bill would 
be a public convulsion; and yet these measures have not 
only proved to be useful, but are held to be moderate, 
and the Parliament that adopted them, is praised, not for 
its unanimity only, but for its temper also. Tou now 
wonder that you submitted for so many years to the loss 
of the woollen trade and the deprivation of the glass trade; 
raised above your former abject state in commerce, you 
are ashamed at your past pusillanimity ; so when you have 
summoned a boldness which shall assert the liberties of 
your country — ^raised by the act, and reinvested, as you 
will be, in the glory of your ancient rights and privileges^ 
you will be surprised at yourselves, who have so long 
submitted to their violation. Moderation is but a relative 
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term; for nations, like men, are only safe in proportion 
to the spirit they put forth, and the proud contemplation 
with which they survey themselves. Conceive yourselves 
a plantation, ridden by an oppressive government, and 
everything you have done is but a fortunate frenzy; con- 
ceive yourselves to be what you are, a great, a growing, 
and a proud nation, and a declaration of right is no more 
than the safe exercise of your indubitable authority. 

But, though you do not hazard disturbance by agree- 
ing to this resolution, you do most exceedingly hazard 
tranquillity by rejecting it. Do not imagine that the ques- 
tion will be over when this motion shall be negatived. 
No; it will recur in a vast variety of shapes and diversity 
of places. Your constituents have instructed you in great 
numbers, with a powerful uniformity of sentiment, and 
in a style not the less awful because full of respect. They 
will find resources in their own virtue if they have found 
none in yours. Public pride and conscious liberty, wounded 
by repulse, will find ways and means of vindication. You 
are in that situation in which every man, every hour of the 
day, may shake the pillars of the State; every court may 
swarm with the question of right; every quay and wharf 
with prohibited goods; what shall the judges, what the 
commissioners, do upon this occasion ? Shall they comply 
with the laws of Ireland, and against the claims of E^g- 
land, and stand firm where you have capitulated? Shall 
they, on the other hand, not comply, and shall they persist 
to act against the law? Will you punish them if they do 
8o? Will you proceed against them for not showing a 
Bpirit superior to your own 7 On the other hand, will you 
not punish them ? Will you leave liberty to be trampled 
on by those men? Will you bring them and yourselvesi 
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all constituted orders, executive power, judicial power, and 
parliamentary authority, into a state of odium, impotence, 
and contempt; transferring the task of defending publio 
right into the hands of the populace, and leaving it to the 
judges to break the laws, and to the people to assert 
them? Such would be the consequence of false modera- 
tion, of irritating timidity, of inflammatory palliatives, of 
the weak and corrupt hope of compromising with the 
court before you have emancipated the country. 

I have answered the only semblance of a solid reason 
against the motion ; I will remove some of lesser pretences, 
some minor impediments: for instance, first, that we have 
a resolution of the same kind already on our journals, it 
will be said: But how often was the great charter con- 
firmed? Not more frequently than your rights have been 
violated. Is one solitary resolution, declaratory of your 
right, sufficient for a country, whose history, from the 
beginning unto the end, has been a course of violation? 
The fact is, every new breach is a reason for a new repair; 
every new infringement should be a new declaration, lest 
charters should be overwhelmed with precedents to their 
prejudice, a nation's right obliterated, and the people 
themselves lose the memory of their own freedom. 

I shall hear of ingratitude; I name the argument to 
despise it and the men who make use of it; I know the 
men who use it are not grateful, they are insatiate; they 
are public extortioners, who would stop the tide of public 
prosperity and turn it to the channel of their own emola* 
ment; I know of no species of gratitude which should 
prevent my country from being free, no gratitude which 
should oblige Ireland to be the slave of England. In 
cases of robbery and usurpation, nothing is an object of 
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gratitude except the thing stolen, the charter spoliated. 
A nation's liberty cannot, like her treasures, be meted 
and parcelled out in gratitude; no man can be grateful or 
liberal of his conscience, nor woman of her honor, nor 
nation of her liberty; there are certain unimpartable, in- 
herent, invaluable properties, not to be alienated from the 
person, whether body politic or body natural. With the 
same contempt do I treat that charge which says that 
Ireland is insatiable; saying that Ireland asks nothing but 
that which Great Britain has robbed her of, her rights 
and privileges; to say that Ireland will not be satisfied 
with liberty, because she is not satisfied with slavery, is 
folly. I laugh at that man who supposes that Ireland will 
not be content with a free trade and a free constitution; 
and would any man advise her to be content with less? 

I shall be told that we hazard the modification of the 
Law of Foynings and the Judges' Bill, and the Habeas 
Corpus Bill, and the Nullum Tempus Bill; but I ask you, 
have you been for years begging for these little things, 
and have not you yet been able to obtain them? And 
have you been contending against a little body of eighty 
men in Privy Council assembled, convocating themselves 
into the image of a parliament, and ministering your high 
ofiice? And have you been contending against one man, 
a humble individual, to you a Leviathan — the English 
Attorney-General — who advises in the case of Irish bills, 
and exercises legislation in his own person, and makes 
your parliamentary deliberations a blank by altering your 
bills or suppressing them ? And have you not yet been able 
to conquer this little monster? Do you wish to know the 
reason ? I will tell you : because you have not been a par- 
liament, nor your country a people! Do you wish to know 
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the remedy ? — ^be a parliament, become a nation, and these 
things will follow in the train of your coDJsequencel I 
shall be told that titles are shaken, being rested by force 
of English acts ; but in answer to that, 1 observOi time maj 
be a title, acquiescence a title, forfeiture a title, but an 
English act of Parliament certainly cannot; it is an au- 
thority, which, if a judge would charge, no jury would 
find, and which all the electors in Ireland have already 
disclaimed unequivocally, cordially, and universally. Sir, 
this is a good argument for an act of title, but no argu* 
ment against a declaration of right. My friend who sits 
above me [Mr. Yelverton] has a Bill of Confirmation; we 
do not come unprepared to Parliament. I am not come 
to shake property, but to confirm property and restore 
freedom. The nation begins to form; we are molding into 
a people; freedom asserted, property secured, and the army 
(a mercenary band) likely to be restrained by law. Never 
was such a revolution accomplished in so short a time, and 
with such public tranquillity. In what situation would 
those men who call themselves friends of constitution and 
of government have left you? They would have left you 
without a title, as they state it, to your estates — without 
an assertion of your Constitution, or a law for your army; 
and this state of unexampled private and public insecurity, 
this anarchy raging in the kingdom for eighteen months, 
these mock moderators would have had the presumption 
to call * 'peace. " 

I shall be told that the judges will not be swayed by 
the resolution of this House. Sir, that the judges will not 
be borne down by the resolutions cd Parliament, not 
founded in law, I Am willing to believA; 'but the resolu* 
tions of this House, founded in law,, they will reject most 
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exceedingly. I shall always rejoice at the independent 
spirit of the distributers of the law, but must lament 
that hitherto they have given no such symptom. The 
judges of the British nation, when they adjudicated against 
the laws of that country, pleaded precedent and the pros- 
tration and profligacy of a long tribe of subservient prede- 
cessors, and were punished. The judges of Ireland if they 
should be called upon, and should plead sad necessity, the 
thraldom of the times, and, above all, the silent fears of 
Parliament, they, no doubt, will be excused: but when 
your declarations shall have protected them from their 
fears; when you shall have emboldened the judges to de- 
clare the law according to the charter, I make no doubt 
they will do their duty; and your resolution, not making 
a new law, but giving new life to the old ones, will be 
secretly felt and inwardly acknowledged, and there will 
not be a judge who will not perceive, to the innermost 
recess of his tribunal, the truth of your charters and the 
vigor of your justice. 

The same laws, the same charters, communicate to both 
kingdoms. Great Britain and Ireland, the same rights and 
privileges; and one privilege above them all is that com* 
municated by Magna Oharta, by the 25th of Edward III., 
and by a multitude of other statutes, '*not to be bound by 
any act except made with the archbishops, bishops, earls, 
barons, and freemen of the commonalty," namely, of the 
Parliament of the realm. On this right of exclusive legis- 
lation are founded the Petition of Bight, Bill of Bights, 
Bevolution, and Act of Settlement. The king has no 
other title to his orown than that which you have to 
your liberty; both are founded, the throne and your 
freedom, upon the right vested in the subject to resist 
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by arms, notwithstanding the oaths of allegiance, any 
authority attempting to impose acts of power as laws, 
whether that authority be one man or a host, the second 
James, or the British Parliament! 

Every argument for the house of Hanover is equally an 
argument for the liberties of Ireland; the Act of Settlement 
is an act of rebellion, or the declaratory statute of the 6th 
of Greorge I. an act of usurpation ; for both cannot be law. 

1 do not refer to doubtful history, but to living record; 
to common charters ; to the interpretation England has put 
upon these charters — an interpretation not made by words 
only, but crowned by arms; to the revolution she had 
formed upon them, to the king she has deposed, and to 
the king she has established; and, above all, to the oath 
of allegiance solemnly plighted to the house of Stuart, 
and afterward set aside, in the instance of a grave and 
moral people absolved by virtue of these very charters. 

And as anything less than liberty is inadequate to Ire- 
land, so is it dangerous to Great Britain. We are too near 
the British nation, we are too conversant with her history, 
we are too much fired by her example, to be anything less 
than her equal; anything less, we should be her bitterest 
enemies — an enemy to that power which smote us with 
her mace, and to that Constitution from whose blessings 
we were excluded: to be ground as we have been by the 
British nation, bound by her Parliament, plundered by 
her crown, threatened by her enemies, insulted with her 
protection, while we return thanks for her condescension, 
is a system of meanness and misery which has expired in 
our determination, as I hope it has in her magnanimity. 

There is no policy left for Great Britain but to cherish 
the remains of her empire, and do justice to a country who 
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is determined to do Justice to herself, certain that she gives 
nothing equal to what she received from us when we gave 
her Ireland. 

With regard to this country, England must resort to 
the free principles of government, and must forego that 
legislative power which she has exercised to do mischief 
to herself; she must go back to freedom, which, as it is 
the foundation of her Constitution, so it is the main pillar 
of her empire; it is not merely the connection of the 
crown, it is a constitutional annexation, an alliance of 
liberty, which is the true meaning and mystery of the 
sisterhood, and will make both countries one arm and 
one soul, replenishing from time to time, in their im- 
mortal connection, the vital spirit of law and liberty 
from the lamp of each other's light. Thus combined 
by the ties of common interest, equal trade, and equal 
liberty, the constitution of both countries may become 
immortal, a new and milder empire may arise from the 
errors of the old, and the British nation assume once 
more her natural station — the head of mankind. 

That there are precedents against us I allow — acts of 
power I would call them, not precedents; and I answer 
the English pleading such precedents, as they answered 
their kings when they urged precedents against the lib- 
erty of England: Such things are the weakness of the 
times; the tyranny of one side, the feebleness of the 
other, the law of neither; we will not be bound by them; 
or, rather, in the words of the Declaration of Eight: **No 
doing judgment, proceeding, or anywise to the contrary, 
shall be brought into precedent or example.'* Do not, 
then, tolerate a power — the power of the British Parlia- 
ment over this land, which has no foundation in utility 
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or necessity, or empire, or the laws of England, or tha 
laws of Ireland, or the laws of nature, or the laws of 
God — do not suffer it to have a duration in your mind. 

Do not tolerate that power which blasted you for a 
century, that power which shattered your loom, banished 
your manufacturers, dishonored your peerage, and stopped 
the growth of your people; do not, I say, be bribed by aa 
export of woollen, or an import of sugar, and permit that 
power which has thus withered the land to remain in yoor 
country and have existence in your pusillanimity. 

Do not suffer the arrogance of England to imagine a sur* 
viying hope in the fears of Ireland ; do not send the people 
to their own resolves for liberty, passing by the tribunals 
of justice and the high court of Parliament; .neither im* 
agine that, by any formation of apology, you can palliate 
such a commission to your hearts, still less to your chil* 
dren, who will sting you with their curses in your grave 
for having interposed between them and their Maker, rob- 
bing them of an immense occasion, and losing an oppor- 
tunity which you did not create, and can never restore. 

Hereafter, when these things shall be history, your age 
of thraldom and poverty, your sudden resurrection, com- 
mercial redress, and miraculous armament, shall the his- 
torian stop at liberty, and observe — that here the principal 
men among us fell into mimic trances of gratitude— they 
were awed by a weak ministry, and bribed by an empty 
treasury — and when liberty was within their grasp, and 
the temple opened her folding doors, and the arms of the 
people clanged) and the zeal of the nation urged and en- 
couraged them on, that they fell down, and were prosti- 
tuted at the threshold 7 

I mighty as a constituent, come to your bar, and de- 
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mand my liberty. I do call upon you, by the laws of 
the land and their violation, by the instruction of eigh- 
teen counties, by the arms, inspiration, and providence of 
the present moment, tell us the rule by which we shall 
go— assert the law of Ireland — declare the liberty of 
the land. 

I will not be answered by a public lie, in the shape 
of an amendment; neither, speaking for the subject's 
freedom, am I to hear of faction. I wish for nothing 
but to breathe, in this our island, in common with my 
fellow-subjects, the air of liberty. I have no ambition, 
unless it be the ambition to break your chain and con- 
template your glory. I never will be Batiafled so long as 
the meanest cottager in Ireland has a link of the British 
chain clanking to his rags; he may be naked, he shall not 
be in iron; and I do see the time is at hand, the spirit is 
gone forth, the declaration is planted; and though great 
men shall apostatize, yet the cause will live; and though 
the public speaker should die, yet the immortal fire shall 
outlast the oigan which conveyed it, and the breath of 
liberty, like the word of the holy man, will not die with 
4he prophet, bat sorvive him. 
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SPEECH AGAINST CORRY 

DELIVERED IN THE IRISH PARLIAMENT. FEBRUARY 14. 

HAS the gentleman done ? Has he completely done ? 
He was unparliamentary from the beginning to the 
end of his speech. There was scarce a word he 
uttered that was not a violation of the privileges of the 
House; but I did not call him to order — why? because 
the limited talents of some men render it impossible for 
them to be severe without being unparliamentary. But 
before I sit down, I shall show him how to be severe and 
parliamentary at the same time. On any other occasion I 
should think myself justifiable in treating with silent con- 
tempt anything which might fall from that honorable 
member; but there are times when the insignificance of 
the accuser is lost in the magnitude of the accusation. I 
know the difficulty the honorable gentleman labored under 
when he attacked me, conscious that, on a comparative view 
of our characters, public and private, there is nothing he 
could say which would injure me. The public would not 
believe the charge. I despise the falsehood. If such a 
charge were made by an honest man, I would answer it in 
the manner I shall do before I sit down. But I shall first 
reply to it when not made by an honest man. 

The right honorable gentleman has called me *^an un- 
impeached traitor." I ask, why not ** traitor," unquali- 
fied by any epithet? I will tell him; it was because he 
dare not. It was the act of a coward, who raises his arm 
to strike, but has not courage to give the blow. I ^ill not 
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call him villain, because it would be unparliamentary, and 
he is a privy counsellor. I will not call him fool, because 
he happens to be Chancellor of the Exchequer. But 1 say 
he is one who has abused the privilege of Parliament and 
freedom of debate to the uttering language, which, if spoken 
out of the House, I should answer only with a blow. I care 
not how high his situation, how low his character, how 
contemptible his speech; whether a privy counsellor or a 
parasite, my answer would be a blow. He has charged 
me with being connected with the rebels: the charge ia 
utterly, totally, and meanly false. Does the honorable 
gentleman rely on the report of the Bouse of Lords for 
the foundation of his assertion? If he does, I can prove 
to the committee there was a physical impossibility of that 
report being true. But I scorn to answer any man for my 
conduct, whether he be a political coxcomb, or whether he 
brought himself into power by a false glare of courage or 
not. I scorn to answer any wizard of the Castle throwing 
himself into fantastical airs. But if an honorable and in- 
dependent man were to make a charge against me, I would 
say: **You charge me with having an intercourse with the 
rebels, and you found your charge upon what is said to 
have appeared before a committee of the Lords. Sir, the 
report of that committee is totally and egregiously irregu- 
lar." I will read a letter from Mr. Nelson, who had been 
examined before that committee; it states that what the 
report represents him as having spoken, is not what he 
said. 

From the situation that I held, and from the connec- 
tions I had in the city of Dublin, it was necessary for me 
to hold intercourse with various descriptions of persons. 
The right honorable member might as well have beea 
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chained with a participation in the guilt of tiiose traitors; 
for he had communicated with some of those very persona 
on the subject of parliamentary reform. The Irish gov- 
ernment, too, were in communication with some of them. 

The right honorable member has told me I deserted a 
profession where wealth and station were the reward of 
industry and talent. If I mistake not, that gentleman 
endeavored to obtain those rewards by the same means; 
but he soon deserted the occupation of a barrister for those 
of a parasite and pander. He fled from the labor of study 
to flatter at the table of the great. He found the lord's 
parlor a better sphere for his exertions than the hall of 
the Four Courts; the house of a great man a more con- 
venient way to power and place; and that it was easier 
for a statesman of middling talents to sell his friends 
than for a lawyer of no talents to sell his clients. 

For myself, whatever corporate or other bodies have 
said or done to me, I from the bottom of my heart for- 
give them. I feel I have done too much for my country 
to be vexed at them. I would rather that they should 
not feel or acknowledge what I have done for them, and 
call me traitor, than have reason to say I sold them. I 
will always defend myself against the assassin; but with 
large bodies it is different. To the people I will bow: 
they may be my enemy — I never shall be theirs. 

At the emancipation of Ireland, in 1782, I took a lead- 
ing part in the foundation of that Constitution which is 
now endeavored to be destroyed. Of that Constitution I 
was the author; in that Constitution I glory; and for 
it the honorable gentleman should bestow praise, not in- 
vent calumny. Notwithstanding my weak state of body, 
I come to give my last testimony against this Union, so 
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fatal to the liberties and interests of my country. 1 come 
to make common cause with these honorable and virtuous 
gentlemen around me; to try and save the Constitution; 
or if not to save the Constitution, at least to save our 
characters, and remove from our graves the foul disgrace 
of standing apart while a deadly blow is aimed at the 
independence of our country. 

The right honorable gentleman says I fled from the 
country after exciting rebellion, and that I have returned 
to raise another. No such thing. The charge is false. 
The civil war had not commenced when I left the king- 
dom; and I could not have returned without taking a 
part. On the one side there was the camp of the rebel; 
on the other, the camp of the minister, a greater traitor 
than that rebel. The stronghold of the Constitution was 
nowhere to be found. I agree that the rebel who rose 
against the government should have suffered; but I 
missed on the scaffold the right honorable gentleman. 
Two desperate parties were in arms against the Consti- 
tution. The right honorable gentleman belonged to one 
of those parties, and deserved death. I could not join the 
rebel — I could not join the government — I could not join 
torture — I could not join half-hanging — I could not join 
free quarter — I could take part with neither. I was there- 
fore absent from a scene where I could not be active 
without self-reproach, nor indifferent with safety. 

Many honorable gentlemen thought differently from 
me; I respect their opinions, but I keep my own; and 
I think now, as I thought then, that the treason of the 
minister against the liberties of the people was infi- 
nitely worse than the rebellion of the people against 
the minister. 
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I have returned, not as the right honorable member 
has said, to raise another storm; I have returned to dis- 
charge an honorable debt of gratitude to my country, that 
conferred a great reward for past services, which, I am 
proud to say, was not greater than my 'desert. I have 
returned to protect that Constitution, of which I was the 
parent and the founder, from the assassination of such 
men as the honorable gentleman and his unworthy asso- 
ciates. They are corrupt; they are seditious; and they, 
at this very moment, are in a conspiracy against their 
country. I have returned to refute a libel as false as it 
is malicious, given to the public under the appellation 
of a report of a committee of the Lords. Here I stand 
ready for impeachment or trial; I dare accusation. I 
defy the honorable gentleman; I defy the government; 
I defy their whole phalanx; let them come forth. I tell 
the ministers I will neither give them quarter nor take 
it. I am here to lay the shattered remains of my consti- 
tution on the floor of this House in defence of the 
liberties of my country. 
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UNSURRENDERING FIDELITY TO COUNTRY 

SPEECH AGAINST UNION WITH ENGLAND, MAY a6. x8oo 

WHEN the liberty and security of one country de- 
pend on the honor of another, the latter may 
have much honor, but the former can have 
no liberty. To depend on the honor of another country 
is to depend on the will; and to depend on the will of 
another country is the definition of slavery. "Depend on 
my honor," said Charles I., when he trifled about the 
Petition of Eight. I will trust the people with the custody 
of their own liberty, but I will trust no people with the 
custody of any liberty other than their own, whether that 
people be Eome, Athens, or Britain. 

Observe how the Minister speaks of that country which 
is to depend hereafter on British honor, which, in his 
present power, is, in fact, his honor. '*We had to contend 
with the leaders of the Protestants, 'enemies to govern- 
ment'; the violent and inflamed spirit of the Catholics; 
the disappointed ambition of those who would ruin the 
country because they could not be the rulers of it." Be- 
hold the character he gives of the enemies of the Union, 
namely, of twenty-one counties convened at public meet- 
ings by due notice; of several other counties that have 
petitioned; of most of the great cities and towns, or, in- 
deed, of almost all the Irish, save a very few mistaken 
men, and that body whom government could influence. 
Thus the Minister utters a national proscription at the 
moment of his projected Union; he exclud-^ by palsonal 
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abuse from the possibility of identification, all the enemies 
of the Union, all the friends of the parliamentary Consti- 
tution of 1782, that great body of the Irish; he abases 
them with a petulanoe more befitting one of his Irish 
ministers than an exalted character, and infinitely more 
disgraceful to himself than to them; one would think one 
of his Irish railers had lent him his vulgar clarion to bra^r 
at the people. 

This union of parliaments, this proscription of people, 
he follows by a declaration wherein he misrepresents their 
sentiments as he had before traduced their reputation. 
After a calm and mature consideration, the people have 
pronounced their judgment in favor of a Union; of which 
assertion not one single syllable has any existence in fact, 
or in the appearance of fact, and I appeal to the petitions 
of twenty -one counties publicly convened, and to the other 
petitions of other counties numerously signed, and to those 
of the great towns and cities. To affirm that the judgment 
of a nation is erroneous may mortify, but to affirm that 
her judgment against is for; to assert that she has said aye 
when she has pronounced no; to afEect to refer a great 
question to the people; finding the sense of the people, 
like that of the Parliament, against the question, to force 
the question; to affirm the sense of the people to be for 
the question; to affijrm that the question is persisted in 
because the sense of the people is for it; to make the 
falsification of her sentiments the foundation of her ruin 
and the ground of the Union; to affirm that her Parlia- 
ment, Constitution, liberty, honor, property, are taken . 
away by her own authority; there is, in such artifice, an 
effrontery, a hardihood, an insensibility, that can best be 
Answered by sensations of astonishment and disgust, excited ' 
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on this occasion by the British Minister, whether he speaks 
in gross and total ignorance of the irathi or in shameless 
and supreme contempt for it. 

The Constitution may be for a time so lost; the char- 
acter of the country cannot be lost. The ministers of the 
Crown will, or may, perhaps at length, find that it is not 
so easy to put down forever an ancient and respectable 
nation, by abilities, however great, and by power and by 
corruption, however irresistible; liberty may repair her 
golden beams, and with redoubled heat animate the coun- 
try; the cry of loyalty will not long continue against the 
principles of liberty; loyalty is a noble, a judicious, and 
a capacious principle; but in these countries loyalty, dis- 
tinct from liberty, is corruption, not loyalty. 

The cry of the connection will not, in the end, avail 
against the principles of liberty. Connection is a wise 
and a profound policy; but connection without an Irish 
Parliament is connection without its own principle, with- 
out analogy of condition, without the pride of honor that 
should attend it; is innovation, is peril, is subjugation — 
not connection. 

The cry of disaffection will not, in the end, avail against 
the principles of liberty. 

Identification is a solid and imperial maxim, necessary 
for the preservation of freedom, necessary for that of em- 
pire; but without union of hearts, with a separate govern- 
ment and without a separate parliament, identification is 
extinction, is dishonor, is conquest — not identification. 

Yet I do not give up the country: I see her in a swoon, 
but she is not dead; though in her tomb she lies helpless 
and motionless, still there is on her lips a spirit of life, 
and on her cheek a glow of beauty — 
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**Thou art not conquered ; beauty's ensign jet 
Is crimson in thj lips and in thj cheeks, 
And death'ft pale flag is not advanced there.*' 

While a plank of the vessel sticks together, I will not 
leave her. Let the courtier present his flimsy sail, and 
carry the light bark of his faith with every new breath 
of wind: I will remain anchored here with fidelity to the 
fortunes of my countryi faithful to her freedom, faithful 
to her falL 
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ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON, a noted American jurist, the son of a New 
York Judge of the supreme court, was bom at New York city, 
November 27, 1746. His education was obtained at King's College, now 
Columbia University, and he was admitted to the bar in 1773. He met 
with success in the practice of his profession and was appointed recorder 
of his native city by the royal governor, but was removed from office in 
1775 on account of his affiliations with the patriotic party. Livingston was 
a member of the Continental Congress and was one of the committee 
appointed to draw up a constitution for the State of New York, becoming 
under its provisions the first chancellor of the State and holding office 
until 1801. Throughout the Revolutionary epoch he was constantly active 
in the patriotic cause and as chancellor administered the oath of office 
to Washington at his inauguration in 1789. He filled the post of minister 
to France, 1801-04, and was instrumental during that period in securing 
Louisiana to the Union. Bonaparte was on the most friendly terms with 
him, and on Livingston's return to America the Consul presented him 
with a gorgeous snuff-box on which was a miniature portrait of the 
great Corsican painted by Isabey. While in Paris Livingston met Fulton, 
the inventor, and was his assistant in several experiments for the promo- 
tion of steam navigation. The chancellor, upon his return home, did much 
to further agricultural interests, and was one of the first to introduce 
merino sheep into the United States. In 1809 he published " Essays on 
Agriculture " and a valuable " Essay on Sheep." His death occurred at 
Chantilly, New York, February 26, 1813. 



ORATION BEFORE THE CINCINNATI 

DELIVERED AT THE CITY HALL, NEW YORK, JULY 4, 1787 

1 COULD have wished, gentlemen, that the task I am now 
about to perform had been assigned to some abler 
speaker; and in that view I long since tendered my 
apology for declining it and hoped till lately that it had been 
accepted. Disappointed in this hope, and unwilling to treat 
any mark of your favor with neglect, I determined to obey 
your commands, although I was satisfied that in the execu- 
tion of them I should not answer your expectations. There 

is a style of eloquence adapted to occasions of this kind, to 

(2815) 
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wUch I feel myself unequal; a style wMch requires tlie glo>^ 
ing imaginatioii of younger speakerSy who^ coming recently 
from the schools of rhetoric, know how to dress their senti- 
ments in all its flowery ornaments. The turbulence of the 
times since I first entered upon public life, and the necessilT: 
they imposed upon those who engaged in them of attending 
rather to things than words, will, I fear, render me, if not a 
useless, at least an unpolished speaker. 

If the mind dwells with pleasure on interesting events; if 
the soul pants to emulate the noble deeds it contemplates; if 
virtue derives new force from the successful struggles of the 
virtuous, it is wise to set apart certain seasons when, freed 
from meaner cares, we commemorate events which have 
contributed to the happiness of mankind or afiord examples 
worthy their imitation. What are we this day called upon to 
commemorate? Some signal victory in which the victor 
weeps the loss of friends and humanity mourns over the 
graves of the vanquished} 'The birth of some prince whom 
force, fraud, or accident has entitled to a throne? Or even 
that of some patriot who has raised the reputation and 
defended the rights of his country? No^ gentlemen, a nobler 
subject than the splendor of victories or the birth of princes 
demands our attention. We are called upon to commemorate 
the successful battles of freedom and the birth of nations. 

It may be expected, and indeed I believe it is usual on sucE 
occasions, that I should tread the steps we have taken from 
the dawn of oppression to the bright sunshine o£ inde- 
pendence; that I should celebrate the praise of patriots who 
have been actors in the glorious scene; and more particularly 
that I should lead you to the shrines of those th^t have offered 
up their lives in support of their principles and sealed with 
their blood your charters of freedom. 



BEFORE THE CINCINNATI 



2817 



Had I no other object in view than to amuse you and 
indulge my own feelings I should take this path. For what 
task more delightful than to contemplate the successful strug- 
gles of virtue; to see it at one moment panting under the 
grasp of oppression and rising in the next with renewed 
strength; as if, like the giant son of earth, she had acquired 
vigor from the fall; to see hope and disapi)ointment, plenty 
end want, defeats and victories, following each other in rapid 
Buccession, and contributing, like light and shade, to the 
embellishment of the piece! 

What more soothing to the soft and delicate emotions of 
humanity than to wander with folded arms and slow and 
pensive step amidst the graves of departed heroes, to indulge 
the mingled emotions of grief and admiration; at one moment 
giving way to private sorrow and lamenting the loss of a 
friend, a relation, a brother; in the next glowing with patriot 
warmth, gazing with ardor on their wounds and invoking 
their spirits while we ask of heaven to inspire us with equal 
fortitude! But, however pleasing this task, the desire of 
being useful impels me, at this interesting moment) to forego 
this pleasure; to call you from this tender scene; to remind 
you that you are the citizens of a free state; to bid you rejoice 
with Roman pride that those you love have done their duty; 
to exhort you to crown the glorious work they have begun; 
for, alas! my friends, though they have nobly performed the 
part assigned them, the work is still unfinished and much 
remains for us to do. It may not, therefore, be improper, 
amidst the congratulations I make you on this day — this day, 
distinguished in the annak of fame for the triumph of free- 
dom and the birth of nations — to inquire how far it has been 
productive of the advantages we might reasonably ha^e 
expected; and where they have fallen short of our expectation*. 



2818 



LIVINGSTON 



To investigate the causes that have conduced to our disap- 
pointment; two objects demand our attention, — our internal 
and federal governments: either, to thooo who are disposed to 
view only the gloomy side of the picture, will afford sufficient 
matter for censure and too much cause of uneasiness. Many 
desponding spirits, misled by their reflections, have ceased to 
rejoice in independenoe and to doubt whether it is to be 
considered as a blessing. God forbid that there should be 
any such among us. For whatever may be the pressure of 
our present evils, they vrill cease to operate when we resolve 
to remove them; the remedy is within our reach, ani I have 
sufficient confidence in our fortitude to hope that it vdll be 
applied. 

Let those, however, who know not the value of our present 
situation contrast it with the state of servitude to which we 
should have been reduced had we patiently submitted to the 
yoke of Britain. She had long since seen our case with envy 
and our strength with jealousy. Loaded with debt, she 
wished to share that affluence which she attributed to her 
protection rather than to our industry. Tenacious of her 
supposed supremacy, she could not be indifferent to those 
increasing numbers which threatened its subversion. Avarice 
and timidity concurred in framing a system of despotism 
which, but for our resistance, would have reduced us to the 
vilest subjection. Having resisted, accommodation was vain; 
pretences would not have been wanting to ruin those that 
had been active in opposition. Disputes among ourselvefii 
would have been encouraged, and advantages derived from 
our disunion would have enabled her ultimately to attain her 
object. No alternative was left but independence or abject 
submission. We have chosen as became a vrise and geaieroufl 
people. Let slaves or cowards disapprove the choice. 
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Our constitutions are formed to insure the happiness of 
a virtuous nation. They guard against the tumult and con- 
fusion of unwieldy popular assemblies, while they yield to 
every citizen his due share of power. They preserve the 
administration of justice pure and unbiassed, by the inde- 
pendence of the judges. They prevent abuses in the execu- 
tion of the laws by committing the care of enforcing them 
to magistrates who have no share in making nor voice in 
expounding them. 

In these circumstances they excel the boasted models of 
Greece or Rome, and those of all other nations, in having 
precisely marked out the power of the government and the 
rights of the people. With us the law is written: no party 
can justify their errors under former abuses or doubtful pre- 
cedents. With these constitutions, I shall be asked how it 
has happened that the evils hinted at continue to exist. I 
shall endeavor to answer this inquiry, since my object in treat- 
ing of this subject is to impress upon you the obligations we 
are under as citizens, as men whose past services entitle us to 
some weight in the community, zealously to unite in pro- 
moting a constitutional reform of every abuse that affects 
the government. 

Our constitutions being purely democratic, the people are 
sovereign and absolute. The faults of absolute governments 
are to be charged to the sovereign: in ours they must bo 
traced back to the people. 

If our executive has sufficient energy, if the judicial ia 
competent to the administration of justice, if our legislative 
is so formed as that no law can pass without due deliberation, 
all the ends of government are answered so far as they depend 
upon the constitution. If still it falls short of expectation, 
the evils must be sought in the administration: and since evei^; 
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person concerned in that is either mediately or immediately 
choeen by the people they may change it at pleasure. 

What can be devised more perfect than that constitution 
which puts in the power of those who experience the effects 
of a maladministration to prevent their continuance; not by 
mad, tumultuous, and irregular acts, as in the ancient repub- 
lics, but by such as are cool, deliberate, and constitutional? 
If they still exist, they must be charged to the negligence of 
the people, who, after violent agitation, have sunk into such a 
state of torpor and indifference with respect to government 
as to be careless into what hands they trust their dearest 
rights. 

When we choose an agent to manage our private affairs, 
an executor to distribute our estate, we are solicitous about 
the integrity and abilities of those we entrust: we consult our 
friends: we make the choice after due deliberation. Is it not 
astonishing that when we are to elect men whose power 
extends to our liberty, our property, and our lives we should 
be so totally indifferent that not one in ten of us tenders his 
vote? 

Can it be thought that an enlightened people believe the 
science of government level to the meanest capacity — ^that ex- 
perience, application, and education are unnecessary to those 
who are to frame laws for the government of the state? And 
yet, are instances wanting in which theae have been proscribed 
and their place supplied by those insidious arts which have 
rendered them suspected? Are past services the passport 
to future honors? Or have you yourselves, gentlemen^ 
escaped the general obloquy? Are you not calumniated by 
those you deem unworthy of your society? Are you not even 
shunned by some who should wear with pride and pleasure 
this badge of former services? 
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You hare learned in the school of adyeieity to appreciate 
characters. Ton are not formed, whoever may direct, to 
promote measures you dieapproye. Men used to command 
and to obey are sensible of the value of government and will 
not consent to its debasement. Your services entitle you to 
the respect and favor of a grateful people. Envy and the 
ambition of the unworthy concur to rob you of the rank you 
merit. 

To these causes we owe the cloud that obscures our internal 
governments. But let us not despair: the sun of science is 
beginning to rise; and, as new light breaks in upon the minds 
of our fellow citizens, that cloud will be dispelled. 

Having observed that our internal constitutions are ade- 
quate to the purposes for which they were formed, and that 
the inconveniences we haTc some time felt under them were 
imputable to causes which it was in our power to remove, I 
might perhaps add that the continuance of those evUa is a 
proof of the happiness these governments impart; since, had 
they not been more than balanced by advantages, they would 
have pressed with such weight as to have compelled the 
people to apply the remedy the constitution affords. 

But when I turn my eyes to the other great object of a 
patriot's attention, our federal government, I confess to you, 
my friends, I sicken at the sight. Nothing presents itself 
to my view but a nerveless council, united by imaginary ties, 
brooding over ideal decrees which caprice or fancy is at 
pleasure to annul or execute! I see trade languish; public 
credit expire; and that glory which is not less necessary to 
the prosperity of a nation than reputation to individuals a 
victim to opprobrium and disgrace. 

Here, my friends, you are particularly interested; for I 
believe I should do little justice to the motives that induce*] 
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you to brave the dangers and hardships of a ten years^ war 
if I supposed you had nothing more in view than humble 
peace and ignominious obscurity. Brave souls are influenced 
by nobler motives; and I persuade myself that the rank and 
glory of the nation you have established were among the 
strongest that nerved your arms and invigorated your hearts. 
Let us not, then, my friends, lose sight of this splendid object; 
having pursued it through fields of blood let us not relinquish 
the chase when nothing is necessary to its attainment but 
union, firmness, and temperate deliberation. 

In times of extreme danger, whoever has the courage to 
seize the helm may command the ship: each mariner, dis- 
trusting his own skill, is ready to repose upon that of others. 
Congress, not attending to this reflection, were misled by the 
implicit respect that, during the war, was paid to their recom- 
mendations; and, without looking forward to times when the 
circumstances which made the basis of their authority should 
no longer exist, they fonoied a constitution only adapted to 
such circumstances. Weak in itself, a variety of causes have 
conspired to render it weaker. 

Some States have totally neglected their representation in 
Congress; while some others have been inattentive, in their 
choice of delegates, to those qualities which are essential to 
the support of its reputation: objects of some moment where 
authority is founded on opinion only. To these I am sorry, 
gentlemen, to add a third, which operates with peculiar force 
in some States: the love of power, of which the least worthy 
are always the most tenacious. To deal out a portion of it 
to Congress would be to share that which some among those 
who are elected by popular favor already find too little for 
their own ambition. To preserve it, rulers of free States 
practise a lesson they have received from eastern tyrants; and 
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as these, to preserve the euccession, put out the eyes of all 
that may approach the seat of power, so those strive to blind 
the people, whose discernment, they fear, may expel them 
from it. 

I will not wear your patience and my own by contending 
with those chimeras they have raised to fright the people 
from remedying the only real defect of this government. 
Nor will I dwell upon that wretched system of policy which 
has sunk the interest and reputation of such States in the 
great council of America, and drawn upon them the hatred 
and contempt of their neighbors. Who will deny that the 
most serious evils daily flow from the debility of our federal 
constitution? Who but owns that we are at this moment 
colonies, for every purpose but that of internal taxation, to 
the nation from which we vainly hoped our sword had freed usi 

Who but sees with indignation British ministers daily 
dictating laws for the destruction of our commerce? Who 
but laments the ruin of that brave, hardy, and generous race 
of men who are necessary for its support? Who but feels 
that we are degraded from the rank we ought to hold among 
the nations of the earth, — despised by some, maltreated by 
others, and unable to defend ourselves against the cruel depre- 
dations of the most contemptible pirates? At this moment — 
yes, great God! at this moment — some among those, perhaps, 
who have labored for the establishment of our freedom, are 
groaning in barbarian bondage. Hands that may have 
wielded the sword in our defence are loaded with chains. 
Toilsome tasks, gloomy prisons, whips and tortures, are the 
portion of men who have triumphed with us and exulted in 
the idea of giving being to nations and freedom to unnum- 
bered generations! 

These, sirs, these are a few of the many evils that result 
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from the wojd of a federal goyemment. Our inteimal coni- 
fititutions may make us happy at home, but nothing short 
of a federal one can render us safe or respectable abroad. Let 
us not> however, in our eagerness to attain one, forget to 
preserve the other inviolate; for better is distress abroad than 
tyranny and anarchy at home. A precious deposit is given 
into our keeping: we hold in our hands the fate of future 
generations. While we acknowledge that no government 
can exist without confidence in the governing power, let ua 
also remember that none can remain free where that confi- 
dence is incautiously bestowed. 

How, gentlemen, shall I apologize for having obtruded thii 
serious address upon the gayeties of this happy day? I told 
you, and told you truly, that I was iU qualified to play the 
holiday orator; and I might have added that the joy of thia 
day is ever attended, in my mind, with a thousand mingled 
emotions. Reflection on the past brings to memory a varieigij 
of tender and interesting events; while hope and fear, anxietj; 
and pleasure, alternately possess me when I endeavor to 
pierce the veil of futurity. But never, never before hav« 
they pressed upon me with the weight th^ do at present. 

I feel that some change is necessary; and yet I dread lest 
the demon of jealousy should prevent such change; or tha 
restless spirit of innovation should cany us beyond what is 
necessary. I look round for aid; I see in you a band ol 
patriots — the supporters of your country's rights: I feel 
myself indebted to you for the freedom we enjoy: I know 
that your emotions cannot be different from my own; and I 
strive, by giving you the same views on these important sdt 
jects, to unite your efforts in the common cause; Let us, theo^ 
preserve pure and perfect those principles of friendship £q0 
each other, of love for our country, of respect for the Uniony 
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whioli supported us in our past difficulties. Let us reject the 
trammels of party, and, as far as our efforts will go, call every 
man to the post his virtues and abilities entitle him to occupy. 
Let us watch with vigilant attention over the conduct of 
those in power; but let us not with coward caution restrain 
their efforts to be useful; and let us implore that omnipotent 
Being who gave us strength and wisdom in the hour of dan* 
ger to direct our great council to that happy mean whicb may 
afford us respect and security abroad and peace, liberty, and 
prosperity at home. 






FOX 



CHARLES JAMBS FOX, one of England's most brilliant orators antf 
statesmen, was the second son of the first Lord Holland, and was 
bom in London, January 24, 1749. He was most indulgently brought up 
and after studying at Eton, and Hertford College, Oxford University, 
spent some time in travel on the Continent. Before his twentieth year 
he entered Parliament as member for Midhurst and early won notice by 
his speeches there. In 1770 he was made junior lord of the admiralty and 
three years later lord of the treasury. He was far too independent in 
spirit to suit the king and Lord North, and was accordingly dismissed 
from office in 1776. Thenceforward he was a leader among the Liberals, 
actively opposing the administration of Lord North and prophesying the 
ultimate defeat of English arms in America. He was for a short time 
secretary of state in the successive ministries of Rockingham and Portland, 
but soon resigned, and, re-entering Parliament as a member for a Scottish 
borough, was again a popular Liberal leader in the House. He strongly 
opposed Pitt's foreign policy, supported Wilberforce in his efforts for the 
abolition of the slave trade, and was an advocate of the French Revolution. 
Between 1797 and 1800 he seldom appeared in Parliament, but subsequently 
made several speeches there, and in 1800 became foreign secretary in the 
Grenville ministry. He had begun negotiations for peace with Napoleon 
Just prior to his own death, which took place at Chiswick, September 13, 
1806. Fox was a man of loose morals but of very generous nature and 
greatly beloved, in both which matters he offered a strong contrast to his 
rival, Pitt. He was a progressive, broad-minded statesman, and his 
oratory won the admiration of the ablest critics of his day. His incom- 
plete " History of the Reign of James II " was issued in 1808, and six 
volumes of his speeches in 1816. 



ON THE REJECTION OF BONAPARTE'S OVERTURES 

[Napoleon Bonaparte, having usurped the government of France, became 
First Consul in December, 1799; and, as an air of moderation seemed appro- 
priate under these circumstances, he made overtures of peace to the king 
of England in a letter written with his own hand. Mr. Pitt, who had no 
belief in the permanence of his power, rejected his offers in terms which 
were certainly rude if not insulting. 

The correspondence in question was laid before Parliament, and, on the 
3d of February, 1800, a motion was made by Mr. Dundas approving of 
the course taken and pledging the country for a vigorous prosecution of the 
war. After Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Canning, and Mr. Ersklne had spokenn 
Mr. Pitt rose and held the House in fixed attention for nearly five hourf 
by one of the most masterly erationi be ever pronounced In Parliament 

(^26) 
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Ifr. Fox then dellyered the following speech in reply; ond never were 
these two great orators brought into more direct competition, or the 
distinctive features of their eloquence exhibited in finer contrast. 

The speech is admirably reported, and was considered by most who 
heard it as the ablest Mr. Fox ever made.] 

MK. SPEAKEK,— At so late an hour of the night I 
am sure you will do me the justice to believe that 
I do not mean to go at length into the discission 
of this great question. Exhausted as the attention of the 
House must be, and unaccustomed as I have been of late to 
attend in my place, nothing but a deep sense of my duty 
could have induced me to trouble you at all, and particularly 
to request your indulgence at such an hour. 

Sir, my honorable and learned friend [Mr. Erskine] has 
truly said that the present is a new era in the war, and the 
right honorable gentleman opposite to faie [Mr. Pitt] feels 
the justice of the remark; for, by travelling back to the com- 
mencement of the war and referring again to all the topics 
and arguments which he has so often and so successfully 
urged upon the House, and by which he has drawn them on 
to the support of his measures, he is forced to acknowledge 
that at the end of a seven years' conflict we are come but to 
a new era in the war, at which he thinks it necessary only 
to press all his former arguments to induce us to persevere. 

All the topics which have so often misled us — all the rea- 
soning which has so invariably failed — all the lofty pre- 
dictions which have so constantly been falsified by events — 
all the hopes which have amused the sanguine, and all the 
assurances of the distress and weakness of the enemy which 
bave satisfied the unthinking, are again enumerated and 
advanced as arguments for our continuing the war. What I 
at the end of seven years of the most burdensome and the 
Ciost calamitous struggle in which this country ever was 
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engaged, are we again to be amused with notione of finance 
and calculations of the exhausted resources of the enemy 
as a ground of confidence and of hope? 

Gracious God! were we not told five years ago that Frano0 
was not only on the brink and in the jaws of ruin, but that 
she was actually sunk into the gulf of bankruptcy? Were 
we not told, as an unanswerable argument against treating, 
"that she could not hold out another campaign — that noth- 
ing but peace could save her — that she wanted only time to 
recruit her exhausted finances — that to grant her repose was 
to grant her the means of again molesting this country, and 
that we had nothing to do but persevere for a short timey 
in order to save ourselves forever from the consequences of 
her ambition and her jacobinism?" 

What! after having gone on from year to year upon assur- 
ances like these, and after having seen the repeated ref utationa 
of every prediction, are we again to be gravely and seriousljf; 
assured that we have the same prospect of success on the 
same identical grounds? 

And, without any other argument or security, are we 
invited, at this new era of the war, to conduct it upon prin- 
ciples which, if adopted and acted upon, may make it eternal? 
If the right honorable gentleman shall succeed in prevailing 
on Parliament and the country to adopt the principles which 
he has advanced this night, I see no possible termination to 
the contest. "No man can see an end to it; and upon the 
assurances and predictions which have so uniformly failed 
we are called upon not merely to refuse all negotiation, but 
to countenance principles and views as distant from wisdcmn 
and justice as they are in their nature wild and impraeticabl& 

I must lament, sir, in common with every genuine friend 
of peace, the harsh and nncondliating language which minie- 



BBJBCTION OF BONAPARTE'S OVERTURES 



2829 



ters have held to the French, and which they have even made 
use of in their answer to a respectful offer of a negotiation. 
Such language has ever been considered as extremely unwise, 
and has ever been reprobated by diplomatic men. 

I remember with pleasure the terms in which Lord MahneS" 
bury, at Paris, in the year 1796, repKed to expressions of this 
Bort used by M. de la Croix. He justly said ^^ that offensive 
and injurious insinuations were only calculated to throw new 
obstacles in the way of accommodation, and that it was not 
by revolting reproaches nor by reciprocal invective that a 
sincere wish to accomplish the great work of pacification could 
be evinced." 

Nothing could be more proper nor more wise than this 
language; and such ought ever to be the »tone and conduct of 
men entrusted with the very important task of treating with 
a hostile natioUi Being a sincere friend to peace, I muBt say 
with Lord Malmesbury that it is not by reproaches and by 
invective that we can hope for a reconciliation; and I am con- 
yinced in my own mind that I speak the sense of this House, 
and, if not of this House, certainly of a majority of the people 
of this country, when I lament that any unprovoked and 
unnecessary recriminations should be flung out by which 
obstacles are put in the way of pacification. I believe it is the 
prevailing sentiment of the people that we ought to abstain 
from harsh and insulting language; and in common with 
Ihem I must lament that both in the papers of Lord Gren- 
i^le and this night such license has been given to invective 
and reproach. 

For the same reason I must lament that the right honor- 
able gentleman [Mr. Pitt] has thought proper to go at such 
length and with such severity of minute investigation into 
illl the early circumstances of the war, which (whatever they 
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were) are nothing to the present purpose and ought not 
to influence the present feelings of the House. I certainly 
shall not follow him through the whole of this tedious 
detail, though I do not agree with him in many of his 
assertions. 

I do not know what impression his narrative may make on 
other gentlemen; but I will tell him fairly and candidly he 
has not convinced me. I continue to think, and until I see 
better grounds for changing my opinion than any that the 
right honorable gentleman has this night produced, I shall 
continue to think, and to say plainly and explicitly 'Hhat 
this country was the aggressor in the war." 

But with regard to Austria and Prussia — is there a man 
who for one moment can dispute that they were the 
aggressors? It will be vain for the right honorable gentleman 
to enter into long and plausible reasoning against the evidence 
of documents so clear, so decisive — so frequently, so thor- 
oughly investigated. 

The unfortunate monarch, Louis XVI, himself, as well as 
those who were in his confidence, has borne decisive testimony 
to the fact that between him and the Emperor [Leopold of 
Austria] there was an intimate correspondence and a perfect 
imderstanding. Do I mean by this that a positive treaty was 
entered into for the dismemberment of France? Certainly 
not. But no man can read the declarations which were made 
at Mantua as well as at Pilnitz, as they are given by M. 
Bertrand de Molville without acknowledging that this was 
not merely an intention, but a declaration of an intention, 
on the part of the great powers of Germany, to interfere in 
the internal affairs of France for the purpose of regulating 
the government against the opinion of the people. 

This, though not a plan for the partition of France, was, in 
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the eye of reason and common sense, an aggression agiainst 
France. The right honorable gentleman denies that there 
was such a thing as a treaty of Pilnitz. Granted. But was 
there not a declaration which amounted to an act of hostile 
aggression? The two powers, the Emperor of Germany and 
the King of Prussia, made a public declaration that they were 
determined to employ their forces in conjunction with those 
of the other sovereigns of Europe ^^to put the King of 
France in a situation to establish in perfect liberty the 
foundations of a monarchical government equally agreeable 
to the rights of sovereigns and the welfare of the French.'^ 

Whenever the other princes should agree to co-operate with 
them, ^^ then and in that case their Majesties were deter- 
mined to act promptly, and by mutual consent, with the forces 
necessary to obtain the end proposed by all of them. In the 
meantime they declared that they would give orders for their 
troops to be ready for actual service.'' 

Now, I would ask gentlemen to lay their hands upon their 
hearts and say with candor what the true and fair construction 
of this declaration was — whether it was not a menace and an 
insult to France, since in direct terms it declared that when- 
ever the other powers should concur they would attack 
France, then at peace with them, and then employed only in 
domestic and internal regulations? 

Let us suppose the case to be that of Great Britain. Will 
any gentleman say that if two of the great powers should 
make a public declaration that they were determiiied to make 
an attack on this kingdom as soon as circumstances should 
lavor their intention, that they only waited for this occasion, 
and that in the meantime they would keep their forces ready 
lor the purpose, it would not be considered by the Parliament 
and people of this country as a hostile aggression? And is 
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th^re aaj Englifllimaii in existence who is suck a friead to 
peace as to say that the nation could retain its hoiMxr and 
dignity if it should sit down under such a menaoe? 

I know too well what is due to the national chacacier «£ 
England to believe that there would be two opinions oa the 
ease if thus put home to our own feelings and understandings. 
We musty then, respect in others the indignation which such 
an act would excite in ourselyes; and when we see it estab- 
lished, on the most indisputable testimony, that both at Pibiitz 
and at Mantua declarations wore made to this effect^ it is idk 
to say that, as far as the Emperor and the King of Prussia 
were concerned, they were not the aggressors in the war. 

''Oh! but the decree of the 19th of ISTovember, 17»2." 
That, at least, the right honorable gentleman says, you mmA 
allow to be an act of aggression not only against England but 
against all the sovereigns of Europe. 

I am not one of those, sir, who attach much interest to Ab 
general and indiscriminate provocations thrown out at ran- 
dom, like this resolution of the 19th of IS'ovember, 1792. I 
do not think it necessary to the dignity of any people to ncrtke 
and to apply to themselves menaces without particular alln- 
eion, which are always unwise in the power which uses them, 
and which it is still more unwise to treat with seriousness. 

But if any such idle and general provocation to nations is 
given, .either in insolence or in folly, by any government, it 
is a clear first principle that an explanation is the thing which 
JBL nxagnanimous nation, feeling itself aggrieved, ought to 
dennand; and if an explanation be given which is not satia- 
fitctory it ought clearly and distinctly to say so. ThoB 
should be no amb%uity, no reserve, on the occasion. 

Now we all know, from documents on our table, that M. 
OhauveUn [the French minister] did give an explaoatMA 
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of this silly decree. He declared in the name of his govern- 
ment that it was never meant that the French government 
should favor insurrections; that the decree was applicable only 
to those people who, after having acquired their liberty by 
conquest, should demand the assistance of the republic; but 
that France would respect^ not only the independence of Eng- 
land,, but also that of her allies with whom, she was not at 
war. 

This was the explanation of the offensive decrea " But 
this explanation was not satisfactory." Did you say so to 
MT. Chauvelin? Did you tell him that you w^e not content 
with this explanation? and when you dismissed him^ afterward, 
on the death of the King [of France], did yon say that thia 
explanation was unsatisfactory? 

No. You did ne such thing; and I contend that unlesa 
you demanded further explanations, and they were refused^ 
you have no right to urge the decree of the Iftth of November 
as an act of aggression. 

In all your conferences and correspondence with M. Chau- 
velin did joxk hold out to him what terms would satisiy you? 
JUd you give the French the power or the meana of settling 
the misunderstanding which that decree, or any other of the 
pointfl at issue, had created? 

I maintain that when a nation refuses to state- to another 
the thing; which would satisfy her she shows that she is not 
actuated by a desire to preserve peace between them;, and I 
aver that this was the case here. The Scheldt, for iBstance. 
You now say that the navigation of the Sdheldt was one of 
your causes of com|daint. Did yoa eaq^lain yourself en. thajt 
iubj[ect? Did jouLmahe it okc o£ the grGOindafar the dismisfiat 
of M. CSiauvelin? Sic,. I rqpeat it^ that a nation to jfustify 
ItBexE m appealing' to uie last suiczum resort ought to prove 
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that it has taken every possible means, consistent with, dignity, 
to demand the reparation and redress which would be satis- 
factory; and if she refuses to explain what would be satisfac^ 
tory she does not do her duty or exonerate herself from the 
charge of being the aggressor. 

The right honorable gentleman has this night, for the first 
time, produced a most important paper; the instructions which, 
were given to his Majesty^s minister at the court of St. Peters- 
burg, about the end of the year 1792, to induce her imperial 
ilajesty to join her efforts with those of his Britannic Majesty 
to prevent, by their joint mediation, the evils of a general war. 
Of this paper and of the existence of any such document I, 
for one, was wholly ignorant. 

But I have no hesitation in saying that I entirely approve 
of the instructions which appear to have been given; and I 
am sorry to see the right honorable gentleman disposed rather 
to take blame to himself than credit for having written them* 
He thinks that lie flhall be subject to the imputation of having 
been rather too slow to apprehend the dangers with which the 
French Bevolution was fraught than that he was forward and 
Iiasty — ^^'Quod solum excusat, hoc solum miror in illo.*^* 

I do not agree with him. I by no means think that he was 
blamable for too much confidence in the good intentions of the 
French. I think the tenor and composition of this paper was 
excellent, the instructions conveyed in it wise, and that 
it wanted but one enential thing to have entitled it to general 
approbation, namely, to have been acted upon I 

The clear nature and intent of that paper I take to be that 
our ministers were to solicit the court of Petersburg to join 
with them in a declaration to the French government stating 

explicitly what course of conduct with respect to their foreign 

, — - 

> " The only thing he exeusM is the omly thing la him which I admire.'* 
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relations they thought necessary to the general peace and 
security of Europe, and what, if complied with, would have 
induced them to mediate for that purpose. This was a proper, 
wise, and legitimate course of proceeding. 

Now, I ask you, sir, whether, if this paper had been com- 
municated to Paris at the end of the year 1792 instead of 
Petersburg, it would not have been productive of most sea- 
sonable benefits to mankind; and, by informing the French 
in time of the means by which they might have secured the 
mediation of Great Britain, have not only avoided the rupture 
with this country, but have also restored general peace to the 
continent? The paper, sir, was excellent in its intentions; but 
its merit was all in the composition. It was a fine theory, 
which ministers did not think proper to carry into practice. 
It was very much like what the right honorable gentleman 
at the head of the Board of Control [Mr. Dundas] said some 
years ago of the commercial system upon which w© have main- 
tained our government in the East Indies. 

" Nothing could be more moral, more beautiful, and 
benevolent than the instructions which were sent out to our 
governors ; but unfortunately those instructions had been con- 
fined to the registers of the corporation; they were to be found 
only in the minute-books of Leadenhall Street. Their bene- 
ficial effects had never been felt by the people, for whose 
protection and happiness the theories were framed.^' 

In the same manner this very commendable paper, so well 
digested and so likely to preserve us from the calamities of 
war, was never communicated to the French; never acted 
upon; never known to the world until this day; nay, on the 
contrary, at the veiy time that ministers had drawn up this 
paper, they were insulting M. Chauvelin in every way until 
nbout t^he 23d or 24th of January, 1793, when they finally 
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dismissed him without stating any one ground upon whicH 
they were willing to preserve terms with the French. 

But " France/' it seems, ^*then declared war against us; 
and she was the aggressor because the declaration came from 
her/' Let us look at the circumstances of this transaction on 
both sides. Undoubtedly the declaration was made by them; 
but is a declaration the only thing which constitutes the com- 
mencement of a war? Do gentlemen recollect that, in conse- 
quence of a dispute about the commencement of war, 
respecting the capture of a number of ships, an article was 
inserted in our treaty with France by which it was positively 
stipulated that in future, to prevent all disputes, the act of the 
dismissal of a minister from either of the two courts should be 
held and ccmsidered as tantamount to a declaration of wart 

I mention this, sir, because when we are idly employed ini 
this retrospect of the origin of a war which has lasted so many 
years, instead of turning our eyes only to the contemplation of 
tlie means of putting an end to it, we seem disposed to overloole 
everything on our own parts, and to search only for grounds 
of imputation on the jenemy. I almost think it an insnh on 
the House to -detain them with tkm sort of exaDoination. 

Why, sir, if Franoe was the aggreaaor, as the right honoralble 
gentleman says she was throughout, did not Prussia call upon 
us for the stipulated unmber of troopi, accordiiig to the artiola 
of the definitive tctttgr @f alliBnoe subsistii^ between m, by 
which, in case that either of the contracting parties was 
attacked, they had a right to demand the stipulated aidf and 
tiie same thing again may 1)e asked "when we were attacked. 

Tbe right honorable gentleman might here accuse himself, 
indeed, of reserve ; Imt 5t Trnfortanatety liappened that at *€b» 
time &e point was too <^tear tm wln<% nde ^e aggression lay. 
Prussia was too sensible that the war could not entitle her to 
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make the demand, and that it was not a case within the scope 
of the defensive treaty. This is evidence worth a volume of 
subsequent reasoning; for if, at the time when all the facts 
were present to their minds, they could not take advantage of 
existing treaties, and that too when the courts were on the 
most friendly terms with one another, it will be manifest to 
every thinking man that they were sensible that the-y wese not 
authorized to make the demand. 

I really, sir, cannot think it necessary to follow the right 
honorable gentleman into all the minute details which he has 
thought proper to give us respecting the first aggression; but 
that Austria and Prussia were the aggressors, not a man in 
any country who has ever given himself the trouble to think 
at all on the subject can doubt. Nothing could be more 
hostile than their whole proceedings. Did they not declare 
to France that it was her internal concerns, not her external 
proceedings, which provoked them to confederate against her? 

Look back to the proclamations with which they set out. 
Read the declarations which they made themselves to justify 
their appeal to arms. They did not pretend to fear her 
ambition — her conquests — her troubling her neighbors; but 
they accused her of new-modelling her own government. 
They said nothing of her aggressions abroad. They spoke 
only of her clubs and societies at Paris. 

Sir, in all this I am not justifying the French; I am not 
trying to absolve them from blame either in their internal 
or external policy. I think, on the contrary, that their suc- 
cessive rulers have been as bad and as execrable, in various 
instances, a& any of the most despotic and unprincipled gov- 
ernments that the world evear saw. I think it impossible, sir, 
that it should have been otherwise. It was not to be expected 
that the French,, when once engaged in foreign wars, should 
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not endeavor to spread destruction around them and to form 
plans of aggi'andisement and plunder on every side. 

Men bred in the school of the house of Bourbon could not 
be expected to act otherwise. They could not have lived so 
long under their ancient masters without imbibing the restless 
ambition, the perfidy, and the insatiable spirit of the race. 
They have imitated the practice of their great prototype, and, 
through their whole career of mischiefs and of crimes, have 
done no more than servilely trace the steps of their own Louis 
XIV, If they have overrun countries and ravaged them, 
they have done it upon Bourbon principles; if they have 
ruined and dethroned sovereigns, it is entirely after the Bour- 
bon manner; if they have even fraternized with the people of 
foreign countries and pretended to make their cause their 
own, they have only faithfully followed the Bourbon example. 
They have constantly had Louis, the Grand Monarque, iii 
their eye. But it may be said that this example was lon^ 
ago and that we ought not to refer to a period so distant. 

True, it is a remote period applied to the man, but not so 
of the principle. The principle was never extinct; nor ha« 
its operation been suspended in France, except, perhaps, for a 
short interval during the administration of Cardinal Fleuryj 
and my complaint against the Republic of France is, not that 
she has generated new crimes — not that she has promulgated 
new mischief — but that she has adopted and acted upon the 
principles which have been so fatal to Europe under the prac- 
tice of the house of Bourbon. 

It is said that wherever the French have gone they have 
introduced revolution — they have sought for the means ot 
disturbing neighboring states and have not been content with 
mere conquest. What is this but adopting the ingenioufl 
scheme of Louis XI Y ? He was not content with merely otmp* 
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running a state. Whenever he came into a new territory, 
he established what he called his chamber of claims, a most 
convenient device by which he inquired whether the con- 
quered country or province had any dormant or disputed 
claims — any cause of complaint — any unsettled demand 
upon any other state or province — upon which he might 
wage war upon such state, thereby discover again ground for 
new devastation, and gratify his ambition by new acquisitions. 
.What have the republicans done more atrocious, more Jaco- 
binical than this? Louis went to war with Holland. His 
pretext was that Holland had not treated him with sufficient 
respect. A very just and proper cause for war indeed! 

This, sir, leads me to an example which I think seasonable, 
and worthy the attention of his Majesty's ministers. When 
our Charles II, as a short exception to the policy of his reign, 
made the triple alliance for the protection of Europe, and 
particularly of Holland, against the ambition of Louis XIV, 
what was the conduct of that great, virtuous, and most able 
statesman, M. de Witt, when the confederates came to deliber- 
ate upon the terms upon which they should treat with the 
French monarch? When it was said that he had made 
unprincipled conquests, and that he ought to be forced to sur- 
render them all, what was the language of that great and wise 
man? 

" No," said he; "I think we ought not to look back to the 
origin of the war so much as the means of putting an end 
to it. If you had united in time to prevent these conquests, 
well; but now that he has made them, he stands upon the 
ground of conquest, and we must agree to treat with him, 
not with reference to the origin of the conquest, but with 
regard to his present posture. He has those places, and some 
of them we must be content to give up as the means of peace; 
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for conquest will always succeesfully set up its claimB to 
indemnification." 

Suet was the language of this minister, who was the onm* 
ment of his time; and such, in my mind, ought to be the lan- 
guage of statesmen with regard to the French at this day; 
and the same ought to have been said at the formation of the 
confederacy. It was true that the French had overrun Savoy; 
but they had overrun it upon Bourbon principles; and, having 
gained this and other conquests before the confederacy was 
formed, they ought to have treated with her rather for future 
security than for past correction. 

States in possession, whether monarchical or republican, will 
claim indemnity in proportion to their success; and it will 
never so much be inquired by what right they gained poaees- 
sion as by what means they can be prevented from enlarging 
their depredations. 

Such is the safe practice of the world; and such ought t» 
have been the conduct of the powers when the reduction of 
Savoy made them coalesce. The right honorable gentleman 
may know more of the secret particulars of their ovemmnii^ 
Savoy than I do; but certainly, as they have come to my 
knowledge, it was a most Bourbon-like act. 

A great and justly celebrated historian, I mean Mr. Hume, 
a writer certainly estimable in many particulars, but whx) is 
a childish lover of princes, talks of Louis XIV in very magnifi- 
cent terms. But he says of him that though he managed his 
enterprises with great skill and bravery he was unfortunate 
in this, that he never got a good and fair pretence for war. 

This he reckons among his misfortunes. Can we eay moxe 
of the republican French? In seizing xm Bavoy I tlubak thej: 
made use of the words " conifSnancee moralBe et ph/gsiqu^^ 



^ ** Conveniences moral and piiyaicaL 



»» 
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Lphese were lier reasons. A most Bourbon-like phrase. And 
I therefore contend that as we never scrupled to treat with 
the princes of the house of Bourbon on account of their ra- 
pacity, their thirst of conquest, their violation of treaties, their 
perfidy, and their restless spirit, so, I contend, we ought not 
to refuse to treat with their republican imitators. 

Ministers could not pretend ignorance of the unprincipled 
manner in which the French had seized on Savoy. The Sar- 
dinian minister complained of the aggression, and yet no stir 
was made about it. The courts of Europe stood by and saw 
the outrage; and our ministers saw it. The right honorable 
gentleman will in vain, therefore, exert his powers to persuade 
me of the interest he takes in the preservation of the rights of 
nations, since, at the moment when an interference might 
have been made with effect, no step was taken, no remon- 
strance made, no mediation negotiated, to stop the career of 
conquest. 

AH the pretended and hypocritical sensibility " for the 
rights of nations, and for social order,'' with which we have 
since been stunned, cannot impose upon those who will take 
the trouble to look back to the period when this sensibility 
ought to have roused us into seasonable exertion. At that 
time, however, the right honorable gentleman makes it his 
boast that he was prevented, by a sense of neutrality, from 
taking any measures of precaution on the subject. I do not. 
give the right honorable gentleman much credit for his spirit 
of neutrality on the occasion. It flowed from the sense of 
the country at the time, the. great majority of which waa 
clearly and decidedly against all interruptions being given to 
the French in their desire of regulating their own inteimal 

4 

ggOYemment 

But this neutrality, wkich respected only the internal righta. 
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of the Frencli, and from which the people of England would 
never have departed but for the impolitic and hypocritical 
cant which was set up to arouse their jealousy and alarm their 
fears, was very different from the great principle of political 
prudence which ought to have actuated the councils of the 
nation on seeing the first steps of France toward a career of 
external conquest. 

My opinion is, that when the unfortunate Ki n g of France 
offered to us, in the letter delivered by M. Chauvelin and M. 
Talleyrand, and even entreated us to mediate between him and 
the allied powers of Austria and Prussia, they [ministers] 
ought to have accepted of the offer and exerted their influence 
to save Europe from the consequence of a system which was 
then beginning to manifest itself. It was at least a question 
of prudence; and as we had never refused to treat and to 
mediate with the old princes on account of their ambition or 
their perfidy we ought to have been equally ready now, when 
the samje principles were acted upon by other men. I must 
doubt the sensibility which could be so cold and so indifferent 
at the proper moment for its activity. 

I fear that there were at that moment the germs of ambition 
rising in the mind of the right honorable gentleman, and that 
he was beginning, like others, to entertain hopes that some^ 
thing might be obtained out of the coming confusion. What 
but such a sentiment could have prevented him from over- 
looking the fair occasion that was offered for preventing the 
calamities with which Europe was threatened? What but 
some such interested principle could have made him forego 
the truly honorable task by which his administration would 
have displayed its magnanimity and its j)ower? 

•But for some such feeling, would not this country, both in 
wisdom and in dignity, have interfered, and, in conjunction 
sdth the others powers, have said to France: 
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^* You asK for a mediation. We will mediate with candor 
and sincerity, but we will at the same time declare to you our 
apprehensions. 

" We do not trust to your assertion of a determination to 
avoid all foreign conquest, and that you are desirous only of 
settling your own constitution, because your language is con- 
tradicted by experience and the evidence of facts. You are 
Frenchmen, and you cannot so soon have forgotten and thrown 
off the Bourbon principles in which you were educated. 

" You have already imitated the bad practice of your 
princes. You have seized on Savoy without a color of right 
But here we take our stand. Thus far you have gone, and 
we cannot help it; but you must go no farther. 

" We will tell you distinctly what we shall consider as an 
attack on the balance and the security of Europe; and, as the 
condition of our interference, we will tell you also the securi- 
ties that we think essential to the general repose.^' 

This ought to have been the language of his Majesty's 
ministers when their mediation was solicited; and somethmg 
of this kind they evidently thought of when they sent the 
instructions to Petersburg which they have mentioned this 
night, but upon which they never acted. 

'Having not done so, I say they have no right to talk now 
about the violated rights of Europe, about the aggression of 
the French, and about the origin of the war in which this 
country was so suddenly afterward plunged. Instead of this, 
what did they do? They hung back; they avoided explana- 
tion; they gave the French no means of satisfying them; and I 
repeat my proposition — when there is a question of peace 
and war between two nations, that government feels itself in 
the wrong which refuses to state with clearness and precision * 
what she should consider as a satisfaction and a pledge of 
peace. 
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Sir, if I understand tlie true precepts of tlie Christian 
religion as set forth in the New Testament, I must be per- 
mitted to say that there is no such thing as a rule or doctrine 
by which we are directed or can be justified in waging a 
war for religion. The idea is subversive of the very founda- 
tions upon which it stands, which are those of peace and good 
will among men. Heligion never was and never can be -a 
justifiable cause of war; but it has been too often grossly used 
as the pretext and the apology for the most unprincipled wars. 

I have already said, and I repeat it, that the conduct of the 
French to foreign nations cannot be justified. They have 
given great cause of oflFence, but certainly not to all countries 
alike. The right honorable gentlemen opposite to me have 
made an indiscriminate catalogue of all the countries which 
the French have offended, and, in their eagerness to throw 
odium on the nation, have taken no pains to investigate the 
sources of their several quarrels. I will not detain you, sir, 
by entering into the long detail which has been given of their 
aggressions and their violences; but let me mention Sapdinia 
as one instance which has been strongly insisted ly^woi. Did 
the French attack Sardinia when at peaoe with them? i£^o 
such things 

The King of Sardinia had accepted of a subsidy f roan Great 
Britain; and Sardinia was, to all intents and purposes, a bel- 
ligeient poww. Several other in^ances might be mentioned ; 
but though perhaps, in the majority of inattmces, the Frendi 
may be unjustifiable, is this the moment for us to dwell upen 
these enormities — to waste our time, and inflame our passions 
by eriminating and recriminating upon each othi^? There 
is no ^id to sack a war. 

I have aomewheie read — I think in Sir Walter JKalei^'^ 
^^ History of the World "—of a most bloody and fatal bftttib 
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iiUeli was fought by two opposite armies, in wiiieh almost 
aU the combatants on both sides were killed^ ^^ because/' says 
ike historian^ ^^ though they had offensive weapons on both 
eides^ they had none for defence." 

So, in this war of words, if we are to use only ofiensivo 
weapons, if we are to indulge only in invective and abuse, 
the contest must be eternal. 

If this war of reproach and invective is to be countenanced, 
may not the French with equal reason complain of the out- 
rages and horrors committed by the powers opposed to them 2 
If we must not treat with the French on account of the 
iniquity of their former transactions, ought we not to be as 
scrupulous of connecting ourselves with other powers equally 
cchninal? Surely, sir, if we must be thus rigid in scrutinizing 
the conduct of an enemy, we ought to be equally careful in 
not comimtting ourselv^, our honor, and our safety, with an 
ally who has manifested the same want of respect for the 
rights of other nations. 

Surely, if it is material to know the character of a power 
with whom you are about only to treat for peace, it is more 
material to know the character of allies with whom you are 
about to enter into the closest connection of friendship, and 
for whose exertions you are about to pay. Now, sir, what 
was the coaiduct of your own allies to Poland? Is there a 
single atrocity of the French, in Italy, in Switzerland, in 
Egypt, if you please, more unprincipled and inhuman than 
that of Rusda, Austria, and Prussia, in Poland? 

What has there been in the conduct of the French to for- 
eign powers; what in the violation of solemn treaties; what 
in the plunder, devastation, and dismemberment of unaffend- 
ing eotintrie»; what m the horrors and ncmiders perpetrated 
upon the subdued victims of their rage in any district which 
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they have overrun, — ^worse than the conduct of those three 
great powers in the miserable, devoted, and trampled-on king- 
dom of Poland, and who have been, or are, our allies in this 
war for religion and social order and the rights of nations? 
" Ohl but you regretted the partition of Poland! " 

Yes, regretted! you regretted the violence, and that is all 
you did. You united yourselves with the actors; you in fact, 
by your acquiescence, confirmed the atrocity. But they are 
your allies; and though they overran and divided Poland, 
there was nothing, perhaps, in the manner of doing it which 
stamped it with peculiar infamy and disgrace. 

The hero of Poland [Suwaroff], perhaps, was merciful and 
mild! He was "as much superior to Bonaparte in bravery, 
and in the discipline which he maintained, as he was superior 
in virtue and humanity!" He was animated by the purest 
principles of Christianity and was restrained in his career 
by the benevolent precepts which it inculcates! 

Was he? 

Let unfortunate Warsaw, and the miserable inhabitants 
of the suburb of Praga in particular, tell! What do we 
understand to have been the conduct of this magnanimous 
hero, with whom, it seems, Bonaparte is not to be compared? 
He entered the suburb of Praga, the most populous suburb 
of Warsaw; and there he let his soldiery loose on the miser- 
able, unarmed, and unresisting people. Men, women, and 
children, nay, infants at the breast, were doomed to one indis- 
criminate massacre! Thousands of them were inhumanly, 
wantonly butchered! 

And for what? 

Because they had dared to join in a wish to meliorate their 
own condition as a people, and to improve their constitution, 
which had been confessed by their own sovereign to be in 
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want of amendment. And such is the hero upon whom the 
cause of religion and social order is to repose. 

And such is the man whom we praise for his discipline and 
his virtue, and whom we hold out as our boast and our depend- 
ence; while the conduct of Bonaparte unfits him to be even 
treated with as an enemy? 

But the behavior of the French toward Switzerland raises 
all the indignation of the right honorable gentleman and 
inflames his eloquence. I admire the indignation which he 
expresses, and I think he felt it, in speaking of this country, 
so dear and so congenial to every man who loves the sacred 
name of liberty. " He who loves liberty," says the right hon- 
orable gentleman, "thought himself at home on the favored 
and happy mountains of Switzerland, where she seemed to 
have taken up her abode under a sort of implied compact, 
among all other states, that she should not be disturbed in 
this her chosen asylum." 

I admire the eloquence of the right honorable gentleman 
in speaking of this country of liberty and peace, to which 
every man would desire, once in his life at least, to make a 
pilgrimage! But who, let me ask him, first proposed to the 
Swiss people to depart from the neutrality which was their 
chief protection and to join the confederacy against the 
French? 

I aver that a noble relation of mine [Lord Robert Fitz- 
gerald], then the minister of England to the Swiss Cantons, 
was instructed in direct terms to propose to the Swiss, by 
an official note, to break from the safe line they had laid down 
for themselves, and to tell them "in such a contest neutrality 
was criminal." 

I know that noble lord too well, though I have not been in 
habits of intercourse with him of late, from the employments 
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in which he has been engaged, to suspect that he would have 
presented such a paper without the express instructions of 
his court, or that he would have gone beyond those 
instructions. 

But was it only to Switzerland that this sort of language 
was held? What was our language also to Tuscany and 
Genoa? An honorable gentleman [Mr. Canning] has denied 
the authenticity of a pretended letter which has been cir- 
culated, and ascribed to Lord Harvey. He says it is all a 
fable and a forgery. 

Be it so; but is it also a fable that Lord Harvey did spedtk 
in terms to the Grand Duke which he considered as offensive 
and insulting? I cannot tell, for I was not present; but was 
it not and is it not believed? Is it a fable that Lord Harvey 
went into the closet of the Grand Duke, laid his watch on the 
table, and demanded in a peremptory manner that he should, 
within a certain number of minutes (I think I have heard 
within a quarter of an hour), determine, aye or no, to dis- 
miss the French minister and order him out of his domin- 
ions, with the menace that if he did not the English fleet 
should bombard Leghorn? 

"Will the honorable gentleman deny this also? 

I certainly do not know it from my own knowledge; but 
I know that persons of the first credit, then at Florence, have 
stated these facts, and that they have never been contradicted. 
It is true that upon the Grand Duke^s complaint of tin* 
indignity Lord Harvey was recalled; but was the principte 
recalled? was the mission recalled? Did not ministers persist 
m the d^Qiand which Lord Harvey had made, perhaps ungra- 
ciously? and was not the Grand Duke forced in consequence 
to dismiss the French ministert and did they not drive him 
to enter into an unwilling war with the republic? 
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It is true that he afterward made his peace, and that, hav- 
ing done so, he was treated severely and unjustly by the 
French; but what do I conclude from all this but that we 
have no right to be scrupidous, we who have violated the 
respect due to peaceable powers ourselves, in this war, which, 
iBore than any other that ever afflicted human. nature, has 
been distinguished by the greatest number of disgusting and 
outrageous insults by the great to the smaller powers. 

And I infer from this, also, that the instances not being 
confined to the French, but having been perpetrated by every 
one of the allies, and by England as much as by others, we 
have no right, either in personal character or from our 
own deportment, to refuse to treat with the French on this 
ground. 

Need I speak of your eonduct to Genoa also? Perhaps the 
note delivered by Mr. Drake was also a forgery. Pearhaps the 
blockade of the port never took place. 

It is impossible to deny the facts, which were so glaring 
at the time. It is a painful thing to me, sir, to be obliged 
to go back to these unfortunate periods of the history of this 
war and of the conduct of this countiy; but I am forced to 
the task by the use which has been made of the atrocities 
of the Frlch as an axgument againet negotiation. I think 
I have said enough to prove that if the French have been 
guilty we have not been innocent. Nothing but determined 
incredulity can make us deaf and blind to our own acts, when 
we are so ready to yield aA assent to all the reproaches which 
are thrown out on the enemy, and upon which reproaches 
we are gravely told to continue the war. 

^TBut tihe French,'^ it seems, " have behaved ill everywhere. 
They seized on Venice, which had preserved the most exact 
neutrality, or rather,'' as it is hinted^ ^^ had manifested symp- 
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tonifl of friendship to them." I agree with the right honor- 
able gentleman, it was an abominable act. 

I am not the apologist, much less the advocate, of their 
iniquities; neither will I countenance them in their pretences 
for the injustice. I do not think that much regard is to be 
paid to the charges which a triumphant soldiery bring on the 
conduct of a people whom they have overrun. Pretences for 
outrage will never be wanting to the strong when they wish 
to trample on the weak; but when we accuse the French of 
having seized on Venice after stipulating for its neutrality 
and guaranteeing its independence we should also remember 
the excuse that they made for the violence, namely, that their 
troops had been attacked and murdered. I say I am always 
incredulous about such excuses; but I think it fair to hear 
whatever can be alleged on the other side. We cannot take 
one side of a story only. Candor demands that we should 
examine the whole before we make up our minds on the guilt. 

I cannot think it quite fair to state the view of the subject 
of one party as indisputable fact without even mentioning 
what the other party has to say for itself. But, sir, is this all? 
Though the perfidy of the French to the Venetians be clear 
and palpable, was it worse in morals, in principle, and in 
example, than the conduct of Austria? My honorable friend 
[Mr. Whitbread] properly asked, "Is not the receiver as bad 
as the thief? " 

If the French seized on the territory of Venice, did not 
the Austrians agree to receive it? "But this," it seems, "is 
not the same thing." It is quite in the nature and within 
the rule of diplomatic morality for Austria to receive the 
country which was thus seized upon unjustly. " The Emperor 
took it as a compensation. It was his by barter. He was not 
answerable for the guilt by which it was obtained." 



REJECTION OF BONAPARTE'S OVERTURES * 2851 

What is this, sir, but the false and abominable reasoning 
with which we have been so often disgusted on the subject 
of the slave trade? Just in the same manner have I heard a 
notorious wholesale dealer in this inhuman traffic justify his 
abominable trade. 

"I am not guilty of the horrible crime of tearing that 
mother from her infants; that husband from his wife; of 
depopulating that village; of depriving that family of their 
sons, the support of their aged parents! No, thank Heaven! 
I am not guilty of this horror. I only bought them in the 
fair way of trade. They were brought to the market; they 
had been guilty of crimes, or they had been made prisoners 
of war; they were accused of witchcraft, of obi, or of some 
other sort of sorcery; and they were brought to me for sale. 
I gave a valuable consideration for them. But God forbid 
that I should have stained my soul with the guilt of dragging 
them from their friends and families! " 

Such has been the precious defence of the slave trade, and 
such is the argument set up for Austria in this instance of 
Venice 

" I did not commit the crime of trampling on the independ- 
ence of Venice; I did not seize on the city; I gave a quid 
pro quo. It was a matter of barter and indemnity; I gave 
half a million of human beings to be put under the yoke 
of France in another district, and I had these people turned 
over to me in return! " 

This, sir, is the defence of Austria; and under such detest- 
able sophistry is the infernal traffic in human flesh, whether 
in white or black, to be conllnued and even justified ! At no 
time has that diabolical traffic been carried to a greater length 
than during the present war, and that by England herself, 
as well as Austria and Bussia. 
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" But France/* it seems, " has roused all the natioim oif 
Eiirope against her; " and the long catalogue has been read 
to you to prove that she must have been atrocious to provoke 
{hem all. Is it true, sir, that she has roused them all? It 
does not say much for the address of his Majety's ministeffi^ 
if this be the case. "What, sir! have all your negotiations^ 
all your declamation, all your money, been squanda*ed in 
vain? Have you not succeeded in stirring the indignation 
and engaging the assistance of a single power? 

But you do yourselves injustice. Between the crimes of 
France and your money the rage has been excited, and full as 
much is due to your seductions as to her atrocities. My 
honorable and learned friend [Mr. Ersldne] was correct, 
therefore^ in his argument; for you cannot take both sides of 
the case; you cannot accuse France of having provoked all 
Europe, and at the same time claim the merit of having roused 
all Europe to join you. 

Tou talk, sir, of your allies. I wish to know who your 
allies are? Russia is one of them, I suj^Kwe. Did France 
attack Bussia? Has the magnanimous Paul taken the field 
for social order and religion, or on account of personal aggres- 
sion? The Emperor of Russia has declared himself Grand 
Master of Malta, though his religion is as opposite to that of 
the Knights as ours is ; and he is as much considered a heretic 
by the Church of Rome as we are. 

The King of Great Britain might, with as much reason and 
propriety, declare himself the head of the order of the 
Chartreuse monks. Not content with taking to himself the 
cammandery of this institution of Malta, Paul has even cre- 
ated a married man a Knight, contrary to all the most sacred 
rules and legulatioits of the order; and yet this ally of ours 
18 fighting for religion! So mnxcfa for his religion. Let us 
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flee his regard to social order! How does he show his abhor* 
Tence of the principles of the French in their violation of the 
rights of other nations? 

What has been his conduct to Denmark? 

He says to her, " You have seditious clubs at Copenhagen; 
BO Danish vessel shall therefore enter the ports of Bussia! ^ 
He holds a still more despotic language to Hamburg. He 
threatens to lay an embargo on her trade; and he forces her to 
surrender up men who are claimed by the French as their 
tsitizens, whether truly or not I do not inquire. He threatens 
her with his own vengeance if she refuse, and subjects her to 
that of the French if she comply. 

And what has been his conduct to Spain? 

He first sends away the Spanish minister from Petersburg, 
and then complains, as a great insult) that his minister was 
dismissed from Madrid! This is one of our allies; and he 
has declared that the object for which he has taken up arms 
is to replace the ancient race of the house of Bourbon on the 
throne of France, and that he does this for the cause of 
religion and social order! Such is the respect for religion and 
social order which he himself displays, and such are the 
examplis of it with which we coalesce! 

No man regrets, sir, more than I do, the enormities that 
France has committed; but how do they bear upon the quet- 
tion as it at present stands? Are we forever to deprive our- 
selves of the benefits of peace because France has perpetrated 
acts of injustice? 

Sir, we cannot acquit ourselves upon such ground. We 
have negotiated. With the knowledge of these acts of 
injustice and dis<»^er we have treated with them twice; yet 
-the right honorable gentleman cannot enter into negotiatieii 
with them again; and it is worth while to attend to the rear 
sons that he gives for refusing their offer. 
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The Revolution itself is no more an objection now than 
it was in the year 1796, when he did negotiate. For the 
government of France at that time was surely as unstable as it 
is at present. The crimes of the French, the instability of 
their government^ did not then prevent him; and why are they 
to prevent him now? He n^otiated with a government as 
unstable, and, baffled in that negotiation, he did not scruple 
to open another at lisle in the year 1797. 

We have heard a very curious account of these negotiations 
this day, and, as the right honorable gentleman has emphati- 
cally told us, an honest account of them. He says he has 
no scruple in avowing that he apprehended danger from the 
success of lus own efforts to procure a pacification, and that 
he was not displeased at its failure. He was sincere in his 
endeavors to treat, but he was not disappointed when they 
failed. I wish accurately to understand the right honorable 
gentleman. 

His declaration on the subject^ then, I take to be, that 
though sincere in his endeavors to procure peace in 1797, yet 
he apprehended greater danger from accomplishing his object 
than from the continuance of war; and that he felt this appre- 
hension from the comparative views of the probable state of 
peace and war at that time. I hope I state the right honorable 
gentleman correctly. I have no hesitation in allowing the 
fact that a state of peace immediately after a war of such 
violence must in some respects be a state of insecurity; but 
does this not belong in a certain degree to all wars? and are 
we never to have peace because that peace may be insecure? 

But there was something, it seems, so peculiar in this war^ 
and in the character and principles of the enemy, that the 
right honorable gentleman thought a peace in 1797 would be 
comparatively more dangerous than war. 
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Why, then, did he treat? 

I beg the attention of the House to this point. 

He treated " because the unequivocal sense of the people of 
England was declared to be in favor of a negotiation." 

The right honorable gentleman, therefore, confesses the 
truth that in 1797 the people were for peace. I thought so 
at the time, but you all recollect that when I stated it in my 
place it was denied. 

" True,'^ ministers said, " you have procured petitions, but 
we have petitions also. We all know in what strange ways 
petitions may be procured and how little they deserve to be 
considered as the sensfe of the people.*' 

This was their language at the time; but now we find these 
petitions did speak the sense of the people, and that it was on 
this side of the House only the sense of the people was spoken. 
The majority spoke a contrary language! 

It hence follows that the unequivocal sense of the people of 
England may be spoken by the minority of this House, and 
that it is not always by the test of numbers that an hones, 
decision is to be ascertained. This House decided against 
what the right honorable gentleman knew to be the sense of 
the country; but he himself acted upon that sense against the 
vote of Parliament. 

The negotiation in 1796 went oflF, as my honorable and 
learned friend [Mr. Erskine] has said, upon the question of 
Belgium; or, as the right honorable gentleman asserts, upon 
a question of principle. He negotiated to please the people, 
but it was defeated on account of a " monstrous principle 
advanced by France, incompatible with all negotiation." 

This is now said. Did the right honorable gentleman say 
80 at the time? Did he fairly and candidly inform the people 
of England that they broke oS the negotiation because the 
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French had urged a basis that it was totally impossible for 
England at any time to grant? 

"No such thing. On the contrary, when the negotiation 
broke off, they [the ministiy] published a manifesto " renew- 
ing^ in the face of Europe, the solemn declaration that 
whenever the enemy should be disposed to enter on the. work 
of a general pacification in a spirit of conciliation and equity^i 
nothing should be wanting on their part to contribute to the 
accomplishment of that great object*' And, accordingly, in 
the y^ar 1797, notwithstanding this " incompatible principle,'* 
and with all the enormities of the French on their heads, they 
opened a new negotiation at Lisle. 

They did not wait for any retraction of this incompatible 
principle; they did not wait even till overtures were made to 
them; but they solicited and renewed a negotiation themselves. 

I do not blame them for this, sir; I say only that it is an 
argument against the assertion of an '^ incompatible principle." 
It is a proof that they did not then think as the right honor- 
able gentleman now says they thought, but that they yielded 
to the sentiments of the nation, who were generally inclined 
to peace, against their own judgment; and, from a motive 
which I. shall come to presently, they had no hesitation, on 
account of the first rupture, to renew the negotiation. 

It was renewed at lisle; and this the French broke off", 
after the Eevolution at Paris on the 4th of September, 1797. 
What was the conduct of ministers upon this occasion? One 
would have thought that with the fresh insult at Lisle in their 
minds, with the recollection of their failure the year before 
at Paris, if it had been true that they found an incompatible 
principle they would have talked a warlike language and 
would have announced to their country and to all Europe that 
peace waa not to be obtained; that they must throw away the 
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leabbard and think only of the meaiis of contmning the con- 
test. Ko such thing. 

They put forth a declaration in which they said that they 
flhouM look mth anxious expectation for the moment when the 
government of France should show a disposition and spirit 
corresponding with their own; and renewing before all Europe 
the solemn declaration that at the very moment when the bril- 
liant victory of Lord Doncan might have justified th^n to 
demand more extravagant terms they were wilUng, if the 
calamities of war could be closed, to conclude peace on the 
aame moderate and equitable principles and terms which they 
had before proposed. Such was their declaration upon that 
occasion; and in the discussions which we had upon it in 
Ois House, ministero were expKcit. 

They said that by that negotiation ^bere had been given 
to the world what might be regarded ai an unequivocal test 
of the sincerity and disposition of a government toward peace 
0r against it I\>r those who refuse discussion show that they 
are disinclined to paei&cation ; and it is therefore, they said, 
always to be considered as a test, that the party who refuses 
to negotiate is the party who is disinclined to peace. This 
they themselves set up as the criterion. Try them now, sir, 
by it. An offer is made them. They rashly, and I think 
rudely, refuse it Have they, or have they not, broken their 
own test? 

But Aey say "they have not refused all discussion." They 
have put a ease. They have expressed a wish ior the restora- 
tion of the house ef Bourbon, and have declared that to be an 
event wUeh would immediately remove every obstacle to 
negotiation. Sir, as to the restoration of the house of Bour- 
bon, if it shaH he the wish of the people of France, I, for one^ 
will be perfectly content to acquiesce. I think the people 
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of France, as well as every otKer people, ought to have the 
govemment which they like best, and the form of that govern- 
ment, or the persons who hold it in their hands, should never 
be an obstacle with me to treat with the nation for peace or 
to live with them in amity. 

But as an Englishman, sir, and actuated by English feelings, 
I surely cannot wish for the restoration of the house of Bour- 
bon to the throne of France. I hope that I am not a man to 
bear heavily upon any unfortunate family. I feel for their 
situation; I respect their distresses; but as a friend of England 
I cannot wish for their restoration to the power which they 
abused. I cannot forget that the whole history of the last 
century is little more than an account of the wars and the 
calamities arising from the restless ambition, the intrigues, 
and the perfidy of the house of Bourbon. 

I cannot discover, in any part of the labored defence which 
has been set up for not accepting the offer now made by 
France, any argument to satisfy my mind that ministers 
have not forfeited the test which they held out as infallible 
in 1797. 

An honorable gentleman [Mr. Canning] thinks that Par- 
liament should be eager only to approach the throne with 
declarations of their readiness and resolution to support his 
Majesty in the further prosecution of the war without inquiry; 
and he is delighted with an address, which he has found upon 
the journals, to King William, in which they pledged them- 
selves to support him in his efforts to resist the ambition of 
Louis XIV. He thinks it quite astonishing how much it is 
in point and how perfectly it applies to the present occasion. 

One would have thought, sir, that in order to prove the 
application he would have shown that an offer had been 
respectfully made by the Grand Monarque to King William, 
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lo treaty which he had peremptorily and in very irritating 
terms refused; and that upon this the House of Commons 
had come forward and with one voice declared their deter- 
mination to stand by him with their lives and fortunes in 
prosecuting the just and necessary war. 

Not a word like this; and yet the honorable gentleman finds 
it exactly a parallel case and a model for the House on this 
day to imitate. I really think, sir, he might as well have 
taken any other address upon the journals, upon any other 
topic, as this address to King William. It would have been 
equally in point, and would have equally served to show the 
honorable gentleman's talent for reasoning. 

Sir, I cannot here overlook another instance of this honor- 
able gentleman's candid style of debating and of his respect 
for Parliament. He has found out, it seems, that in former 
periods of our history, and even in periods which have been 
denominated good times, intercepted letters have been pub- 
lished; and he reads from the gazette instances of such 
publication. 

Keally, sir, if the honorable gentleman had pursued the 
profession to which he turned his thoughts when younger, 
ho would have learned that it was necessary to find cases a 
little more apposite. And yet, full of his triumph on this 
notable discovery, he has chosen to indulge himself in speak- 
ing of a most respectable and a most honorable person as any 
that his country knows, and who is possessed of as sound an 
understandiQg as any man that I have the good fortune to be 
acquainted with, in terms the most offensive and disgusting, 
on account of words which he may be supposed to have said 
in another place. 

He has spoken of that noble person, and of his intellect, ia 
UmnB w^hich, were I disposed to retort, I might say show him- 
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self to be pofiBeseed of an intellect which would justify me in 
passing over in silence anything that comes from him. Sir, 
the noble person did not speak of the mere act of publishing 
the intercepted correspondence; and the honorable gentle- 
man's reference to the gazettes of former periods is therefore 
not in point. The noble duke complained of the manner in 
which these intercepted letters had been published, not of the 
fact itself of their publication; for, in the introduction and 
notes to those letters the ribaldry is sijch that they are not 
screened from the execration of every honorable mind even 
bgr their extreme stupidity. 

The honorable gentleman [Mr. Canning] says that he must 
treat with indifference the intellect of a man who can ascribe 
the present scarcity of com to the war. Sir, I think there m 
nothing either absurd or unjust in such an opinion. Does not 
the war neoessarily, by its magazines, and still more by iiB 
expeditions, increase consumption ? But when we learn that 
com is at this very moment sold in France for less than half 
the price which it bears here, is it not fair to suppose thal^ 
but for the war and its prohibitioiis, a part of that grain would 
be brought to this country, on account of tiie high price wUdh 
it would c<mmiand, and that consequently our scarcity would 
be relieved from their abundance ? 

I speak, of course, only upon report; but I see diat tiie 
prices quoted in the French markets are lesB by one half than 
the prices in England. There was nothing, therefore, rerj 
absurd in what fell from tdie noble pearson; and I would reaUj 
aAvise the honoirable gentleman, when he speaks of pera»m 
distinguished for every virtue, to be a Utide more guaided ift 
his language. 

I see no leasGoi why lie and hia friends should not lesr* to 
persons in wnether place, holding ishm aaone opmiaiis m tiuHif 
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selves, the task of answering what may be thrown out there. 
Is not the phalanx sufficient? 

It is no great compliment to their talents, considering their 
number, that they cannot be left to the task of answering the 
few to whom they are opposed; but perhaps the honorable 
gentleman has too little to do in this House and is to be sent 
there himself. In truth I see no reason why even he might 
not be sent, as w^ll as some others who have been raised to 
the peerage. 

But while he continues with us I really think that the 
honorable gentleman will find full employment for all his 
talents in answering the arguments which are urged in this 
House, without employing them in disparaging one of the 
finest understandings in this kingdom. 

And n:ow, sir, to return to the subject of the negotiation in 
1797. It is, in my mind, extremely material to attend to the 
account which the minister gives of his memorable negotiation 
of 1797 and of his motives for entering into it. In all ques- 
tions of peace and war, he says, many circumstances must 
necessarily enter into the consideration; and that they are 
aot to be decided upon by the extremes. The determination 
must be made upon a balance and a comparison of the evils 
or the advantages upon the one side and the other, and that 
one of the greatest considerations is that of finance. 

In 1797 the right honorable gentleman confesses he found 
himself peculiarly embarrassed as to the resources for the war, 
if they were to be found in the old and usual way of the fund- 
ing system. Now, though he thought, upon his balance and 
oompariscm of considerations, that the evils of war would be 
fewer than those of peace, yet they would only be so provided 
that he could establish " a new and solid system of finance " 

the place of the old and exhausted funding system; and to 
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accomplisli this scheme it was necessary to have the trnani- 
mous assent and approbation of the people. To procure 
unanimity, he pretended to be a friend to negotiatioxi, though 
he did not wish for the success of that negotiation, but hoped 
only through that means he should bring the people to agree 
to his new and solid system of finance. I trust I state the 
right honorable gentleman fairly. I am sure that I mean to 
do so. With these views, then, what does he do? Knowing 
that, contrary to his declarations in this House, the opinion 
of the people of England was generally for peace, he enters 
into a nef otiation in which, as the world believed at the time, 
and even until this day, he completely failed. 

No such thing, sir. He completely succeeded! For his 
object was not to gain peace. It was to gain over the people 
of this country to a " new and solid system of finance '^ — that 
iBy to the raising a great part of the supplies within the year, 
to the triple assessment, and to the tax upon income 1 

And how did he gain them over? ' 

By pretending to be a friend of peace, which he was not, 
and by opening a negotiation which he secretly wished might 
not succeed! The right honorable gentleman says that in all 
this he was honest and sincere. 

He negotiated fairly, and would have obtained the peace, 
if the French had shown a disposition correspondent to his 
own; but he rejoiced that their conduct was such as to convince 
the people of England of the necessity of concurring with him 
in the views which he had, and in granting him the supply 
which he thought essential to their posture at the time. Sir, 
I will not say that in all this he was not honest to his own 
purpose, and that he has not been honest in his declarations 
and confessions this night; but I cannot agree that he was 
honest to this House or honest to the people of this country. 
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To this House it was not honest to make them counteract the 
sense of the people as he knew it to be expressed in the 
petitions upon the table, nor was it honest to the country to 
act in a disguise, and to pursue a secret purpose unknown to 
them, while affecting to take the road which they pointed 
out. 

I know not whether this may not be honesty in the political 
ethics of the right honorable gentleman; but I know that it 
would be called by a very different name in the common 
transactions of society, and in the rules of morality established 
in private life. 

I know of nothing in the history of this country that it 
resembles, except, perhaps, one of the most profligate periods 
— the reign of Charles II, when the sale of Dunkirk might 
probably have been justified by the same pretence. That 
monarch also declared war against France, and did it to cover 
a negotiation by which, in his difiiculties, he was to gain a 
" solid system of finance/' 

But, sir, I meet the right honorable gentleman on his own: 
ground. I say that you ought to treat on the same principle 
on which you treated in 1797, in order to gain the cordial 
co-operation of the people. We want " experience and the 
evidence of facts.'* Can there be any evidence of facts equal 
to that of a frank, open, and candid negotiation. 

Let us see whether Bonaparte will display the same temper 
as his predeeessora. n he shall do so, then you will confirm 
the people of England in their opinion of tlie necessity of 
continuing the war, and you will revive all the vigor which 
you roused in 1797. Or will you not do this until you have 
a reverse of fortune? Will you never treat but when you are 
in a situation of distress and when you have occasion to impose 
on the people? 
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But you say you have not refused to treat. You idve 
stated a case in which you will be ready immediately to enter 
into a negotiation, namely, the restoration of the house of 
Bourbon. But you deny that this is a sine qua rum; and in 
your nonsensical language, which I do not imderstand, you 
talk of ^^ limited possibilities '' which may induce you to treat 
without the restoration of the house of Bourbon. But do you 
state what they are ? N'ow, sir, I say that if you put one case 
upon which you declare that you are willing to treat immedi- 
ately, and say that there are other possible cases which may 
induce you to treat hereafter, without mentioning what these 
possible cases are, you do state a sine qua non of immediate 
treaty. 

Suppose that I have an estate to seU, and I say my demand 
is £1,000 for it. For that sum I will sell the estate iomiedi- 
ately. To be sure, there may be other terms upon which I 
may be willing to part with it; but I mention nothing of thenu 
The £1,000 is the onlj condition that I state at the time. 
Will any gentleman assert that I do not make the £1,000 the 
sine qua non of the immediate sale? 

Thus you say the restoration of the Bourbons is not the onlj 
possible ground ; but you give no other. This is your project 
Do you demand a counter project? Do you follow your own 
rule? Do you not do the thing of which you complained in 
the enemy? You seemed to be afraid of receiving another 
psroposition; and, by confining yourselves to this one point, 
you make it in fact, though not in terms, your sine qua, non^ 

But the right honorable gentleman, in his speech, does what 
the official note avoids. He finds there the convenient words, 
^ experience and the evidence of f acts.^' Upcwi these he goee 
into detail; and in order to convince the House that new evt 
dence i^ required he reverts to all the earliest aotai and criiaM 
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of the Bevolutioii; to all the atrocities of all the governments 
that have passed away; aad he contends that he must have 
experience that these foul crimes are repented of, and that 
a purer and a better system is adopted in France^ by which 
he may be sure that they will be capable of maiTit>ainiTig the 
relations of peace and amity. 

Sir, these axe not conciliatory words ; nor is this a practicable 
ground to gain CKperience. Does he think it possible that 
evidence of a peaceable demeanor can be obtained in war? 
What does he mean to say to the French consul? " Until you 
shall, in war, behave yourself in a peaceable manner, I will 
not treat with you ! " 

Is there not in this something extremely ridiculous? In 
duels, indeed, we have often heard of such language. Two 
gentlemen go out and fight, when, having discharged their 
pistols at one another, it is not unusual for one of them to say 
to the other, ^^ ITow I am satisfied. I see that you are a num 
of honor, and we are friends again." There is something, 
by the by, ridiculous even here. 

But between nations it is more than ridiculous. It is cnm- 
inal. It is a ground which no principle can justify, and which 
is as impracticable as it is impious. That two nations should 
be set on to beat one another into friendship is too abominable 
even for the fiction of romance; but for a statesman serioudy 
and gravely to lay it down as a system upon which he bmabs 
to act is monstrous. What can we say of such a test as he 
means to put the French govemmeBxt to^ but that it is hope- 
less? It is in the nature of war to inflame animosity; to 
exasperate, not to soot^; to widen, not to approximat»» So 
Ifiilg as this is to be acted upon, I say it is in vain to hioigQ 
tiwt we can have the evidence which we raquise. 

The -ag^t hommble ^{entl^nan, however, thimb oikherwise; 
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and lie points out four distinct possible cases^ besides the 
re-establishment of the Bourbon family, in which he would 
agree to treat with the French. 

^' If Bonaparte shall conduct himself so as to convince him 
that he has abandoned the principles which were objectionable 
in his predecessors, and that he will be actuated by a more 
moderate system." I ask you, sir, if this is likely to be ascer- 
tained in war? It is the nature of war not to. allay, but to 
inflame the passions; and it is not by the invective and abuse 
which have been thrown upon him and his government, nor 
by the continued irritations which war is sure to give, that 
the virtues of moderation and forbearance are to be nourished. 

" If, contrary to the expectations of ministers, the people 
of France shall show a disposition to acquiesce in the govern- 
ment of Bonaparte." Does the right honorable gentleman 
mean to say that because it is a usurpation on the part of the 
present chief that therefore the people are not likely to 
acquiesce in it? I have not time, sir, to discuss the question of 
this usurpation, or whether it is likely to be permanent; but I 
certainly have not so good an opinion of the French, nor of 
any people, as to believe that it will be short-lived merely 
because it was a usurpation and because it is a system of 
military despotism. Cromwell was a usurper; and in many 
points there may be found a resemblance between him and the 
present Chief Consul of France. There is no doubt but that, 
on several occasionB of his life, Cromwell's sincerity may be 
questioned, particularly in his self-denying ordinance, in his 
affected piety, and other things; but would it not have been 
insanity in France and Spain to refuse to treat with him 
because he was a usurper or wanted candor? No, sir, these 
are not the maxims by which governments are actuated. 
They do not inquire so much into the means by which power 
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may Have l)een acquired as into the fact of where the power 
TCfiides. The people did acquiesce in the government of 
Cromwell. But it may be said that the splendor of 
his talents, the vigor of his administration, the high tone 
with which he spoke to foreign nations, the success of 
his arms, and the character which he gave to the Eng- 
lish name, induced the nation to acquiesce in his usur- 
pation; and that we must not try Bonaparte by his ex- 
ample. Will it be said that Bonaparte is not a man 
of great abilities? Will it be said that he Las not^ by 
his victories, thrown a splendor over even the violence of the 
Revolution, and that he does not conciliate the French people 
by the high and lofty tone in which he speaks to foreign 
nations? Are not the French, then, as likely as the English 
in the case of Cromwell to acquiesce in his government? 

If they should do so, the right honorable gentleman may 
find that this possible predicament may fail him. He may 
find that though one power may make war it r^quir^ two 
to make peace. He may find that Bonaparte was as insincere 
as himself in the proposLn which he made; and in his turn 
he may come forward and say: 

" I have no occasion now for concealment. It is true that, 
in the beginning of the year 1800, I offered to treat, not 
because I wished for peace, but because the people of France 
wished for it; and besides, my old resources being exhausted, 
and there being no means of carrying on the war without ^ a 
new and solid system of finance,^ I pretended to treat, because 
I wished to procure the unanimous assent of the French people 
to this * new and solid system of finance.' Did you think I 
was in earnest? You were deceived. I now throw off the 
mask. I have gained my point, aad 1 reject your offers with 
scorn." 
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Is it not a very possible case that he may use this language? 
Is it not within the right honorable gentl^nan's knowledge of 
human nature? 

But even if this should not be the case, will not the veiy teat 
which you require, the acquiescence of the people of France 
in his^govemment, give him an adyantage-giound in the nego- 
tiation which he does not now possess? Is it quite sure tfaat 
when he find himself safe in his seat he will treat on the saittd 
terms as at present, and that you will get a better peace scmie 
time hence than you might reasonably hope to obtain at this 
moment? Will he not have one interest less to do it? and do 
you not overlook a f arorable occasion for a chance which, is 
exceedingly doubtful? 'These are the considerations which I 
would urge to his Majesty's ministers against the dangeii^nxs 
experiment of waiting for the acquiescence of the people of 
France. 

^' If the allies of this country shall be less successful than 
they have every xeason to expect they will be, in stirring up 
ike people of Franee against Bonaparte and in the further 
prosecution of the war." And, 

^^ If the pressure of the war should be heavier upon us than 
it would be convenient for us to continue to bear." These are 
the otiier two possible emergencies in which the right honor- 
able gentleman would treat even with Bonaparte. Sir, I have 
often blamed the right honorable gentl^oan for being dk- 
ingenuous and insincere. On the present occasion I certainly 
cannot charge him with any screh thing. He has made 
to-night a most honest confession. iQe is open. and candid. 
He tells Bonaparte faixiy what helara txxezpeet. 

^^Xmiean," says he, ^^ to do ereiytiiingiin my povmr to ntse 
up the people of France against you; J iiaaYeoengagefl a mazb 
ber of allies, and our combined efforts shall be used to 
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insurrection and civil war in France. I will strive to murder 
you or to get you sent away. If I succeed, well; but if I 
fail, then I will treat with you. My resources being 
exhausted; even my * soKd system of finance ' having failed 
to supply me with the means of keeping together my allies, 
and of feeding the discontents I have excited in France; then 
you may expect to see me renounce my high tone, my attach- 
ment to the house of Bourbon, my abhorrence of your crimes, 
my alarm at your principles; for then I shall be ready to own 
that, on the balance and comparison of circumstances, there 
will be less danger in concluding a peace than in the continu- 
ance of war! '' Is this political language for one state to 
hold to another? And what sort of peace does the right hon- 
orable gentleman expect to receive in that case? Does he 
think that Bonaparte would grant to baffled insolence, to 
humiliated pride, to disappointment and to imbecility, the 
same terms which he would be ready to give now? The right 
honorable gentleman cannot have forgotten what he said on 
another occasion, 

" Potuit quas plurima virtus 
Esse, fuit. Toto certatam est corpore regni." * 

He would then have to repeat his words, but with a different 
q^plieation. He would have to say, " All our efforts are vain. 
.We have exhausted our strength. Our designs are impracti- 
cable, and we must sue to you for peace.'* 

Sir, what is the question to-night? We are called upon to 
support ministers in refusing a frank, candid, and respectful 
offer of negotiation, and to countenance them in continuing 
the war. Now I would put the question in another way, 

^ S«e VIrgtI's ** JBaelA," book xi, line 8t3. The words are those of the 
Latin Una in relation to his war with ^neas: 

^' Valor has done its utmost: we hare fought 
With the embodied force of all the realm! " 
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Suppose that ministers had been inclined to adopt the line of 
conduct which they pursued in 1796 and 1797, and that 
to-night, instead of a question on a war address, it had been 
an address to his Majesty to thank him for accepting the over- 
ture, and for opening a negotiation to treat for peace : I ask the 
gentlemen opposite; I appeal to the whole five hundred and 
fifty-eight representatives of the people to lay their hands 
upon their hearts and to say whether they would not have 
cordially voted for such an address. Would they, or would 
they not? 

Yes, sir, if the address had breathed a spirit of peace, your 
benches would have resounded with rejoicings, and with 
praises of a measure that was likely to bring back the blessings 
of tranquillity. On the present occasion, then, I ask for the 
vote of no gentlemen but of those who, in the secret confession 
of their conscience, admit at this instant, while they hear me, 
that they would have cheerfully and heartily voted with the 
minister for an address directly the reverse of the one 
proposed. 

If every such gentleman were to vote with me, I should be 
this night in the greatest majority that ever I had the honor 
to vote with in this House. I do not know that the right 
honorable gentleman would find, even on the benches around 
him, a single individual who would not vote with me. I am 
sure he would not find many. I do not know that in this 
House I could single out the individual who would think him- 
self bound by consistency to vote against the right honorable 
gentleman on an address for negotiation. 

There may be some, but they are very few. I do know, 
indeed, one most honorable man in another place, whose purity 
and integrity I respect, though I lament the opinion he has 
formed on this subject, who would think himself bound, from 
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the xinif onn consistency of his life, to vote against an address 
for negotiation. 

Earl Fitzwilliam would, I verily believe, do so. He would 
feel himself bound, from the previous votes he has given, to 
declare his objection to all treaty. 

But I own I do not know more in either House of Parlia- 
ment. There may be others, but I do not know them. 

What, then, is the House of Commons come to, when, not- 
withstanding their support given to the right honorable gentle- 
man in 1796 and 1797, on his entering into negotiation; 
notwithstanding their inward conviction that they would vote 
with him this moment for the same measure; who, after 
supporting the minister in his negotiation for a solid system 
of finance, can now bring themselves to countenance his 
abandonment of the ground he took and to support him in 
refusing all negotiations! What will be said of gentlemen 
who shall vote in this way and yet feel, in their consciences, 
that they would have, with infinitely more readiness, voted the 
other? 

Sir, we have heard to-night a great many most acrimonious 
invectives against Bonaparte, against all the course of his 
conduct, and against the unprincipled manner in which he 
seized upon the reins of government. I vnll not make his 
defence. I think all this sort of invective, which is used only 
to inflame the paBsions of this House and of the country, 
exceedingly ill-timed, and very impolitic. 

But I say I will not make his defence. I am not suf- 
ficiently in possession of materials upon which to form an 
opinion on the character and conduct of this extraordinary 
man. On his arrival in France he found the government in 
a very unsettled state, and the whole aflfairs of the Republic 
deranged, crippled, and involved. He thought it necessary 
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to reform the government; and he did reform it, juBt in tliel 
way in which a military man may be expected to carry on « 
reform. He seized on the whole authority for himfielf. It 
will not be expected from me that I should either approve or 
apologize for such an act. 

I am certainly not for reforming governments by such 
expedients; but how this House can be so violently indignant 
at the idea of military despotism is, I own, a little singular, 
when I see the composure with which they can observe it 
nearer home; nay, when I see them regard it as a frame of 
government most peculiarly suited to the exercise of free 
opinion on a subject the most important of any that can 
engage the attention of a people. 

Was it not the system which was so happily and so advan- 
tageously established of late all over Ireland, and which even 
now the government may at its pleasure proclaim over the 
whole of that kingdom? Are not the persons and property 
of the people left in many districts, at this moment, to the 
entire will of military commanders? and is not this held out 
■as peculiarly proper and advantageous at a time when the 
people of Ireland aro freely, and with unbiased judgments, to 
discuss the most interesting question of a legislative union? 
Notwithstanding the existence of martial law, so far do we 
think Ireland from being enslaved that we presume it pre- 
cisely the period and the circumstances under which she may 
best declare her free opinion! Now, really, sir, I cannot 
think that gentlemen who talk in this way about Ireland can 
with a good grace rail at military despotism in France. 

But it seems "Bonaparte has broken his oaths. He has 
violated his oath of fidelity to the constitution of the third 
y«ar." 

Sir, I am not one of those who hold that any such oaths 
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ought cnrer to be exacted. They are seldom or nevw of anj 
effect; and I am not for sporting with a thing so sacred as an 
oath. I think it would be good to lay aside all such oathSb 
Who ever heard that in revolutions the oath of fidelity to 
the former government was ever regarded, or even that when 
violated it was imputed to the persons as a crime? 

In times of revolution, men who take up arms are ealled 
rebels. If they fail, they are adjudged to be traitors; but who 
before ever heard of their being perjured? On the restotration 
of King Charles 11, those who had taken up arms for thd' 
Commonwealth were stigmatized as rebels and traitors, but not 
as men forsworn. Was the Earl of Devonahire charged with. 
\ming perjured on aocount of the allegiance he had sworn t» 
the house of Stuart and the part he took in those struggles 
which preceded and brought about the Bevolution? 

The violation of oaths of allegiance was never imputed to 
the people of England and will never be imputed to any 
people. But who brings up the question of oaths? He wh» 
Btiivee to make twenty-four millions of persons violate th» 
oaths they have taken to their piresent comttitution^ and wha 
desires to re-establish the house of Bourbon by such violati(»k 
of their vowa I put it so, sir, because, if the question of 
oaths be of the least oofosequenoe it is equal <m both sides! 
He who desires the wfaode people of France to perjure themr 
SAlres, and who hopes- for suocesa in his project only upoA 
their doing so, surdy cannot make it a diarge against Bonar 
parte that he haB done the«amel 

. ^* Ahl but Bonaparte has declared it^ as his opinion that 
the two governments of Great Britain and of France cannot; 
codst t<>gether. After the treatyof Campo Fonnio he sent twe^ 
confidential persons^ BeoEtiiier and Mon^, to the Direelory/ 
to 81^ 80 ill hia naima" Well^ and what is there in thia 
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absurd and puerile assertion, if it were ever made? Has not 
the right honorable gentleman, in this House, said the same 
thing? 

In this, at least, they resemble one another 1 They have 
both made use of this assertion; and I believe that these two 
illustrious persons are the only two on earth who think it I 

But let us turn the tables. We ought to put ourselves at 
times in the place of the enemy, if we are desirous of really 
examining with candor and fairness the dispute between us. 
How may they not interpret the speeches of ministers and 
their friends in both Houses of the British Parliament? If 
we are to be told of the idle speech of Berthier and Monge, 
may they not also bring up speeches in which it has not been 
merely hinted, but broadly asserted, that " the two constitu- 
tions of England and France could not exist together? " 

May not these offences and charges be reciprocated without 
end? Are we ever to go on in this miserable squabble about 
words? Are we still, as we happen to be successful on the 
one side or the other, to bring up these impotent accusations^ 
insults, and- provocations against each other; and only when 
we are beaten and unfortunate, to think of treating? Oh I 
pity the condition of man, gracious God! and save us from 
such a system of malevolence in which all our old and 
venerated prejudices are to be done away, and by which we 
are to be taught to consider war as the natural state of man^ 
and peace but as a dangerous and difficult extremity! 

Sir, this temper must be corrected. It is a diabolical spirit, 
and would lead to an interminable war. Our history is full of 
instances that where we have overlooked a proffered occasion to 
treat we have uniformly suffered by delay. At what time 
did we ever profit by obstinately persevering in war? We 
accepted at Ryswick ,^he tenps we had refused five years 
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before, and the same peace which was concluded at Utrecht 
might have been obtained at Gertruydenberg; and as to 
security from the future machinations or ambition of the 
French I ask you what security you ever had or could have. 
Did the different treaties made with Louis XIV serve to tie 
up his hands, to restrain his ambition, or to stifle his restless 
spirit? At what time, in old or in recent periods, could you 
safely repose on the honor, forbearance, and moderation of 
the French government? Was there ever an idea of refusing 
to treat because the peace might be afterward inscuref 

The peace of 1763 was not accompanied with securities; and 
it was no sooner made than the French court b^an, as usual, 
its intrigues. 'And what security did the right honorable 
gentleman exact at the peace of 1783, in which he was 
engaged? Were we rendered secure by that peace? The 
right honorable gentleman knows well that, soon after that 
peace, the French formed a plan, in conjunction with the 
Dutch, of attacking our India possessions, of raising up the 
native powers against us, and of driving us out of India; as 
they were more recently desirous of doing, only with this dif- 
ference, that the cabinet of France formerly entered into this 
project in a moment of profound peace and when they con- 
ceived us to be lulled into a perfect security. 

After making the peace of 1783 the right honorable gen- 
tleman and his friends went out, and I, among others, came 
into office. Suppose, sir, that we had taken up the jealousy 
apon which the right honorable gentleman now acts, and had 
^refused to ratify the peace which he had made. 

Suppose that we had said — No! France is acting a per- 
fidious part; we see no security for England in this treaty; 
they want only a respite, in order to attack us again in an 
important part of our dominions, and we ought not to con- 
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finn tlie treaty. I ask yon, would the right honorable gen* 
tleman have supported us in this refusal? I say that upon hiB 
present reasoning he ought. 

But I put it fairly to him, would he have supported us in. 
refusing to ratify the treaty upon such a pretence? He cer- 
tainly ought not, and I am sure he would not; but the course 
of reasoning which he now assumes would have justified his 
taking such a ground. On the contrary, I am persuaded that 
he would have said, " This security is a refinement upon jeal- 
ousy. You have security, the only security that you can ever 
expect to get It is the present interest of France to make 
peace. She will keep it if it be her interest. She will break 
it if it be her interest. Such is the state of nations; and you 
have nothing but your own vigilance for your security.'' 

" It is not the interest of Bonaparte," it seems, " sincerely to 
enter into a negotiation, or, if he should even make peace, sin- 
cerely to keep it." But how are we to decide upon his 
mncerity? By refusing to treat with him? Surely, if we 
mean to discover his siacerity, we ought to hear the Tprop- 
ositions which he desires to make. 

" But peace would be unfriendly to his system of military 
despotism." Sir, I hear a great deal about the shortrHved 
nature of military despotism. I wish the histoiy of the world 
would bear gentlemen out in this description of it. Was 
not the government erected by Augustus CsBsar a military 
despotism ? and yet it endured for six or seven hundred years. 
Military despotism, unfortunately, is too likely in its nature 
to be permanent, and it is not true that it depends on the 
life of the first usurper. 

Though half of the Soman emperors were murdered^ yet 
the military despotism went on; and so it would be^ I fear, in 
France. If Bonaparte should disappear from the scaie, to 
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make room, perhaps^ for a Berthier or any other general^ 
what difieronce would that make in the quality of French 
despotism or in our relation to the country? We may as 
safely treat with a Bonaparte, or with any of his successors, 
be they whom they may, as we could with a Louis XYI, a 
Louis XVii, or a Louis XYIII. There is no difference but 
in the name. Where the power essentially resides^ thither we 
ought to go for peace. 

But, sir, if we are to reason on the fact, I should think that 
it is the interest of Bonaparte to make peace. A lover of 
military glory, as that general must necessarily be, may he 
not think that his measure of glory is full; and it may be 
tarnished by a reverse of fortune and can hardly be increased 
by any new laurels? He must feel that in the situation to 
which he is now raised he can no longer depend on his own 
fortune, his own genius, and his own talents, for a continu- 
ance of his success. He must be under the necessity of 
employing other generals, whose nnsconduct or incapLty 
might endanger his power, or whose triumphs even might 
affect the interest which he holds in the opinion of the French. 

Peace, then, would secure to him what he has achieved and 
fix the inconstancy of fortune. But this will not he his only 
motive. He must see that France also requires a respite — 
a breathing interval, to recruit her wasted strength. 

To procure her this respite would be, perhaps, the attaiur 
ment of more solid glory, as well as the means of acquiring 
more solid power, than anything which he can hope to gain 
from arms and from the proudest triumphs. 'May he not, 
then, be zealous to secure this fame, the only species of fame, 
perhaps, that is worth acquiring? Nay, granting that his soul 
may still bum with the thirst of military exploits^ is it not 
likely that he is disposed to yield to the feelings of the French 
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people and to consolidate his power by consulting their inter- 
ests? 

I have a right to argue in this way when suppositions of 
his insincerity are reasoned upon on the other side. Sir^ these 
aspersions are, in truth, always idle and even mischievous, 
I have been too long accustomed to hear imputations and cal- 
umnies thrown out upon great and honorable characters^ to 
be much influenced by them. My honorable and learned 
friend [Mr. Erskine] has paid this night a most just, deserved, 
and eloquent tribute of applause to the memory of that great 
and unparalleled character who is so recently lost to the world. 

I must, like him, beg leave to dwell a moment on the ven- 
erable George Washington, though I know that it is impos- 
sible for me to bestow anything like adequate praise on a char- 
acter which gave us, more than any other human being, the 
example of a perfect man; yet, good, great, and unexampled 
as General Washington was, I can remember the time when 
he was not better spoken of in this House than Bonaparte is 
at present. 

The right honorable gentleman who opened this debate 
[Mr. Dundas] may remember in what terms of disdain, of 
virulence, even of contempt. General Washington was spoken 
of by gentlemen on that side of the House. Does he not rec- 
ollect with what marks of indignation any member was stig- 
matized as an enemy to his country who mentioned with com- 
mon respect the name of General Washington? 

If a negotiation had then been proposed to be opened with 
that great man, what would have been said? Would you treat 
with a rebel, a traitor! What an example would you not give 
by such an actl I do not know whether the right honorable 
gentleman may not yet possess some of his old prejudices on 3 
the subject. 
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T hope not: I hope by this time we are all convinced that 
a republican government, like that of America, may exist 
without danger or injury to social order or to established mon- 
archies. They have happily shown that they can maintain 
the relations of peace and amity with other states. They 
have shown, too, that they are alive to the feelings of honor; 
but they do not lose sight of plain good sense and discretion. 
They have not refused to negotiate with the French, and 
they have accordingly the hopes of a speedy termination of 
every difference. We cry up their conduct, but we do not 
imitate it. 

At the b^inning of the struggle we were told that the 
French were setting up a set of wild and impracticable the- 
ories, and that we ought not to be misled by them; that they 
were phantoms with which we could not grapple. 

Now we are told that we must not treat, because, out of the 
lottery, Bonaparte has drawn such a prize as military despot- 
ism. Is military despotism a theory? One would think that 
that is one of the practical things which ministers might under- 
stand, and to which they would have no particular objection. 
But what is our present conduct founded on but a theory, and 
that a most wild and ridiculous theory? 

For what are we fighting? Not for a principle; not for 
security; not for conquest; but merely for an experiment and a 
speculation, to discover whether a gentleman at Paris may 
not turn out a better man than we now take him to be. 

My honorable friend [Mr. Erskine] has been censured for 
an opinion which he gave, and I think justly, that the change 
of property in France since the Revolution must form an 
almost insurmountable barrier to the return of the ancient 
proprietors. 
[, "No such thing," says the right honorable gentleman, 
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^^ nadimg can be more easy. Property k depreciated to Bucfa! 
a rate that the purchaaers would easily be brought to restore 
the estates." 

I think differently. It is the character of every such oon- 
vukion as that which has ravaged France that an infinite aad 
undescribuhle load of misery is inflicted upon private hm- 
ilies. The heart sickens at the recital of the sorrows whidsi it 
engenders. 

The Revolution did not imply, though it may have occa- 
sioned, a total change of property; the restoration of the Bour- 
bons does imply it; and such is the difference. There is no 
doubt but that if the noble families had foreseen the duration 
and the extent of the evils which were to fall upon their heads, 
they would have taken a very different line of conduct; but 
they unfortunately flew from their country. 

The Eing and his advisers sought foreign aid, and a con- 
federacy was formed to restore them by military force. As 
a means of resisting this combination the estates of the fugi- 
tives were confiscated and sold. However compassion nur^ 
deplore their case, it cannot be said that the thing is unpre- 
cedented. The people have always resorted to such means of 
defence. 

Now the question is, how this property is to be got out of 
their hands. If it be true, as I have heard it said^ that liie 
purchasers of national and forfeited estates amount to cue 
mniion and a half of persons, I see no hopes of their beiug 
forced to deliver up their property; nor do I even know that 
they ought. I doubt whether it would be the means of 
lestoring tranquillity and order to a country, to attranpt to 
divest a body of one million and a half of xohabitantB, in ondBr 
to reinstate a much smaller body. I question the policy, e^en 
if the thing were practicable; but I assert that suck a body of 
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new proprietors forms an msonuouiitable barrier to the res- 
toration of the jmcient order of things. Never was a revolu- 
tijon consolidated by a pledge so strong. 

But, as if this were not of itself sufficient, Lonis XVIII, 
from his retirement at Mittau, pTit» forth a manifesto in 
which he assnree the friends of his house that he is about to 
come back with all the powers that formerly belonged to his 
family. He does not promise to the people a constitution 
which might tend to conciliate their hearts; but, stating that 
he is to come with all the old regime, they would naturally 
attach to it its proper appendages of hastilleSy Uttres de cachet^ 
gabelUy etc.; and the noUesse, for whom this proclamation was 
pecidiarly conceived, would also naturally feel that if the 
monarch was to be restored to all his privileges they surely 
were to be reinstated in their estates without a compensation 
to the puarchasers. Is this likely to make the people wiab for 
the restoration of royalty ? I have no doubt but there may 
be a number of Ohouans in France, though I am persuaded 
that little dependence is to be placed on their efforts. There 
may be a number o£ people dispersed over France, and partic- 
ukrly in certain provinces, who may retain a degree of 
attachment to royalty; how the government will contrive to 
compromise with that i^>irit I know not 

I suspect, however, that Bonaparte will try. His efforts 
have been already turned to that object; and, if we may 
believe report, he has sueeeeded to a considerable degree* He 
will naturally call to his recollection the precedent which the 
history of France itself will furnish. 

The once formidable insurrection of the Hugu^iots was 
completely stifled, and the party conciliated, by the policy of 
Henry lY, who gave them such privileges, and raised t^em 
sa hi^ in the government, as to make some persons appre- 
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hend danger therefrom to the unity of the empire. Nor will 
the French be likely to forget the revocation of the edict; one 
of the memorable acts of the house of Bourbon, which was 
nevOT surpassed in atrocity, injustice, and impolicy by any- 
thing that has disgraced Jacobinism. 

If Bonaparte shall attempt with the Chouans some similar 
arrangement to that of Henry IV, who will say that he is 
likely to fail? He will meet with no great obstacle to suc- 
cess from the influence which our ministeirs have established 
with the chiefs, or in the attachment and dependence which 
they have on our protection. For what has the right honor- 
able gentleman told them, in stating the contingencies in 
which he will treat with Bonaparte? He will excite a rebel- 
lion in Franca He will give support to the Chouans, if they 
can stand their ground; but he will not make common cause 
with them; for, unices they can depose Bonaparte,. send him 
into banishment, or execute him, he wiU abandon the 
Chouans and treat with this very man whom at the same 
time he describee as holding the reins and vdelding the pow- 
ers of France for purposes of unexampled barbarity. 

Sir, I wish the atrocities of which we hear so much, and 
which I abhor as much as any man were indeed unex- 
ampled. I fear that they do not belong exclusively to the 
French. When the right honorable gentleman speaks of the 
extraordinary successes of the last campaign, he does not men- 
tion the horrors by which some of these successes were accom- 
panied. Naples, for instance, has been, among others, what 
is called " delivered " ; and yet, if I am rightly informed, it 
has been stained and polluted by murders so ferocious, and 
by cruelties of every kind so abhorrent, that the heart shud- 
ders at the recital. 

It has been said, not only that the miserable victims of the 
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tage and brutality of the fanatics were savagely murdered, 
but that in many instanoes their flesh was eaten and devoured 
by the cannibals who are the advocates and the instruments 
of social order! 

Nay, England is not totally exempt from reproach, if the 
rumors which are circulated be true. I will mention a fact, 
to give ministers the opportunity, if it be false, to wipe away 
the stain that it must othetrwise affix on the British name. It 
is said that a party of the republican inhabitants of iN'aples 
took shelter in the fortress of the Castel de TJovo. 

They were besieged by a detachment from the royal army, 
to whom they refused to surrender; but demanded that a 
British officer should be brought forward, and to him thef 
capitulated. They made terms with hJTn under the sanction 
of the British niame. It was agreed that their persons and 
property should be safe, and that they diould be conveyed to 
Toulon. They were accordingly put on board a vessel; but, 
before they sailed, their property was confiscated, numbers 
of them taken out, thrown into dungeons, and some of them, 
I understand, notwithstanding the British guarantee, actually 
executed. 

Where then, sir, is this war, which on every side is preg- 
nant with such horrors, to be carried? Where is it to stop? 
Not till we establish the house of Bourbon 1 And this you 
cheridi the hope of doing because you have had a successful 
campaign. Why, sir, before this you have had a successful 
campaign. The situation of the allies, with all they have 
gained, is surely not to be compared now to what it was 
when you had taken Valenciennes, Quesnoy, Cond6, etc., 
which induced some gentlemen in this House to prepare 
themselves for a march to Paris. With all that you have 
you surely will not say that the prospect is brighter 
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now than it was then. "What have you gained but the recov- 
ery of a part of what you before lost? 

One campaign is successful to you; another to them; and 
in this way, animated by the vindictive passions of revenge, 
hatred, and rancor, which are infinitely more flagitious, even, 
than th.ose of ambition and the thirst of power, you may go 
on forever; as, with such black incentives, I see no end to 
human misery. 

And all this without an intelligible motive. All this 
because you may gain a better peace a year or two hence ! 
So that we are called upon to go on merely as a speculation. 
We must keep Bonaparte for some time longer at war, as a 
state of probation. 

Gracious God, sir! is war a state of probation? Is peace 
a rash system? Is it dangerous for nations to live in amity 
with each other? Are your vigilance, your policy, your com- 
mon powers of observation, to be extinguished by putting 
an end to the horrors of war? Cannot this state of proba- 
tion be as well undergone without adding to the catalogue of 
human eufierings? ^^ But we must pause! '' 

What! must the bowels of Great Britain be torn out — her 
best blood be spilled — her treasure wasted — that you may 
make an experiment? Put yourselves, oh! that you would 
put yourselves in the fleld of battle and learn to judge of the 
sort of horrors that you excite! 

In former wars a man might, at least, have some feeling, 
some interest, that served to balance in his mind the impree- 
dons which a scene of carnage and of death must inflict If 
a man had been present at the battle of Blenheim, for instance, 
and had inquired the motive of the battle, there was not a 
soldier engaged who could not have satisfied his curiosity and 
even, perhaps, allayed his feeUngs.- They were fighting, they 
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kneW; to repreee tlie uncontrolled ambition of the Grand Mon- 
arch. But if a man were present now at a field of slaugkter, 
and were to inquire for what they were fighting — "Fight- 
ing! '' would be the answer; "they are not fighting; they are 
pausing/' 

" Why is that man expiring? Why is that other writhing 
with agony? What means this implacable fury? " 

The answer must be, " You are quite wrong, sir, you deceive 
yourself — they are not fighting — do not disturb them — 
they are merely pausing! This man is not expiring with 
agony — ^that man is not dead — ^he is only pausing! 
Lord help you, sir! they are not angry with one another; 
they have now no cause of quarrel; but their country thinks 
that there should be a pause. All that you see, sir, is noth- 
ing like fighting — there is no harm, nor cruelty, nor blood- 
shed in it whatever: it is nothing more than a political pause! 
It is merely to try an experiment — to see whether Bona- 
parte will not behave himseK better than heretofore; and in 
the meantime we have agreed to a pause, in pure friendship! '' 

And is this the way, sir, that you are to show yourselves 
the advocates of order? You take up a system calculated to 
uncivilize the world — to destroy order — -to trample on re- 
ligion — ^to stifle in the hearty not merely the generosity of 
noble sentiment, but the affections of social nature; and in 
the prosecution of this system you spread terror and devasta- 
tion all aroimd you. 

Sir, I have done. I have told you my opinion. I think 
you ought to have giv^i a civil, clear, and explicit answer to 
the overture which was fairly and handsomely made you. If 
you were desirous that the negotiation should have included 
all your allies, as the means of bringing about a general peace^ 
you should have told Bonaparte so. But I believe you were 
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afraid of liis agreeing to the proposal. You took that method 
before. 

Aye, but you say the people were anxious for peace in 

1797. I say they are friends to peace now; and I am confident 
that you will one day acknowledge it. Believe me, they are 
friends to peace; although by the laws which you have made, 
restraining the expression of the sense of the people, public 
opinion cannot now be heard as loudly and unequivocally as 
heretofore. But I will not go into the internal state of this 
country. It is too afflicting to the heart to see the strides 
which have been made, by means of and under the miserable 
pretext of this war, against liberty of every kind, both of 
power of speech and of writing; and to observe in another 
kingdom the rapid approaches to that military despotism which 
we affect to make an ai^ument against peace. I know, sir, 
that public opinion, if it could be collected, would be for 
peace as much now as in 1797; and that it is only by public 
opinion, and not by a sense of their duly or by the inclination 
of their minds, that ministers will be brought^ if ever, to give 
us peace. 

I conclude, sir, with repeating what I said before: I ask 
for no gentleman's vote who would have reprobated the com- 
pliance of ministers with the proposition of the French gov- 
ernment. I ask for no gentleman's support to-night who 
would have voted against ministers if they had come down and 
proposed to enter into a negotiation with the French. But 
I have a right to ask, and in honor, in consistency, in con- 
science I have a right to expect, the vote of every honorable 
gentleman who would have voted with ministers in an address 
to his Majesty diametrically opposite to the motion of this 
night. 
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nPHE COMTE OB MIRABEAU, bom in 1749, ia the moat eloquent orator 
'^ of the French Tribune. Hia life was one long, continuous storm. For a 
boyish escapade, his father had him incarcerated in a prison. This punishment 
caused him to rebel against paternal authority, and even more against arbitrary 
power, but did not have the effect of correcting him. Grare misdeeds brought 
down on his head new punishments; open and public enmity existed between 
father and son. Mirabeau spent several years of his life in prison. It was 
there that he gave himself up to that passion for study which proved to be at 
least as strong as his love of pleasure. Several works in favor of liberty and 
ihe rights of mankind were the result of his enforced leisure ; these works 
swept away at least a part of the contempt which his vices had drawn down 
on his head. His successive sojourns in Prussia and in England served to ripen 
his ideas ; and, when the French Revolution broke out, he took up arms, pre- 
pared to defend in the tribune the liberty in favor of which he had written 
BO much. Deputy from Provence at the National Assembly, he there exer- 
cised, by the force of his eloquence, an extraordinary ascendency. Well in- 
formed by his arduous studies, he saw better than others the point at which 
reforms ought to stop. But, at the moment in which he was engaged in re* 
tarding a movement which he himself had contributed so much to accelerate, 
he died in 1791, leaving the Revolution without a counterpoise. His death 
was regarded as one of the misfortunes of that epoch. 

SPEECH ON THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE 

IN THE FRENCH COLONIES 

1AM ABOUT to plead the cause of a race which, en- 
dowed with a fatal pre-eminence among the wretched 
of the world, running in but few years the gamut of 
human sorrow, lives, suffers, and dies slaves of the most 
detestable tyranny whose crimes have ever been recounted 
by history. 

You are ere this aware that I speak of the slaves of 

(2887) 
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America. I will dishonor neither this honorable body nor 
myself by seeking to prove that the negro has the right 
to his liberty; that question you have already decided, 
since you have declared that all men are born and remain 
free and equal before the law, and it is not on tl^is side 
of the Atlantic that corrupt royalists would have the au- 
dacity to argue that negroes are not human beings. 
' If, in consonance with these principles solemnly pro- 
claimed throughout the length and breadth of Europe, the 
negroes dwelling in our islands, men like ourselves, have 
an incontestable right to their liberty, how happens it that 
this Assembly has not as yet broken down the relation of 
master and slave throughout the French Empire? 

It is important that France abolish slavery, not only that 
her acts may be in conformity with the principles of liberty 
which she has proclaimed and the constitutional conse- 
quences of which she is engaged in organizing, but also, 
if interests of the gravest moment are to be subserved, 
that the great duties which ordinary foresight would ooon- 
sel may be performed. 

As a matter of fact, would it be possible to conceal 
from the nations of the earth this revolution which is 
your glory? Will not the proclamation of the rights of 
man reverberate over all parts of the globe 7 Will not Ae 
news be gradually spread that in France all men are gov- 
erned by equal laws? And, when the wisdom of your 
constitution shall be patent to the whole world, will there 
be a power on earth mighty enough to prevent Kberty 
from becoming the aim and ambition of every natioii. 
Guided by our example will they not, soon or late, shake 
o£E and shatter the fetters with which their limbs are 
bruised? 
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If these results of the French Revolution are soon or 
late inevitable, will a multitude of enslaved men be the 
sole and motionless witnesses, the resigned victims, of 
the exclusive privilege of liberty ? Would they not desire 
to either conquer it or that it be surrendered to them? 
Can the spectacle be veiled from their sight? can they 
henceforward be deprived of reason and of reflection as 
they are now deprived of their liberty? Will the whites 
always be able, by their own unaided efiorts, to maintain 
the regime that you have broken down ? How far can they 
go before they will have reached the bounds of the shame- 
less parody they are now making of it? Will they trans*^ 
form the customs and the duties of free men into the 
mysteries of religious rites? Are they going to set aside 
certain localities and certain days when liberty might be 
exercised ? 

No, you will think for those who have not the ability^ 
to think for themselves; you will rise superior to the inter- 
ests of which prejudice and ignorance have but a faint 
conception, and you will perceive that, in order to avert 
horrible carnage and safeguard your colonies, it will from 
this time forth be necessary to prepare the blacks for the 
enjoyment of a blessing for which no man is indebted to 
his fellow, but which is the universal heritage of humanity. 

But let us suppose that the tyrants, without themselves 
running the slightest risk in the colonies, have sufficiently 
potent agencies to keep the negroes in their present status 
of beasts of burden* Let us suppose that they can exer- 
cise over their slaves the most frightful despotism, and, 
at the same time, cherish a Constit«tion which breathes 
nothing but liberty. ... I need hardly tell you that this 
odious contrast is revolting to the reason. I will not en- 
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ileavor to demonstrate to you how frightful it is that men 
should regard their own liberty as the first of blessings 
and at the same time burden an unfortunate race with the 
yoke of servitude. But I will maintain that, in exercising 
such a domination, the whites of the colonies will contract 
or rather perpetuate manners, habits and principles which 
they will eventually bring back to the bosom of the mother 
country, to which they ever have a tendency to return, to 
which, in fact, they are continually returning. The influ- 
ence of these manners and habits, sentiments and princi- 
ples upon our very liberties, it is to our interest to 
examine with the utmost prudence. 

[Mirabeaa then enters into a discussion of the motives 
which inspired the defenders of the slave trade and of 
slavery to offer strenuous opposition to the opinions which 
had for their aim the immediate suppression of the former 
and the gradual abolition of the latter.] 

These objections are of two kinds: Some have relation 
to the blacks themselves, others are founded on various 
political and financial interests of France. 

Let us begin with the question-in-chief, that is to say 
with the arguments which apply only to the blacks. We 
do not assert, say their executioners or the defenders of 
their executioners, that the slave trade is just; but — 1st. 
It rescues them from the much worse condition which war 
or captivity would cause them to undergo in their own 
country. 8d. The trade is not carried on in an inhuman 
manner. 8d* The negroes are not unhappy in the colonies, 
and certainly not more so than laborers in our climatOi 
nor, for example, than the major portion of our peasantry. 
4th. It is nscessary, moreoveri to choose between the main- ^ 



MIRABEAU 2891 

tenance of the slave trade and the ruin of the colonies, for 
these cannot be cultivated except by the blacks; and, as 
they do not multiply with sufficient rapidity, it is only by 
the slave trade that the deficiency in their numbers can 
be supplied. 6th. The labors and sufferings of the black 
slaves are exaggerated, and they are, in reality, so much 
less objects of commiseration as their masters have, if for 
no other reason, a pecuniary interest in taking the best 
care of their welfare. 6th. Finally, laws and regulations 
might be framed for the benefit of the blacks, if their 
situation really demands the aid of legislative authority, 
which is doubtful. 

[Mirabeau enters into and refutes these objections by 
means of arguments which, while very cogent, were at the 
same time extremely eloquent. Of this one may judge for 
himself by the following passages:] 

You have observed that the second contention of our 
adversaries is that the slave trade is not an inhuman form 
of commerce. 

In order that you may judge of this matter with a 
thorough understanding of the facts, read the report on 
this subject made in England to the Privy Council and 
at the bar of Parliament. The authenticated abstracts of 
Bl&ve-carrying vessels leaving Liverpool and Bristol prove 
that, during a period of ten years. Great Britain annually 
exported more than a hundred thousand negroes, and that, 
of these, at least a fifth perished before reaching their 
destination. Thus, out of a hundred men carried off from 
Africa, twenty die immediately! And, in a single branch 
of this monstrous commerce, twenty thousand blacks annu- 
ally meet their doom I What is the cause of this dreadful 
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mortalitj ? I will tell you, O philanthropic coloniflli, iHiho 
pretend to regard slavery as a blessing. The oMse is tliiA 
to the horror of a captivity whidi is to end only with 
death is added, in the enforced journey of the negroes, the 
pangs of hunger, disease, lack of water, lack of air. And 
this commerce is not inhuman! 

Let ns pass over the devastations, the oonflagratioiwii 
pillage to which the African coasts have had to be deliv- 
ered over in order to collect, at infinite trouble and eK* 
pense, the small number of blacks who survive captme; 
let us pass over those who, during the voyage, die by thMr 
own hand or who perish in mutinies incited by despair. 
Can you picture to yourselves what is meant by that voy- 
age of two thousand, sometimes three thousand leagues? 
Behold a model of a vessel crowded with these unfortu- 
nates, and try, if you can, not to turn away your eye& 
How packed they are one upon another! How they are 
stifled between decks. UnaUe to hold themselves upright, 
even in a sitting posture, they are forced to bow their 
heads; nay, more, they are unable to move their limbs, 
which are tightly bound, nor even their bodies; for, com- 
pelled to submit to all the necessities, to fdl the evils of 
him who shares his chains, each man is fastened to an- 
other, some to a dying man, some to a corpse! See how 
the ship as it rocks bruises them, mutilates them, breaks 
the bones of one against the other, tears their flesh with 
their own fetters, and in a single picture presents to view 
a thousand torments I When they lay down to sleep, tho 
place 38 flUed to its utmost capacity; and the inssnsalt 
cupidity which would rescue them has not even foMMSH 
that no passage was left and that, to pass thamogh, it 
wouM be neceasary to stamp underfoot these bodies, that| 
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iboi^b still living, haye Midured all the torments of 
death. Have they at least pure air enough? Let us try 
to form an estimate I A space a little less than six feet in 
length by a Httle more than one foot in width is the 
foundation of a column of air the shortest which would 
possibly suffice for the respiration of each. This air is 
very soon vitiated and afterward barely renewed by nar- 
row openings, the doors of which are often slammed to by 
rough weather, rain, a hundred occurrences of various 
nature, and, as a result, is quickly poisoned. But why 
should they receive a fresh supply? Why should it be 
pure? Was it not also necessary to speculate on this 
prime necessary of life? O the unfortunates! I can see 
them I I can hear them! Their dry respiration, their 
tongues burning and hanging from their mouths, their 
agony might be pictured but can never be expressed. 
How they huddle together 1 How they glue themselves 
to the bars ol their cage I How they try to pump in even 
the rays of heat in the hope of refreshing themselves an 
instant! 

Listen to their shrieks! Seethe last struggles of these 
poor wretches being slowly strangled to death I At last all 
is silence. That air portioned off by barbarity, that air 
laden with anguish, despair and blood, is no longer any- 
thing but a death-dealing atmosphere impregnated with 
mephitical and pestilential exhalations. And the death of 
haif of these victims is going to make room for others. 
Let us follow in the wake of this vessel, or rather this 
long floating bier, as it traverses the seas which separate 
the two worids. The unfortunate who sees his companion 
perishing tries in vain to refrain from jostling him, the 
only way in which it is possible for him to save him from 
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his fate. Often, for longer than the period of a whole day, 
he is even unaware that he is bound to what is now but a 
corpse. Day by day is witnessed, as a mere common epi- 
sode, torments which have made of their inventor the type 
of the most hideous of tyrants. The horrible floating dun- 
geon grows more and more depleted; negroes and sailorB 
fall alike victims of that dread harvest; evils of the most 
hideous nature, one giving rise to another, cheat by their 
ravages the very avarice which has bred them, the avarice 
which has acquired the gold to purchase men, but could 
spare none to purchase air. And this commerce is not 
inhuman! 

But would it not be possible to prevent these frightful 
occurrences by crowding fewer negroes on each vessel? 
No, the trade, in that case, would become impracticable; 
the slave dealer would violate some atrocious and stupid 
regulation; he would be unable to turn to good profit this 
commerce so hazardous unless he piled up the negroes as 
he would mere cargo. These wretches, who in this world 
are considered sometimes as men and sometimes as beasts, 
do not appear, as they are conveyed for transportation, to 
be anything but inanimate beings, veritable ballast, utile 
pondua. Human cupidity takes pleasure in compelling 
them to traverse all the realms of nature. And this com- 
merce is not inhuman I 

Satisfied in having subdued by their inhumanity the 
slaves in their unwilling voyage, do their guards pardon 
the attempts they too often make in vain to take refuge 
in death or to win their liberty ? No, this sense of justice, 
sometimes met with in souls of the greatest ferocity, ia 
dulled by the inexorable cupidity of these agents. All 
the slave-carrying ships abound in instruments of torture 
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—torture that has for its aim not the infliction of death 
but the prolongation of life. And, wonld you belieye it, 
the purpose of one of these instruments is to force nour- 
ishment on slaves who wish to die. Thus are they com- 
pelled to prolong their life and their misery. And this 
oommerce is not inhuman I 

But I am mistaken: occasionally the negroes owe the 
boon of death to their guards. Every slave-carrying ves- 
sel is provided with a supply of poison. It is useful in 
the event of mutinies. It is necessary if perchance the 
vessel should be becalmed, since avarice has apportioned 
the measure of food as it has that of air. By means of 
poison the crew is delivered from the impetuous slave 
whom neither fetters nor guards have been able to sub- 
due, and whose generous example might incite his fellow 
slaves to revolt, to vengeance. When, at length, the time 
approaches when the crew is threatened with scarcity of 
food and water, recourse is had to poison. Ah I you 
shudder I The fact is nevertheless beyond dispute; it is 
admitted; it is incontestable; it is an indispensable part 
of the business. You have been asked to legalize murder, 
brigandage, and the atrocities to which they give birth. 
It is but left for you to also legalize killing by poison, for 
without it the traffic in slaves cannot be maintained. And 
this commerce is not inhuman I 

It is equally inhuman on the part of the prmcipals in 
this traffic as on the part of their subordinates, and if your 
avenging pity is moved by these words, which would 
forebode a well-deserved punishment, be careful to make 
BO mistake. The sailors are almost as innocent as their 
human prey. Does there exist a traffic more barbarous 
than that in which it is necessary to seduce the agent by a 
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large advance ol money, by the excitements of debaucbery 
and by all sorts of odious expedients? However, it is 
only by this means that they are able in England to 
gather a crew to man a slave-carrying ship; it is only 
in this way that they succeed in enrolling sailors who are 
already victims of their necessities. And, later on, it is 
by means of the bad treatment they are forced to endure 
on board that they are brought to the point of submission 
to all the nameless deeds perpetrated in the course of such 
an odious en'terprise. The captain who commands them is 
nearly always a hard and cruel man. It is very necessary 
that he should be, since he voluntarily devotes himself to 
the frightful trade of trafficking in the blood of men. He 
rules as a tyrant over his crew as well as over his human 
cargo. He obliges his sailors to row to the shore in scout- 
ing boats for the purpose of receiving the slaves who have 
been carried ofi. This horrible man- hunt, these robberies, 
this murderous traffic in stolen human goods, cannot be 
undertaken except during the darkness of night Its ex- 
cessive coolness, following as it does in the tropic of 
Cancer close upon the merciless heat of the day, often 
strikes the sailors with blindness even before they are 
able to regain their ship. Thus have these innocent agents 
to undergo slow tortures by reason of a conspiracy for 
which they expiate the crime, without having enjoyed, or 
being destined to enjoy, the profits of the crime. In a 
word, the guilt is not that of the sailors, it is that of their 
masters. Moreover, the fate of these seamen is very often 
but little different from that of their victims, contact with 
whom on the same vessel not rarely infects them with 
most hideous diseases, and sometimes even results in death. 
These facts, and many others which I might cite, too 
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well attest the execrable inhumanity of the traffic and its 
monstrous consequences. 

[Mirabeau ends with this eloquent adjuration:] 

I have demonstrated that the political and commercial 
interests of France demand the gradual enfranchisement 
of the negroes; that the abolition of the slave trade can 
alone bring about that result without shock, without a 
catastrophe. In decreeing its abolition, you will render 
aupportable the fate of thousands of men whose existence 
to-day covers with opprobrium and stamps with the seal 
of crime the rest of the human species. Once assure to 
them the prospect of the possession of property, and they 
will soon learn the need of economy, which is always the 
result of such proprietorship, and in time practice the social 
virtues which it favors or rather engenders. Thus would 
their labors, continuously carried forward, and spurred on 
by kindly sentiments, reasonable incentives and just hopes, 
be less costly and more productive. By this system of 
moderation and humanity, the colonists themselves would 
learn to detest tyranny as a needless crime. They would 
thus gradually accommodate themselves to public liberty 
and they would be no less in need of this beneficent ap- 
prenticeship than the negroes would stand in need of that 
of personal liberty. 

Were you simply wise administrators, it would be in- 
dispensable that you should recognize and proclaim these 
truths of plain political economy; but you are legislators, 
you are the trustees of the morals and honor of the nation, 
as well as of its rights and powers; and when the most 
imperious duties, when the principles of the Constitution, 
to uphold which you are met under oath, leave you neither 
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choice, nor permit of delay or pretext; you, into whose 
souls the boldest reforms, beset as they often were with 
the most perplexing difficulties, have not struck terror, 
could you hesitate to be but just? Would the Assembly 
which| with so much courage, destroyed the aristocracy 
whose yoke had subjected France to humiliation, sanction 
an aristocracy a thousand times more odious which op* 
presses the West Indies? After having abolished offen- 
sive privileges, would it reconsecrate them in their most 
iniquitous application? After having declared, by pro- 
nouncing anathema against the feudal system, that no 
man, even for simple interests of land-ownership, could 
be under the sway of another; after having done every- 
thing for the cause of freedom; shall the brand of the 
Assembly, the national seal, the triple seal of the nation, 
the king and the law, be stamped on the fetters of the 
African? Shall the detestable privilege of oppressing the 
feeble, the ignorant, the poor, be the only one which it re- 
spects? And, after having looked upon illustrious birth, 
immense landed possessions, services to the country, and 
even a long line of royal ancestors, as empty titles, will it 
nevertheless be willing to regard the color of the skin as 
a legitimate title to tyranny? No, it cannot be possible! 
The hesitation of an instant on a proposition of this 
nature would be an outrage. I leave to others the insen- 
sate courage to propose it, and the shameful hope of being 
applauded for it. 

I ask nothing more than that we abolish the infamous 
traffic in slaves. But is it necessary that I should inquire 
when we are going to abolish it when a year's delay would 
authorize a continuance of the assassinations going on in, 
Africa and condemn millions of men to slavery ? Does the 
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long continuance of this most cruel of evils give the right 
to prolong them indefinitely ? Could delay be regarded as 
aught else than a toleration of the crimes? To hesitate 
now, would it not in truth be to decide? The slave- 
traders, the armed Africans who make war for the pur- 
pose of making prisoners that they might sell them — will 
they hesitate ? The despots who condemn innocent men, 
the barbarians who cut the throats of babes that they might 
sell their mothers — will they hesitate ? Representatives of 
the French people, do not allow the sacred fire to be ex- 
tinguished in your hand I Do not permit so auspicious an 
occasion to go by to appease national hatreds. Establish 
upon the eternal and immovable foundation of the inter- 
ests of mankind the alliance of the two principal peoples 
of Europe, and let them order that henceforth peace reign 
over the whole world instead of dyeing it witl^ blooctshed 
by tearing each other to pieces I Let this glorious system 
be your pious policy I It is alone vast enough to conciliate 
all, to repress all. This it is which, causing to disappear 
not the rivalries of commerce, but its absurd hatreds, will 
oonfide to the paternal and vigilant care of France and 
England the liberties of the two hemispheres. It will 
imitate in the case of the human species that First Cause 
which silently rules the universe, and which, giving to 
the grand total a uniform impulse, nevertheless leaves im- 
mense latitude to the operation of secondary causes. 

Representatives of the French people, you are worthy 
of the attainment of that dignity. Show all the nations of 
the universe the real spirit of our fievolution, which fills 
them with astonishment, which stirs them, which excites all 
their sympathies, but which should also instruct them by 
its examples of generosity and virtue, so much the more 



2d00 



MIBABEAU 



necessary for the reason that everywhere blind prejudice, 
ignorance, or the interested hatred of aristocratic pride, by; 
spreading calumny broadcast, sow the seeds of mistrust. 
Prove to the universe that, if auspicious circumstances have 
proved favorable to your noble and rapid conquests over 
tyranny, they are, above all, due to the inspirations of plulaji- 
thropy, your zeal, your intelligence, your calm courage and 
your ardent |>erseverance. Be the defenders of suffering 
humanity, of Jamaica as of San Domingo, of your own 
colonies as of those of other European States ! Tour decree, 
awaited by the negro in his hammock, is his only hope of 
deliverance from his misery. Dry by a word the tears of 
these unfortunates ! Make them better men by giving them 
the hope of one day being happier! Like unto the gods, 
harken unto all just prayers ! Spread, at the same time, over 
all climes the regenerating influence of peace and freedom, 
and may the restorers of France bring the blessings of liberty 
to all the peoples of the world I 



SPEECH ON NECKER'S FINANCUL PROJECT 

SEPTBliBER 96 AIfI> QCTOBBR a, 1789^ 

GENTLEMEN, — In the midst of so much tumultuoiui 
debate can I not restore the deliberation of the day; 
hj asking a few very simple questions? 
Condescend, gentlemen, condescend to reply. 
Has not the First Minister of Finances presented the most 
frightful picture of our present situation? 

Has he not told you that any delay aggravates the dangert 
— ^thet a Jay, an hour, a moment may make it fatal? 
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"Have we any plan to substitute for the one he proposes? 
*^ Yes/' someone has cried in the Assembly. I implore 
him who answers " yes " to consider that his plan is 
not known, that time is required to develop it, to ex- 
amine it, to demonstrate it; that, were it immediately 
submitted fto our deliberation, its author might be mis- 
taken; that, were it exempt from all error, one might 
believe him to be mistaken; that when everybody is wrong, 
everybody is right; that therefore it is possible that the 
author of this other project, even though he may be right, 
may be wrong as opposed to every one, since without the assent 
of public opinion the greatest talent cannot triumph over cir- 
cumstances. ... As for myself I do not believe M. Necker's 
means to be the best possible; but heaven preserve me, in a 
situation so critical, from placing my opinions in opposition 
to his. I should offer them as preferable in vain:' one 'does 
not rival in a moment such a prodigious popularity, gained by 
brilliant services, by long experience, the well-known finan- 
cier's reputation for the highest talent, and, if it must be said, 
a destiny such as has fallen to the lot of no other mortal 

But we must return to M. Necker's plan. 

Have we the time to examine it, to sound its bases, to verify 
its calculations? . . . No, no, a thousand times no. Insignifi- 
cant questions, chance conjectures, untrustworthy gropings, 
these are all that are in our power at this moment. What 
ehall we accomplish then by deferring deliberation? — miss the 
'decisive moment, provoke our self-love to change something 
to an ensemble we have not even conceived, and by our indis- 
creet intervention diminish the influence of a minister who.se 
reputation as a financier is and ought to be greater than ours? 
• . • Gentlemen, there is neither wisdom nor foresight in 
this; • • • is there even good faith? 
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Oh I if less solemn declarations did not guarantee onr respect 
for the public faith, our horror of the infamous word " bank- 
ruptcy," I should dare scruitinize our own secret motives, of 
which, perhaps, alas! we are ignorant, which make us so 
imprudently recoil at the moment of proclaiming the act of a 
great devotion, surely inefficacious, if it be not swift and truly 
spontaneous. I should say to those who have accustomed 
themselves to the idea of neglecting public engagements, 
through fear of excessive sacrifices, through terror of taxa- 
tion, . . . What is bankruptcy if it is not the most cruel, 
the most iniquitous, the most unjust, the most disastrous of 
taxes? . . . My friends, listen to one word, one single word. 

Two centuries of depredations and robbery have hollowed 
out the abyss which is ready to swallow up the kingdom. This 
frightful abyss must be heaped full. Well! here is the list 
of French proprietors. Ohoose among the richest in order 
to sacrifice the citizens lees. But choose; for must not a small 
number perish to save the mass of the peopk? Well, then. 
These two thousand notables possess enough to make up the 
deficit. 'Bring back order into your finances, peace and pros- 
perity into the kingdom. Strike, sacrifice without pity these 
sad victims, hurl them into the abyss; it will be closed. . . . 
You recoil with horror. • . . Inconsistent, faint-hearted men I 
What! Do you not see, then, that by decreeing bankruptcy, 
or, what is more odious still, by making it inevitable without 
the decree, you defile yourselves with an act a thousand times 
more criminal and, incomprehensible to relate! gratuitously 
criminal? — ^for, after all, this horrible sacrifice would at least 
put an end to the deficit. But, do you believe, because you 
will not have paid, that you will no longer owe anything! 
Do you believe that the thousands, the millions of men who 
will lose in one moment, by the terrible explosion or by its 
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results, all the consolation of their lives, and perhaps their sole 
means of support, will let you peacefully enjoy your crime? 
Stoic contemplators of the incalculable evils that this catas- 
trophe will vomit upon France; impassive egoists, who think 
that these convulsions of despair and misery will pass like so 
many others, and all the more swiftly because they will be 
more violent, are you very sure that so many men without 
bread will let you calmly relish the viands the number or deli- 
cacy of which you will not have diminished? . . . N"o, you 
will perish; and in the universal conflagration that you have 
not shuddered to kindle, the loss of your honor will not save 
a single one of your detestable pleasures. 

That is where we are marching. ... I hear patriotism 
spoken of, outbursts of patriotism, invocations to patriotism. 
Ah I do not prostitute these words, "country" and "patriot- 
ism." So the effort to give a portion of one's revenue to save 
all that one possesses is very magnanimous I Ah! gentlemen, 
that is only simple arithmetic; and he who will hesitate can 
only disarm indignation by the scorn which his stupidity ought 
to inspire. Yes, gentlemen, it is the most ordinary prudence, 
the most trivial wisdom, it is your grossest interests that I 
invoke. I say no more to you than I have already said: Will 
you be the first to give to the nations the spectacle of a* peo- 
ple assembled to break the public faith? I say no more to 
you. Ah I what titles have you to liberty, what means will 
you have left to maintain it if from your first step you sur- 
pass the baseness of the most corrupt governments; if the need 
of your co-operation and your supervision is not the pledge 
of your constitution? . . • I tell you: you will all be involved 
in the universal ruin; and the first interested in the sacrifice 
which the government asks of you is yourselves. 

Vote then for this extraordinary subsidy. . . . And may 
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it be sufficieiit! Vote for it^ because if you have doubts abovit 
the means (vague, dim doubts), you have none Gonceming the 
necessity and our helplessness to find a substitute for it, at least 
immediately. Vote for it, because the public circumstances 
allow no delay, and we should be accountable for all hesita- 
tion. Beware of asking for time; misfortune never grants 
any. • . . Ah I gentlemen, in regard to a ridiculous motion 
of the Palais Eoyal, a laughable insurrection which never 
had any importance save in the feeble imaginations or the 
perverse designs of a few faithless men, you have lately heasd 
these mad words: Catiline is at the gates of Bome, and the 
people deliberate. Surely, around us there has been neither 
Catiline, nor dangers, nor factions, nor Borne. • • • But 
to-day bankruptcy, hideous bankruptcy is there; it threatenfi 
to consume you, your property, your honor . . . and you 
deliberate! 

[Specially translated by Helen B. Dole.] 



ON THE ACCUSATION OF IMPLICATION IN THE INSUR- 
RECTION OF OCTOBER 5, 1789 

DELIVERED OCTOBER a, 1790 

1D0 not mount this tribune to defend myself. The object 
of ridiculous accusations, not one of which has been 
proved, and which would establish nothing against me 
even if each one should be proved, I do uQt regard myself 
as accused; for if I believed that a single man of sense (I 
except the aanall number of enemies whose outrages I esteem 
an honor) could believe me accusable I should not defend 
myself in this Assembly. I diould wish to be judged; aad 
as your jurisdiction is limited to deciding whether I ought or 



IN HIS OWN DEFENCE 



2905 



onght not to be submitted to a trial, tbere is nothing left for 
me but to make a demand upon your justice and solicit a 
favor of your benevolence, that would be a tribunal. 

But I cannot doubt your opinion; and if I present myself 
here it is in order not to miss a solemn occasion to clear facts 
which my profound scorn for libels, and my possibly too great 
indifference to calumnious reports, have never allowed me to 
attack outside of this Assembly; which, however, sanctioned 
by malevolence, might cause some strange suspicions of par- 
tiality to reflect upon those who believe they ought to absolve 
me. What I disdained when it concerned myself alone, 1 
must closely scrutinize when I am attacked in the bosom of 
the National Assembly and as forming a part of it. 

The explanations I am going to give, although they will 
doubtless appear very simple to you, since my witnesses are in 
this Assembly, and my arguments in the series of the most 
common combinations, offer, however, to my mind, I should 
say, a very great difficulty. 

It is not to repress the just resentment which has weighed 
upon my heart for a year past, and to which at last I am 
forced to give vent. In this affair scorn is apart from hatred; 
it blunts it, it dulls it; and where is the soul so cast down that 
an opportunity for pardon does not seem to it a pleasure? 

It is not even the difficulty of speaking of the tempests of a 
just revolution without recalling that if the throne ias wrongs 
to excuse, national clemency has bad plots to put into oblivion; 
for since in the bosom of the Assembly the Xing has come to 
espouse our stormy revolution, this magnanimous will, by for- 
ever effacing the deplorable appearances which perverse coun- 
sellors have given till then to the first citizen ef the empire, 
ha£ it not equally blotted out the more falae appearances wiidi 
the enemies of the public welfare have tried to jBnd in the 
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popular movements, and the revival of whicli seems to haTQ 
been the first object of the procedure of the Chatelet? 

No, the real difficulty of the subject is entirely in the very 
history of the procedure. That history is profoundly odious. 
The annals of crime offer few examples of villainy so shame- 
less and at the same time so unskilful. Time will know it; 
but the hideous secret cannot be revealed to-day without pro- 
ducing great trouble. Those who gave rise to the procedure 
of the Chatelet made the horrible combination so that if suc- 
cess escaped they would find in the very patriotism of him 
whom they wished to sacrifice the guarantee of their impu- 
nity. They felt that the public spirit of the offended would 
turn to his ruin or save the offender. ... It is very hard thus 
to leave to intriguers a part of the salary on which they them- 
selves had counted I But the country demands this sacrifice; 
and surely it has a right to still greater ones. 

I will speak to you then only of facts which are purely 
personal to me; I will isolate them from all their surround- 
ings; I give up explaining them except in themselves and by 
ZLelfes; I giv7up, t^ at least! examining the contra- 
dictions of the procedure and its various readings, its episodes 
and its obscurities, its superfluities and its reticences; the fears 
that it has given to the friends of liberty, and the hopes it 
has lavished among its enemies; its secret aim and its appar- 
ent course, its momentary and its future success; the terror 
with which they desired to inspire the throne, perhaps the rec- 
ognition they wished to obtain from it. I will not examine 
the conduct, the discourses, the silencev the movements, the 
repose of any actor in this great and tragic scene ; I will con- 
tent myself with discussing the three principal charges made 
against me, and with giving the answer to an enigma which 
your conmiittee has believed it ought to keep secret^ but wilicU 
ItlB m^ Jionor to divu^ 
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If I were compelled to grasp the procedure as a whole, 
when a few shreds torn from it are sufficient for me; if I had 
to organize a great work for an easy defence, I should first 
establish that, as it concerned an accusation of complicity 
against me, and as this pretended complicity was not relative 
to the individual excesses which might have been committed, 
but to the cause of these excesses, it ought to be proved against 
me that there exists a prime mover in this affair J that the 
prime mover is the one against whom the procedure is prin- 
cipally directed, and that I am his accomplice. But as this 
course has not been employed against me in the accusation 
I am not at all obliged to follow it in my defence. It is suffi- 
cient for me to examine the witnesses, such as they are; the 
charges, such as are laid against me; and I shall have said 
everything when I have discussed three principal facts, since 
the triple malignity of the accusers, of the witnesses and 
judges, has been able neither to furnish nor acquire anything 
further from them. 

I am accused of having run through the ranks of the Regi- 
ment de Flandre sword in hand, that is to say, I am accused 
of a great absurdity. The witnesses should have been able to 
make it all the more piquant, for, bom among patricians, and 
yet a deputy of those who were then called the tiers etat, I 
always made it a religious duty to wear the costume recalling 
the honor of such a choice. Surely the gait of a deputy in 
black coat, round hat, cravat and cloak, walking at five o'clock 
in the evening with drawn sword in hand, in a regiment^ 
deserved to find a place among the caricatures of such a pro- 
cedure. Nevertheless I observe that one can be very ridicu- 
lous without ceasing to be innocent. I observe that the action 
of carrying a sword in hand would be neither a crime of high 
treason against the King, nor of high treason against the 
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Btate. So, everythiiig weighed, everytliing examined, the evi- 
dence of M. Yalf ond has nothing really shamefully about it^ 
except for M. Gamanohe, who found himself legally and 
vehemently suspected of being very ugly, since he resem- 
bles me. 

But here is a more positive proof that M. Yalf ond is at least 
short-sighted. I have in this Assembly an intimate friend, and 
one whom, in spite of this well-known friendship, no one will 
dare tax with disloyalty or lying, M. La Marck. I spent the 
entire afternoon of October 5 at his house, alone with him, 
examining geographical maps, to study positions which were 
so interesting at that time to the Belgian provinces. This 
work, which absorbed his whole attention and attracted all 
mine, occupied us to the very moment when M. La Marck 
conducted me to the National Assembly, from which place he 
took me back home with him» 

But in regard to this evening there is a remarkable fact 
which I call M. La Marck to witness; it is that having used 
scarcely three minutes to say a few words about the circum- 
stances of the moment, about the siege of Versailles which 
was to be carried on by those terrible amazons spoken of by 
the Chatelet; and considering the fatal probability that per- 
verse counsellors would compel the King to go to Metz, I said 
to him: " The dynasty is lost if Monsieur does not remain 
and does not take the reins of the government." We agreed 
on the means of having an audience with the Prince imme- 
diately if the King's departure took place. Thus it was that 
I began my role of accomplice and prepared to make M. d'Or- 
leans lieutenant-general of the kingdom. Possibly you will 
find these facts more convincing and more certain than my 
costume of Charles XII. 

I am reproached with having made this remark to M. Mou- 
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Bier: "Ah! who tells you that we do not wish a king? But 
what does it matter whether it be Loiiis XVI or Louis XVli? '^ 

Hetre I will observe that the reporter whose partiality for 
Ihe accused has been denounced to you is nevertheless far, 
I will not say from being favorably inclined towards me, but 
from beiDg exact, from being just. It is solely because M. 
Mounier does not confirm this remark by the evidence that the 
reporter does not stop there. "I shuddered,^* he says, "I 
shuddered as I read, and I said to myself: If this remark was 
made, there is a plot, there is a culpit; fortunately M. Mou- 
nier does not mention it." 

'Well, gentlemen, with the high degree of esteem in which 
I hold M. Ghabroud and his report, I maintain that he has 
reasoned badly. This remark, which I declare I do not recall, 
is such as any citizen might be proud of; and not only is it 
justifiable at the time when it is given place, but it is good 
in itself; it is praiseworthy; and if the reporter had analyzed 
it with his ordinary sagacity he would not have needed, in 
order to dispel the jHietended offence, to be convinced that it 
was imaginary. Suppose an enthusiastic royalist, such as 
M. Mounier, consulting with a deliberate royalist and repell- 
ing aU idea that the monarchy could run any danger in a 
nation professing in a way to worship monarchical govern- 
m^it: would you consider it strange that the friend of the 
throne and liberty, seeing the horizon darken, judging better 
than the enthusiast the tendency of opinion, the acceleration of 
circumstances, the dangers of an insurrection, and desiring to 
rescue his too conciliating fellow citizen from a dangerous 
secimi^, should say to him: ^^ Ah! who denies that the French 
are monarchical? who disputes that France has need of a 
king and desires a king? But Louis XYIE will be king 
as Louis XYI; and if tibie nation is persuaded that 
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Louis XVI is an abettor and accomplice of excesses which 
have wearied her patience she will invoke a Louis XVii "? 
The zealot for liberty wonld have pronounced these words 
with the more energy the better he knew his inter- 
locutor and the relations which could make his discourse 
more effective; would you see in him a conspirator, a 
bad citizen, or even a poor reasonert This supposition 
would be very simple; it might be adapted to people 
and circumstances. Draw from it at least this conclusion, that 
a conversation never proves anything by itself; that it takes all 
its character, all its force from the introduction and the fore- 
gone mcidentB, from Ae nature of the moment, from the eort 
of speakers, — in a word, from a multitude of fugitive shades 
which must be determined before appreciating it and deciding 
upon it. 

Since I am speaking of M. Mounier I will explain another 
fact which, in the account he has made of it to himself, he has 
spoiled to his own disadvantage. 

He presided over the National Assembly of October 5, 
when they discussed the acceptance pure and simple, or mod- 
ified, of the declaration of rights. I went to him, it is said; 
I induced him to pretend an indisposition and to break up 
the meeting on that frivolous pretext. ... I was doubtless 
ignorant at that time that the indisposition of a president calls 
his predecessor; I was ignorant that it is not in the power of 
any man to stop at his pleasure the course of one of your moat 
serious deliberations. 

Here is the fact in its exactitude and its simplicity. 

On the morning of October 6 I was informed that the 
fermentation of Paris was increasing. I did not need to know 
the details to believe it; an augury which never deceives, the 
nature of things was sufficient indication of it. I went to M« 
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Mounier. I said to him : " Mounier, Paris is marcliiiig upon 
lis/' — " I know nothing about it" — " Believe me, or believe 
me not, no matter; but Paris, I tell you, is marching upon us. 
Be ill: go up to the Chateau, give them this warning: say, 
if you wish, that you have it from me, I am willing; but stop 
this scandalous controversy; time is pressing, there is not a 
moment to lose/' 

'^ Paris is marching upon us?" replied Mounier; ""Well! so 
much the better, we shall be a republic so much the sooner." 
If you recall the prejudices and the spleen which agitated 
Mounier; if you recall how he saw in me the firebrand of 
Paris, you will see that this remark, which has more character 
than the poor fugitive has ever shown since, does him 
credit. I have not seen him since except in the National 
Assembly which he deserted as well as the kingdom a few 
days later. I have never spoken to him again, and I do not 
know how he could imagine that I wrote him a note the sixth 
of October at three o'clock in the morning to break up the 
meeting; I have not the slightest idea about it. Nothing, 
moreover, is more idle or more immaterial. 

I come to the third accusation of which I am the object, and 
it is here that I promised the answer to the enigma: I advised, 
they say, M. d'Orleans not to go to England. Well, what is 
to be concluded from that? I deem it an honor not to have 
given (for I did not speak to him), but to have been the cause 
of giving him this advice. I learn, through public notoriety, 
that after a conversation between M. d'Orleans and M. de 
Lafayette, very imperious on the one side, and very resigned 
on the other, the former came to accept the mission, or rather 
to receive the order to leave for England. At the same 
moment the consequences of such a proceeding present them- 
selves to my mind. To disturb the friends of liberty, to scat- 
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ter douds over the causes of the Eevolution, promise a new 
pretext to the malcontents^ isolate the king more and more^ 
sow new germs of defiance within and without the kingdom, 
these are the effects which this precifatous departure, this con- 
demnation without aceusation, must produce. Above all it 
left without a rival the man to whom the chance of events 
had just given a new dictatorship; the man who at this 
moment had at his disposal, in the bosom of liberty, a police 
more active than that of the old regime; the man who, 
through this police, had just collected a stock of accusations 
without accusing; the man who by imposing upc«i M. d^Or- 
leans the law of departure, instead of having him judged and 
condemned if he was guUty, openly avoided by this alone the 
inviolability of the members of the Assembly. My mind was 
made up in an instant; I said to M. Biron, with whom I have 
never had any political relations, but whom I have always 
held in high esteem, and from whom I have several times 
received friendly services: " M. d^Orleans is going to leave, 
without a trial, the post entrusted to him by his constituents; 
if he obeys I denounce his departure and I shall oppose it; 
if he remains, if he makes known the invisible hand which is 
anxious to remove him, I denounce the authority assuming 
the place of the law; let him choose between these alterna- 
tives." M. Biron replied with chivalric sentiments, and I 
waited. M, d'Orl&ms, informed of my resolution, promised 
to follow my advice, but the very next day, in the Assembly, 
I received a note from M. Biron^ and not from M. d'Orleans, 
as the procedure supposes; this note bore the crepe of his grief 
and announced the departure of the prince. But when friend- 
ship was limited to suffering, the man of public affairs was 
permitted to be indignant A shock of temper, or rather of 
civic anger, made me offer a resolution on the spot which the 
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iepc»rter otight to have made known in order to haye the 
right to charge indiscretion. Consider this insolent if you 
will; but at least acknowledge, since it does not take any 
relation for granted, that it excludes all idea of complicity. I 
chai^ it upon him whose conduct up to that time had seemed 
tome free from reproach, but whose departure was in my eyes 
more than a fault. ITow this fact is explained; and M. de 
Lafayette can certify to it in all the details, which are per- 
fectly well known to him. Now if any one dares, I will not 
say to make a crime of this, but to refuse me his approbation; 
if any one dares to maintain that the advice I gave was not in 
conformity with my idutiee, useful to public affairs, and done 
to my honor, let him rifle and accuse me. My opinion, doubt- 
less, is indifferent to him; but I declare that I cannot help 
the most prof otmd scorn for him. 

Thus disappear those atrocious accusations, those unbridled 
calumnies which placed in the number of the most dangerous 
Cons{»ratorB, in the number of the most execrable criminals, a 
man who is conscious of always having wished to be useful 
to his country and of not having been always useless to it^ 
Thus vanishes that secret discovered so late, which a tribunal, 
at the moment of ending its career, has just unveiled to you 
with so much certainty and complaisance. What does it 
matter now whether I discuss or disdain that multitude of 
contradietofy reports, of absurd fables, of insidious reconcilia- 
HanBy which the procedure still contains? What does it mat- 
ter^ for example, if I explain that series of confidences which 
H. Yirien pretends to have received from me and which he 
repeals with so much loyalty? This M. Virion is a strange 
man; but was he ever so fervent a zealot of the present Revo- 
lution; has he at aay time shown himself to be so sincere 
a friend of the constitution that a man of whom everything 
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has been said except that he was a simpleton has taken him 
thus for his confidant? 

I am not speaking here to amuse public malice, to attract 
hatred, to give birth to new divisions. No one knows better 
than I that the safety of everything and everybody is in social 
harmony and in the annihilation of all party spirit; but I can- 
not help adding that it is a sad way to obtain that reunion of 
minds by arousing infamous procedures, changing the judici- 
ary art to an offensive weapon, and V ]i:ifitifying this kind of 
combat with principles that would horrify slaves. I ask your 
permission to sum up the case. 

The procedure designates me only as an accomplice; so there 
is no accusation against me if there is no charge of com- 
plicity. 

The procedure does not designate me as an accomplice of 
any individual excess, but only as a pretended prime mover 
in that excess. There is then no point of accusation against 
me unless it is first proved that there was a prime mover; 
unless it is demonstrated that the pretended charges of com- 
plicity which concern me were a secondary role connected 
with the principal role; if it is not established that my conduct 
has been one of the principles of the action of the movement, 
of the explosion, the^ causes of which are sought for. 

Finally the procedure does not designate me as the accom- 
plice of a general mover, but as the accomplice of such an one. 
There is then no accusation against me if everything is not 
proved at once, and that this mover is tHe principal criminal, 
and that the charges of which I am the object relate to him 
and announce a common plan dependent on the same causes 
and capable of producing the same effects. 

Moreover, nothing of all that would be indispensable to 
prove is proved. 
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I do not wish to examine whether the events concerning 
which information has been given are misfortunes or crimes; 
whether these crimes are the effect of a plot or of imprudence 
or of chance; and whether the supposition of a prime mover 
would not make them a hundred times more inexplicable. It 
is enough for me to remind you that among the facts laid 
to my charge some several months before or after the events 
cannot be connected with them except by the logic of tyrants 
or their instruments; and that others, contemporary with the 
time of the procedure^ are evidently neither cause nor effect; 
have not had, eould not have had any influence; are exclusive 
of the role of agent, of mover, or of accomplice; and that at 
least to suppose that I was of the number of guilty by my own 
will, that I was not impelled by any outside action, by any 
impulse, by any movement, my pretended complicity is a 
chimera. 

Again it is enough for me to make you observe that the 
charges brought against me, far from giving me relations with 
the prime mover designated, would give me entirely opposite 
relations; that in the denunciation of the fraternal repast, 
which I had not alone the pretended imprudence to call an 
orgy, I was only the auxiliary of two of my coUeaguei who 
had used the term before me; that if I had run through the 
ranks of the Regiment de Flandre 1 should have done no 
more, af t#r the procedure itself, than follow the example of a 
multitude of members of this Assembly; that if the remark, 
" What does it matter whether it be Louis XVII?'' was true, 
besides the fact that I was not supposing a change of dynasty, 
my ideas verified by a note to a member of this Assembly, in 
the possible case of a regent, only concerned the brother of 
the King. 

What then is this great part which I am supposed to have 
taken in the events of which the procedure is the object? 
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Where are the proofs of the complicity with which I am 
reproached? What is the crime of which it can be said of me: 
He is the author or the cause of it? 

But I forget that I have just borrowed the knguage of a 
person accused when I should only take that of an accuser. 

What is this procedure, the information concerning which 
has not come to an end^ all the secret springs of which have 
only been combined in a whole year; which, apparently corre- 
sponding to the crime of high treason, against the King, is 
found in the hands of an incompetent tribunal sovereign only 
in cases of crimes of high treason against the nation? What 
is this procedure which, threatening twenty different people 
in the space of a year, sometimes abandoned, and sometimes 
taken up again, aooording to the interest and views, the fears 
or hopes of its maehinators, has been for so long a time only 
a weapon of intrigue^ only a sword suspended above the heads 
of those whom they wished to ruin or frighten, disunite or 
bring together; whicH, finally, after crossing the sea, saw the 
light only at the moment when one of its accused did not 
helieve in the dietatoiship which kept him in exile or dis- 
dained himi 

Whftt ia tills procedmre aimed at individual offences about 
whidh no inquiry is instituted, and yet it is desired to inquire 
into the renaote causes without shedding any light on the 
causes near at hand? What is this procedure all the events 
of which are explained without a plot^ and which nevertheless 
has a plot for a basis, the first aim of which has been to conceal 
real faults and to replace them with imaginary crimes; which, 
direeted in the fizst place by self-love alone, then embittered 
by hatred, afterward taken possession of by party spirit, ihea 
seized upon by the ministerial power, and, thus receiving aev- 
end sorts of influence one after another, finally took the form 
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of an insidious protestation both against your decrees, and 
against the King's liberty of acceptation, against his journey 
to Paris, against the wisdom of your deliberations, and against 
the love of the nation for the monarch ? 

What is this procedure which the most desperate enemies 
of the Revolution would not have directed better if they had 
been the only authors of it, as they wore almost the only 
installments; which tended to stir up the most redoubtable 
party spirit, both in the bosom of this Assembly by opposing 
the witnesses to the judges, and in the whole kingdom by 
slandering the intentions of the capital in the provinces, and 
in every town by making detestable a liberty which might 
have shortened the monarch's life, and in all Europe, by 
painting there the situation of a free King in the false colors 
of a captive, persecuted King: by painting this august Assem- 
bly as an assembly of factious persons? 

Yes, the secret of this infernal procedure is finally discov- 
ered: it is in the interest of those whose testimony and 
slanders have formed the tissue of it; it is in the resources 
which it has furnished to the enemies of the Bevolution; it 
is — ^it is in the heart of the judges, as will soon be engraved 
in history by the most just and the most implacable ven- 
geance. 

[Specially translated by Helen B. Dole.] 
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LORD THOMAS BRSKINB, a noted Bngllsli chancellor, was born In 
I Edinburgh, January 10, 1760, the youngest ion of the Earl of Buchan. 
As the Earl's income was very small it was impossible for him to do much 
toward the education of his son, who accordingly entered the navy as a 
midshipman at an early age. After four years he managed to obtain a 
commission Im the army and was married before coming of age. His 
prospects at this time were very precarious, and, suddenly deciding to 
study law, he sold out his army commission, was admitted to Lincoln's 
Inn, and as gentleman commoner entered Trinity College, Cambridge 
University, in 1776. Called to the bar in 1778, he speedily attained success. 
Almost his earliest forensic speech, uttered im defence of a Captain Baillie» 
prosecuted for libel, was called by Lord Campbell " the most wonderful 
forensic effort of which we have any account in our annals." In 1781 he 
successfully defended Lord George Gordon, tried for treason, and in 1783 
entered Parliament, but was hardly so great a success in parliamentary 
debate as in the court room. He was re-elected to Parliament in 1790, and 
in several political trials stoutly defended the liberty of the press. In 1806 
he was made lord chancellor and elevated to the peerage as Baron 
Erskine. On the return to power of the Tory ministry in 1807 he resigned 
his ofBce and for nearly ten years lived in semi-retirement. In 1817, how- 
ever, he returned to public life and vigorously opposed the Seditious 
Meetings Bill, the act for suspension of habeas corpus, and was especially 
strenuous in securing a fair trial for Queen Caroline. He died at Almodell, 
'West Lothian, Scotland, November 17, 1823. He has been considered the 
greatest advocate who ever appeared before an English bar. Erskine was 
a man of the highest integrity and of most amiable temperament, but 
extremely vain. Besides " Armata," a political romance, he published " A 
View of the Causes and Consequences of the War with France," which 
passed rapidly through forty-eight editions. 



SPEECH IN BEHALF OF STOCKDALE 

DELIVERED AT HIS TRIAL FOR LIBEL ON THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
IN THE COURT OF KING'S BENCH, DECEMBER 9, 1789 

GENTLEMEN OF THE JTJEY,— Mr. Stockdale, who 
is brought as a criminal before you for the publica- 
tion of this book, has, by employing me as his 
advocate, reposed what must appear to many an extraordinary 
degree of confidence; since, although he well knows that I 
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am personally connected in friendsliip with most of those 
whose conduct and opinions are princij)ally arraigned by its 
author, he nevertheless commits to my hands his defence and 
justification. 

From a trust apparently so delicate and singular, vanity 
is but too apt to whisper an application to some fancied merit 
of one's own; but it is proper, for the honor of the English 
bar, that the world should know that such things happen to 
all of us daily and of course; and that the defendant, without 
any knowledge of me, or any confidence that was personal, 
was only not afraid to follow up an accidental retainer from 
the knowledge he haa of the general character of the pro- 
fession. Happy indeed is it for this country that, whatever 
interested divisions may characterize other places of which I 
may have occasion to speak to-day, however the counsels of 
the highest departments of the state may be occasionally dis- 
tracted by personal considerations, they never enter these walls 
to disturb the wlminiatration of justice; whatever may be 
our public principles or the private habits of our lives, they 
never cast even a shade across the path of our professional 
duties. If this be the characteristic even of the bar of an 
English court of justice, what sacred impartiality may not 
every man expect from its jurors and its bench? 

As, from the indulgence which the court was yesterday 
pleased to give to my indisposition, this information was not 
proceeded on when you were attending to try it, it is probable 
you were not altogether inattentive to what passed at the 
trial of the other indictment, prosecuted also by the House 
of Commons; and therefore, without a restatement of the 
same principles, and a similar quotation of authorities to 
fupport them, I need only remind you of the law applicable 
to this subject as it was then admitted by the attorney- 
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general in eoncesfiion to my propoGitions and conjSnned \rr 
the higher authority of the court, namely: 

First, that eyery information or indictment must contain 
such a description of the crime that the defendant may know 
what crime it is which he is called upon to answer. 

Secondly, that the jury may appear to be warranted in their 
conclusion of guilty or not guilty. 

And, lastly, that the court may see such a precise and 
definite transgression upon the record as to be able to apply 
the punishment which judicial discretion may dictate or which 
positive law may inflict. 

It was admitted also to follow as a mere corollary from these 
propositions, that where an information charges a writing to 
be composed or published of and concerning the Commons of 
Great Britain, with an intent to bring that body into scandal 
and disgrace with the public, the author cannot be brought 
within the scope of such a charge unless the jury, on examina- 
tion and comparison of the whole matter written or published, 
shall be satisfied that the particular passages charged as crim- 
inal, when explained by the context and considered as part 
of one entire work, were meant and intended by the author 
to vilify the House of Commons as a body, and were written 
of and concerning them in Parliament assembled. 

These principles being settled, we are now to see what the 
present information is. 

It charges that the defendant — "unlawfully, wicked^ 
and maliciously devising, contriving, and intending to asperse, 
scandalize, and vilify the Commons of Great Britain in Parlia- 
ment assembled; and most wickedly and audaciously to repre- 
sent their proceedings as corrupt and unjust; and to make 
it believed and thought as if the Commons of Great Britain 
in Parliament assembled were a most wicked, tyrannical, 
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base, and corrupt set of persons, and to bring them into dis- 
grace with the public '^ — the defendant published — what? 
Not those latter ends of sentences which the Attorney-General 
has read from his brief as if they had followed one another 
in order in this book; not those scraps and tails of passages 
which are patched together upon this record and pronounced 
in one breath as if they existed without intermediate matter 
in the same page and without context anywhere. No! This 
is not the accusation, even mutilated as it is: for the informa- 
tion charges that, with intention to vilify the House of Com- 
mons, the defendant published the whole book, describing 
it on the record by its title: "A Eeview of the Principal 
Charges Against Warren Hastings, Esq., late Governor- 
General of Bengal;" in which, among other things, the matter 
particularly selected is to be found. Tour inquiry, therefore, 
is not confined to whether the defendant published those 
selected parts of it, and whether, looking at them as they are 
distorted by the information, they carry in fair construction 
the sense and meaning which the innuendoes put upon them; 
but whether the author of the entire work — T say the author, 
gince, if he could defend himself, the publisher unquestion- 
ably can — whether the author wrote the volume which I 
hold iu my hand as a free, manly, bond fide disquisition of 
criminal charges against his fellow citizen; or whether the 
long, eloquent discussion of them which fills so many pages 
was a mere cloak and cover for the introduction of the sup- 
posed scandal imputed to the selected passages, the mind of 
the writer all along being intent on traducing the House of 
Commons, and not on fairly answering their charges against 
If r. Hastings. 

This, gentlemen, is the principal matter for your consid- 
eration; and therefore if^ after you shall have taken the book 
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itself into the chamber which will be provided for you, and 
shall have read the whole of it with impartial attention — if, 
after th^ performance of this duty, you can return here and 
with clear consciences pronounce upon your oaths that the 
impression made upon you by these pages is that the author 
wrote them with the wicked, seditious, and corrupt intentions 
charged by the information — you have then my full permis- 
sion to find the defendant guilty; but if, on the other hand, 
the general tenor of the composition shall impress you with 
respect for the author, and point him out to you as a man 
mistaken, perhaps, himself, but not seeking to deceive others 

— if every line of the work shall present to you an intelligent, 
animated mind, glowing with a Christian compassion toward 
a fellow man whom he believed to be innocent, and with a 
patriot zeal for the liberty of his country, which he considered 
as wounded through the sides of an oppressed fellow citizen; 

— if this shall be the impression on your consciences and 
understandings, when you are called upon to deliver your 
verdict, then hear from me that you not only work pri- 
vate injustice, but break up the press of England, and 
surrender her rights and liberties forever, if you convict the 
defendant. 

Gentlemen, to enable you to form a true judgment of the 
meaning of this book and of the intention of its author, and 
to expose the miserable juggle that is played off in the informa- 
tion by the combination of sentences which, in the work itself, 
have no bearing upon one another, I will first give you the 
publication as it is charged upon the record and presented by 
the Attorney-General in opening the case for the Crown; and 
I will then, by reading the interjacent matter, which is studi- 
ously kept out of view, convince you of its true interpretation. 

The information, beginning with the first page of the book, 
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charges as a libel upon the House of Oommons the following 
sentence: 

"The House of Oommons has now given its final 
decision with regard to the merits and demerits of Mr. 
Hastings. The grand inquest of England have delivered 
their charges, and preferred their impeachment; their alle- 
gations are referred to proof; and from the appeal to the 
collected wisdom and justice of the nation, in the supreme 
tribunal of the kingdom, the question comes to be determined 
whether Mr. Hastings be guilty or not guilty? ^^ 

It is but fair, however, to admit that this first sentence, 
which the most ingenious malice cannot torture into a crim- 
inal construction, is charged by the information rather as 
introductory to what is made to follow it than as libellous iri 
itself; for the Attorney-General, from this introductory passage 
in the first page, goes on at a leap to page thirteen, and 
reads, almost without a stop, as if it immediately followed the 
other, this sentence: 

" What credit can we give to multiplied and accumulated 
charges when we find that they originate from misrepresen- 
tation and falsehood?" 

From these two passages thus standing together, without 
the intervenient matter which occupies thirteen pages, one 
would imagine that, instead of investigating the probability or 
improbability of the guilt imputed to Mr. Hastings; instead 
of carefully examining the charges of the Oommons, and the 
defence of them which had been delivered before them, or 
which was preparing for the Lords, the author had immedi- 
ately, and in a moment after stating the mere fact of the 
impeachment, decided that the act of the Oommons originated 
from misrepresentation and falsehood. 

Gentlemen, in the same manner a veil is cast over all that 
is written in the next seven pages; for, knowing that the 
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context would help to the true construction^ not only of the 
passages charged before, but of those in the sequel of thk 
information, the Attorney-General, aware that it would con- 
vince every man who read it that there was no intention in 
the author to calumniate the House of Commons, passes 
over, by another leap, to page twenty; and in the same man- 
ner, without drawing his breath, and as if it directly followed 
the two former sentences in the first and thirteenth pagea, 
reads from page twenty: 

^^An impeachment of error in judgment with regard to the 
quantum of a fine, and for an intention that never was 
executed and never known to the offending party, charao^ 
terizes a tribunal of inquisition rather than a court of Par- 
liam^it.'^ 

From this passage, by another vault, he leaps over one- 
and-thirty pages more, to page fifty-one, where he reads the 
following sentence^ which he mainly relies on, and upon 
which I shall by and by trouble you with some observations: 

^* Thirteen of them passed in the House of Commons, not 
only without investigation, but without being read; and the 
votes were given without inquiry, argument, or conviction. 
A majority had determined to impeach; opposite parties met 
each other, and ^ jostled in the dark,' to perplex the political 
drama and bring the hero to a tragic catastrophe/' 

From thence, deriving new vigor from every exertion, lie 
makes his last grand stride over forty-four pages more, almoat 
to the end of the book, charging a sentence in the ninety-fifth 
page. 

So that^ out of a volume of one hundred and ten pages, tlia 
defendant is only charged with a few scattered fragments of 
sentences picked out of three or four. Out of a work eonakHb- 
ing of about two iiiousand five himdied and thirfy Juies of 
manly^ spirited eloquence, only forty or fifty lines are ooUad 
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fpom different parts of it, and artfully put together, so as to 
rear up a libel out of a false context by a supposed connection 
of sentences with one another which are not only entirely 
independent, but which, when compared with their antece- 
dents, bear a totally different construction. In this manner 
the greatest works upon government, the most excellent books 
of science, the sacred Scriptures themselves, might be dis- 
torted into libel; by forsaking the general context and hang- 
ing a meaning upon selected parts. Thus, as in the text put 
by Algernon Sidney, " The fool hath said in his heart, There 
is no God," the Attorney-General, on the principle of the 
present proceeding against this pamphlet, might indict the 
publisher of the Bible for blasphemously denying the exist- 
ence of heaven in printing, " There is no God; ^ — these words 
alone, without the context, would be selected by the informa- 
tion, and the Bible, like this book, would be underscored to 
meet it; nor could the defendant in such a case have any 
possible defence unless the jury were permitted to see, by 
the book itself, that the verse, instead of denying the existence 
of the Divinity, only imputed that imagination to a fool. 

Gentlemen, having now gone through the Attorney- 
General's reading, the book shall presently come forward and 
speak for itself; but before I can venture to lay it before you 
it is proper to call your attention to how matters stood at the 
time of its publication, without which the author's meaning 
and intention caimot possibly be understood. 

The Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament assembled, 
had accused Mr. Hastings, as Governor-General of Bengal, 
of high crimes and misdemeanoiis; and their jurisdiction, for 
ihat high purpoBe of national justice, was unquestionably 
competent; but it is proper you should know the nature of 
this inquisitorial capacity. The Commons, in voting an 
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impeaclunent, may be compared to a grand jury finding a 
bill of indictment for the Crown; neither the one nor the 
other can be supposed to proceed but upon the matter which 
is brought before them; neither of them can find guilt without 
accusation, nor the truth of accusation without evidence. When, 
therefore, we speak of the accuser or accusers of a person 
indicted for any crime, although the grand jury are the 
prosecutors in form by giving effect to the accusation, yet 
in common parlance we do not consider them as the responsi- 
ble authors of the prosecution. 

If I were to write of a most wicked indictment, found 
against an innocent man, which was preparing for trial, 
nobody who read it would conceive I meant to stigmatize the 
grand jury that found the bill; but it would be inquired imme- 
diately who was the prosecutor and who were the witnesses 
on the back of it? 

In the same manner I mean to contend that if this book 
is read with only common attention the whole scope of it will 
be discovered to be this: that, in the opinion of the author, 
Mr. Hastings had been accused of maladministration in India 
from the heat and spleen of political divisions in Parliament^ 
and not from any zeal for national honor or justice; that the 
impeachment did not originate from government, but from 
a faction banded against it, which, by misrepresentation and 
violence, had fastened it on an unwilling House of Commons; 
that, prepossessed with this sentiment — which, however 
unfounded, makes no part of the present business, since the 
publisher is not called before you for defaming individual 
members of the Commons, but for a contempt of the Commons 
as a body — the author pursues the charges, article by article; 
enters into a warm and animated vindication of Mr. Hastings, 
by regular answers to each of them; and that, as far as the 
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mind and soul of a man can be visible — I might almost say 
embodied — in his writings, his intention throughout the 
whole volume appears to have been to charge with injustice the 
private accusers of Mr. Hastings, and not the House of Com- 
mons as a body, which undoubtedly rather reluctantly gave 
way to than heartily adopted the impeachment. This will 
be found to be the palpable scope of the book; and no man 
who can read English, and who at the same time will have 
the candor and common sense to take up his impressions from 
what is written in it, instead of bringing his own along with 
him to the reading of it, can possibly understand it otherwise. 
But it may be said, admitting this to be the scope and 
design of the author, what right had he to canvass the merits 
of an accusation upon the records of the Commons, more 
especially while it was in the course of legal procedure? This, 
I confess, might have been a serious question; but the Com- 
mons, as prosecutors of this information, seem to have waived 
or forfeited their right to ask it. Before they sent the 
Attorney-General into this place to punish the publication of 
answers to their charges, they should have recollected that 
their own want of circumspection in the maintenance of their 
privileges and in the protection of persons accused before 
them had given to the public the charges themselves, which 
should have been confined to their own journals. The course 
and practice of Parliament might warrant the printing of 
them for the use of their own members; but there the publica- 
tion should have stopped and all further progress been resisted 
by authority. If they were resolved to consider answers to 
their charges as a contempt of their privileges, and to punish 
the publication of them by such severe prosecutions, it would 
have well become them to have be^un first with those printers 
who, by publishing the charges themselves throughout the 
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whole kingdom, or rather throughout the whole civilized 
world, were anticipating the passions and judgments of the 
public against a subject of England upon his trial, so as to 
make the publication of answers to them not merely a priv- 
ilege, but a debt and duty to humanity and justice. The 
Commons of Great Britain claimed and exercised the privilege 
of questioning the innocence of Mr. Hastings by their 
impeachment; but as, however questioned, it was still to be 
presumed and protected until guilt was established by a judg- 
ment, he whom they had accused had an equal claim upon 
their justice to guard him from prejudice and misrepresenta- 
tion until the hour of trial. 

Had the Commons, therefore, by the exercise of their 
high, necessary, and legal privileges, kept the public aloof 
from all canvass of their proceedings by an early punishment 
of printers who, without reserve or secrecy, had sent out the 
charges into the world from a thousand presses in every form 
of publication, they would have then stood upon ground to- 
day from whence no argument of policy or justice could have 
removed them; because nothing could be more incompatible 
with either than appeals to the many upon subjects of 
judicature which, by common consent, a few are appointed to 
determine, and which must be determined by facts and prin- 
ciples which the multitude have neither leisure nor knowl- 
edge to investigate. But then let it be remembered that it 
is for those who have the authority to accuse and punish, 
to set the example of and to enforce this reserve which is so 
necessary for the ends of justice. Courts of law therefore, 
in England, never endure the publication of their records; and 
a prosecutor of an indictment would be attached for such a 
publication; and upon the same principle a defendant would 
be punished for anticipating the justice of his country by the 
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publication of his defence, the public being no party to it 
until the tribunal appointed for its determinaticm be op^i for 
its decision. 

Gentlemen^ you have a right to take judicial notice of 
these matters without the proof of them by witnesses, for 
jurors may not only, without evidence, found their verdicts 
on facts that are notorious, but upon what they know privately 
themselves, after revealing it upon oath to one another, and 
therefore you are always to remember that this book was 
written when the charges against Mr. Hastings, to which it 
is an answer, were, to the knowledge of the Commons (for we 
cannot presume our watchmen to have been asleep), publicly 
hawked about in every pamphlet, magazine, and newspaper 
in the kingdom. You well know with what a curious appetite 
those charges were devoured by the whole public, interesting 
as they were, not only from their importance, but from the 
merit of their composition; certainly not so intended by the 
honorable and excellent composer to oppress the accused, but 
because the commonest subjects swell into eloquence under 
the touch of his sublime genius. Thus, by the remissness of 
the Commons, who are now the prosecutors of this informa- 
tion, a subject of England^ who was not even ohai^d with 
contumacious resistance to authority, much less a proclaimed 
outlaw, and therefore fully entitled to every security which 
the custc»ns and statutes of the kingdom hxM out for the 
protection of British liberty, saw himself pierced with the 
arrows of thousands and ten thousands of libels. 

Gentlemen, ere I venture to lay the bode before you, it 
must be yet furthcar remembeored (for the fact k equally 
Botori&ufi) that under these JMnnnrioqa ouemmlm oes &e 
txisl of Mr. HaatingB at the liar of tli^ Lofds htd, aetnally 
jDommeneed long before its psUiMtlMi 
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There the most august and striking spectacle was daily 
exhibited which the world ever witnessed. A vast stage of 
justice was erected, awful from its high authority, splendid 
from its illustrious dignity, venerable from the learning and 
wisdom of its judges, captivating and affecting from the 
mighty concourse of all ranks and conditions which daily 
flocked into it as into a theatre of pleasure; there, when the 
whole public mind was at once awed and softened to the 
impression of every human affection, there appeared, day after 
day, one after another, men of the most powerful and exalted 
talents, eclipsing by their accusing eloquence the most boasted 
harangues of antiquity — rousing the pride of national resent- 
ment by the boldest invectives against broken faith and 
violated treaties, and shaking the bosom with alternate pity 
and horror by the most glowing pictures of insulted nature 
and humanity; ever animated and energetic from the love 
of fame, which is the inherent passion of genius; firm and 
indefatigable from a strong prepossession of the justice of their 
cause. 

Gentlemen, when the author sat down to write the book 
now before you, all this terrible, unceasing, exhaustless artil- 
lery of warm zeal, matchless vigor of understanding, consuming 
and devouring eloquence, united with the highest dignity, was 
daily, and without prospect of conclusion, pouring forth upon 
one private, unprotected man, who was bound to hear it, in 
the face of the whole people of England, with reverential 
submission and silence. I do not complain of this, as I did 
of the publication of the charges, because it was what the law 
allowed and sanctioned in the course of a public trial; but 
when it is remembered that we are not angels, but weak f aUi- 
ble men, and that even the noble judges of that high tribunal 
axe clothed beneath their ermines with the common infirmi- 
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ties of man's nature, it will bring ns all to a proper temper 
for considering the book itself, which will in a few moments 
be laid before you. But first let me once more remind you 
that it was under all these circumstances, and amidst the blaze 
of passion and prejudice which the scene I have been endeav- 
oring faintly to describe to you might be supposed likely to 
produce, that the author, whose name I will now give to 
you, sat down to compose the book which is prosecuted to-day 
as a libel. 

The history of it is very short and natural. 

The Rev. Mr. Logan, minister of the gospel at Leith, in 
Scotland, a clergyman of the purest morals, and, as you will 
see by and by, of very superior talents, well acquainted with 
the human character, and knowing the difficulty of bringing 
back public opinion after it is settled on any subject, took a 
warm, unbought, unsolicited interest in the situation of Mr. 
Hastings, and determined, if possible, to arrest and suspend 
the public judgment concerning him. He felt for the situa- 
tion of a fellow citizen exposed to a trial which, whether right 
or wrong, is undoubtedly a severe one; a trial certainly not 
confined to a few criminal acts like those we are accustomed 
to, but comprehending the transactions of a whole life and 
the complicated policies of numerous and distant nations; a 
trial which had neither visible limits to its duration, bounds 
to its expense, nor circumscribed compass for the grasp of 
memory or understanding; a trial which had therefore broken 
loose from the common forms of decision and had become 
the universal topic of discussion in the world, superseding not 
only every other grave pursuit, but every fashionable 
dissipation. 

Gentlemen, the question you have therefore to try upon all 
ihifl matter is extremely simple. It is neither more nor less 
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than this. At a time when the charges against Mr. Hastings 
were, by the implied consent of the Commons, in every hand 
and on every table; when, by their managers, the lightning 
of eloquence was incessantly consuming him and flashing in 
the eyes of the public; when every man was, with perfect 
impunity, saying, and writing, and publishing just what he 
pleased of the supposed plunderer and devastator of nations, 
— would it have been criminal in Mr. Hastings himself to 
have reminded the public that he was a native of this free 
land, entitled to the common protection of her justice, and 
that he had a defence, in his turn, to offer to them, the out- 
lines of which he implored them in the meantime to receive, 
as an antidote to the unlimited and impunished poison in 
circulation against him? 

This is, without color or exaggeration, the true question you 
are to decide; because I assert, without the hazard of contra- 
diction, that if Mr. Hastings himself could have stood justified 
or excused in your eyes for publishing this volume in his 
own defence, the author, if he wrote it hona fide to defend 
him, must stand equally excused and justified; and if the 
author be justified, the publisher cannot be criminal, unless 
you have evidence that it was published by him with a differ- 
ent spirit and intention from those in which it was written^ 
The question, therefore, is correctly what I just now stated it 
to be: Could Mr. Hastings have been condemned to infamy 
for writing this book? 

Gentlemen, I tremble with indignation to be driven to put 
such a question in England. Shall it be endured that a 
subject of this country (instead of being arraigned and tried 
for some single act in Tier ordinary courts, where the accuaar 
tion, as soon at least as it is made public, is followed wifhin; 
a few liours 1>y the decHon) may "be impeached by the Com- 
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mens for the transactions of twenty years, that the accusation 
shall spread as wide as the region of letters, that the accused 
shall stand, day after day, and year after year, as a spectacle 
before the public, which shall be kept in a perpetual state of 
inflammation against him; yet that he shall not, without the 
fleverest penalties, be permitted to submit anything to the 
judgment of mankind in his defence? If this be law (which 
it is for you to-day to decide), such a man has no trial. This 
great hall, built by our fathers for English justice, is no 
longer a court, but an altar; and an Englishman, instead of 
being judged in it by God and his country, is a victim and a 
sacrifice. 

You will carefully remember that I am not presuming to 
question either the right or duty of the Commons of Great 
Britain to impeach; neither am I arraigning the propriety of 
their selecting, as they have done, the most extraordinary 
persons for ability which the age has produced to manage 
their impeachment. Much less am I censuring the managers 
themselves, charged with the conduct of it before the Lords, 
who are undoubtedly bound, by their duty to the House and 
to the public, to expatiate upon the crimes of the persons 
:whom they had accused. If one of these points are questioned 
by me nor are in this place questionable. I desire only to 
•have it decided whether — if the Commons, when national 
expediency happens to call, in their judgment, for an impeach- 
ment, shall, instead of keeping it on their own records, and 
carrying it with due solemnity to the Peers for trial, permit 
it, without censure and punishment, to be sold like a common 
newspaper in the shop of my client, so crowded with their 
own members that no plain man, without privilege of Parlia- 
ment, can hope even for the sight of the fire in a winter's 
day, every man buying it, reading it> and commenting upon it 



2934 



ORSKINB 



— the gentleman himself who is the object of it, or his friend 
in his absence, may not, without stepping beyond the bounds 
of English freedom, put a copy of what is thus published into 
his pocket, and send back to the very same shop for publication 
a bona fidey rational, able answer to it, in order that the bane 
and antidote may circulate together, and the public be kept 
straight till the day of decision. 

If you think, gentlemen, that this common duty of self- 
preservation in the accused himself, which nature writes as 
a law upon the hearts of even savages and brutes, is neverthe- 
less too high a privilege to be enjoyed by an impeached and 
suffering Englishman; or if you think it beyond the offices of 
humanity and justice, when brought home to the hand of a 
brother or a friend, you will say so by your verdict of guilty; 
the decision will then be yours, and the consolation mine that 
I have labored to avert it. A very small part of the misery 
which will follow from it is likely to light upon me; the rest 
Will be divided among yourselves and your children. 

Gentlemen, I observe plainly and with infinite satisfaction 
that you are shocked and offended at my even supposing it 
possible you should pronounce such a destestable judgment, 
and that you only require of me to make out to your satis- 
faction, as I promised, that the real scope and object of this 
book is a bona fide defence of Mr. Hastings and not a cloak 
and cover for scandal on the House of Commons. I engage 
to do this, and I engage for nothing more. I shall make an 
open, manly defence. I mean to torture no expressions from 
their natural constructions; to dispute no innuendoes on the 
record, should any of them have a fair application; nor t# 
conceal from your notice any unguarded, intemperate exprei- 
sions which may perhaps be found to chequer the vigorous 
and animated career of the work. 
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Such a conduct might, by accident, shelter the defendant; 
but it would be the surrender of the very principle on which 
alone the liberty of the English press can stand, and I shall 
never defend any man from a temporary imprisonment by the 
permanent loss of my own liberty and the ruin of my country. 
I mean, therefore, to submit to you that, though you should 
find a few lines in page thirteen or twenty-one, a few more in 
page fifty-one, and some others in other places, containing 
expressions bearing on the House of Commons, even, as a 
body, which if written as independent paragraphs by them- 
selves would be indefensible libels, yet that you have a right 
to pass them over in judgment provided the substance clearly 
appears to be a bona fide conclusion arising from the honest 
investigation of a subject which it was lawful to investigate, 
and the questionable expressions the visible effusion of a 
zealous temper engaged in an honorable and legal pursuit. 
After this preparation I am not afraid to lay the book in its 
genuine state before you. 

The pamphlet begins thus : 

" The House of Commons has now given its final decision 
with regard to the merits and demerits of Mr. Hastings. The 
grand inquest of England have delivered their charges and 
preferred their impeachment; their allegations are referred 
to proof; and, from the appeal to the collective wisdom and 
justice of the nation in the supreme tribunal of the kingdom, 
the question comes to be determined whether Mr. Hastings 
be guilty or not guilty?" 

Now, if immediately after what I have just read to you 
(which is the first part charged by the information) the author 
had said, '^ Will accusations built on such a baseless fabric 
prepoflsess the public in favor of the impeachment? What 
credit can we give to multiplied a^i accumulated charges, 
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when we find that they originate from misrepresentation and 
falsehood?" — every man would have been justified in pro- 
nouncing that he was attacking the House of Commons, be- 
cause the groundless accusations mentioned in the second 
sentence could have no reference but to the House itself 
mentioned by name in the first and only sentence which pre- 
ceded it. 

But, gentlemen, to your astonishment, I will now read what 
intervenes between these two passages. From this you will see, 
beyond a possibility of doubt, that the author never meant to 
calunoniate the House of Commons, but to say that the accusa- 
tions of Mr. Hastings before the whole House grew out of a 
Committee of Secrecy established some years before, and were 
afterwards brought forward by the spleen of private enemies 
and a faction in the government. This will appear, not only 
from the grammatical construction of the words, but, from 
what is better than words, from the meaning which a person 
writing as a friend of Mr. Hastings must be supposed to have 
intended to convey. Why should such a friend attack the 
House of Commons? Will any man gravely tell me that 
the House of Commons, as a body, ever wished to impeach 
Mr. Hastings ? Do we not all know that they constantly hung 
back from it and hardly knew where they were or what to 
do when they found themselves entangled with it? My 
learned friend the attorney-general is a member of this 
assembly; perhaps he may tell you by and by what he 
thought of it, and whether he ever marked any disposition in 
the majority of the Commons hostile to Mr. Hastings. But 
why should I distress my friend by the question? The fact 
is sufficiently notorious; and what I am going to read from 
the book itself (which is left out in the information) is too 
plain for controversy* 
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''Whatever may be tlie event of the impeachinent, the 
proper exercise of such power is a valuable privilege of tlie 
British constitution, a formidable guardian of the public lib- 
erty and the dignity of the nation. The only danger is that 
from the influence of faction and the awe which is annexed 
to great names they may be prompted to determine 
before they inquire and to pronounce judgment without 
examination,'^ 

Here is the clue to the whole pamphlet. The author trusts 
to and respects the House of Commons, but is afraid their 
mature and just consideration may be disturbed by faction. 
Now, does he mean government by faction? Does he mean 
the majority of the Commons by faction? Will the House, 
which is the prosecutor here, sanction that application of the 
phrase — or will the Attorney-General admit the majority 
to be the true innuendo of faction ? I wish he would ; I should 
then have gained something at least by this extraordinary 
debate. But I have no expectation of the sort; such a con- 
cession would be too great a sacrifice to any prosecution at a 
time when everything is considered as faction that disturbs the 
repose of the Minister in Parliament. But indeed, gentle- 
men, some things are too plain for argument. The author 
certainly means my friends, who, whatever qualifications may 
belong to them, must be contented with the appellation of 
faction while they oppose the Minister in the House of Com- 
mons; but the House, having given its meaning to the phrase 
of faction for its own purposes, cannot in decency change the 
interpretation in order to convict my client. I take that to 
be beyond the privilege of Parliament. 

The same bearing upon individual members of the Com- 
mons, and not on the Commons as a body, is obvious through- 
out. Thus, after saying, in page nine, that the East India 
Company had thanked Mr. Hastings for his meritorious 
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Bervicss (which is unquestionably true), he adds " that man- 
kind would abide by their deliberate decision rather than 
by the intemperate assertion of a committee." 

This he writes after the impeachment was found by the 
Commons at large, but he takes no account of their proceed- 
ings, imputing the whole to the original committee, that is, 
the Committee of Secrecy, so called, I suppose, from their 
being the authors of twenty volumes in folio which will 
remain a secret to all posterity, as nobody will ever read them. 
The same construction is equally plain from what immedi- 
ately follows: 

" The report of the Committee of Secrecy also states 
that the happiness of the native inhabitants of India 
has been deeply affected, their confidence in English faith and 
lenity shaken and impaired, and the character of this nation 
wantonly and wickedly degraded." 

Here, again, you are grossly misled by the omission of near 
twenty-one pages; for the author, though he is here si)eaking 
of this committee by name, which brought forward the charges 
to the notice of the House, and which he continues to do 
onward to the next select paragraph, yet, by arbitrarily sinking 
the whole context, he is taken to be speaking of the House 
as a body, when in the passage next charged by the informa- 
tion he reproaches the accusers of Mr. Hastings; although, 
so far is he from considering them as the House of Commons, 
that in the very same page he speaks of the Articles as the 
charges, not even of the Committee, but of Mr. Burke alone, 
the most active and intelligent member of that body, having 
been circulated in India by a relation of that gentleman: 
" The charges of Mr. Burke have been carried to Calcutta and 
carefully circulated in India." 
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Now, if we were considering these passages of tfie work 
as calumniating a body of gentlemen many of whom I must 
be supposed highly to respect, or as reflecting upon my worthy 
friend whose name I have mentioned, it would give rise to a 
totally different inquiry which it is neither my duty nor 
yours to agitate; but surely the more that consideration 
obtrudes itself upon us the more clearly it demonstrates that 
the author's whole direction was against the individual 
accusers of Mr. Hastings, and not against the House of 
Commons, which merely trusted to the matter they had 
collected. 

Although, from a caution which my situation dictates as 
representing another, I have thought it my duty thus to point 
out to you the real intention of the author as it appears by the 
fair construction of the work, yet I protest that in my own 
apprehension it is very immaterial whether he speaks of the 
Committee or of the House provided you shall think the 
whole volume a bona fide defence of Mr. Hastings. This is 
the great point I am, by all my observations, endeavoring to 
establish, and which I think no man who reads the following 
short passages can doubt. Very intelligent peiBons have 
indeed considered them, if founded in facts, to render every 
other amplification unnecessary. The first of them is as fol- 
lows: 

"It was known, at that time, that Mr. Hastings had 
not only descended from a public to a private station, but 
that he was persecuted with accusations and impeachments. 
But none of these suffering millions have sent their complaints 
to this country; not a sigh nor a groan has been wafted from 
India to Britain. On the contrary, testimonies the most 
honorable to the character and merit of Mr. Hastings have 
been transmitted by those very princes whom he has been 
supposed to have loaded with the deepest injuries.'* 
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Here, gentlemen, we must be permitted to pause together 
a little; for, in examining whether these pages were written as 
an honest answer to the charges of the Commons or as a 
prostituted defence of a notorious criminal whom the writer 
believed to be guilty, truth becomes material at every step; 
for if in any instance he be detected of a wilful misrepresenta- 
tion he is no longer an object of your attention. 

"Will the Attorney-General proceed then to detect the 
hypocrisy of our author by giving ns some details of the 
proofs by which these personal enormities have been estab- 
lished, and which the writer must be supposed to have been 
acquainted with? I ask this as the defender of Mr. Stockdale, 
not of Mr. Hastings, with whom I have no concern. I am 
sorry, indeed, to be so often obliged to repesi this protest; 
but I really feel myself embarrased with those repeated coin- 
cidences of defence which thicken on me as I advance, and 
which were, no doubt, overlooked by the Commons when they 
directed this interlocutory inquiry into his conduct. I ask, 
then, as connsel for Mr. Stockdale, whether, when a great 
state criminal is brought for justice at an immense expense 
to the public, accused of the most oppressive cruelties, and 
charged with the robbery of princes and the destruction of 
nations, it is not open to any one to ask, "Who are his 
accusers? What are the sources and the authorities of these 
shocking complaints? Where are the ambassadors or memo- 
rials of those princes whose revenues he has plundered? 
Where are the witnesses for those unhappy men in whose 
persons the rights of humanity have been violated? How 
deeply buried is the blood of the innocent, that it does not 
rise up in retributive judgment to confound the guiliy?" 

Thase, surely, are questions which, when a fellow citizen is 
upon a long, painful, and expensive trial, humanity has a 
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right to propose; which the plain sense of the most unlettered 
man may be expected to dictate; and which all history must 
provoke from the more enlightened. 

When Cicero impeached Verres before the great tribunal 
of Rome of similar cruelties and depredations in her provinces, 
the Eoman people were not left to such inquiries. AH Sicily 
surrounded the Forum, demanding justice upon her plunderer 
and spoiler with tears and imprecations. It was not by the 
eloquence of the orator, but by the cries and tears of the 
miserable, that Cicero prevailed in that illustrious cause. 
Verres fled from the oaths of his accusers and their witnesses, 
and not from the voice of TuUy. To preserve the fame of 
his eloquence he composed his five celebrated speeches, but 
they were never delivered against the criminal, because he 
had fled from the city, appalled with the sight of the perse- 
cuted and the oppressed. It may be said that the cases of 
Sicily and India are widely different; perhaps they may be; 
whether they are or not is foreign to my purpose. I am not 
bound to deny the possibility of answers to such questions; I 
am only vindicating the right to ask them. 

Gentlemen, the author, in the other passage which I marked 
out to your attention, goes on thus : 

"Lord Comwallis and Sir John Macpherson, his 
successors in office, have given the same voluntary 
tribute of approbation to his mecusures as Governor-General 
of India. A letter, from the former, dated the 10th 
of August, 1786, gives the following account of our 
dominions in Asia: ^ The native inhabitants of this kingdom 
are the happiest and best protected subjects in India; our 
native allies and tributaries confide in our protection; the 
coimtry powers are aspiring to the friendship of the English; 
and from the King of Tidore, toward New Guinea, to Timur 
Shah, on the banks of the Indus, there is not a state that has 
not lately given us proofs of confidence and respect.' '* 
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Still pursuing the same test of sincerity, let us examine this 
defenfiive allegation. 

Will the Attorney-General say that he does not believe 
such a letter from Lord Cornwallis ever existed? No! for he 
knows that it is as authentic as any document from India upon 
the table of the House of Commons. What, then, is the 
letter? " The native inhabitants of this kingdom," says Lord 
Cornwallis (writing from the very spot), " are the happiest and 
best protected subjects in Lidia," etc., etc., etc. The inhabitants 
of this kingdom! Of what kingdom? Of the very kingdom 
which Mr. Hastings hafl just returned from governing for thir- 
teen years, and for the misgovemment and desolation of which 
he stands every day as a criminal, or rather as a spectacle, before 
us. This is matter for serious reflection and fully entitles 
the author to put the question which immediately follows: 

" Does this authentic account of the administration of Mr. 
Hastings, and of the state of Lidia, correspond with the 
gloomy picture of despotism and despair drawn by the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy? " 

Had that picture been even drawn by the House of Com- 
mons itself, he would have been fully justified in asking this 
question; but you observe it has no bearing on it; the last 
words not only entirely destroy that interpretation, but also 
the meaning of the very next passage which is selected by the 
information as criminal; namely: 

" What credit can we give to multiplied and accumulated 
charsres when we find that they originate from misrepresenta- 
tion and falsehood ? " 

This passage, which is charged as a libel on the Commons, 
when thus compared with its immediate antecedent, can bear 
but .one construction. It is impossible to contend that it 10 
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charges misrepresentation on the House that found the 
impeachment, but upon the Committee of Secrecy just before 
adverted to, who were supposed to have selected the matter, 
and brought it before the whole House for judgment. 

I do not mean, as I have often told you, to vindicate any 
calumny on that honorable Committee, or upon any individual 
of it, any more than upon the Contmions at large, but the 
defendant is not charged by this information with any such 
offences. 

Let me here pause once more to ask you whether the book 
in its genuine state, as far as we have advanced in it, makes 
the same impression on your minds now as when it was first 
read to you in detached passages; and whether, if I were to 
tear off the first part of it, which I hold in my hand, and give 
it to you as an entire work, the first and last passages, which 
have been selected as libels on the Conmions, would now 
appear to be so when blended with the interjacent parts? I 
do not ask your answer — I shall have it in your verdict. 

The question is only put to direct your attention in pursuing 
the remainder of the volume to this main point, — is it an 
honest, serious defence? For this purpose, and as an example 
for all others, I will read the author^s entire answer to the 
first article of charge concerning Cheit Sing, the Zemindar of 
Benares, and leave it to your impartial judgments to determine 
whether it be a mere cloak and cover for the slander imputed 
by the information to the concluding sentence of it, which is 
the only part attacked; or whether, on the contrary, that con- 
clusion itself, when embodied with what goes before it, does 
not stand explained and justified? 

'* The first article of impeachment," continues our author, 
•'is concerning Oheit Sing, the Zemindar of Benares. Bul- 
-want Sing, the father of this Bajah, was merely an aumily or 
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farmer and collector of the revenues for Sujali-ul-Dowlahy 
Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Mogul empire. When, on 
the decease of his father, Cheit Sing was confirmed in the 
office of collector for the Vizier, he paid two hundred thou- 
sand pounds as a gift, or muzzeranah, and an additional lenl 
of thirty thousand pounds per annum. 

"As the father was no more than an aumil, the son suc- 
ceeded only to his rights and pretensions. But by a sunnud 
granted to him by the Nabob, Sujah Dowlah, in September, 
1773, through the influence of Mr. Hastings^ he acquired a 
legal title to property in the land, and was raised from the 
office of aumil to rank of Zemindar. About four years after 
the death of Bulwart Sing the Governor-General and Council 
of Bengal obtained the sovereignty paramount of the prov- 
ince of Benares. On the transfer of this sovereignty the 
Governor and Council proposed a new grant to Cheit Sing^ 
confirming his former privileges, and conferring upon him the 
addition of the sovereign rights of the mint, and the powers 
of criminal justice with regard to life and death* 'He waa 
then recognized by the Company as one of their Zemindars; 
a tributary subject, or feudatory vassal, of the British empire 
in Hindostan. The feudal system, which was formerly sup- 
posed to be peculiar to our Gothic ancestors, has always pre- 
vailed in the East. In every description of that form of gov- 
ernment, notwithstanding accidental variations, there are two 
associations expressed or understood; one for internal security, 
the other for external defence. The King or Nabob confers 
protection on the feudatory baron as tributary prince, on con- 
dition of an annual revenue in the time of peace, and of mil- 
itary service, partly commutable for money, in the time of 
war. The feudal incidents in the Middle Ages in Europe, 
the fine paid to the superior on marriage, wardship, relief, etc., 
correspond to the annual tribute in Asia. Military service m 
war, and extraordinary aids in the evait of extraordinaij 
emergencies, were common to both. 

"When the Governor-General of Bengal, in 1778, made 
an extraordinary demand on the Zemindar of Benares for 
five lacs of rupees, the British empire in that part of the 
world was surrounded with enemies which threatened ill 
destru£tk)n. In 1779 a general confederacy was formed 
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among the great powers of Hindostan for the expuMou of 
Ae English from their Asiatic dominions. At this crisis the 
expectation of a French armament angmented the general 
calamities of the country. Mr. Hastings is chaiged by the 
Committee with making his first demand under the false pre- 
tence that hostilities had commenced with France. Such an 
insidious attempt to pervert a meritorious action into a crime 
is new — even in the history of impeachments. On the 7th 
of July, 1778, Mr. Hastings received private intelligeBX5e from 
an English merchant at Cairo that war had been declared 
by Great Britain on the 23d of March, and by France on the 
80th of April. Upon this intelligence, considered as authen- 
tic, it was determined to attack all the Fren^ settlements in 
India. >The information was afterward found to be pi^ema- 
ture; but in the latter end of August a secret despatch was 
received from England authorizing and appointing Mr. Hast- 
ings to take Ae measures which he had already adopted in 
the preceding month. The Directors and the Board of Control 
have expressed their approbation of this transaction by liber- 
ally rewarding Mr. Baldwyn, the merchant, for sending the 
earliest intelligence he could procure to Bengal. It was two 
days after Mr. Hastings's information of the French war that 
he formed the resolution of exacting ihe five lacs of rupees 
from Cheit Sing, and would have made similar exactionB from 
all the dependencies of the Company in India had they been 
in the same circumstances. The fact is that tUe great Zemin- 
Siars of Bengal pay as much to government as their lands can 
afford. Chart Singes collections weie above fifty lacs, and his 
rent not twenty-four. 

" The right of calling for extraordinary aids and military 
service in times of danger being universallj established in 
India, as it was formerly in Europe during the feudal times, 
the subsequent conduct of Mr. Hastings is explained and vin- 
dicated. The Govemor-Gen«ral and Council of Besigal hav- 
ing made a demand upon a trilmtary Z^nindar for three suo- 
eessive yeain, and that demand having been resisted by their 
vassal, they are justified in his punishment. The necessities 
of the Company, in consequence of the critical situation of 
l3iar affairs in 1781, calling for a high fine; the ability of the 
Zemindar, who possessed near two crores of rupees in moaej 
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and jewels, to pay the sum required; his backwardness to com- 
ply with the demands of his superiors; his disaffection to the 
English interest and desire of revolt, which even then began 
to appear and were afterwards conspicuous — fully justify 
Mr. Hastings in every subsequent step of his conduct. In the 
whole of his proceedings it is manifest that he had not early 
formed a design hostile to the Zemindar, but was regulated by 
events which he could neither foresee nor control. When the 
neceesaiy measures which he had taken for supporting the 
authority of the Company by punishing a refractory vassal 
were thwarted and defeated by the barbarous massacre of the 
British troops and by the rebellion of Cheit Sing, the appeal 
was made to arms; an unavoidable revolution took place in 
Eenaree, and the Zemindar became the author of his own 
destruction. '^ 

Here follows the concluding passage, which is arraigned by 
the information: — 

" The decision of the House of Commons on this charge 
against Mr. Hastings is one of the most singular to be met 
with in the annals of Parliament. The minister, who was 
followed by the majority, vindicated him in everything that 
he had done, and found him blamable only for what he 
intended to do; justified every step of his conduct, and only 
criminated his proposed intention of converting the crimes 
of the Zemindar to the benefit of the state by a fine of fifty 
lacs of rupees. An impeachment of error in judgment with 
regard to the quantum of a fine, and for an intention that 
never was executed and never known to the offending party, 
characterizes a tribunal of inquisition rather than a court of 
Parliament.'^ 

Gentlemen, I am ready to admit that this sentiment might 
have been expressed in language more reserved and guarded; 
but you will look to the sentiment itself rather than to its 
dress ; to the mind of the writer ^nd not to the bluntness with 
which he may happen to express it. It is obviously the lan- 
guage of a warm man, engaged in the honest defence of his 
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friend, and who is brought to what he thinks a just conclusion 
in argument, which perhaps becomes offensive in proportion 
to its truth. Truth is undoubtedly no warrant for writing 
what is reproachful of any private man. If a miember of 
society lives within the law, then, if he offends, it is against 
God alone, and man has nothing to do with him; and if he 
transgress the laws, the libeller should arraign him before 
them instead of presuming to try him himself. But as to 
writings on general subjects, which are not charged as an 
infringement on the rights of individuals, but as of a seditious 
tendency, it is far otherwise. When, in the progress either 
of legislation or of high national justice in Parliament, they 
who are amenable to no law are supposed to have adopted, 
through mistake or error, a principle which, if drawn into 
precedent, might be dangerous to the public, I shall not admit 
it to be a libel in the course of a legal and bona fide publica- 
tion to state that such a principle had in fact been adopted. 
The people of England are not to be kept in the dark 
touching the proceedings of their own representatives. Let 
us therefore coolly examine this supposed offence and see 
what it amoimts to. 

First, was not the conduct of the right honorable gentle- 
man whose name is here mentioned exactly what it is repre- 
sented ? Will the Attorney-General, who was present in the 
House of Commons, say that it was not ? Did not the Min- 
ister vindicate Mr. Hastings in what he had done, and was 
not his consent to that article of the impeachment founded 
on the intention only of levying a fine on the Zemindar for 
the service of the state, beyond the quantum which he, the 
Minister, thought reasonable? What else is this but an 
impeachment of error in judgment in the quantum of a fine? 

So much for the first part of the sentence, which, regarding 
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Mr. Pitt odIj, is foreign to our purpoee; and as to tiie kat 
part of it; which imputes the sentiments of the Minister to 
the majority that followed him with their votes on the ques- 
tion, that appears to me to be giving handsome credit to the 
majority for having voted from conviction and not from 
courtesy to the Minister. To have supposed otherwise I dare 
not say would have been a more natural libel, but it would 
certainly have been a greater one. The sum and substance 
therefore of the paragraph is only this : that an impeachment 
for error in judgment is not consistent with the theory or the 
practice of the English government. So say I. I say with- 
out reserve, speaking merely in the ab^ract, and not mean- 
ing to decide upon the merits of Mr. Hastings's cause, that 
an impeachment for an error in judgment is contrary to the 
whole sfMirit of Englii^ criminal justice, which, thou^ not 
binding on the House of Commons, ought to be a guide to its 
proceedings. I say that the extraordinary jurisdiction of 
impeachment ought never to be assumed to expose error or 
to scourge misfortune, but to hold up a terrible example te 
corruption and wilful abuse of authority, by extra4egal painsw 
If public men are always punished with due severity when 
the soopce of their misconduct appears to have been selfishly 
corrupt and criminal, the public can never sufFer when their 
enore are treated with gentleness. 

From such protection to the magistrate, no man can think 
lightly of the charge of magistracy itself, when he sees, by 
tUe language of the saving judgment, that the only titSe to it 
is an honest and zealous intention. If at this moment, geDr 
demien, or indeed in any other in the whole course of eur 
history, ihe people of England were to call upon every nmn 
in this impeachmg House of Commons who had giv^n Ism 
voice on pubHo questions, or acted in authority, civil or mil- 



IN BEHALF OF STOCKDALB 



294» 



itary, to answer for the issues of our councils and our wars, 
and if honest, single intentions for the public service were 
refused as answers to impeachments, we should have many 
relations to mourn for and many friends to deplore. For 
my own part, gentlemen, I feel, I hope, for my country as 
much as any man that inhabits it; but I would rather see it 
fall, and be buried in its ruins, than lend my voice to wound 
any Minister, or other responsible person, however unfortu- 
nate, who had fairly followed the lights of his understanding 
and the dictates of his conscience for its preservation. 

Gkntlemen, this is no theory of mine; it is the language 
of English law and the protection which it affords to every 
man in office from the highest to the lowest trust of gov- 
ernment. In no one instance that can be named, foreign or 
domestic, did the Court of King's Bench ever interpose its 
extraordinary jurisdiction by information against any magis^ 
trate for the widest departure from the rule of his duty, with- 
out the plainest and clearest proof of corruption. To every 
such application not so supported the constant answer has 
been, Go to a grand jury with your complaint God forbid 
that a magistrate should sufEer from an error in judgment, 
if his purpose was honestly to discharge his trust. 

We cannot stop the ordinary course of justice; but wher- 
ever the court has a discretion, such a magistrate is entitled to 
its protection. I appeal to the noble judge and to every 
man who hears me for the truth and universality of this 
position; and it would be a strange solecism indeed to assert 
that in a case where the supreme court of criminal justice 
in the nation would refuse to- interpose an extraordinary 
though a legal jurisdiction, on the principle that the ordinary 
execution of the laws should never be exceeded but for the 
punishment of malignant guilt, the Commona^ in their higher 



2950 ERSKINB 

capacity, growing out of the same constitution, should reject 
that principle, and stretch them yet further by a jurisdiction 
still more eccentric. 

Many impeachments have taken place, because the law 
could not adequately punish the objects of them; but who 
ever heard of one being set on foot because the law, upon 
principle, would not punish them? Many impeachments have 
been adopted for a higher example than a prosecution in the 
ordinary courts, but surely never for a different example. 
The matter therefore in the offensive paragraph is not only 
an indisputable truth, but a truth in the propagation of which 
we are all deeply concerned. 

Whether Mr. Hastings^ in the particular instance, acted 
from corruption or from zeal for his employers, is what I 
have nothing to do with; it is to be decided in judgment; my 
duty stops with wishing him, as I do, an honorable deliver- 
ance. Whether the Minister or the Commons meant to found 
this article of the impeachment on mere error without cor- 
ruption is likewise foreign to the purpose. The author could 
only judge from what was said and done on the occasion. 
He only sought to guard the principle, which is a common 
interest, and the rights of Mr. Hastings under it. He was, 
therefore, justified in publishing that an impeachment 
foxmded in error in judgment was to all intents and pur- 
poses illegal, unconstitutional, and unjust. 

Gentlemen, it is now time for us to return again to the 
work under examination. The author having discussed the 
whole of the first article through so many pages, without 
even the imputation of an incorrect or intemperate expres- 
sion, except in the concluding passage (the meaning of which 
I trust I have explained), goes on with the same earnest dis- 
position of the discussion of the second charge respecting the 
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princesses of Oude, wliicli occupies eighteen pages, not one 
syllable of which the Attorney-General has read, and in which 
there is not even a glance at the House of Commonfl. The 
whole of this answer is, indeed, so far from being a mere 
cloak for the introduction of slander, that I aver it to be one 
of the most masterly pieces of writing I ever read in my 
life. From thence he goes on to the charge of contracts and 
salaries, which occupies five pages more, in which there is not 
a glance at the House of Commons nor a word read by the 
Attorney-General. He afterward defends Mr. Hastings 
against the charges respecting the opium contract. Not a 
glance at the House of Commons; not a word by the Attor- 
ney-General; and, in short, in this manner he goes on with 
the others, to the end of the book. 

Now, is it possible for any human being to believe that 
a man having no other intention than to vilify the House 
of Commons (as this information charges) should yet keep 
his mind thus fixed and settled, as the needle to the pole, 
upon the serious merits of Mr. Hastings's defence, without 
ever straying into matter even questionable, except in the 
two or three selected parts out of two or three hundred pages? 
This is a forbearance which could not have existed if cal- 
umny and detraction had been the malignant objects which 
led him to the inquiry and publication. The whole fallacy, 
therefore, arises from holding up to view a few detached pas- 
sages and carefully concealing the general tenor of the book. 

Having now finished most, if not all, of these critical 
observations which it has been my duty to make upon this 
unfair mode of prosecution, it is but a tribute of common 
justice to the Attorney-General (and which my personal 
regard for him makes it more pleasant to pay) that none of 
my commentaries reflect in the most distaBt manner upon 
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him; nor upon the Solicitor for the Crown, who sits near 
■me, who is a person of the most correct honor, — far from it 
The Attoroey-GeneBal, having orders to prosecute in conse- 
qnence of the Address of the House to his Majesty, had no 
choice in the mode; no means at all of keeping the prosecutors 
t)ef ore you in countenance but by the course which has been 
pursued. But so far has he been from enlisting into the cause 
those prejudices which it is not difficult to slide into a busi- 
ness originating from such exalted authority, he has hon- 
orably guarded you against them; pressing, indeed, severely 
upon my client with the weiglit of his ability, but not with 
the glare and trappings of his high, office. 

Gentlemen, I wiA, that my strength would enable me to 
convince you of the author^s singleness of intention, and of 
the merit and ability of his work, by reading the whole that 
remains of it. But my voice is already nearly exhausted; 
I am sorry my client -should be a sufferer by my infirmity. 
One passage, however, is too striking and important to be 
passed over; the rest I must trust to your private examination. 
The author having discussed all the charges, article by arti- 
cle, sums them all up with this striking appeal to his 
readers: — 

" The authentic statement of facts whicli lias "been given, 
and the arguments which have been employed, are, I think, 
sufficient to vindicate the character and conduct oi Mr. Hasir 
ings, even on the maxims of European policy. When lie was 
appointed Governor-General of Bengal he was invested with 
a discretionary power to promote the interests of the India 
Company and of the British empire in that quarter of the 
globe. The general instructions sent to him from hia ecwi- 
stituents were * That in all your deliberations and. resolutions 
you make the safety and prosperity of Bengal your principal 
object, and fix your attention on the security of lie pes- 
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eessions and rerenues of tlie Company/ His superior genius 
sometimes acted in the spirit rather than complied with the 
letter of the law; but he discharged the trust and preserved 
the empire committed to his care in the same way and. with 
greater splendor and success than any of his predecessors in 
office; his departure from India was marked with the lamen- 
tations of the natives and the gratitude of his countrymen; 
and on his return to England he received the cordial con- 
gratulations of that numerous and respectable society whose 
interests he had promoted and whose dominions he had pro- 
tooted and extended." 



Gentlemen of the jury, if this be a wilfully false accoimt 
of the instructions given to Mr. Hastings for his govem- 
nent^ and of his conduiet under them, the arothor and pub- 
lisher of this defence deserve tiie severest punishment for a 
meccenary imposition on the public. But if it be true that 
he was directed to make the safety and prosperity of Bengal 
the first object of his attention, and that imder his adminis- 
tration it has been sa£B and prosperous; if it be true that the 
security and pres^^ation of our possessions and reveimes in 
[Asm were marked out to him as the great leading principle 
of his government, and that those possessions and revenues, 
anxidst unexampled dangcas, have been secured and preserved; 
then a question may be unaoeotmtably mixed with yovrr cosr 
sideration much beyond the eonseqtience of the present pros- 
ecudon, involving, perhaps, tdie merit of the impeachment 
itself which gave it birth; a question which the ComnsoaB^ 
as prosecutors of Mr. Hastings, sbould in common pr»deace 
have avoided, unless, regretting the unwiddy length of their 
pieeeedingff agaiiiBt him,, they wished to afiord him Ae oppor- 
tmity of thifi obrange, anomaloufl defenee; siiioe ahkosgb I 
!am neither his counsel nor desire to have susytisBig- to> do 
jwtth- hia giuk OS inneeene^ yet in the eellsteral defence of 
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my client I am driven to state matter which may be considereJi 
by many as hostile to the impeachment. 

For if our dependencies have been secured, and their inter- 
ests promoted, I am driven in the defence of my client to 
remark that it is mad and preposterous to bring to the standard 
of justice and humanity the exercise of a dominion founded 
upon violence and terror. It may and must be true that Mr. 
Hastings has repeatedly offended against the rights and priv- 
ileges of Asiatic government, if he was the faithful deputy 
of a power which could not maintain itself for an hour with- 
out trampling upon both; he may and must have offended 
against the laws of God and nature if he was the faithful 
viceroy of an empire wrested in blood from the people to 
whom God and nature had given it; he may and must have 
preserved that unjust dominion over timorous and abject 
nations by a terrifying, overbearing, insulting superiority, if 
he was the faithful administrator of your government, which, 
having no root in consent or affection, no foundation in sim- 
ilarity of interests, no support from any one principle which 
cements men together in society, could be upheld only by 
alternate stratagem and force. 

The unhappy people of India, feeble and effeminate as 
they are from the softness of their climate, and subdued and 
broken as they have been by the knavery and strength of civ- 
ilization, still occasionally start up in all the vigor and intel- 
ligence of insulted nature. To be governed at all, they must 
be governed with a rod of iron; and our empire in the East 
would long since have been lost to Great Britain if civil skill 
and military prowess had not united their efforts to support 
an authority which Heaven never gave, by means which it 
never can sanction. 

Gentlemen, I think I can observe that you are touched 
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with this way of considering the subject, and I can account 
for it. I have not been considering it through the cold 
medium of books, but have been speaking of man and his 
nature, and of human dominion, from what I have seen of 
them myself amongst reluctant nations submitting to our 
authority. I know what they feel, and how such feelings can 
alone be repressed, I have heard them in my youth from 
a naked savage, in the indignant character of a prince sur- 
rounded by his subjects, addressing the governor of a British 
colony, holding a bundle of sticks in his hand as the notes of 
his unlettered eloquence: "Who is it," said the jealous ruler 
over the desert encroached upon by the restless foot of Eng- 
lish adventure, — "who is it that causes this river to rise in 
the high mountains, and to empty itself into the ocean? Who 
is it that causes to blow the loud winds of winter, and that 
calms them again in the summer? Who is it that rears up the 
shade of these lofty forests and blasts them with the quick 
lightning at his pleasure? The same Being who gave to 
you a country on the other side of the waters, and gave ours 
to us; and by this title we will defend it," said the warrior, 
throwing down his tomahawk upon the ground, and raising 
the war-sound of his nation. These are the feelings of 
subjugated man all round the globe; and, depend upon it, 
nothing but fear will control where it is vain to look for 
affection. 

These reflections are the only antidotes to those anathemas 
of superhuman eloquence which have lately shaken the walls 
that surround us, but which it unaccouGQtably falls to my 
province, whether I will or no, a little to stem the torrent of by 
remindiiig you that you have a mighty sway in Asia which 
cannot be maintained by the finer sympathies of life or the 
practice of its charities and affections. What will they do 
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for you when surrounded by two hundred thoueand meaiiy 
with artillery, cavalry, and dephants, calling upon you for 
their dominiouB which you have robbed them of { Justice 
nxay, no doubt, in such a case f orlnd the levying of a fine to 
pay a revolting soldiery; a treaty may stand in the way of 
increasing a tribute to keep up the very existence of the gov- 
emment; and delicacy for women may forbid all ^itrance into 
a Zenana for money, whatever may be the necessity for taking 
it. All these things must ever be occurring. 

But under tiie pressure of sudi constant difficulties, so daar 
geroud to national honor, it might be better, p^haps, to think 
of effectually securing it altogether by recalling our 
troops and our merchants and abandoning our Orientel 
empire. Until this be d<me neither religion nor philosoi^ 
can be pressed veiy far into the aid of reformation and pun- 
iahmeiLt. If Engiand, from a lust of ambition and dominian^ 
will inust on maintaining deq)otic rule over distant and hoi* 
tile nations, beyond all ccnupariscm more numerous and 
exteiided than herself, and gives ooinmission to her viceroyt 
to govern th^n with no other instructioas than to preserva 
them and to secure pennanently their revenues; with what 
color of consisteney or reason can die place hera^ in tiie 
moral chair and affect to be shocked at the es:ecution of her 
own orders; adverting to the exact measure of wickedness aadk 
injustice necessary to their execution, and complaining onljr 
of the eoseesB as the immorality; oonsideting her anthofi^ as 
a dis|)^asation for bteaking the commands of God, and iUm 
breach of them as only punishable when contrary to the ordi- 
nances of man? 

Such a proceeding, gmtfemen, begiels serious reflectioiiib 
It would be better peshaps for the masleiB uid the servanii 
of all such governments to letn in wxpfikaHaa that the gnaak 
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!A.Titlior of violated huinaiiity may not confound them tc^cther 
in one common judgment. 

Gentlemen, I find, as I said before, I have not sufficient 
Btrength to go on with the remaining parts of the book. I 
hope, however, that notwithstanding my omissions yon are 
now completely satisfied that whatever errors or misconcep- 
tions may have misled the writ^ of these pages the justifica- 
tion of a person whom he believed to be innocent, and whose 
accusers had themselves appealed to the public, was the sin- 
gle object of his contemplation. If I have succeeded in that 
object, every purpose which I had in addressing you has been 
answered. 

It only now remains to remind you that another conrid- 
eration has been strongly pressed upon you, and, no doubt, 
will be insisted on in reply. You will be told that the mat- 
ters which I have been justifying as legal, and even meri- 
torious, have therefore not been made the subject of com- 
plaint; and that whatever intrinsic merit parts of the book 
may be supposed or even admitted to possess^ such merit can 
afford no justification to the selected passages, some of which, 
even with the context, carry the meaning charged by the 
information, and which are indecent animadversicnfi on 
authority. 

To this I would answer (still pnytesting as I do against the 
application of any one of the innuendoes), that if you are 
firmly persuaded of the singleness and purity of the author^s 
intentions you are not bound to subject him to infamy 
because, in the zealous career of a just and animated composi- 
tion, he happens to have tripped with his pen into an intem- 
perate expieffiion in one or Iwo instances of a kng w^)rk. If 
this severe duty were binding on your consciences, lite liberty 
of the press would be an empty sound, and no man could 
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venture to write on any subject, however pure his purpose, 
without an attorney at one elbow and a counsel at the other. 

From minds thus subdued by the terrors of punishment 
there could issue no works of genius to expand the empire of 
human reason, nor any masterly compositions on the general 
nature of government, by the help of which the great com- 
monwealths of mankind have founded their establishments; 
much less any of those useful applications of them to critr 
ical conjunctures by which, from time to time, our own con- 
stitution, by the exertion of patriot citizens, has been brought 
back to its standard. Under such terrors all the great Ughts 
of science and civilization must be extinguished ; for men can- 
not communicate their free thoughts to one another with 
a lash held over their heads. It is the nature of everything 
that is great and useful, both in the animate and inanimate 
world, to be wild and irregular; and we must be contented 
to take them with the alloys which belong to them, or live 
without them. Genius breaks from the fetters of criticism; 
but its wanderings are sanctioned by its majesty and wisdom 
when it advances in its path. Subject it to the critic, and 
you tame it into dullness. Mighty rivers break down their 
banks in the winter, sweeping away to doath the flocks which 
are fattened on the soil that they fertilize in the summer ; the 
few may be saved by embankments from drowning, but the 
flock must perish for hunger. 

Tempests occasionally shake our dwellings and dissipate our 
commerce; but they scourge before them the lazy elements 
which, without them, would stagnate into pestilence. In like 
manner Liberty herself, the last and best gift of God to his 
creatures, must be taken just as she is: you might pare her 
down into bashful regularity and shape her into a perfect 
model of severe, scrupulous law, but she would then be lib^ 
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erty no longer; and you must be cooteat to die under the 
laaih of this inexorable justice which you had exchanged for 
the banners of Freedom. 

If it be asked where the line to this indulgence and impu- 
nity is to be drawn, the answer is easy. The liberty of the 
press, on general subjects, comprehends and implies as much 
strict observance of positive law as is consistent with perfect 
purity of intention and equal and useful society. What that 
latitude is cannot be promulgated in the abstract, but must 
be judged of in the particular instance; and consequently, 
upon this occasion, must be judged of by you without forming 
any possible precedent for any other case; and where can the 
judgment be possibly so safe as with the members of that 
society which alone can suffer if the writing is calculated 
to do mischief to the public? You must therefore try the 
book by that criterion and say whether the publication was 
premature and offensive; or, in other words, whether the 
publisher was bound to have suppressed it until the public 
ear was anticipated and abused, and every avenue to the 
human heart or understanding secured and blocked up? I see 
around me those by whom, by and by, Mr. Hastings will be 
most ably and eloquently defended; but I am sorry to remind 
my friends that, but for the right of suspending the public 
judgment concerning him till their season of exertion comes 
round, the tongues of angels would be insuflSicient for the 
task. 

Gentlemen, I hope I have now performed my duty to my 
client — I sincerely hope that I have; for, certainly, if ever 
there was a man pulled the other way by his interests and 
affections, if ever there was a man who should have trembled 
at the situation in which I have been placed on this occasion, 
it is myself, who not only love, honor, and respect, but whose 
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future hopes and prefennents are linked^ from free choice, 
with those who, from the mistakes of the author, are treated 
with great severity and injustice. These are strong retard- 
ments; hut I have been urged on to activity by considera- 
tions which can never be inconsistent with honorable attach- 
ments, either in the political or social world — the love of 
justice and of liberty, and a zeal for the constitution of my 
country, which is the inheritance of our posterity, of the pub- 
lic, and of the world. These are the motives which have 
animated me in defence of this person, who is an entire 
stranger to me; whose shop I never go to; and the author of 
whose publication — ;or Mr. Hastings, who is the object of 
it — I never spoke to in my life. 

One word more, gentlemen, and I have done. Every 
human tribunal ought to take care to administer justice aa 
we look hereafter to have justice administered to ourselves. 
Upon the principle on which the Attorney-General prays sen- 
tence upon my client — God have mercy upon us! Instead 
of standing before him in judgment with the hopes and con- 
solations of Christians, we must call upon the mountains to 
cover us; for which of us can present, for omniscient exam- 
ination, a pure, unspotted, and faultless course ? But I hum- 
bly expect that the benevolent Author of our being will 
judge us as I have been pointing out for your examples 
Holding up the great volume of our lives in his hands, and 
regarding the general scope of them — if he discovers benevo- 
lence, charity, and good will to man beating in the heart 
where he alone can look; if he finds that our conduct, though 
often forced out of the path by our infirmities, has been in 
general well directed; his all-searching eye will assuredly 
never pursue us into those little comers of our lives, much 
less will his justice select them for punishment witiiout the 
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general context of our existence, by which faults may be 
sometimes found to have grown out of virtues, and very many 
of our heaviest offences to have been grafted by human imper- 
fection upon the best and kindest of our affections. 

"SOf gentlemen, believe me, this is not the course of divine 
{justice, or there is no truth in the gospels of Heaven. If the 
genend tenor of a man's conduct be such as I have repre- 
sented it^ he may walk through the shadow of death, with all 
his faults .about him, with as much cheerfulness as in the 
common paths of life; because he knows that, instead of a 
stem accuser to expose before the Author of his nature those 
frail passages which, like the scored matter in the book before 
you, checker the volume of the brightest and bestrspent life, 
his mercy will obscure them from the eye of his purity, and 
our repentance blot them out forever. 

All this would, I admit, be perfectly foreign and irrelevant 
if you were sitting here in a case of property between man 
and man, where a strict rule of law must operate or there 
would be an end of civil life and society. It would be equally 
foreign, and still more irrelevant, if applied to those shameful 
attacks upon private reputation which are the bane and dis- 
grace of the press; by which whole families have been pen- 
clered unhappy during life by aspersions cruel, scandalous, 
and unjust. Let such libellers remember that no one of my 
principles of defence can at any time, or upon any occasion, 
ever apply to shield them from punishment; because such 
conduct is not only an infringement of the rights of men, 
as they are defined by strict law, but is absolutely incompati- 
ble with honor, honesty, or mistaken good intention. 

On such men let the Attorney-General bring forth all the 
artillery of his office, and the thanks and blessings of the 
whole public will follow him. But this is a totally different 
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case. Whatever private calumny may mark this work, it has 
not been made the subject of complaint, and we have there- 
fore nothing to do with that, nor any right to consider it. We 
are trying whether the public could have been considered as 
offended and endangered if Mr. Hastings himself, in whose 
place the author and publisher have a right to put themselves, 
had, under all the circumstances which have been considered, 
composed and published the volume under examination. That 
question cannot, in common sense, be anything resembling 
a question of law, but is a pure question of fact, to be decided 
on the principles which I have humbly recommended. I 
therefore ask of the Court that the book itself may now be 
delivered to you. Read it with attention, and as you shall 
find it^ pronounce your verdict* 
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although his political enemies termed him " Weathercock Windham " the 
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ON THE PLACE OF AMIENS 

FROM SPEECH DELIVERED NOVEMBER 4, x8oi ^ 

Sm, — The word " eternal/' which in any use of it is snjflSr 
ciently awful, will undoubtedly not be least so when 
associated with the idea of war. But I must beg 
leave to remind the House of a circumstance, of which they 
and the country seem never to have been at all aware, that 

ibe question of eternal war is one which is not left for us to 
/ (29e3) 
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decide. It is a question which must be asked of our ene- 
mies: and is not less proper to be asked, if we could hope 
that they would answer us, at the present moment, than it 
was before the signature of the preliminaries. The war 
depends neither upon conventions to be entered into between 
the two governments, nor upon acts of hostility which may 
be committed between the two people by land or on the high 
seas; but on the existence or non-existence of that fixed, 
rooted, determined purpose which France has hitherto had, 
and which we have no reason whatever to think she haa 
relinquisihed — of accomplishing the final overthrow of this 
country. While that purpose exists and shall be acted upon 
we are at war, call our state by what name you please; and 
the only question is whether France cannot work as effect- 
ually to her purpose in peace; and if peace is made in a oer- 
tain way, infinitely more effectually than she can in what is 
professedly and declaredly war. 

I would really wish to ask whether gentlemen have never 
heard of a people called the Romans, a set of republicans who 
conquered the world in the old time; and whom the modem 
Romans take as their model in every respect, but in none 
more than in what relates to the overthrow of this cotmr 
try? Among the nations that fell under the Roman yoke;^ 
there are but few whom they were able to fetch down at a 
blow, to reduce in the course of a single war. 

All their greater antagonists, particularly the state whose 
fate is chosen as a prototype of our own, were not reduced 
till after repeated attacks, till after several successive and 
alternative processses of war and peace: a victorious war pre- 
paring the way for an advantageous peace; and an advan- 
tageous peace again laying the foundation of a successful 
war. 
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This was at least the conduct of a great people; a people 
BOt to be put aside from their purposes by every transient 
blast of fortune. They had vowed the destruction of Car- 
thage; and they never rested from their design till they had 
seen it finally accomplished. The emulators of their for- 
tune in the present day, are in no less a degree the emulators 
of their virtues; at least of those qualities, whatever they 
may be, that give to man a command over his fellows. 

When I look at the conduct of the French revolutionary 
rulers as compared with that of their opponents; when I see 
the grandeur of their designs; the wisdom of their plans; the 
steadiness of their execution; their boldness in acting; their 
constancy in enduring; their contempt of all small obstacles 
and temporary embarrassments; their inflexible determination 
to perform such and such things; and the powers which they 
have displayed in acting up to that determination; when I 
contrast these with the narrow views, the paltry interests, 
the occasional expedients, the desultory and wavering con- 
duct, the want of all right feeling and just conception, that 
characterize so generally the governments and nations opposed 
to them, I confess I sink down in despondency and am fain 
to admit that if they shall have conquered the world it will 
be by qualities by which they deserve to conquer it. Never 
were there persons who could show a fairer title to the inher- 
itance which they claim. 

The great division of mankind made by a celebrated philos- 
opher of old, into those who were formed to govern and 
those who were bom only to obey, was never more strongly 
exemplified than by the French nation and those who have 
sunk, or are sinking, under their yoke. 

Let us not suppose, therefore, that while these qualities, 
combined with these purposes, shall continue to exist, they 
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will ever oease, by night or by day, in peace or in war, to 
work their natural effect, to gravitate towards their proper 
centre; or that the bold, the proud, the dignified, the deter^ 
mined, those who will great things, and will stake their exist- 
ence upon the accomplishment of what they have willed, shall 
not finally prevail over those who act upon the very opposite 
feelings; who will "never push their resistance beyond their 
convenience; '' who ask for nothing but ease and safety; who 
look only to stave off the evil for the present day and will 
take no heed of what may befall them on the morrow. 

We are therefore, in effect, at war at this mom^ent; and 
the only question is, whether the war that will henceforward 
proceed under the name of peace is likely to prove lees opera- j 

tive and fatal than that which has hitherto appeared in its 
natural and ordinary shape. That such is our state is con- 
fessed by the authors themselves of the present treaty, in the 
measures which they feel it necessary to recommend to the 
House. 

When did we ever hear before of a military establishment 
necessary to be kept up in time of peace ? The fact is that 
we know that we are not at peace; not such as is fit to be so 
called, nor that in which we might hope to sit down, for some 
time at least, in confidence and security, in the free and 
undisturbed enjoyment of the blessings which we possess. 
We are in that state in which the majority, I believe, of 
those who hear me are in their hearts more desirous that we 
should be, then, in our present prostrate and defenceless sit- 
uation, they may think it prudent to avow — in a state of 
armed truce; and then the only questions will be, at what 
price we purchase this truce; what our condition will be 
while it lasts; and in what state it is likely to leave us should 
it terminate otherwise than as we are willing to suppose. 
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This brings us at once to the point. If we are to come 
at last only to an armed truce, would it not have been a 
shorter and better course to turn our war into an armed 
truce, into which in fact it had pretty much turned itself, 
rather than to take the roundabout way which has been now 
adopted, of maMng peace by the sacrifice of all the means 
of future war, in order afterwards to form an armed truce out 
of that peace? Let us state the account and consider the 
loss and profit on either side. 

The evils of war are, generally speaking, to be comprised 
under three heads: the loss of lives and the consequent afflic- 
tion brought upon friends and families; the loss of money, 
meaning, by that, money expended in a way not to be ben- 
eficial to the country that raises it; and the loss of money in 
another sense, that is to say, money not got; by which I mean 
the interruption given to national industry, and the diminu- 
tion of the productions thence arising, either by the number 
of hands withdrawn from useful labor (which is probably 
however but little material), or by the embarrassments and 
restraints which in a state of war impede and clog the oper- 
ations of commerce. I do not mean that there are not in 
war evils which may be said not to be included properly 
under any of the above heads; among which may be num- 
bered the distress arising from sudden changes of property, 
even when the persons who lose and those who acquire are 
equally parts of the same community. 

This, however, is an evil that will be more felt at the 
beginning than in the later periods of a war; and will in 
fact be likewise felt, though in a less degree, by a transition 
even from war to peace. The enumeration now made, how- 
ever, may be sufficiently correct for the present purpose. 
And with this in our hands let us consider in what so very 
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vicdent a degree the present armed truce, ox peace, if you 
choose to call it so, differs from what might have been our 
state in the case so much dreaded and deprecated, of a con- 
tinuation of the war. 

To take the last first, — the loss of national wealth by the 
interruption given to commerce and industry; such is the 
singular nature of this war, such the unexampled conse- 
quence with which it has been attended, that it becomes a 
question, and one in itself of the most anxious and critical 
importance, on which side of the account the consequences 
of peace in this respect are to be placed; whether, instead of 
balancing the dangers of peace, if such there are, by acces- 
sions which it will bring to our wealth and commerce, we 
are not rather called upon to prove some great advantages 
which peace will give us in respect of security, in order to 
balance the diminution likely to be produced by it in our 
commercial opulenx^ That our ccnnmerce will suffer at the 
long run admits, I fear, of no doubt. 

If my apprehensions are just, it is in the diminution of 
our manufactures and commerce that the approaches of our 
ruin will first be felt: but is any one prepared to say that 
this may not happen in the first instance? We have ait pres- 
ent, subject to the inconvenience which war produces, noth- 
ing leas than the commerce of the whole world. There is no 
part of the world to which our goods do not pass freely in 
our own ships; while not a single merchant-ship, with the 
enemy's flag <hi board, does at this moment swim the ocean. 
Is this a state of things to be lightly hazarded? Does the 
hope of bettering this condition, evien in the minds of those 
niOBt sanguine, so much outweigh the fear of injuring it that 
these opposite chances can upon the whole be stated other- 
wise than as destroying each other; and that of consequence, 
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in the compaiison of war and peace, the prospect of increafied 
indufitty and commerce, which in general teUs so much in 
favor of peace^ must not here be struck out of the account? 
On thk head the question between peace and war stands, to 
say the least of it, evenly balanced. 

The next of these heads, the first indeed in point of con- 
sequence, but the next in the order in which it is here con- 
venient to consider them, is the loss of lives and the effect 
which war is likely to have on private and individual happi- 
ness. No man can pretend to say that war can continue 
upon any footing, however restricted the circle of hostilities, 
without the lives of men being liable to be sacrificed; and 
no such sacrifice can be justified or reconciled to the feel- 
ings of any one but by that which must justify every such 
sacrifice, however great the extent — the safety and essential 
interests of the state. But if ever there was a war in which 
such sacrifices seemed likely to be few, not as an effect of 
any choice of ours, but by the necessary course of events, it 
was that which we should have had to carry on in future 
with the Bepublic of France. 

The great and destructive operations of war, the conflict 
of fleets or armies, or the consumption of men in unwhole- 
some climates and distant expeditions, had ceased of them- 
selves. I know not what expeditions we should have had to 
prosecute, unless new cases should have arisen, similar to 
that of the ever-memomble one of Egypt, where, the same 
motives existing, we should be sorry indeed not to have the 
means of acting upon them. But in general, our fleets 
would have remained quietly at their stations, and our armies 
have lived at home: the whole question reduces itself to a 
mere question of expense; and that again pretty much to 
a mere question of establishment. The great heads of war 
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expenditure, the anuy extraordinarieSi would, on moot parts, 
Lave ceased; and in the reet have been greatly reduced. 

The chief question will be. not betw^ an ordinary peace 
establishment and a war, such as, from circumstances, ours 
has hitherto been, involving expeditions to all parts of the 
globe; but between a peace establishment, such as that which 
is now declared to be necessary, and a war which had 
become, and was likely to continue, merely defensive; in 
which we should have had nothing to do but to maintain a 
competent force with little prospect of being obliged to make 
use of it. The advocates for the present peace must find 
themselves always in an awkward dilemma between economy 
and safety. We make peace in order to save our money; 
if we reduce our establishments what becomes of our securily? 
if we keep up our establishments what becomes of our sav- 
ings? Whatever you give to one object is unavoidably 
taken from the other. 

The savings of the present peace, therefore, can be looked 
for only between the narrow limits of a high peace and a 
low war establishment; or, to state the case more correctly, 
between a high peace establishment and a war, reduced in 
the manner that I have described. I wieh that a correct 
estimate were formed of the difference, in point of expense, 
between these two states; recollecting always that among the 
expenses of peace are to be counted the provisions neeessaiy 
against the new dangers brought by the peace itself; the 
new dangers, for example, with which Jamaica and all our 
West India islands are threatened by the establishment of 
tihe French in Saint Domingo and other parts of that quar- 
ter of the world; tihe new dangers to which our empire in the 
East is exposed by the re-entry of the French into the penin- 
flula of India, and the cession to them, for such in effect it 
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is, of the Cape and Cochin: in general, by the free passage 
now given to their ships and armies into every part of the 
world, and the establishment of them everywhere in the 
neighborhood of our most valuable possessions. 

Against all these dangers war provided, as it were, by 
its own single act. The existence of our fleets upon the 
ocean, with an admiralty order " to bum, sink, and deatroy," 
shut up at once, as under lock and key, all those attempts 
which are now let loose and require as many separate 
defences as there are parts liable to be attacked. A fleet 
cruiaLng before Brest, therefore, was not to be considered 
as so much clear expense to be charged to the account of 
the war, without deducting the expense of additional troops 
and additional ships which the absence of the fleet might 
require to be kept, for instance, in the West Indies. 

With respect to home defence. Considering the little 
reliance to be placed upon the government in France now 
subsisting; the still greater uncertainty with respect to any 
future government (such as may arise at any moment); and 
the increased defence necessary on land, in proportion to the 
diminution of our force by sea; I know not how we can 
remain secure with a military establishment much less con- 
siderable than that which we should have had to maintain 
here in the case of war. So much for the expenses of 

I have never pretended to say that there were not dan- 
gers in war as unquestionably there are great evils; I 
have said only that there were evils and dangers, not less 
real and certain, in peace, particularly in a peace made 
on such terms as the present. For terms of peace, in 
spite of what we hear talked, have something to do with 
rendering our situation more or less secure even in those 
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reqMcts in whidi ihey are supposed to opemte least Ixi 
general, though teams, howerer advantageous, would not 
seeure us against the mischiefs of French fraternity and the 
infusions of French principles and morals, yet they would 
make a little difference, I apprehend, as to the effect which 
peace would produce in the feelings of Europe; as to the 
air of success and triumph which it would give to the enemy, 
and of defeat and humiliation which it would impress upon 
us; as to the consequences resulting from thence, even wiA 
respect to the propagation of French principles, but cer- 
tainly as to the confirmation of French power; and, above 
all, as to the situation in which we should stand should 
France choose to force us again into a war. 

The port of Malta, strong as it is, would not, literally, 
serve as a bulwark to stop the incursions of Jacobinism: fig* 
uratively it would not be without its effect in that way: 
yet there would be some difference, I conceive, at the begin- 
ning of a war, whether we were in possession of Malta or 
not; and in the meanwhile the knowledge of that differ- 
ence, in the minds of the enemy and of ourselves, would 
be quickly felt in any discussions which might take place 
between ua in time of peace. 

The dangers of peace, therefore, are augmented a hua- 
dred-fold by terms at once so degrading and injurious as 
those to which we have submitted: on any terms on which it 
could have been concluded it would have had its dangers, 
and dreadful ones, too; France remaining a revolutionary 
government, and being, as it is, in possession of Eurc^. 
Whether that evil must not ultimately have been submitted 
to; whether the hopes of change, either from coalitions with* 
out or commotions within, might not have become so smaD, 
and the evils of war, however mitigated, so great, thlat we 
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i must hav^ made up our minds^ after taking the best secur- 

n ities againist those dangers that we could, finally to have 

I* acquiesced in them, is a separate question which I will not 

^ now discuss. 

t But the time, in my opinion, was not come when such 

> nnquialified acquiescence on our part was requisite; wh^a we 

i were to cease to inquire what those securities were ; or when 

R we ought to have taken up with such securities, if securities 

G ihey can be called, as are offered by the present treaty. The 

i great misfortune has been that this question of peace has 

fi never yet been fully and fairly before the country. "We 

i have been taken up with the war; that was the side of the 

alternative next to us; and have never yet, till it was too 
f late, had our attention fairly directed, or, I must say, fairly 

J summoned, to the dreadful picture on the other side. If we 

had, we should never have heard, except among the ignorant 

and disaffected, of joy and exultation through the land at a 

peace such as the present. 
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JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN, an Irish judge, famous alike for his wit and 
his eloquence, was bom at Newmarket, near Cork, July 24, 1760. He 
was educated at Trinity College, Dublin, and the Middle Temple in Lon- 
don, and was called to the Irish bar In 1775. After seyeral years' successful 
practice of his profession he entered the Irish House of Commons In 1783, 
where he was usually found with the Opposition, led by Grattan. After 
the rebellion of 1798 he defended the Irish leaders of the revolt. In their 
trials for treason, at considerable danger to himself, and was strongly 
opposed to the subsequent union of Bngland and Ireland in 1801. Curran's 
daughter, Sarah, was secretly betrothed to the young patriot Emmet, 
who was executed for his share In the rising of 1803, and to her are 
addressed Moore's lines, " She is far from the land where her young hero 
sleeps." When the Whigs came Into power In 1806, on the death of Pitt, 
Curran was appointed master of the rolls of Ireland. He retired from 
office on a pension in 1817, and died In London, October 14, 1817. He was 
below middle height and was noted for his ugly features. His speeches 
were usually prepared, though not written, beforehand; in style they are 
often pompous, but they contain many eloquent passages. Croker said of 
him, " Tou began by being prejudiced against him by his bad character 
and his ill-looking appearance, like the devil with his tall cut off, and 
you were at last carried away by his splendid language and by the power 
of his metaphors." Curran's wit was remarkable and his conversation of 
the most brilliant character. He had many faults, but his Integrity was 
never questioned. 

SPEECH IN BEHALF OF ROWAN 

[This famous speech was delivered January 29, 1794. Drennan and 
Rowan were brought before the court of king's bench for a seditious libel, 
not by a presentment of the grand Jury, but by an Information of the 
attorney-general. The former was acquitted on a mere point of form; the 
trial of the latter gave rise to this speech. In Justice to Mr. Curran, one 
thing should be remembered In perusing it. Mr. Rowan had given direc- 
tions that his counsel should aim not so much to obtain his acquittal as to 
defend his principles. This accounts for the want of that close argument 
on the exact point at issue, which has been the chief objection to this 
speech. Its true title would be, "A Vindication of Mr. Rowan's Motives, 
of the Irish Volunteers, of a Free Press, and of Catholic Bmandpatlon."] 

GENTLEMEN OF THE JUEY,— Wten I consider 
the period at which this prosecution is brought for- 
ward; when I behold the extraordinary safeguard of 
armed soldiers, resorted to, no doubt, for the preservation of ■*' 
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peace and order; when I catch, as I cannot but do, the throb 
of public anxiety, which beats from one end to the other of 
ihis hall; when I reflect on what may be the fate of a man of 
Hie most beloved personal character, of one of the most 
respected families of our country — himself the only individ- 
ual of that family — I may almost say of that country: who 
can look to that possible fate with unconcern? Feeling, as 
I do, all these impressions, it is in the honest simplicity of my 
heart I speak, when I say that I never rose in a court of justice 
with so much embarrassment as upon this occasion. 

K, gentlemen, I could entertain a hope of finding refuge for 
the disconcertion of my mind in the perfect composure of 
yours; if I could suppose that those awful vicissitudes of 
human events, which have been stated or alluded to, could 
leave your judgments undisturbed and your hearts at ease, I 
know I should form a most erroneous opinion of your char^ 
acter. I entertain no such chimerical hopes; I form no such 
unworthy opinions; I expect not that your hearts cau be more 
at ease than my own; I have no right to expect it; but I have 
a right to call upon you in the name of your country, in the 
name of the living God, of whose eternal justice you are now 
administering that portion which dwells with us on this side of 
the grave, to discharge your breasts, as far as you are able, of 
every bias of prejudice or passion; that if my client is guilty 
of the offence charged upon him you may give tranquillity to 
the public by a firm verdict of conviction; or if he is innocent, 
by as firm a verdict of acquittal; and that you will do this in 
defiance of the paltry artifices and senseless clamors that have 
been resorted to in order to bring him to his trial with antici- 
pated conviction. And, gentlemen, I feel an additional neces- 
sity of thus conjuring you to be upon your guard, from the 
able and imposing statement which yoit have just heard on the 
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part of the proeecution. I know well the virtueB and the 
talents of the excellent peison who conducts that proeecutioii; 
I know how much he would disdain to impose upon you by 
the trappings of office; but I also know how easily we miBtakft 
the lodgment which character and eloquence can make upon [] 

our feelings^ f (»r those impressions that reason, and fact, and 
proof, only ought to work upon our understandings. 

Perhaps, gentlemen, I shall not act unwisely in waiving any 
further obeervation of this sort, and giving your minds an 
opportunity of growing cool and resuming themselves by 
coming to a calm and uncolored statement of mere facts^ pre- 
mising, only to you that I have it in the strictest injunction 
from my client to defend him upon facts and evid^ice only, 
and to avail myself of no technical artifice or subtilty that 
could withdraw his cause from the test of that inquiry which 
it is your province to exercise, and to which only he wishes to 
be indebted for an acquittal 

In the month of December, 1792, Mr. Kowan was arrested 
on an information charging him with the ofience for which he 
is now on his triaL He was- taken before an honorable per- 
sonage now on that bench and admitted to bail. He remained 
a considerable time in this city, soliciting the threatened prose- 
cution, and offering himself to a fair trial by a jury oi his 
countxy; but it was not then thought fit to yield to that 
solicitation; nor has it now been thought proper to prosecute 
kim in the ordinary way by sending up a bill of indictmeot 
to a grand jury. I do not mean by this to say that informa- 
tions ex officio are always oppressive or unjust; but I cannot 
but observe to you that when a petty jury is called upon to 
try a charge not previously found by the grand inquest^ and 
supported by the naked assertion only of the King's prosecutor, 
the accusation labors und^ a weakness of probability which it . 



IN BEHALF OP BOWAN 2977 

is difficult to assist. If the chai^ had no cause of dreading 
the lights if it was likely to find the sanction of a grand jiny^ 
it is not easy to account why it deserted the more usual^ the 
jnore popular^ and the more constitutional mode^ and preferred 
to come forward in the ungracious form of ex officio 
informatLon. 

If such biU had been sent up and f oxmd^ Mr. Rowan would 
hare been tried at the next commission; but a speedy trial 
was not the wish of his prosecutors. An information was 
filedy and when he expected to be tried upon it, an error, it 
seems, was discovered in the record. Mr. Rowan offered to 
waiye it, or consent to any amendment desired. Ko. That 
proposal could not be accepted. A trial must have followed. 
That inf(»rmation, therefore, was withdrawn, and a new one 
filed; that is, in fact, a third prosecution was instituted upon 
the same charge. This last was filed on the eighth day of last 
July. Gentlemen, these facts cannot fail of a due impression 
upon you. You will find a material part of your inquiry must 
be, whether Mr. Rowan is pursued as a criminal or hunted 
down as a yictim. It is not, therefore, by insinuation or 
circuity, but it is boldly and directly that I assert that 
oppression has been intended and practised upon him; and 
by those facts which I have stated I am warranted in the 
assertion. 

His demand, his entreaty to be tried was refused; and why! 
A hue and cry was to be raised against him; the sword waa 
to be suspended over his head; some time was necessary for 
the public mind to become heated by the circulation of artful 
clamora of anarchy and rebellion; those same clamors which, 
with more probabiliirp' and not more success, had been circu* 
lated before through England and Scotland. In this country 
the causes and the swiftness of their progress were as obvioua 
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as their folly has since become to every man of the smallest 
observation. I have been stopped myself with, " Good God, 
sir, have you heard the news?" " No, sir, whatP* " Why, 
one French emissary was seen travelling through Connaught 
in a postKshaise, and scattering from the windows, as he 
passed, little doses of political poison, made up in square bits 
of paper; another was actually surprised in the fact of seduc- 
ing our good people from their allegiance by discourses upon 
the indivisibility of French robbery and massacre, which he 
preached in the French language to a congregation of Irish 
peasants 1 " 

Such are the bugbears and spectres to be raised to warrant 
the sacrifice of whatever little public spirit may remain 
among us; but time has also detected the imposture of these 
C!ock-lane apparitions, and you cannot now, with your eyes 
open, give a verdict without asking your consciences this 
question: Is this a fair and honest prosecution? Is it brought 
forward with the single view of vindicating public justice 
and promoting public good? 

And here let me remind you that you are not convened to 
try the guilt of a libel affecting the personal character of 
any private man. I know no case in which a jury ought to 
be more severe than when personal calumny is conveyed 
through a vehicle which ought to be consecrated to public 
information; neither, on the other hand, can I conceive any 
case in which the firmness and the caution of a jury should 
be more exerted than when a subject is prosecuted for a libel 
on the state. The peculiarity of the British constitution (to 
which, in its fullest extent, we have an undoubted right, 
however distant we may be from the actual enjoyment, and 
in which it surpasses every known government in Europe, is 
this, that its only professed object is the general good, and its 
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only foundation the general will. Hence the people have a 
right, acknowledged from time immemorial, fortified by a pile 
of statutes, and authenticated by a revolution that speaks 
louder than them all, to see whether abuses have been com- 
mitted, and whether their properties and their Kberties have 
been attended to as they ought to be. This is a kind of 
subject which I feel myself overawed when I approach. 
There are certain fundamental principles which nothing but 
necessity should expose to a public examination. They are. 
pillars the depth of whose foundation you cannot explore 
without endangering their strength; but let it be recollected 
that the discussion of such topics should not be condemned in 
me nor visited upon my client. The blame, if any there be, 
should rest only with those who have forced them into dis- 
cussion. I say, therefore, it is the right of the people to 
keep an eternal watch upon the conduct of their rulers; and 
in order to that, the freedom of the press has been cherished 
by the law of England. In private defamation let it never 
be tolerated; in wicked and wanton aspersion upon a good and 
honest administration let it never be supported; not that a 
good government can be exposed to danger by groundless 
accusation, but because a bad government is sure to find in the 
detected falsehood of a licentious press a security and a credit 
which it could never otherwise obtain. 

I have said that a good government cannot be endangered; 
I say so again; for whether it be good or bad can never 
depend upon assertion; the question is decided by simple 
inspection; to try the tree look at its fruit; to judge of the 
government look at the people. What is the fruit of good 
government? " The virtue and happiness of the people/' 
Do four millions of people in this country gather those fruits 
from that government to whose injured purity, to whose spot- 
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leBB Tirttie and yiolated honor, tlds seditioufl acnd atrocious 
libeller is to be immolated upon the altar of the constitution i 
To you, gentlemen of that jury, who are bound by the most 
aacred obl^atioii to your country and your Qt)d to speak 
nothing but the truth, I put the question — Do they gather 
these fmits? are they orderly, industriouB, religious^ and con- 
tented? do you find than iree from bigotry and ignorance, 
thoae inseparable concomitants of cfystematic oppression f or, 
to try them by a test as imerring as any of the f ormier, are 
they united! The period has now elapsed in which con- 
siderations of thffi extent would have been deemed improper 
to a jury; happily for these countries the legislature of each 
has lately changed, or, perhaps, to c^ak more properly, 
rerxTed and restored the law respecting trials of this kind. 
For the space of thirty or forty yean a usage bad prerailed 
in Westminster Hall by which the judges assumed to them- 
selTes the decision of the question whetiier libel or not. But 
the learned counsel for Ihe inrosecution are now ob%ed to 
admit ftat this is a question for the jury onfy to ^^ide. iYou 
will naturally listen with respect to thSe opinion of th^ court, 
but you will reoetve it as matter of adTioO) not as matter of 
law; and yon will gire it oedit, not from any adyentitious 
circumstances of outhori^, but merely so f lur as it meets the 
concurrence of your own understandings. 

OiTB me leare, now, to state to you the charge as it stands 
upon the record: It is that Mr. Rowan, *^ being a person 
of a wieked and turbulent disposition, and malicioudy des^n- 
ing and intending to excite and diffuse among the subjeets of 
this realm of Ireland diseont^tB, jealousies, and sni^ions 
of our Lord l^e Ein^afBd his go^mment, and disaflsetioa and 
cKsloyahy to the person and government of our said Lewd the 
EiBg^ and to raise verj dangeroiM seditions and tmnaltB within 
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this kingdom of Ireland and to draw the gorermnent of this 
kingdom into great scandal, infamy, and disgrace ; and to in- 
cite the subjects of our said Lord the Xing to attempt^ by force 
and violence and with arms^ to make alterations in the gov- 
emmeoit, state, and constitntion of this kingdom; and to incite 
his Majesty's said subjects to tumult and anarchy, and to over- 
turn the established constitution of this kingdom, and to 
overawe and intimidate the legislature of this kingdom by 
Aimed force,*' did " maliciously and seditiously " publish the 
paper in question. 

Gentlemen, without any observation of mine you must see 
that this information contains a direct charge upon Mr. 
Kowan; namely, that he did, with the intents set forth in the 
information, publish this paper, so that here you have, in fact, 
two or three questions for your decision: first, the matter of 
fact of the publication; namely. Did Mr. Kowan publish that 
paper? If Mr. Rowan did not, in fact, publish that papOT, you 
have no longer any quiestion on which to employ your minds. 
If you think that he was in fact the publisher, then, and not 
till then, arises the great and important subject to which your 
judgments must be directed. And that comes shortly and 
simply to this, is the paper a Ubel; and did he publish it with 
the intent charged in the information? But whatever you 
may think of the abstract question whether the paper be 
libellous or not, and of whieh paper it has not even been 
insinuated that he is the author, there can be no ground for 
a verdict agaiQst him unless you also are persuaded that what 
he did was done with a criminal design. I wish, gentlemen, 
to simplify, and not to perplex ; I therefore say again, if these 
three carcumstancee con£{>ire — that he published it, that it 
was a libel, and that it was published with the purposes alleged 
in the information — ^you ought unquestionably to find him 
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guiltj; if, on the other hand, yon do not find that aU these 
circumstances concurred; if you cannot, upon your oaths, say 
that he published it; if it be not in your opinion a libel; and 
if he did not publish it with the intention alleged; I say upon 
the failure of any one of these points my client is entitled, in 
justice and upon your oaths, to a verdict of acquittal. 

Gentlemen, Mr. Attorney-General has thought proper to 
direct your attention to the state and circumstances of public 
affairs at the time of this transaction; let me also make a few 
retrospective observations on a period at which he has but 
slightly glanced; I speak of the events which took place before 
the close of the American war. You know, gentlemen, that 
France had espoused the cause of America, and we became 
thereby engaged in war with that nation. " Heu nescia mens 
hominum futuri! " ^ 

Little did that ill-fated monarch know that he was forming 
the first causes of those disastrous events that were to end in 
the subversion of his throne, in the slaughter of his family, 
and the deluging of his country with the blood of his people. 
You cannot but remember that at a time when we had 
scarcely a regular soldier for our defence, when the old and 
the young were alarmed and terrified with the apprehension 
of invasign, Providence seemed to have worked a sort of miracle 
in our favor. 

You saw a band of armed men come forth at the great call 
of nature, of honor, and their country. You saw men of the 
greatest wealth and rank; you saw every class of the com- 
munity give up its members and send them armed into thie 
field to protect the public and private tranquillity of Ireland. 
It is impossible for any man to turn back to that period without 

* " Such are the minds of men! 
Unconscious of their fate and coming fortune." 



IN BEHALF OF ROWAN 



2983 



reviving those sentiments of tenderness and gratitude which 
then beat in the public bosom; to recollect amid what applause, 
what tears, what prayers, what benedictions, they walked forth 
among spectators agitated by the mingled sensations of terror 
and reliance, of danger and protection, imploring the blessings 
of heaven upon their heads and its conquest upon their swords. 
That illustrious, and adored, and abused body of men stood 
forward and assumed the title which I trust the ingratitude 
of their country will never blot from its history, " The Volun- 
teers of Ireland." 

Give me leave, now, with great respect, to put one question 
to you: Do you think the assembling of that glorious band 
of patriots was an insurrection? Do you think the invitation 
to that assembling would have been sedition? They came 
imder no commission but the call of their country; unauthor- 
ized and unsanctioned except by public emergency and public 
danger. I ask, was that meeting an insurrection or not? I 
put another question: If any man had then published a call 
on that body, and stated that war was declared against the 
state; that the regular troops were withdrawn; that our 
coasts were hovered round by the ships of the enemy; that 
the moment was approaching when the unprotected feebleness 
of age and sex, when the sanctity of habitation, would be 
disregarded and profaned by the brutal ferocity of a rude 
invader: if any man had then said to them, " Leave your 
industry for a while, that you may return to it again, and 
come forth in arms for the public defence,'' — ^I put this 
question boldly to you, gentlemen, — ^it is not the case of the 
Volunteers of that day; it is the case of my client at this hour, 
which I put to you, — ^would that call have been then pro- 
nounced in a court of justice, or by a jury on their oaths, a 
criminal and seditious invitation to insurrection? If it would 
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not have been so then, irpon wliat principle can it be so nowt 
What is the force and perfection of the law? 

It is the permanency of the law; it id that whenev^ the fact 
is the same the law is also the same; it is that the law remains 
a written, menmnented, and recorded letter, to pronounce the 
same decision upon the eame facts whenever they shaU arise. 
I win not affect to conceal it; yon know there has been an 
artful, ungrateful, and blasphemous clamor raised against 
these illustrious characters, the saviors of the kingdom of 
Ireland. 

Having mentioned this, let me read a few words of the paper 
alleged to be criminal: ^ You first took up arms to protect 
your country from foreign enemies and from domestic dis- 
turbance. For the same purposes it now beoames necessary 
that you should resume them.^ 

I should be the last in the world to impute any want of 
candor to the right honorable gentleman who has stated the 
case on behalf of the prosecution; but he has certainly fallen 
into a mistake which, if not explained, might be highly injuri- 
ous to my cHent He supposed that tbis publication was not 
addressed to the old Volunteers, but to new combinations of 
them, formed upon new prindples and actuated by different 
motives. You have the words to which this constructioiL is 
imputed upon the record; the meaning of his mind can be 
collected only from those words which he has made use of 
to convey it. The guilt imputable to him can only be inferred 
from the meaning ascribable to those words. Let his meaning 
then be feirly collected by resorting to them. 

Is there a foundation to suppose that this address was 
directed to any such body of men as has been called a banditti, 
with what justice it is unnecessary to inquire, and not to the 
old Tohxnteeist EAs to the sneer at the phrase ^citizen 
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soldiers/' I should feel that I was treating a very re^ 
epected friend with an insidious and unmerited unkind* 
jiess if I affected to expose it by any gravity of refutation. 
I may^ however^ be permitted to observe that those who 
are supposed to have disgraced this expression by ado}^-. 
ing it have taken it from the idea of the British con- 
stitivtion, ^' that no man, in becoming a soldier, ceases to be 
a citizen." Would to Qod, aU enemies as they are, that 
that unfortunate peo^e had borrowed more from that 
sacred source of liberty and virtue! and would to Ood^- 
for the sake of humanity, that they had preserved even the 
little they did borrowl If even there could be an objecti.on to 
that appellation it must have been str<Higest when it was first 
iissumed. To that period the writer manifestly alludes; he 
addresses those who first took up arms: ^^ You first took up. 
arms to protect your country from f<»eign dxemies and from 
domestic disturbance. For the same purpose it is now neees- 
sary that you should resuma them/' Is this applicable to 
those who had never taken up lums before! 

^' A proclamation/' says this paper, '^ has heen issued in 
England for embodying the militia, and a proclamation h^ 
been issued by the Loid Lieutenant and Council in Ireland for 
Tepressing all seditious associations. In consequence of both 
these proclamationB it is reasonable to apprehend danger from 
Jibroad and daoger at home." 

God help us; from the situation of Europe at that time we 
ware threatened with too probable dang^ from abroad, and 
I am afraid it was not withimt foundation that we weiie told 
our having somethii^ to dread at home. 

I find muck abuse has been laviohed on the disrospect with 
which the proclamatkaa. is tieated in that part of the paper 
allegad to be a .UboL To that my taumer for my dient ii 
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short; I do conceive it competent to a British subject, if Kfl? 
thinks that a proclamation has issued for the purpose of rais- 
ing false terrors, — ^I hold it to be not only the privilege but 
the duty of a citizen to set his countrymen right with respect 
to such misrepresented danger; and until a proclamation in 
this country shall have the force of law the reason and 
grounds of it are STirely at least questionable by the people. 

Nay, I will go further; if an actual law had received the 
sanction of the three estates, if it be exceptionable in any mat- 
ter, it ifl warrantable to any man in the community to state, in 
a becoming manner, his ideas upon it. And I should be at 
a loss to know, if the positive laws of Great Britain are thus 
questionable, upon what ground the proclamation of an Irish 
government should not be open to the animadversion of an 
Irish subject 

Whatever be the motive, or from whatever quarter it arises, 
says this paper, ^^ alaim has arisen." Gentlemen, do you not 
know that to be the fact? It has been stated by the Attorney- 
General, and most truly, that the most gloomy apprehensions 
were entertained by the whole country. " You Volunteers 
of Ireland are therefore sunmioned to arms at the instance of 
government as well as by the responsibility attached to your 
character and the permanent obligations of your institution." 
I am free to confess, if any man assuming the liberty of a Brit- 
ish subject to question public topics should, under the mask 
of that privilege, publish a proclamation inviting the profligate 
and seditious, those in want and those in despair, to rise up 
in arms to overawe the legislature, to rob us of whatever 
portion of the blessings of a free government we possess, I 
know of no offence involving greater enormity. But that, 
gentlemen, is the question you are to try. 

If my client acted with an honest mind and fair intention, 
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and, having, as lie believed, the anthority of government to 
support him in the idea th&t danger was to be apprehended, 
did apply to that body of so known and so revered a character, 
calling upon them by their former honor, the principle of their 
glorious institution, and the great stake they possessed in their 
country; if he interposed, not upon a fictitious pretext, but a 
real belief of actual and imminent danger, and that their arm- 
ing at that critical moment was necessary to their country, 
— his intention was not only innocent, but highly meritorious. 

It is a question, gentlemen, upon which you only can decide; 
it is for you to say whether it was criminal in the defendant 
to be so misled, and whether he is to- fall a sacrifice to the 
prosecution of that government by which he was so deceived. 
I say again, gentlemen, you can look only to his own words 
as the interpreter of his meaning, and to the state and circum- 
stances of his country, as he was made to believe them, as the 
clue to hifl intention. The case, then, gentlemen, is shortly and 
simply this: a man of the first family and fortune and char- 
acter and property among you reads a proclamation stating 
the country to be in danger from abroad and at home, and 
thus alarmed — thus upon authority of the prosecutor 
alarmed — applies to that august body before whose awful 
presence sedition must vanish and insurrection disappear. 

You must surrender, I hesitate not to say it, your oaths to 
unfounded assertion, if you can submit to say that such an 
act of such a man, so warranted, is a wicked and seditious libel. 
If he was a dupe, let me ask you who was the impostor? I 
blush and I shrink with shame and detestation from that mean- 
ness of dupery and servile complaisanee which could make 
that dupe a victim to the accusation of that impostor. 

You peroeive, gentlemen, that I am going into the merits 
Af this publication before I apply myself to the question which 
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is fisst in Older of time, namely, whether the publication, Joe 
point of fact, is to be ascribed to Mr. Bowan or not. I have 
been unintentionally led into this violation of order. I should 
effect no purpose of either brevity or clearness by retuiniiig 
to the more methodical course of observation. I have been 
natundly drawn from it by the superior importance of Uie 
t(^ic I am upon, namdy, the merit of the publicatiMi in 
question. 

This publication, if aacribable at all to Mr. Bowan, contains 
four distinct sub]€et& The first the invitation to the Yolun- 
teers to arm. Upon that I have already observed; but those 
that remain are surely of much importance, and no doubt are 
prosecuted as equally criminal. The paper next states the 
necessity of a reform in Parliament; it states, thirdly, the 
necessity of an emancipatiim of the Catholic inhal^tants of 
Ireland; and, as necessary to the achievement of all these 
objects, does, fourthly, state the necessity of a general d^ 
gated convention of the people; 

It has been alleged that Mr. Bowan intended by this puUi« 
cation to eocdte the subjects of this country to effect an altera- 
tion in the form of your constitution. And here, gentlemen, 
perhaps you may not be unwilling to follow a little further 
than Mr. Attorney-General has done the idea of a late prose- 
cuti<m in Greet Britain upon the subject of a public libel. It 
is with peculiar f andness I look to that country for soUd 
principles of e<xi6titational liberty and judicial ezampia Yon 
have been pressed in no small degree with the manner in 
which Ihifl publication marks the different orders of cur 
constitution and comments upon them. 

Let me show you what boMness of animadTeasdon on aucii 
topics is thought justifiable in t3ie British nation and by a 
Britiah jmy. I have in my hand the report of the trial of the 
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printers of the " Morning Ckronicle " for a supposed libel 
against tke state, and of their acquittal: let me read to you 
some passages from that publication, which a jury of English- 
mem weriB in vain called upon to brand with the name of libel. 

^' Claiming it as our indefeasible right to associate together, 
in a peaceable and friendly manner, for the communication of 
thoughts^ the formation of opinions, and to promote^the general 
happiness, we think it uxmecessaiy to offer any apology for 
inviting you to join us in this manly and benoYolent pursuit. 
The necessity of the inhabitants of every communiiy endeavor- 
ing to procure a true knowledge of their rights, their duties, 
and their interests, will not be denied except by those who 
are the slaves of prejudice or interested in the continuation 
of abuses. 

"Afi men who wish to aspire to the title of freemen, we 
totally deny the wisdom and the humanity of the advice to 
approach the defects of government with 'pious awe and 
trembling solicitude.' What better doctrine could the Pope 
or the tyrants of Europe desire? !We think, therefore, that 
the cause of truth and justice can never be hurt by temperate 
and honest discussions; and that cause which will not bear such 
a scrutiny must be systematically or practically bad. 

'^ We are sensible that those who are not friends to the gen- 
eral good have attempted to inflame the public mind with 
the cry of ' Danger ' whenever men have associated for di^ 
cussing the principles of government; and* we have little 
doubt but such conduct will be pursued in thia place. We 
would therefore caution every honest man who haa really 
the welfare of the nation at heart to avoid being led away by 
the prostituted clamors of those who live on the sources of 
corruption. We pity the fears of the timorous; and we are 
totally imconcemed respecting the false alarms of the venal. 

" We view with concern the frequency of wars. We are 
persuaded that the interests of the poor can never be pro- 
moted by accession of territory when bought at the expense 
of their labor and blood; and we must say, in the language 
of a celebrated author, * We^ who are only the people, but who 
pay for wars with our substance and our blood, will not cease 
to tell kings ' or governments ^ (that to them alone wars are 
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profitable; that the true and just conquests are those whicfi 
each makes at home by comforting the peasantry, by pro- 
moting agriculture and manufactures, by multiplying men, 
and the other productions of nature; that then it is that kings 
may call themselves the image of God, whose will is perpetu- 
ally directed to the creation of new beings. If they continue 
to make us fight and kill one another, in uniform, we will 
continue to write and speak until nations shall be cured of 
this folly/ We are certain our present heavy burdens are 
owing in a great measure to cruel and impolitic wars; and 
therefore we will do all on our part, as peaceable citizens who 
have the good of the community at heart, to enlighten each 
other and protest against them. 

" The present state of the representation of the people calls 
for the particular attention of every man who has humanity 
suffieient to feel for the honor and happiness of his country, 
to the defects and corruptions of which we are inclined to 
attribute unnecessary wars, oppressive taxes, etc. We think 
it a deplorable case when the poor must support a corruption 
which is calculated to oppress them; when the laborer must 
give his money to afford the means of preventing him having 
a voice in its disposal; when the lower classes may say, * We 
give you our money, for which we have toiled and sweated, 
and which would save our families from cold and hunger; but 
we think it more hard that there is nobody whom we have 
delegated to see that it is not improperly and wickedly spent. 
We have none to watch over our interests. The rich only are 
represented.' 

" An equal and uncorrupt representation would, we are 
persuaded, save us from heavy expenses and deliver us from 
many oppressions. We will therefore do our duty to pro- 
cure this reform, which appears to us of the utmost im- 
portance. 

" In short, we see with the most lively concern an army of 
placemen, pensioners, etc., fighting in the cause of corruption 
and prejudice and spreading the contagion far and wide. 

" We see with equal sensibility the present outcry against 
reforms, and a proclamation (tending to cramp the liberty of 
the press and discredit the true friends of the people) receiv- 
ing the support of numbers of our countrymen. 
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' " We see burdens multiplied, the lower classes sinking into 
poverty, disgrace, and excesses, and the means of those shock- 
ing abuses increased for the purpose of revenue. 

" We ask ourselves, ' Are we in England? ' Have our fore- 
fathers fought, bled, and conquered for liberty? And did 
they not think that the fruits of their patriotism would be 
more abundant in peace, plenty, and happiness? 

" Is the condition of the poor never to be improved? 

" Great Britain must have arrived at the highest degree of 
national happiness and prosperity, and our situation must be 
too good to be mended, or the present outcry against reforms 
and improvements is inhuman and criminal. But we hope 
our condition will be speedily improved, and to obtain so 
desirable a good is the object of our present association: a 
union founded on principles of benevolence and humanity; 
disclaiming all connection with riots and disorder, but firm in 
our purpose and warm in our affections for liberty. 

" Lastly, we invite the friends of freedom throughout Great 
Britain to form similar societies, and to act with unanimity 
and firmness till the people be too wise to be imposed upon 
and their influence in the government be commensurate with 
their dignity and importance. Then shall we be free and 
happy." 

,.- ."^ - . 

Such, gentlemen, is the language which a subject of Great 

Britain thinks himself warranted to hold, and upon such 
language has the corroborating sanction of a British jury been 
stamped by a verdict of acquittal. Such was the honest and 
manly freedom of publication; in a country, too, where the 
complaint of abuses has not half the foundation it has here. 
I said I loved to look to England for principles of judicial 
example; I cannot but say to you that it depends on your 
spirit whether I shall look to it hereafter with sympathy or 
with shame. 

iBe pleased now, gentlemen, to consider whether the state- 
lutnt of the imperfection in your representation has been made 
ynth a desire of inflaming an attack upon the pubUc tran- 
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quillity or with an honest pnrpoae of procuring a remedy for 
an actually existing grievance. It is impossible not to revert 
to the situation of the times; and let me remind you, that what- 
ever observations of this kind I am compelled thus to make 
in a court of justice, the uttering of them in this place is not 
imputable to my client^ but to the necessity of defence imposed 
upon him by this extraordinary prosecution. 

Gentlemen, the representation of your people is ihe vita! 
principle of their political existence. Without it they are 
dead, or they live only to servitude; without it there are two 
estatee acting upon and against the third, instead of acting in 
co-operation with it; without it, if the people are oppressed 
by their judges, where is the tribunal to which their judges 
can be amenable 2 Without it, if they are trampled upon and 
plundered fay a minister, where is the tribunal to which the 
offender shall be amenable? Without it, where is the ear to 
hear, or the heart to feel, or the hand to redress their suffer- 
ings? Shall they be found, let me ask you, in the accursed 
bands of imps and minions that bask in their disgrace, and 
fatten upon tbeir spoils, and flourish upon their ruin? But 
let me not put this to you as a merely speculative question. It 
is a plain question of fact: rely upon it, physical man is every- 
where the same; it is only the various operations of moral 
causes that give variety to the social or individual character 
and condition. How otherwise happens it that modem slav- 
ery looks quietly at the despot on the very spot where Leon- 
idas expired? The answer is easy; Sparta has not changed her 
climate, but she has lost that government which her liberty 
could not survive. 

I call you, therefore, to the plain question of fact. This 
paper recommends a reform in Parliament: I put that quesr 
tion to your consciences; do you think it needs that reform? 
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I put it boldly and fsiAj to you; do you ifaiiik the people of 
Ireland aire represented as they ought to be? 

Do you hesitate for an answer? 

If you do^ let me remind you that until the last year three 
millions of your countrymen have^ by Ihe express letter of the 
law, been excluded from the reality of actual, and even from 
the phantom of virtual representation, ^all we, then, be told 
tiiai this is only the affirmation of a wioiked and seditious incen- 
diary ? If you do not feel the mockery c^ such a chaige, look 
at your country; in what state do you find it? Is it in a state 
of tranquillity and general satisfaction? These are tmces by 
which good are ever to be distinguished from bad goTem* 
ments without any yeiy minute inquiry or speculative refine* 
ment. Do you feel that a veneration for the law, a pious and 
humble attachment to the constitution, form the political 
morality of the people ? Do you find that comfort and com- 
petency among your people which are always to be found 
where a government is mild and moderate, where taxes are 
imposed by a body who have an interest in treating the poorer 
Mders with compassicm, and preventing the weight of taxa- 
tion from pressing sore upon them? 

Oentlemen, I mean not to unpeaeh the state of your lep- 
seaentation; I am not saying that it is defeodve er that it 
cnght to be altered or amended; nor is this a place for me to 
lay wheAer I think that three miUiom of the inhabitaAts cxf a 
country whose whole number is but four ought to be adbiitted 
to any efficient situation in the state. 

It may be said, and truly, that tiiese are noi questioxis for 
fliiher of us diiecdy to decade; but you eannoi refuse them 
ff)&e passing eonsideratioQ at kaat wkan yon ramember Aat 
on this subject the wetl questieii for your decision 3S whether 
lbs aliegataon of a defect in your eonstitutioDi is to utterly 
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unf oimded and false that you can ascribe it only to the malice 
and perverseness of a mcked mind and not to the innocent 
mistake of an ordinary understanding; whether it may not be 
mistake; whether it can be only sedition. 

And here, gentlemen, I own I cannot but regret that one 
of our countrymen should be criminally pursued for asserting 
the necessity of a reform at the very moment when that 
necessity seems admitted by the Parliament itself; that this 
unhappy reform shall at the same moment be a subject of 
l^islative discussion and criminal prosecution. 

Far am I from imputing any sinister design to the virtue or 
wisdom of our government; but who can avoid feeling the 
deplorable impression that must be made on the public mind 
when the demand for that reform is answered by a criminal 
information! I am the more forcibly impressed by this con- 
sideration when I consider that when this information was 
first put on the file the subject was transiently mentioned in 
the House of Commons. 

Some circumstances retarded the progress of the inquiry 
there, and the progress of the information was equally retarded 
here. On the first day of this session, you all know, that sub- 
ject was again brought forward in the House of Commons, 
and, as if they had slept together, this prosecution was also 
revived in the court of king's bench, and that before a jury 
taken from a panel partly composed of those very members 
of Parliament who in the House of Commons must debate 
upon this subject, as a measure of public advantage, which 
they are here called upon to consider as a public crime. 

This paper, gentlemen, insists upon the necessity of cman- 

dpaling the Catholics of Ireland, and that is charged as a part 

of the libel. If they had kept this prosecution impending for 

[ another year, how much would remain for a jury to decide 
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upon, I should be at a loss to discover. It seems as if the pro- 
gress of public reformation was eating away the ground of 
the prosecution. Since the commencement of the prosecution 
this part of the libel has unluckily received the sanction of 
the legislature. In that interval our Catholic brethren have 
obtained that admission which it seems it was a libel to pro- 
pose. In what way to account for this I am really at a loss. 

Have any alarms been occasioned by the emancipation of our 
Catholic brethren? Has the bigoted malignity of any indi- 
viduals been crushed?' Or has the stability of the govern- 
ment or has that of the country been weakened? Or are 
one miUion of subjects stronger than three millions? Do you 
think that the benefit they received should be poisoned by the 
stings of vengeance ? If you think so you must say to them: 

" Tou have demanded your emancipation and you have got 
it; but we abhor your persons, we are outraged at your suc- 
cess; and we will stigmatize by a criminal prosecution the 
relief which you have obtained from the voice of your 
country.'' 

I ask you, gentlemen, do you think, as honest men anxious 
for the public tranquillity, conscious that there are wounds no^ 
yet completely cicatrized, that you ought to speak this Ian 
guage at this time to men who are too much disposed U 
think that in this very emancipation they have been saved 
from their own Parliament by the humanity of their sove- 
reign ? Or do you wisK to prepare them for the revocation of 
these improvident concessions? Do you think it wise or 
humane at this moment to insult them by sticking up in a 
pillory the mttn who dared to stand forth their advocate? 

I put it to your oaths, do you think that a blessing of that 
kind, that a victory obtained by justice over bigotry and 
opprMsion, should have a stigma cast upon it by an ignomin- 



'if 



2996 CUBEAN 

ions aentenee upon men bold and honest enough to propow 
that measure; to propose the redeeming of religion from ibe 
abuses of the Church, the redainung of three millions of 
men from bondage, and giving liberty to all who had a rigkt 
to demand it — giving, I say, in the so-much-censured words 
of this paper, ^^ Universal Emancipation ? '' 

I speak in the spirit of the British law, which makes liber^ 
oommensurate with and inseparable from the British soil — 
which proclaims, even to the stranger and the sojourner, the 
moment he sets his foot upon British earth, that the ground 
on which he treads is holy and consecrated by the genius of 
universal emancipation. 

No matter in what language his doom may have been pro- 
nounced; no matter what complexion inxM)mpatible with free- 
dom an Indian or an African sun may have burned upon him; 
no matter in what disastrous battle his liberty may have beea 
cloven down; no matter with what solemnities he may ha^e 
been devoted upon the altar of slavery; the first mcxnent he 
touches the sacred soil of Britain the altar and the god sink 
together in the dust; his soul walks abroad in her own majesty; 
his body swells beyond the measure of his chains that bmt 
from around him, and he stands redeemed, regenmated, and 
disenthralled by the irresistible genius of universal eotanei- 
pation* j 

[Here Mr. Curran was interrupted by a sudden burst of 
applause from the court and hall. Af t^ b^hdc time, eilenee 
was restored by the authority of Lord Clonmel, who acknowl- 
edged the pleasure which he himself felt at the brilliant dis- 
play of professional talent, but disapproved of any intemperate 
ezpreaaions of aj^lause in a court of juatioe. ICr. Curran than 
proceeded:] 

Gentlemen, I am not such a fool as to ascribe any efSumoai 
ef this sort to any merit of mine. It is tiie mighty thene^ and 
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fiot the inconsiderable advocate, that can excite interest in the 
bearer. What you hear is but the testimony which nature 
bears to her own character; it is the effusion of her gratitude 
to that Power which stamped that character. And, gentle- 
men, permit me to say that if my client had occasion to defend 
lis cause by any mad or drunken appeals to extravagance or 
licentiousness, I trust in God I stand in that situation that, 
humble as I am, he would not have resorted to me to be his 
advocate. I was not recommended to his choice by any con- 
nection of principle or party, or even private friendship; and, 
saying this, I cannot but add that I consider not to be 
acquainted with such a man as Mr. Eowan a want of personal 
good fortune. Gentlemen, upon this great subject of reform 
and emancipation there is a latitude and boldness of remark, 
juBtifiable in the people, and necessary to the defence of Mr. 
Eowan, for which the habits of professional studies and tech- 
nical adherence to established forms have rendered me unifit. 
It is, however, my duty, standing here as his advocate, to make 
some few observations to you which I conceive to be material. 
'Gemtlemeai, you are sitting in a country that has a right 
to the British constitution and which is bound by an indis- 
soluble union with the Eritish nation. If you were now even 
jat liberty to debate upon that subject — if you even were not 
by the most solemn compacts, founded upon the authority of 
your ancestors and of yourselves, bound to that alliance, and 
liad an election now to make, in the present unhappy state of 
iEurope — if you had heretofore been a stranger to Great Bri- 
tain, you would now say, we wiU enter into society and union 
sviih you: 

'* Commune perlculum, 

Una sains ambobuB erit.** ^ 

) 

1 ** Xo both alike one danger and one safetj." 
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But to accomplisli that union^ let me tell you^ you must leam 
to become like the English people: it is vain to say you will 
protect their freedom if you abandon your own. The pillar 
whose base has no foundation can give no support to the dome 
imder which its head is placed; and if you profess to give Eng- 
land that assistance which you refuse to yourselves she will 
laugh at your f oUy and despise your meanness and insincerity. 

Let us follow this a little further; I know you will interpret 
what I say with the candor in which it is spoken. England 
is marked by a natural avarice of freedom which she is 
studious to engross and accumulate^ but most unwilling to 
impart^ whether from any necessity of her policy, or from her 
weakness, or from her pride, I will not presume to say; but 
that so is the fact you need not look to the east or to the 
west — ^you need only look to yourselves. 

In order to confirm that observation I would appeal to what 
fell from the learned counsel for the Crown, that, notwith- 
standing the alliance subsisting for two centuries past between 
the two countries, the date of liberty in one goes no further 
back than the year 1784. If it required additional confirm- 
ation I should state the case of the invaded American and the 
subjugated Indian to prove that the policy of England has 
ever been to govern her connections more as colonies than 
allies; and it must be .owing to the great spirit, indeed, of 
Ireland, if she shall continue free. Rely upon it, she will 
ever have to hold her course against an adverse current; rely 
upon it, if the popular spring does not continue fijm and 
elastic, a short interval of debilitated nerve and broken force 
will send you down the stream again and reconsign you to 
the condition of a province. 

If such should become the fate of your constitution, ask 
yourselves what must be the motive of your government} It 
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is easier to govern a province by a faction than to govern 
a co-ordinate country by co-ordinate means. I do not say 
it is now, but it will be always thought easiest by the man- 
agers of the day to govern the Irish nation by the agency 
of such a faction as long as this country shall be found willing 
to let her connection with Great Britain be preserved only b^ 
her own degradation. In such a precarious and wretched state 
of things, if it shall ever be found to exist, the true friend 
of Irish liberty and British connection will see that the only 
means of saving both must be, as Lord Chatham expressed it, 
*^ the infusion of new health and blood into the constitution." 

He will see how de^p a stake each country has in the lib- 
erty of the other; he will see what a bulwark he adds to the 
common cause by giving England a co-ordinate and co^inter^ 
ested ally instead of an oppressed, enfeebled, and suspected 
dependent; he will see how grossly the credulity of Britain 
is abused by those who make her believe that her solid interest 
is promoted by our depression; he wOl see the desperate preci- 
pice to which she approaches by such a conduct, and with 
an animated and generous piety he will labor to avert her 
danger. 

But, gentlemen of the jury, what is likely to be his fate? 
The interest of the sovereign must be forever the interest of 
his people because his interest lives beyond his life; it must 
live in his fame — ^it must live in the tenderness of his solici- 
tude for an unborn posterity— it must Uve in that heart- 
attaching bond by which millions of men have united the 
destinies of themselves and their children with his, and call 
him by the endearing appellation of king and father of his 
people. 

But what can be the interest of such a government as I 
have described ? Not the interest of the king, not the inter- 
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est of the people; but the sordid interest of the hour; the 
interest in deceiving the one and in caressing and deforming 
the other; the interest of unpunished rapine and unmerited 
favor; that odious and abject interest that prompts them to 
extinguish public spirit in punishment or in bribe; and to 
pursue every man even to death who has sense to see, and 
integrity and firmness enough to abhor and to oppose them. 

What^ therefore, I say, gentlemen, will be the fate of Ihe 
man who embarks in an enterprise of so much dif&culty and 
danger? I will not answer it Upon that hazard has my client 
put everything that can be dear to man: his fame, his for- 
tune his person, his liberty, and his children; but with what 
event your verdict only can answer, and to that I refer your 
country. 

Gentlemen, there is a fourth point remaining. Says this 
paper: 

" For both these purposes it appears necessary that pro- 
vincial conventions should assemble preparatory to the con- 
vention of the Protestant people. The del^ates of the Cath- 
olic body are not justified in communicating with individuals, 
or even bodies of an inferior authority, and therefore an assem- 
bly of a similar nature and organization is necessary to estab- 
lish an intercourse of sentiment, a xmiformily of conduct, a 
united cause, and a united nation. 

'^ If a convention on the one part does not soon follow, and 
is not connected with that on the other, the common cause will 
split into partial interests; the people will relax into inat- 
tention and inertness; the union of affection and exertion will 
dissolve, and too probably some local insurrection, instigated 
by the malignity of our common enemy, may c(»nmit the char- 
acter and risk the tranquillity of the island, which can be 
obviated only by the influence of an assembly arising from, 
and assimilated with the people, and whose spirit may be^ 
as it were, knit with the soul oi the natioii — m^Leai ihe sense 
of the Protestant people be^ on their part, as fairly collected 



IN BBHAI/F or BOWAN 



8001 



mid as juoicioasly directed, unless individual exertion con- 
solidates into collectiye strength, unless the particles unite 
into one mass, we may perhaps serve some person or some 
party for a little, but the public not at all. The nation is 
neither insolent, nor rebellious, nor seditious. While it knows 
its rights it is unwilling to manifest its powers. It would 
rather supplicate administration to anticipate revolution by 
well-timed reform and to save their coimtry in mercy to 
themselves.^' 

'Gentlemen, it is with something more than common rever- 
ence, it is with a ^>ecies of terror, that I am obliged to tread 
this ground. But what is the idea put in th6 strongest point 
of view. " We are willing not to manifest our powers, but 
to supplicate administration to anticipate revolution, that the 
legislature may save the country in mercy to itself.'^ 

Let me suggest to you, gentlemen, that there are some 
circumstanees which have happened in the history of this 
country that may better serve as a comment upcm. this pert 
of the case than any I can make. I am not bound to defend 
Mr. Bowan as to the truth or wisdom of the opinions he may 
have foimed. But if he did really conceive the situation of 
tha country to be such that the not redressing her grievancos 
might lead to a convulsion, — and of such an opinion not even 
lib. Rowan is answerable here for the wisdom, much less Eiiall 
I insinuate any idea of my own upon so awful a subject; but 
if he did so conceive the fact to be, and acted from the fair 
and honest suggestion of a mind anxious for the public good, 
I must confess, gentlemen, I do not know in what part of the 
British eonstitution to find the principle of his criminality. 

But, gentlemen, be pleased further to consider that he can- 
not be understood to put the fact on which he argues on the 
autlMiri^ oi his assertion. The eenditiofi c^ Ireland was aa 
open to the obeervation of every other man as to that of Mr. 
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Bowan. Wliat^ then, does this part of the publication amount 
to ? In my mind simply to this : 

" The nature of oppression in all countries is such that 
although it may be borne to a certain degree it cannot be 
borne beyond that degree. You find it exemplified in Great 
Britain. You find the people of England patient to a certain 
point; but patient no longer. That infatuated monarch, 
James II, experienced this. The time did come when the 
measure of popular suffering and popular patience was full; 
when a single drop was suflScient to make the waters of bit- 
terness to overflow. I think this measure in Ireland is brim- 
ful at present. I think the state of representation of the 
people in Parliament is a grievance. 

*^ I think the utter exclusion of three millions of people is 
a grievance of that kind that the people are not likely long to 
endure; and the continuation of which may plunge the coun- 
try into that state of despair which wrongs exasperated by 
perseverance never fail to produce." 

But to whom is even this language addressed? Not to the 
body of the people, on whose temper and moderation, if once 
excited, perhaps not much confidence could be placed; but to 
that authoritative body whose influence and power would have 
restrained the excesses of the irritable and tumultuous; and for 
that purpose expressly does this publication address the 
Volunteers. 

" We are told that we are in danger. I call upon you, the 
great constitutional saviors of Ireland, to defend the country 
to which you have given political existence; and use what- 
ever sanction your great name, your sacred character, and the 
weight you have in the community, must give you to repress 
wicked designs^ if any there are. 

" We feel ourselves strong. .The people are always strong. 
The public chains can only be riveted by the public hands. 
Ijook to those devoted regions of southern despotism. Behold 
the expiring victim on his knees, presenting the javelin reek- 
ing with his blood to the ferocious monster who returns it into 
his heart. Call not that monster the tyrant He is no more 
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tHan the executioner of that inhuman tyranny which the peo- 
ple practise upon themselves, and of which he is only reserved 
to be a later victim than the wretch he has sent before. Look 
to a nearer country, where the sanguinary characters are 
more legible; whence you almost hear the groans of death 
and torture. Do you ascribe the rapine and murder of France 
to the few names that we are execrating here? or do you not 
eee that it is the frenzy of an infuriated multitude abusing its 
own strength and practising those hideous abominations upon 
itself. Against the violence of this strength let your virtue 
and influence be our safeguard." 

i^What criminality, gentlemen of the jury, can you find in 
this? What at any time? But I ask you, particularly at 
this momentous period, what guilt can you find in it? 'My 
client saw the scene of horror and blood which covers almost 
the face of Europe. He feared that causes which he thought 
similar might produce similar effects; and he seeks to avert 
those dangers by calling the united virtue and tried moder- 
ation of the country into a state of strength and vigilance. 
Yet this is the conduct which the prosecution of this day seeks 
to stigmatize; and this is the language for which this paper 
is reprobated to-day as tending to turn the hearts of the 
people against their sovereign and inviting them to overturn 
the constitution. 

Let us now, gentlemen, consider the concluding part of this 
publication. It recommends a meeting of the people to delib- 
erate on constitutional methods of redressing grievances. 
Upon this subject I am inclined to suspect that I have in 
my youth taken up crude ideas, not founded, perhaps, in law; 
but I did imagine that when the Bill of Eights restored the 
right of petitioning for the redress of grievances it was under- 
stood that the people might boldly state among themselves that 
grievances did exist; that they might lawfully assemble them- 
selves in such a manner as they might deem most orderly and 
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decorous. I thought I had collected it from the gieatestr 
luminarieB of the law. The power of petitioning seemed to 
me to imply the right of assembling f oar the purpose of delib- 
eration. The law requiring a petition to be presented bj a 
limited number seemed to me to admit that the petition might 
be prepared by any number whatever, provided, in doing so^ i 

they did not commit any breach or violation of the publie | 

peace. 

I know that there has been a law passed in the Irish Par- 
liament of last year which may bring my f onner opinion into 
a merited want of authority. That law declares "that no 
body of men may delegate a power to taxj similar number, 
to act, think, or petition for them! ^ 

If that law had not passed I should have thought ib&t the 
assembling by a delegated convention was reeommended in 
order to avoid the tumult and dis(»^r of a promiscuous assem- 
bly of the whole mass of the people. I should have ocmceived, 
before that act, that any law to abridge the orderly appoint- 
ment of the few to consult fcff the interest of the many, and 
thus force the many to consult by themselves or not at aD, 
would in fact be a law not to restrain but to promote insur- 
rection. But that law has spoken, and my error must stand 
corrected. 

Of this, however, let me remind you. You are to try 
this part of the publication by what the law was then: not by 
what it is now. How was it understood until last session of 
ParGameoit? You had both in England and Ireland, for Aa 
last ten years, these delegated meetings. The Yohmteei^ of 
Ireland, in 1782, met by del^ation; they framed a plan of 
parliamentary reform; they presented it to the ra p po so n t ative 
wisdom of the nation. It was not received; but no man eiver 
dreamed that it was not the undoubted right of the subject 
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Ito assemble in that maoxier. Thej aasambled, bj dalegatioQ, 
at Dimgaimon; and to ahow the idea then entertained of the 
l^;alit7 of their public conduct that same body of Yolunteeira 
was thanked b j both Houses of Parliament and thdr delegates 
most graciously received at the throne. 

The other day you had delegated representativies for the 
Catholics of Ireland, publicly elected by the members of that 
persuasion, and sittii]^ in eonventicm in the heart of your 
ci^tal, carrying on an actual treaty with the existing gov- 
emmeaty and under the eye of your own Parliament, which 
was then assanbled; you have seen the delegates from that 
canvention cany, the complaints of their ^eyanx^es to the 

foot of the throne, from whence they brought back to the 

« 

convention the auspicious tidings of that redress which they 
had been refused at home. 

Such, gentlemen, have been the xsieans of popular com- 
munication and discussion which, until the last session, have 
been deemed legal in this country, as, happily for the sister 
kingdom, they are yet considered there. 

I do not complain of this act as any rof raction of popular 
liberty; I should not think it becoming in me to express any 
complaint against a law when once become such. I observe 
only that one mode of popular deliberation is thereby taken 
utterly away, and you are reduced to a situation in which 
you never stood before. Tou are living in a country where 
the constitutior is rightly stated to be only ten years old — 
where the pec^ie have not the ocdinary rudiments of 
education. 

It is a melancholy story that the lower orders of the pec^e 
here have less means of being eniightesoed than the same class 
of people in any ot^er eountiy. If there be no means left 
by which public measures can be canvassed, what wiil be the 
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consequence? Where the press is free, and discussion xinre* 
strained, the mind, by the collision of intercourse, gets rid 
of its own asperities; a sort of insensible perspiration takes 
place in the body politic by which those acrimonies which' 
would otherwise fester and inflame are quietly dissolved and 
dissipated. 

But now, if any aggregate assembly shall meet, they are cen* 
Eured; if a printer publishes their resolutions he is punished: 
rightly, to be sure, in both cases, for it has been lately done. 
If the people say, Let us not create tumult, but meet in dele- 
gation, they cannot do it; if they are anxious to promote par- 
liamentary reform in that way they cannot do it; the law 
of the last session has for the first time declared such meetp 
ings to be a crime. 

What then remains? 

The liberty of the press only — that sacred palladium which 
no influence, no power, no minister, no government, which 
nothing but the depravity or folly or corruption of a jury, 
can ever destroy. 

And what calamities are the people saved from by having 
public communication left open to them? I will tell you, 
gentlemen, what they are saved from, and what the govern- 
ment is saved from; I will tell you, also, to what both are 
exposed by shutting up that communication. In one case 
sedition speaks aloud and walks abroad; the demagogue goes 
forth; the public eye is upon him; he frets his busy hour upon 
the stage; but soon either weariness, or bribe, or punishment, 
or disappointment bears him down or drives him off, and 
he appears no more. 

In the other case how does the work of sedition go for- 
ward? 'Night after night the muffled rebel steals forth in 
the dark and casts another and another brand upon the pUe, 12 
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to which, when the hour of fatal maturity shall arrive, he 
will apply the torch. If you doubt of the horrid consequence 
of suppressing the eflFusion even of individual discontent, look 
to those "enslaved countries where the protection of despotism 
is supposed to be secured by such restraints. Even the per- 
son of the despot there is never in safety. Neither the fears 
of the despot nor the machinations of the slave have any slum- 
ber — the one anticipating the moment of peril, the other 
watching the opportunity of aggression. 

The fatal crisis is equally a surprise upon both: the decisive 
inBtant is precipitated without warning — by folly on the one 
side, or by frenzy on the other; and there is no notice of the 
treason till the traitor acts. In those unfortunate countries — 
one cannot read it without horror — there are officers whose 
province it is to have the water which is to be drunk by their 
rulers sealed up in bottles lest some wretched miscreant 
should throw poison into the draught. 

But, gentlemen, if you wish for a nearer and more inter- 
esting example, you have it in the history of your own revolu- 
tion. You have it at that memorable period when the 
monarch [James II] found a servile acquiescence in the min- 
isters of his folly — when the liberty of the press was trodden 
under foot — when venal sheriffs returned packed juries, to 
carry into effect those fatal conspiracies of the few against the 
jnany — when the devoted benches of public justice were 
filled by some of those foundlings of fortune who, over- 
whelmed in the torrent of corruption at an early period, lay at 
the bottom like drowned bodies while soundness or sanity 
remained in them ; but at length, becoming buoyant by putre- 
faction, they rose as they rotted, and floated to the surface of 
the polluted stream, where they were drifted along, the objects 
of terror, and contagion, aud abomination* 
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In tibAt 99rful moment of a nation's travail, of the last 
ga£p of Igrranny and tbe fiist breath of freedom, how pvqg- 
nant is the example 1 The press extingtdahed, the peofila 
enslaved^ and the prince xmdone. As the advocate of soci- 
ety, therefore — of peace — of domestic liberty — and the 
lasting union of the two countries — I conjure you to guard 
the Uberty of the ^^ress^ that great sentinel of the state, that 
grand detector of pubUc imposture; guard it because, when it 
sinks, there sinks with it in one common grave the Ubertj of 
the subject and the security of the Crown. 

Qentlemen, I am glad that this question has not been 
brought forward earlier; I rejoice for the sake of the court, 
of the jury, and of the public repose, that this question has 
not been brought forward tUl now. In Great Britain analo- 
gous circumstances have taken place. At the commencement 
gf that unfortunate war which has deluged Europe with blood, 
the spirit of the Engli^ people was tremblingly alive to the 
teiTor of French principles; at that moment of gesieral 
paroxysm to accuse was to convict. The danger looked 
larger to the public eye from the misty region through which 
it was surveyed. We measure inaccessible heights by the 
shadows which they project, where the lowness and the dis- 
tance of the light form the length of the shade. 

There is a sort of aspiring and adventurous credulity whibh 
disdains assenting to obvious truths and delights in catching 
at the improbability of circumstances as its best ground of 
faith. To what other cause, gentlemen, can you ascribe that, 
in the wise, the reflecdng, and the philos(^hic nsttion of Great 
Britain, a printer has been found guilty of a libel for pabliahr 
ing those lesolutioBs to which the present minister of thmt 
kingdom had actually subscribed his name! 

To what other cause can jou ascribe^ what in mj mini is 
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tdH more astoniduiig, in sach a country as Scotland^ a nation 
oast in the Itappy medinm between the spiritleas acqnieacence 
of aufaDUBBLYO poverty and the stuidy credulity of pampesed 
wealth; cool and ardent, adventuious and persevering; wing- 
ing her eagle flight against the Uaze of every iscienee^ with 
an eye that never winks, and a wing that nev^ tires; (»x>wned 
as she is with the spoils of every art, and deched with the 
wreath of every muse; from the deep and scrutinizing 
researches of her Hume, to the sweet and simple, but not 
the less sublime and pathetic morality of her Bums — how, 
from Idle bosom of a oountiy like that, genius and character 
and talents should be banisiaed to a distant, barbarous soil; 
condemned to pine under the horrid eommunion. of vulgar 
vice and base-bom profligaey for twice the period that ordi- 
nary calculation gives to the continuanoe of human life ? But 
I will not further press any idea tiiat is painfol to me aEsd I 
am sure must be painful to you. I wiU only say you have 
now am example of which neither Englamd nor Scotland had 
the advantage. You have the esampls of' die panic, the 
infatuation, and the contrition of both. It is now for you to 
decide whether you will profit by Himr ezperieace of idle panic 
and idle regret^ or whether you merely pie&r to paUittke a 
servile imitation of t^efar frailly by a paltry aff ec t ati on of feeir 
repentance. It is now for you to show tiiat ytra. are not car^ 
ried away by the same hectic dehnons to acts e£ which no 
teaifs can wash away the consequmasi or the iaddiUe 
repraadi. 

Gentlemen, I have heea wamiBg yovt by iDBtanosa 'oi puiUic 
inte^eet suspended or obscured; kt me raAer eoBBEte you by 
ihe exaonpl^ ef that intellect recovered and w a tonL In that 
case wMoh Mr. Ationey-OeHeial has cited hinuelf, I mean 
that of the trial <^ Lambert in England, is there a topia of 
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invectiye against constituted authoritiee, is there a topic of 
abuse against every department of British goyemment that 
you do not find in the most glowing and unqualified terms in 
that publication, for which the printer of it was prosecuted, 
and acquitted by an English jury? 

See, too, what a difference there is between the case of a 
man pubKshing his own opinion of facts, thinking that he ifl 
bound by duty to hazard the promulgation of them, and with- 
out the remotest hope of any personal advantage, and that 
of a man who makes publication his trade. lAnd saying this, 
let me not be misunderstood; it is not my province to enter 
into any abstract defence of the opinions of any man upon 
public subjects. I do not affirmatively state to you that these 
grievances, which this paper supposes, do in fact exist; yet 
I cannot but say that the movers of this prosecution have 
forced that question upon you. Their motives and their 
merits, like those of all accusers, are put in issue before 
you; and I need not tell you how strongly the motive and 
merits of any infomer ought to influence the fate of his 
accusation. 

I agree mo6t implicitly with Mr. Attorney-General that 
nothing can be more criminal than an attempt to work a 
change in the government by armed force, and I entreat that 
the court will not suflfer any expression of mine to be consid- 
ered as giving encouragement or defence to any design to 
excite disaffection, to overawe or to overturn the government. 
But I put my client's case upon another ground. If he waa 
led into an opinion of grievances where there were none; if 
he thought there ought to be a reform where none was necee- 
sary, he is answerable only for his intention. He can be 
answerable to you in the same way only that he is answerable 
to that God before whom the accuser, the accused, and the 



IN BEHALF OF ROWAN 



8011 



judge must appear together; that is, not for the clearness of 
his understanding, but for the purity of his heart. 

Gentlemen, Mr. Attorney-General has said that Mr. Kowan 
did by this publication (supposing it to be his) recommend, 
imder the name of equality, a general, indiscriminate assump- 
tion of public rule by every the meanest person in the state. 
Low as we are in point of public information, there is not, 
I believe, any man, who thinks for a moment, that does not 
know that all which the great body of the people of any 
country can have from any government is a fair encourage- 
ment to their industry and protection for the fruits of their 
labor. And there is scarcely any man, I believe, who does not 
know that if a people could become so silly as to abandon their 
stations in society under pretence of governing themselves, 
they would become the dupes and the victims of their own 
folly. But does this publication recommend any such infat- 
uated abandonment or any such desperate assumption? I 
will read the words which relate to that subject: "By liberty 
we never understood unlimited freedom, nor by equality the 
levelling of property or destruction of subordination." 

I ask you with what justice, upon what principle of common 
sense, you can charge a man with the publication of senti- 
ments the very reverse of what his words avow; and that, 
when there is no collateral evidence, where there is no founda- 
tion whatever, save those very words, by which his meaning 
can be ascertained or, if you do adopt an arbitrary principle 
of imputing to him your meaning instead of his own, what 
publication can be guiltless or safe? It is a sort of accusa- 
tion that I am ashamed and sorry to see introduced in a court 
acting on the principles of the British constitution. 

In the bitterness of reproach it was said, " Out of thine own 
mouth will I condemn th«e." from the severity of justice I 
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demand no more. See if, in the words tliat have been spoken, 
jou can find matter to acquit or to condemn. 

. ^^ By liberty we never nnderstood nnlimited freedom^ nor 
by equality the levelling of property or the destruction of 
subordination. This is a calumny invented by that faction 
or that gang which misrejMresents the 'King to the people, and 
the people to the King; traduces one half of the nation to 
cajole the other; and, by keeping up distrust and division, 
wishes to continue the proud arbitrators of the fortune and 
fate of Ireland/' 

Here you find that meaning disclaimed as a calunmy which 
is artfully imputed as a crime. 

I say, therefore, gentlemen of the jury, as to the four parts 
into which the publication most be divided^ I answer thus: It 
calls upon the Yolunteenu Consider the time, the danger^ 
the authority of the prosecntors themselves for believing that 
danger to exist; the high character, the known moderation, the 
approved loyalty of that venerable institution; the similarity 
of the circumstances between the period at whieh they are 
summoned to take arms and that in whieh they have bees 
called upon to reassume them. Upon this simple ground, 
gentlemen, you will decide whether this part of the publk*- 
tion was libellous and criminal or not. 

As to reform, I could wish to have said nothing upon it 
I believe I have said enough. If he thought the state required 
it, he acted like an honest man. For the rectitude of the 
opinion he wis not answerable. He discharged his duty ia 
tiling tiie country that he thought so. 

As to the emancipation of the Catholics I cannot but smj 
that Mr. Attomey-Qieneral did very wisely in keeping deBf 
of that. Yet, gentlemen, I need not tell you how importamt 
a figure it was intended to make upon the scene, diou^i, from 
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unlucky accident, it lias become necessaiy to expui>ge it dur- 
ing the rehearsal. 

Of the concluding part of this publication^ the convention 
which it recommends, I have spoken already. I wish not to 
trouble you with saying more upon it. I feel that I have 
already trespassed much upon your patience. In truth, upon 
a subject embracing such a variety of topics, a rigid observ- 
ance either of conciseness or arrangement could, perhaps, 
scarcely be expected. It is, however, with pleasure I feel 
I am drawing to a close, and that only one question remains, 
to which I beg your attention. 

Whatever, gentlemen, may be your opinion of the meaning 
of this publication, there yet remains a great podnt for you to 
decide upon; namely, whether, in point of fact, this publica-: 
tion be imputable to Mr. Sowan or not; whether he did pub- 
lish it or not. And two witnesses are called to that fact, one 
of the name of Lyster and the other of the name of Morton. 
You must have observed that Morton gave no evidence upon 
which that paper could even have been read; he produced no 
paper; he identified no paper; so that in point of law there 
was no evidence to be given to a jury; and therefore it turns 
entirely upcm the evidence of the other witness. He has 
stated that he went to a public meeting in a place where 
there was a gallery crowded with spectators; and that he there 
got a printed paper, the same which has been read to you. 

I know you are well acquainted with the fact that the credit 
of every witness must be considered by and rest with the jury. 
They are the sovereign jujdges of that drcumstance; and I 
will not insult your feelings by insisting on the caution with 
whieh you should watch the testimony of a witness that seeks, 
to affect the liberty or property or character of your £elkm 
citizens. Undei what circumstances does this evidence oome 
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before you! The witness says he has got a commission in the 
army, by the interest of a lady, from a person then high in 
administration. He told you that he made a memorandum 
upon the back of that paper, it being his general custom, when 
he got such papers, to make an indorsement upon them; that 
he did this from mere fancy; that he had no intention of giv- 
ing any evidence on the subject; he took it with no such 
view. 

There is something whimsical enough in this curious story. 
Put his credit upon the positive evidence adduced to his char- 
acter. Who he is I know not. I know not the man; but 
his credit is impeached. Mr. Blake was called; he said he 
knew him. I asked him, ^^ Do you think, air, that Mr. Lyster 
is or is not a man deserving credit upon his oathf If you 
find a verdict of conviction it can be only upon the credit of 
Mr. Lyster. What said Mr. Blake? Did he tell you that 
he believed he was a man to be believed upon his oath? He 
did not attempt to say that he was. The best he could say 
was that he would hesitate. Do you believe Blake? Have 
you the same opinion of Lyster's testimony that Mr. Blake 
has? Do you know Lyster? If you do know him, and know 
that he is credible, your knowledge should not be shaken by 
the doubts of any man. But if you do not know him you 
must take his credit from an unimpeached witness, swearing 
that he would hesitate to believe him. 

In my mind there is a circumstance of the strongest nature 
that came out from Lyster on the table. I am aware that a 
very respectable man, if impeached by surprise, may not be 
ready prepared to repel a wanton calumny by contrary testi- 
mony. But was Lyster unapprised of this attack upon himf 
What said he? ^^I knew that you had Blake to examine 
against me. You have brought him here for that purpose,'* 
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He knew the very witness that was to be produced against 
him; he knew that his credit was impeached, and yet he pro- 
duced no person to support that credit. What said Mr. Smyth? 
" From my knowledge of him I would not believe him upon 
his oath/' 

[Mr. Attorney-General: I beg pardon, but I must set Mr. 
Curran right. Mr. Lyster said he heard Blake would be here, 
but not in time to prepare himself.] 

But what said Mrs. Hatchell? Was the production of 
that witness a surprise upon Mr. Lyster? her cross-ex- 
amination shows the fact to be the contrary. The learned 
counsel, you see, was perfectly apprised of a chain of 
private circumstances to which he pointed his questions. Did 
he know these circumstances by inspiration? No; they could 
come only from Lyster himself. I insist, therefore, the 
gentleman knew his character was to be impeached; his 
counsel knew it; *and not a single witness has been produced 
to support it. Then consider, gentlemen, upon what ground 
you can find a verdict of conviction against my cKent when 
the only witness produced to the fact of publication is im- 
peached without even an attempt to defend his character. 
Many hundreds, he said, were at that meeting; why not pro^ 
duce one of them to swear to the fact of such a meeting? 
One he has ventured to name; but he was certainly very safe 
in naming a person who, he has told you, is not in the king- 
dom and could not, therefore, be called to confront him. 

Gentlemen, let me suggest another observation or two. If 
still you have any doubt as to the guilt or innocence of the 
defendant, give me leave to suggest to you what circumstances 
you ought to consider in order to found your verdict. You 
should consider the character of the person accused, and in this 
your taak is easy. I will venture to say there is not a man 
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in this nation more known than the gentleman who is the sub- 
ject of this prosecution, not only by the part he has taken in 
public concerns, and which he has taken in common with many, 
but still more so by that extraordinaiy sympathy for himian 
affliction which, I am sorry to think, he shares with so small 
a number. 

There is not a day that you hear the cries of your starving 
manufacturers in your streets, that you do not also see the 
advocate of their sufferings. That you do not see his hon- 
est and manly %ure, with uncovered head soliciting for their 
relief, searching the frozen heart of charity for every string 
that can be touched by compassion, and urging the force of 
every argument and every motive save that which his mod- 
esty suppresses: the authority of his own generous example. 
Or, if you see him not there, you may trace his steps to the 
private abode of disease and famine and despair; the messen- 
ger of Heaven, bearing with him food, and medicine, and 
consolation. 

Are these the materials of which anarchy and public rapine 
are to be formed? Is this the man on whom to fasten the 
abominable charge of goading on a frantic populace to mutiny 
and bloodshed? Is this the man Ukely to apostatize from 
every principle that can bind him to the state, his birth, 
his property, his education, his character, and his chil- 
dren? 

Let me tell you, gentlemen of the jury, if you agree with 
his prosecutors in thinking that there ought to be a sacrifice 
of such a man, on such an occasion, and upon the credit of such 
evidence, you are to convict him — ^never did you, never can 
you give a sentence, consigning any man to public punish- 
ment with less danger to his person or to his fame; for where 
could the hireling be found to fling contumely or ingratitude 
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ftt his head^ whose private distress he had not labored to alle^ 
viate, or whose public condition he had not labored to im- 
prove, c: 

I cannot, however, avoid averting to a circiunstance that 
distinguishes the case of Mr. Rowan from that of a late sacr 
rifice in a neighboring kingdom. The severer law of that 
country, it seems, and happy for them that it should, enables 
them to remove from their sight the victim of their inf atu^^ 
tion« The more merciful spirit of our law deprives you of tb«^ 
consolation. His sufferings must remain forever before your 
eyes, a continual call upon your shame and your remorse. 
But those sufferings will do more; they will not rest satisfied 
with your unavailing contrition, they will challenge the great 
and paramount inquest of sociel^. 

The man will be weighed against the charge, the witness^ 
and the sentence; and impartial justice, will demand, why has 
an Irish jury done this deed? The moment he ceases to be 
xegarded as a criminal, he becomes of necessity an accuser. 
And, let me ask you, what can your most zealous defenders 
be prepared to answer to such a charge? When your sen- 
tence shall have sent him forth to that stage [the pillory] 
which guilt alone can render infamous, let me tell you he 
will not be like a little statue upon a mighty pedestal, dimin- 
ishing by elevation. 

But he will stand a striking and imposing object upon a 
monument which, if it does not, and it cannot, record the 
atrocity of his crime, must record the atrocity of his convic- 
tion. And upon this subject credit me when I say that I am 
still more anxious for you than I can possibly be for him. 
I cannot but feel the peculiarity of your situation. Not the 
jury of his own choice, which the law of England allows, but 
Sirhich ours refuses^ collected in that box by a person certainly. 
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no friend to Mr. Rowan, certainly not very deeply interested 
in giving him a very impartial jury. 

Feeling this, as I am persuaded you do, you cannot be sur- 
prised however you may be distressed at the mournful presage 
with which an anxious public is led to fear the worst from 
your possible determination. But I will not, for the justice 
and honor of our common country, suffer my mind to be borne 
away by such melancholy anticipations. I will not relinquish 
the confidence that this day will be the period of his suffer- 
ings; and, however mercilessly he has been hitherto pursued, 
that your verdict will send him home to the arms of his fam- 
ily and the wishes of his country. But if, which Heaven for- 
bid, it hath still been unfortunately determined that, because 
he has not bent to pdwer and authority, because he would not 
bow down before the golden calf and worship it, he is to be 
bound and cast into the furnace; I do trust in God that there 
is a redeeming spirit in the constitution which will be seen to 
walk with the sufferer through the flames and to preserve him 
unhurt by the conflagration. 
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ON THB EXPEDIENCY OF ADOPTING THE FEDERAL 

CONSTITUTION 

CONVBNTfON OF VIRGINIA. JUNE 6. 1768 
Mr, Ohai/nncm: 

IN WHAT I am about to offer to this assembly, I shall 
not attempt to make impressions by any ardent profes- 
sions of zeal for the pablie welfare. We know tiiat 
the principles of every man will be, and ought to be, 
judged not by his professions and declarations, but by 
his eonduct. By that criterion, I wish, in common with 
every other member, to be judged; and even though it 
should prove unfavorable to my reputation, yet it is a 
criterion from which I by no means would depart, nor 
could if I would. Comparisons have been made between 
the friends of this Constitution and those who oppose it 
Although I disapprove of such comparisons, I trust that 
in everything tiiat r^ards trath^ honor, candor, and recti- 
tude of motives, the friends of this system, here and in 
other States, are not inferior to its opponents. But |ibo- 
fessions of attachment to the pubiie good, and comparisons 
of parties, at all times invidious, ought not to govern or 
influenee us now. We ought, sir, to ejramine ike OoBBli- 
tution exclusively on its own merits. We ought to in- 
quire whether it will promote the public happiness; aad 
its aptitude to produce that deairable oi^jeet oi^t to be 
the exclusive subject of our researches. In this putsuiti 
we ought to address our arguments not to the feelings and 
passions, but to those understandings and judgments which 
have been selected, by the people of this country, to decide 
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tint great question by a calm and rational inyestigation. I 
hope that gentlemen, in displaying their abilities on this 
occasion, will, instead of giving opinions and making as- 
sertions, condescend to prove and demonstrate, by fair and 
r^«lar discussion. It gives me pain to hear gentlemen 
continually distorting the natural construction of language. 
Assuredly, it is sufficient if any human production can stand 
a fair discussion. Before I proceed to make some additions 
to the reasons which have been adduced by my honorable 
friend over the way, I must take the liberty to make some 
observations on what was said by another gentleman (Mr. 
Benry). He told us that this Constitution ought to be 
rejected, because, in his opinion, it endangered the public 
liberty in many instances. €Kve me leave to make one 
answer to that observation — let the dangers with which 
this system is supposed to be replete, T^e clearly pointed 
out. If any dangerous and unneeessary powers be given 
to the general legislature, let them be plainly demonstrated, 
afld let us not rest satisfied with general assertions of dan- 
gers, without proof, without examination. If powers be 
necessary, apparent danger is not a sufficient reason against 
conceding them. He has suggested, that licentiousness has 
seldom produced the loss of liberty; but that the tyranny 
of rulers has almost always eiSected it. Since the general 
civilization of mankind, I believe there are more instances 
of the abridgment of the freedom of the people by gradual 
and silent encroachments of those in power, than by violent 
and sudden usurpations; but on a candid examination of 
history, we shall find that turbulence, violemtce, and abuse 
of power, by the majority trampling on the rights of the 
minority^ have produced factions and commotions which, 
in republics, have, more frequently than any other cause. 
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produced despotism. If we go over the whole history of 
ancient and modern republics, we shall find their destruc- 
tion to have generally resulted from those causes. If we 
consider the peculiar situation of the United States, and 
go to the sources of that diversity of sentiment which per- 
vades its inhabitants, we shall find great danger to fear that 
the same causes may terminate here in the same fatal effects 
which they produced in those republics. This danger ought 
to be wisely guarded against. In the progress of this dis- 
cussion, it will perhaps appear, that the only possible 
remedy for those evils, and the only certain means of 
preserving and protecting the principles of republican- 
ism, will be found in that very system which is now ex- 
claimed against as the parent of oppression. I musf 
confess that I have not been able to find his usual con 
sistency in the gentleman's arguments on this occasion. 
He informs us that the people of this country are at per^ 
feet repose; that every man enjoys the fruits of his labor 
peaceably and securely, and that everything is in perfect 
tranquillity and safety. I wish sincerely, sir, this were 
true. But if this be really their situation, why has every 
State acknowledged the contrary? Why were deputies 
from all the States sent to the general convention ? Why 
have complaints of national and individual distresses been 
echoed and re-echoed throughout the continent ? Why has 
our general government been so shamefully disgraced, and 
our Constitution violated? Wherefore have laws been made 
to authorize a change, and wherefore are we now assembled 

I 

here? A federal government is formed for the protection 
of its individual members. Ours was itself attacked with 
impunity. Its authority has been boldly disobeyed and 
openly despised. I think I perceive a glaring inconsist- 
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ency in another of his arguments. He complains of this 
Constitution, because it requires the consent of at least 
three-fourths of the States to introduce amendments which 
shall be necessary for the happiness of the people. The 
assent of so many, he considers as too great an obstacle to 
the admission of salutary amendments, which he strongly 
insists ought to be at the will of a bare majority, and we 
hear this argument at the very moment we are called upon 
to assign reasons for proposing a Constitution which puts 
it in the power of nine States to abolish the present in- 
adequate, unsafe, and pernicious confederation! In the 
first case, he asserts that a majority ought to have the 
power of altering the government, when found to be in- 
adequate to the security of public happiness. In the last 
case, he affirms that even three-fourths of the community 
have not a right to alter a government which experience 
has proved to be subversive of national felicity ; nay, that 
the most necessary and urgent alterations cStnnot be made 
without the absolute unanimity of all the States. Does 
not the thirteenth article of the confederation expressly re- 
quire that no alteration shall be made without the unani- 
mous consent of all the States? Can anything in theory 
be more perniciously improvident and injudicious than this 
submission of the will of the majority to the most trifling 
minority ? Have not experience and practice actually mani- 
fested this theoretical inconvenience to be extremely impol- 
itic? Let me mention one fact, which I conceive must 
carry conviction to the mind of any one — the smallest 
State in the Union has obstructed every attempt to re- 
form the government; that little member has repeatedly 
disobeyed and counteracted the general authority; nay, 
has even supplied the enemeis of its country with pro- 
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visions. Twelve States had agreed to certain improve- 
ments which were proposed, being thought absolutely 
necessary to preserve the existence of the general gov- 
ernment; but as these improvements, though really indis- 
pensable, could not, by the confederation, be introduced 
into it without the consent of every State, the refractory 
dissent of that little State prevented their adoption. The 
inconveniences resulting from this requisition of unani- 
mous concurrence in alterations of the confederationy 
must be known to every member in this convention; 
it is therefore needless to remind them of them. Is it 
not self-evident, that a trifling minority ought not to bind 
the majority? Would not foreign influence be exerted with 
facility over a small minority ? Would the honorable gen- 
tleman agree to continue the most radical defects in the old 
system, because the petty State of Bhode Island would not 
agree to remove them? 

He next objects to the exclusive legislation over the 
district where the seat of the government may be fi&ed. | 
WouM he submit that the representatives of this State 
should carry on their deliberations under the control of 
any one member of the Union? If any State had the 
power of legislation over the place where Congress should 
fix the general government, it would impair the dignity 
and hazard the safety of Congress. If the safety of the 
Union were under the control of any particular State, 
would not foreign corruption probably prevail in such a 
State, to induce it to exert its controlling influence over 
the members of the general government ? Gentlemen can- 
not have forgotten the disgraceful insult which Congress 
received some years ago. And, sir, when we also reflect, 
that the previous cession of particular States is necessary, j 
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before Congress can legislate exclusively anywhere, vre 
must, instead of being alarmed at this part, heartily ap- 
prove of it. 

But the honorable member sees great danger in the pro- 
vision concerning the militia. Now, sir, this I conceive to 
be an additional security to our liberties, without diminish- 
ing the power of the States in any considerable degree; it 
appears to me so higtily expedient, that I should imagine 
it would have found advocates even in the warmest friends 
of the present system. The authority of training the militia 
and appointing the officers is reserved to the States. But 
Congress ought to have the power of establishing a uniform 
system of discipline throughout the States; and to provide 
for the execution of the laws, suppress insurrections, and 
repel invasions. These are the only cases wherein they can 
interfere with the militia; and the obvious necessity of their 
having power over them in these cases must flash conviction 
on any reflecting mind. Without uniformity of discipline, 
militiyry bodies would be incapable of action; without a 
general controlling power to call forth the strength of the 
Union, for the purpose of repelling invasions, the country 
might be overrun and conquered by foreign enemies. With- 
out such a power to suppness insurrections, our liberties 
might be destroyed by intestine faction, and domestic 
tyranny be established. . . . 

Give me leav« to say something of the nature of the 
government, and to show that it is perfectly safe and just 
to vest it with the power of taxation. There are a number 
of opinions; but the principal question is, whether it be a 
federal or a consolidated government. In order to judge 
properly of the question before us, we must consider it 
minutely, in its principal parts. I myself conceive that it 
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is of a mixed nature; it is, in a manner, unprecedented. 
We cannot find one ezprees pi^totype in the experience of 
the world: it stands by itself. In some respects, it is a 
government of a federal nature; in others, it is of a con- 
solidated nature. Even if we attend to the manner in 
which the Constitution is investigated, ratified, and made 
the act of the people of America, I can say, notwithstanding 
what the honorable gentleman has alleged, that this govern- 
ment is not completely consolidated ; nor is it entirely fed- 
eral. Who are the parties to it? The people — not the 
people as composing one great body, but the people as 
composing thirteen sovereignties. Were it, as the gentle- 
man asserts, a consolidated government, the assent of a 
majority of the people would be sufficient for its establish- 
ment, and as a majority have adopted it already, the re- 
maining States would be bound by the act of the majority, 
even if they unanimously reprobated it. Were it such a 
government as is suggested, it would be now binding on 
the people of this State, without having had the privilege 
of deliberating upon it; but, sir, no State is bound by it, as 
it is, without its own consent. Should all the States adopt 
it, it will be then a government established by the thirteen 
States of America, not through the intervention of the Leg- 
islatures, but by the people at large. In this particular 
respect, the distinction between the existing and proposed 
governments is very material. The existing system has 
been derived from the dependent, derivative authority of 
the Legislatures of the States ; whereas this is derived from 
the superior power of the people. If we look at the manner 
in which alterations are to be made in it, the same idea is in 
some degree attended to. By the new system, a majority of 
the States cannot introduce amendments; nor are all the 
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States required for that purpose; three-fourths of them 
must concur in alterations; in this there is a departure 
from the federal idea. The members to the national House 
of Bepresentatives are to be chosen by the people at large, 
in proportion to the numbers in the respective districts. 
When we come to the Senate, its members are elected by 
the States in their equal and political capacity; but had the 
government been completely consolidated, the Senate would 
have been chosen by the people, in their individual capac- 
ity, in the same manner as the members of the other House. 
Thus it is of complicated nature, and this complication, I 
trust, will be found to exclude the evils of absolute con- 
solidation, as well as of a mere confederacy. If Virginia 
were separated from all the States, her power and authority 
would extend to all cases; in like manner, were all powers 
vested in the general government, it would be a consoli- 
dated government; but the powers of the Federal govern- 
ment are enumerated; it can only operate in certain cases: 
it has legislative powers on defined and limited objects, 
beyond which it cannot extend its jurisdiction. 

But the honorable member has satirized, with peculiar 
acrimony, the power given to the general government by 
this Constitution. I conceive that the first question on this 
subject is, whether these powers be necessary; if they be, 
we are reduced to the dilemma of either submitting to the 
inoonvenience, or losing the Union. Let us consider the 
most important of these reprobated powers; that of direct 
taxation is most generally objected to. With respect to the 
exigencies of government, there is no question but the most 
easy mode of providing for them will be adopted. When, 
therefore, direct taxes are not necessary, they will not be 
recurred to. It can be of little advantage to those in power 
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to raise monej in a manner oppressive to the people. To 
consult the oonveniences of the people will cost them noth- 
ing, and in many respects will be adyantageons to them. 
Direct taxes will only be recurred to for great purposea 
What has brought on other nations those immense debts, 
under the pressure of which many of them labor 7 Not the 
expenses of their goyemments, but war. If this country 
should be engaged in war (and I conceiye we ought to 
provide for the possibility of such a case), how would it be 
carried on? By the usual means provided from year to 
year? As our imports will be necessary for the expenses 
of government, and other common exigencies, how are we 
to carry on the means of defence? How is it possible a war 
could be supported without money or credit? And would 
it be possible for government to have credit, without having 
the power of raising money? No, it would be impossible 
for any government, in such a case, to defend itself. Then, 
I say, sir, that it is necessary to establish funds for extraor- 
dinary exigencies, and give this power to the genera! gov- 
ernment; for the utter inutility of previous requisitions on 
the States is too well known. Would it be possible for 
those countries, whose finances and revenues are carried to 
the highest perfection, to carry on the operations of govern* 
ment on great ^nergeneies, such as the maintenance of 
a war, without an uncontrolled power of raising money? 
Has it not been necessary for Oreat Britain, notwithstand- 
ing the laeili^ eC the collection of her taxes, to have re« 
course Tsry often to this and other extraordinary methods 
of procuring BH»ey? Would not her public credit have 
been ruined, if it was known that her power to raise money 
was limited? Has not France been oMiged, on great ocfsa- 
mons, to reeur to umnual mewnBj in order to raise fonda? 



THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION 8029 

It has been the case in many countries, and no government 
can exist unless its powers extend to make provisions for 
every contingency. If we were actually attacked by a 
powerful nation, and our general government had not the 
power of raising money, but depended solely on requisi- 
tions, our condition would be truly deplorable: if the rev- 
enues of this commonwealth were to depend on twenty 
distinct authorities, it would be impossible for it to carry 
on its operations. This must be obvious to every member 
here: I think, therefore, that it is necessary for the preaor- 
vation of the Union that this power should be given to the 
general government. 

But it is urged that its consolidated nature, joined to the 
power of direct taxation, will give it a tendency to destroy 
all subordinate authority; that its increasing influence will 
speedily enable it to absorb the State governments. I can- 
not bring myself to think that this will be the case. If the 
general government were wholly independent of the govern- 
ments of the particular States, then, indeed, usurpation 
might be expected to the fullest extent: but, sir, on whom 
does this general government depend? It derives its au- 
thority from these governments, and from the same sources 
from which their authority is derived. The members of the 
Federal Government are taken from the same men from 
whom those of the State Legislatures are taken. If we con- 
sider the mode in which the Federal Bepresentatives will be 
ohosen, we shall be convinced that the general never will 
destroy the individual governments; and this conviction 
must be strengthened by an attention to the construction of 
the Senate. The Bepresentatives will be chosen, probably 
under the influence of the State Legislatures: but there is 
not the least probability that the election of the latter will 
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be inflaenced by the former. One hundred and sixty menei* 
bers, representing this commonwealth in one branch of the 
Legislature, are drawn from the people at large, and must 
ever possess more influence than the few men who will be 
elected to the general Legislature. Those who wish to be- 
come Federal Representatives must depend on their credit 
with that class of men who will be the most popular in 
their counties, who generally represent the people in the 
State governments: they can, therefore, never succeed in 
any measure contrary to the wishes of those on whom they 
depend. So that, on the whole, it is almost certain that the 
deliberations of the members of the Federal House of Bepre- 
sentatives will be directed to the interests of the people of 
America. As to the other branch, the Senators will be 
appointed by the Legislatures, and, though elected for six 
years, I do not conceive they will so soon forget the source 
whence they derive their political existence. This election 
of one branch of the Federal, by the State Legislatures, 
secures an absolute dependence of the former on the 
latter. The biennial exclusion of one-third will lessen the 
facility of a combination, and preclude all likelihood of 
intrigues. I appeal to our past experience, whether they 
will attend to the interests of their constituent States. 
Have not those gentlemen who have been honored with 
seats in Congress often signalized themselves by their at- 
tachment to their States? Sir, I pledge myself that this 
government will answer the expectations of its friends, and 
foil the apprehensions of its enemies. 1 am persuaded that 
the patriotism of the people will continue, and be a suffi- 
cient guard to their liberties, and that the tendency of the 
Constitution will be, that the State governments will coun- 
teract the general interest, and oltimately prevail. The 
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number of the Representatives is yet sufficient for our 
safety, and will gradually increase; and if we consider 
their different sources of information, the number will not 
appear too small. 

Sir, that part of the proposed Constitution which gives 
the general government the power of laying and collecting 
taxes, is indispensable and essential to the existence of any 
efficient or well-organized system of government: if we 
consult reason, and be ruled by its dictates, we shall find 
its justification there: if we review the experience we have 
had, or contemplate the history of nations, there too we 
shall find ample reasons to prove its expediency. It would 
be preposterous to depend for necessary supplies on a body 
which is fully possessed of the power of withholding them. 
If a government depends on other governments for its reve- 
nues; if it must depend on the voluntary contributions of 
its members, its existence must be precarious. A govern- 
ment that relies on thirteen independent sovereignties for 
the means of its existence, is a solecism in theory, and a 
mere nullity in practice. Is it consistent with reason, that 
inch a government can promote the happiness of any peo- 
ple? It is subversive of every principle of sound policy, to 
trust the safety of a community with a government totally 
destitute of the means of protecting itself or its members. 
Can Congress, after the repeated unequivocal proofs it has 
experienced of the utter inutility and inefficacy of requisi- 
tions, reasonably expect that they would be hereafter efiec- 
tnal or productive? Will not the same local interests, and 
other causes, militate against a compliance? Whoever 
hopes the contrary must forever be disappointed. The 
effect, sir, cannot be changed without a removal of the 
cause. Let each county in thia commonwealth be supposed 
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free and independent: let your revenues depend on requisi- 
tions of proportionate quotas from them : let application be 
made to them repeatedly, and then ask yourself, is it to be 
presumed that they would comply, or that an adequate col- 
lection could be made from partial compliances i It is now 
difficult to collect the taxes from them: how much would 
that difficulty be enhanced, were you to depend solely on 
their generosity ? I appeal to the reason of every gentleman 
here, and to his candor, to say whether he is not persuaded 
that the present confederation is as feeble as the government 
of Virginia would be in that case ; to the same reason I ap- 
peal, whether it be compatible with prudence to contiuue a 
government of such manifest and palpable weakness and 
inefficiency. 



INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

U!N WILLING to depart from eixamples of liie meet 
revered authority, I avail myself of the occasion, 
now presented, to express the profound impression 
made on me by the call of my country to the station to the 
duties of which I am about to pledge myself by tEe tnost 
solemn of sanctions. So distinguished a mark of confidence, 
proceeding from ihe deliberate and tranquil suffrage of a 
free and virtuous nation, would, under any circumstances, 
have commanded my gratitude and devotion, as well as filled 
me with an awful sense of the trust to be assumed. Under 
the various circumstances which give peculiar solemnity to 
the existing period, I feel Hisit both the honor and the 
responsibilily allotted to me are inexpressibly enhanced. 

The present situation of the world is indeed without a par-' 
allel; and that of our country full of difficulties. The pres^ 
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BUre of ihese two is the more severely felt because ttey have 
fallen upon us at a moment when, national prosperity being 
at a height not before attained, the contrast resulting from 
this change has been rendered the more striking. Under 
the benign influence of our republican institutions and the 
maintenance of peace with all nations, whilst so many of 
them were engaged in bloody and wasteful wars, the fruits of 
a just policy were enjoyed in an unrivalled growth of our 
faculties and resources. Proofs of this were seen- in the 
improvements of agriculture; in the successful enterprises of 
commerce; in the progress of manufactureB and useful arts; 
in the increaj9e of the public revenue and thd use made of it 
in reducing the public debt; and in the valuable works and 
establishments everywhere multiplying over the face of oui 
land. 

It is a precious reflection that the transition from this pros- 
perous condition of our country to the scene which has for 
sonve time been distressing us is not chargeable on any 
unwarrantable views^ nor, as I trust, on any involuntary 
errora in the public councils. Indulging no passions which 
trespass on the rights or the repose of other nations, it has 
been the true glory of the United States to eultivate peace 
by observing justice, and to entitle thenmetveA to the reipeet 
of the nations at war by fulfilling their neutral obligations 
with the most scrupulous impartiality. If there be candor 
in the world the truth of these assertions will not be ques- 
tioned. Postcffiiy at least will do ju£ttice to them. 

This umexoeptionable course could not avail against the 
injustice and violence of the belligerent poweias. In their 
rage against each other, or impeUed by moire direct motivea, 
principles of retaliation have been introduced equally eon- 
tnury to universal reason and acknowledged law. How Icmg 
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their arbitrary edicts will be contiiiued in spite of the demon- 
Btrations that not even a pretext for them has been given . 

by the United States, and of the fair and liberal attempts to J 

induce a revocation of them^ cannot be anticipated. Assur- \ 

ing myself that under every vicissitude the determined 
spirit and united councils of the nation will be safeguards 
to its honor and its essential interests, I repair to the post 
assigned me with no other discouragement than what springs 
from my own inadequacy to its high duties. If I do not sink 
under the weight of this deep conviction it is because I find 
some support in a consciousness of the purposes and a con- 
fidence in the principles which I bring with me into this ardu- 
ous service. 

To cherish peace and friendly intercourse with all nations 
having correspondent dispositions; to maintain sincere neu- 
trality; toward belligerent nations; to prefer, in all cases, ami- 
cable discussions and reasonable accommodation of diffeov 
encei to a decision of them by an appeal to arms; to exclude 
foreign intrigues and foreign partialities, so degrading to all 
countries and so baneful to free ones; to foster a spirit of 
independence too just to invade the rights of others, too 
proud to surrender our own, too liberal to indulge unworthy 
prejudices ourselves, and too elevated not to look down upon 
them in others ; to hold the union of the States as the basis 
of their peace and happiness; to support the constitution, 
which is the cement of the Union, as well in its limitations 
as in its authorities; to respect the rights and authorities 
reserved to the States and to the people, as equally incor- 
porated with and essential to the success of the general sys- 
tem; to avoid the slightest interference with the rights of 
conscience or the functions of religion, so wisely exempted 
from civil jiucisdictioii; to. pjseserve in their full energy the 



INAUGURAL ADDRESS 



3035 



1^ 

Otliep salutary provifidons in behalf of private and personal 
rights and of the freedom of the press; to observe economy 
in public expenditures; to liberate the public resources by an 
honorable discharge of the public debts; to keep within the 
requisite limits a standing military force, always remem- 
bering that an armed and trained militia is the firmest bul- 
wark of republics, that without standing armies their liberty 
can never be in danger, nor, with large ones, safe; to pro- 
mote by authorized means improvements friendly to agri- 
culture, to manufactures, and to external, as well as internal 
commerce; to favor in like manner the advancement of sci- 
ence and the diffusion of information as the best aliment to 
true liberty; to carry on the benevolent plans which have 
been so meritoriously applied to the conversion of our aborig- 
inal neighbors from the degradation and wretchedness of 
savage life, to a participation of the improvements of which 
the human mind and manners are susceptible in a civilized 
state : as far as sentiments and intentions such as these can 
aid the fulfilment of my duty they will be a resource which 
cannot fail me. 

It is my good fortune, moreover, to have the path in which 
I am to tread lighted by examples of illustrious services 
BucceeafuUy rendered in the most trying difficulties by those 
who have marched before me. Of those of my immediate 
predecessor it might least become me here to speak; I may, 
however, be pardoned for not suppressing the sympathy with 
ivhich my heart is full, in the rich reward he enjoys in the 
benedictions of a beloved country, gratefully bestowed for 
exalted talents zealously devoted through a long career to 
the advancement of its highest interest and happiness. But 
the source to which I look for the aids which alone can sup-^ 
ply my deficiencies is in the weU-tried intelligence and virtue 
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of my fellow citizens and in the councils of those rapreaent- 
ing them in the other departments associated in the care of 
the national interests. In these my confidence will, nnder 
every difficully^ be best placed; next to that we have all 
been encouraged to feel in the guardianship and guidance 
of that Almighty Being whose power regulates the destiny 
of nations, whose blessings have been so conspicuously dis- 
pensed to this rising Bepublic, and to whom we are bound to 
address our devout gratitude for tibe past as well as our 
f ervetnt supplications and beet hopes for tbe future. 



RED JACKET 



RBD JACKET, Sagoyewatha, a famous Indian chief of the Seneca 
trtbe, was born at Old Castle, luar Genem, New York, in 1761. Th« 
Jiame by which he is commonly known was derived from a scarlet jacket 
that he was fond of wearing and which liad been giyen him by an English 
officer soon after the American Reyolutian tm a prise for speed in running. 
After the death of Brant in 1800 Red Jacket was the most prominent man 
Among the Six Nations. Dtnriag tbe RewUxtion he tougtxt with his tribe 
on the English side, but in the second war with England, in 1812, he and 
his tribe ranged themselves with the Americans. At a council held at Fort 
fitanwlz in 1784 to arrange a treaty between the United States and the Six 
Nations he made a powerful speech against the proposition. On the con- 
clusion of the treaty in 1792 Washington gave him a silver medal, which 
the chief acepted with pleasure and wore constantly until his death at 
fieneca Village, New York, Janoary 30, 1880L Red Jacket's powers of oratory 
were extraordinary, and his manner when speaking was very dignified. In 
his best days he exhibited great sagacity and foresight, and as a true lover 
of his tribe he labored to put off as long as possible its extinction, which 
he foresaw. In his latest years he unfortunately became a confirmed 
drunkard. 

SPEECH AT FORT STANWIX 

[A succession of outrages upon the Indians residing along the Pennsyl- 
vania border, resulting at different times in the murder of several of thefr 
people. Induced the Senecas and Tuscaroras in February, 1801, to send a 
deputation of their chiefs to the seat of the Federal government, which, 
since the last Seneca embassage, had been transferred from Philadelphia 
to the city of Washington. Red Jacket was at the bead of this deputation, 
which was received formally, with an appropriate speech, by the acting 
secretary of war, Samuel Dexter, on the 10th of February. On the Uth 
Red Jacket replied, setting forth the business of his mission in the follow- 
ing speech:] 

BKOTHER, — We yesterday received your speech, whicK 
removed all imeasiness from our minds. We then 
told you that shoxild it please the Great Spirit to 
permit us to rise in health this day yon should hear what we 
have come to say. 

Brother, the business on which we are now come is to 
restore the friendship that has existed between the United 
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States and the Six If ations^ agreeably to the direction of th€F 
commissioner from the fifteen fires of the United States. 
He assured us that whensoever^ by any grievances^ the chain 
of friendship should become rusty, we might have it bright- 
ened by calling on you. We dispense with the usual formal- 
ity of having your speech again read, as we fully compre- 
hended it yesterday, and it would therefore be useless to 
waste time in a repetition of it. 

Brother, yesterday you wiped the tears from our eyes, 
that we might see clearly; you unstopped our ears that we 
might hear; and removed the obstructions from our throats 
that we might speak distinctly. You offered to join with us 
in tearing up the largest pine-tree in our forests, and under 
it to bury the tomahawk. "We gladly join with you, brother, 
in this work, and let us heap rocks and stones on the root of 
this tree that the tomahawk may never again be found. 

Brother, your apology for not having wampum is suffi- 
cient, and we agree to accept of your speeches on paper, to 
evince our sincerity in wishing the tomahawk forever buried. 
We accompany a repetition of our assurances with these 
strings. [Strings of wampum.] 

Brother, we always desire, on similar melancholy occa- 
sions, to go through our customary forms of condolence, and 
have been happy to find the officers of the government of the 
United States willing in this manner to make our minds easy. 

Brother, we observe that the men now in office are new 
men, and, we fear, not fully informed of all that has befallen 
us. In 1Y91 a treaty was held by the commissioners of 
Congress with us at Tioga Point, on a similar occasion. We 
have lost seven of our warriors, murdered in cold blood 
by white men, since the conclusion of the war. We are tired 
of this mighty grievance and wish some general arrangement 
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to prevent it in future. The first of these was murdered 
on the banks of the Ohio, near Fort Pitt. Shortly after two 
men belonging to our first families were murdered at Pine 
Creek; then one at Fort Franklin; another at Tioga Point; 
and now the two that occasion this visit, on the Big Beaver. 
These last two had families. The one was a Seneca; the 
other a Tuscarora. Their families are now destitute of sup- 
port, and we think that the United States should do some- 
thing toward their support, as it is to the United States they 
owe the loss of their heads. 

Brother, these offences are always committed in one place 
on the frontier of Pennsylvania. In the Genesee country 
we Kve happy and no one molests us. I must therefore 
beg that the President will exert all his influence with all 
officers, civil and military, in that quarter, to remedy this 
grievance, and trust that he will thus prevent a repetition of 
it and save our blood from being spilled in future. [A belt.] 

Brother, let me call to mind the treaty between the 
United States and the Six Nations, concluded at Canan- 
daigua. At that treaty Colonel Pickering, who was commis- 
fsioner on behalf of the United States, agreed that the United 
States should pay to the Six Nations four thousand five hun- 
dred dollars per annum, and that this should pass through 
the hands of the superintendent of the United States, to be 
appointed for that purpose. This treaty was made in the 
name of the President of the United States, who was then 
General Washington; and, as he is now no more, perhaps the 
present President would wish to renew the treaty. But if 
lie should think the old one valid and is willing to let it 
remain in force we are also willing. The sum above men- 
tioned we wish to have part of in money, to expend in more 
agricultural tools and in purchasing a team, as we have some 
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horses that will do for the purpose. We also wish to build 
a sawmill on the Buffalo creek. If the President, however, 
thinks proper to have it continue as heretofore, we shall not 
be very uneasy. Whatever he may do we agree to; we only 
suggest this for his consideration. [A belt.] 

Brother, I hand you the above-mentioned treaty, made by 
Colonel Pickering, in the name of Greneral Washington, and 
the belt that accompanied it ; as he is now dead we know not 
if it is still valid. If not, we wish it renewed — if it is, we 
wish it copied on clean parchment. Our money got loose 
in our trunk and tore it. We also show you the belt which 
is the path of peace between our Six If ations and the United 
States. [Treaty and two belts.] 

Brother, a request was forwarded by us from the Onon- 
daga Nation to the Governor of New Ycnrk that he should 
appoint a commissioner to hold a treaty with them. They 
have a reservation surrounded by white men which they wish 
to sell. The Cayugas also have a reservation so surrounded 
that they have been forced to leave it, and they hope that 
the President's commissioner, whom they expect he will not 
hesitate to appoint, will be instructed to attend to this busi- 
ness. We also have some business with New York which 
we would wish him to attend to. 

Brother, the business that has caused this our long jour- 
ney was occasioned by some of your bad men; the expense 
of it has been heavy on us. We beg that as so great a breach 
has been made on your part, the President will judge it 
proper that the United States should bear our ezp^ises to and 
from home and whilst here. 

Brother, three horses belongiog to the Tuscarora Nation 
were killed by some men under the command of Hajor 
Bivardi, on the plains of Niagara. They have made ^ a jpjplica- 
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tion to the superintendent and to Major Eivardi, but get 
no redress; Ton make us pay for our breaches of the peace, 
>7hy should you not pay also ? A white man has told us the 
horses were killed by Major Eivardi^s orders, who said they 
should not be permitted to come there, although it was an 
open common on which they were killed. Mr. Ohapin has 
Ihe papers respecting these horses, which we request you to 
take into consideration. 



DEFENCE OF STIFF-ARMED GEORGE 

[Some time during the year 1802, John Hewitt, a white man, was mur- 
dered at BufGalo Creek by Stlfl-armed-Oeorge, an Indian, who was Intoxi- 
cated at the time he committed the act. His surrender was demanded hy 
the ciyil authorities of New York. This demand was resisted, the faxst of 
drunkenness on the part of the offender being pleaded in extenuation of 
the crime. After several meetings between the Indians and the citizens. 
In which the latter had vainly attempted to po'suade the former to sur- 
render the culprit, a council of the principal chiefs of the Senecas, Cayugas. 
and Onondagas was convened at Canandaigua, to give the quastion a mor« 
solemn consideration. A conference having been arranged between the 
council and the principal inhabitants, Red Jacket, arguing against the sur- 
render upon the principles alrea^ indicated, delivered the following speech^ 
addressed particularly to the white portion of his audience:] 

BROTHEBS, — Open your ears and give your attention. 
This day is appointed by the Great Spirit to meet 
our friends at this place. During the many years 
that we have lived together in this country good will and 
harmony have subsisted among us. 

Brothers, we have now come forward on an unhappy 
occasion. We cannot find words to express our feelings upon 
it. One of our people has murdered one of your people. 
So it has been ordered by the Great Spirit, who controls all 
events. This has ^een done: we cannot now help it. At 
first view it would seem to have the effect of putting aa end 
to our friendship; but let us reflect and put our minds 
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together. CanH we point out measures whereby our peace 
and harmony may still be preserved? We have come for- 
ward to this placO; where we have always had a superintend-* 
ent and friend to receive us and to make known to bim such 
grievances as lay upon our minds; but now we have none; 
and WB have no guardian — no protector — no one is now 
authorized to receive us. 

Brother, we therefore now call upon you to take our 
speech in writing and forward our ideas to the President of 
the United States. 

Brothers, let us look back to our former situation. While 
you were under the government of Great Britain, Sir Wil- 
liam Johnson was our superintendent, appointed by the King. 
He had power to settle offences of this kind among all the 
Indian nations without adverting to the laws. But under 
the British government you were uneasy — you wanted to 
change it for a better. General Washington went forward 
as your leader. From his exertions you gained your inde- 
pendence. Immediately afterward a treaty was made 
between the United States and the Six Nations, whereby 
a method was pointed out of redressing such an accident 
as the present. Several such accidents did happen where 
we were the sufferers. We now crave the same privilege in 
making restitution to you that you adopted toward us in a 
similar situation. 

Brothers, at the close of our treaty at Philadelphia Gen- 
eral Washington told us that we had formed a chain of 
friendship which was bright; he hoped it would continue so 
on our part; that the United States would be equally willing 
to brighten it, if rusted by any means. A number of murders 
have been committed on our people — we shall only mention 
the last of them. About two years ago a few of our warriors 
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were amusing themselves in the woods to the westward of 
Fort Pitt; two white men coolly and deliberately took their 
rifles, travelled nearly three miles to our encampment, fired 
upon the Indians, killed two men and wounded two children. 
We then were the party injured. What did we do? We 
flew to the treaty and thereby obtained redress perfectly 
satisfactory to us, and we hope agreeable to you. This was 
done a short time before President Adams went out of office; 
complete peace and harmony was restored. We now want 
the same method of redress to be pursued. 

Brothers, how did the present accident take place? Did 
our warriors go from home cool and sober and commit mur- 
der on you? No. Our brother was in liquor and a quarrel 
ensued, in which the unhappy accident happened. We 
would not excuse him on account of his being in liquor; but 
such a thing was far from his intention in his sober moments. 
We are all extremely grieved at it, and are willing to come 
forward and have it settled as crimes of the same nature have 
heretofore been. 

Brothers, since this accident has taken place we have 
been informed that by the laws of this State, if a murder is 
committed within it, the murderer must be tried by the laws 
of the State and punished with death. 

Brothers, when were such laws explained to us? Did 
we ever make a treaty with the State of New York and 
agree to conform to its laws? No. We are independent of 
the State of New York. It was the will of the Great Spirit 
to create us different in color ; we have different laws, habits, 
and customs from the white people. We shall never consent 
that the government of this State shall try our brother. We 
appeal to the government of the United States. 

Brothers, under the castoms and habits of our fore^ 
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fathoTS we were a happy people; we had hwB of our owii^ 
they were dear to tts. The whites came among ns and intro- 
duced their cnstomB; they introduced liquor among us^ which 
our forefathers always told us would prove our ruin. 

Brothers, in consequence of the introduction of liquor 
among us numbers of our people were killed. A council 
was held to consider of a remedy, at which it was agreed by 
us that no private revenge should take place for any such 
murder — that it was decreed by the Great Spirit and that a 
council should be called to consider of redress to the friends 
of the deceased. 

Brothers, the President of the United States is called a 
great man, possessing great power. He may do what he 
pleases — he may turn men out of office, men who held 
their offices long before he held his. If he can do these 
things can he not even control the laws of this State f Can 
he not appoint a commisflioner to come forward to oar coun- 
try and settle i3ie present difference, as we, on our part, 
have heretofore often done to him, upon a similar oeeaoonf 

We now call upon you, brothers, to represent tlieBe ^oxagR 
to the President^ and we trust that he will not refuse our . 
request of sending a commissioner to us with powers to 
settle the present difference. The c(Hnequence of a refusal 
may be serious. We are determined that our brotiier diall 
not be tried by the laws of the State of ITew Toik. Their 
laws make no difference between a crime commuted in 
liquor and one committed coolly and deliberately. Our laws 
are different, as we have before stated. If tried here our 
brother must be hanged. We cannot submit to -fiat; has 
a murder been committed upon our people, when was it 
punished with death? 

Brothers, we have now finished what we had fc> say on 
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the subject of the murder. "We wish to address you upoa 
another, and to have our ideas communicated to the Presi- 
dent upon it also. 

Brothers, it was understood at the treaty concluded by 
Colonel Pickering that our superintendent should reside in 
the town of Canandaigua, and for very good reasons: that 
situation is the most central to the Six Nations; and by sub- 
sequent treaties between the State of New York and the 
Indians there are still stronger reasons why he should reside 
here, principally on account of the annuities being stipulated 
to be paid to our superintendent at this place. These treaties 
are sacred. If their superintendent resides elsewhere the 
State may object to sending their money to him at a greater 
distance. "We would therefore wish our superintendent 
to reside here at all events. 

Brothers, with regard to the appointment of our present 
superintendent, we look upon ourselves as much neglected 
and injured. When General Chapin and Captain Chapin 
were appointed our wishes were consulted upon the occasion 
and we most cordially agreed to the appointments. Captain 
Chapin has been turned out, however, within these few days. 
We do not understand that any neglect of duty has been 
alleged against him. We are told it is because he differs 
from the President in his sentiments on government matters. 
He has also been perfectly satisfactory to us; and had we 
known of the intention we should most cordially have united 
in a petition to the President to continue him in office. We 
feel ourselves injured; we have nobody to look to, nobody to 
listen to our complaints, none to reconcile any differences 
among us. We are like a young family without a father. 

Brothers, we understand that the President has appointed 
a superintendent who is altogether unknown to us and who 
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is unacquainted with Indian affairs. We know him not in 
our country. Had we been consulted upon the subject we 
might have named some one residing in this country who 
was well known to us. Perhaps we might have agreed upon 
Mr. Oliver Phelps, whose politics, coinciding with those of 
the President, might have recommended him to the office. 

Brothers, we cannot conclude without again urging you 
to make known all these our sentiments to the President.^ 



REPLY TO MR. CRAM 

[In the wammer of 1805 a young missionary named Cram was sent into 
the country of the Six Nations by the Byangelical Missionary Society of 
Massachusetts to found a mission among the Senecas. A council of their 
chiefs was convoked to hear his propositions. These were made in a short 
speech to which the Indians listened with earnest attention. After a long 
consultation among themselves Red Jacket rose and spoke as follows:] 

FRIEND AND BEOTHEE,— It was the will of the 
Great Spirit that we should meet together this day. 
He orders all things and has given us a fine day for 
our council. He has taken his garment from before the sun 
and caused it to shine with brightness upon us. Our eyes 
are opened that we see clearly; our ears are unstopped that 
we have been able to hear distinctly the words you have 
spoken. For all these favors we thank the Great Spirit, 
and him only. 

^ The eloquent pleadings of the Indians were unavailing. They were 
compelled to surrender the offender to the inexorable law of the white 
man, though it was done with great reluctance. His name was StifF-armed- 
Oeorge. He was tried and convicted at the Oyer and Terminer of Ontario 
county, on the 23d of February, 1803 — Brockholst Livingston, one of the 
justices of the supreme court, presiding; but as the murder was without 
pre-existing malice, and was moreover attended by various mitigating 
circumstances, the court, the attorney-general, the grand jury that indicted 
him, together with many of the people of Canandaigua, united in a petition 
to the governor, George Clinton, toj^ his pardon. 
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Brother, this council fire was kindled by you. It was at 
your request that we came together at this time. We have 
listened with attention to what you have said. You requested 
us to speak our minds freely. This gives us great joy; 
for we now consider that we stand upright before you 
and can speak what we think. All have heard your voice 
and all speak to you now as one man. Our minds are 
agreed. 

Brother, you say you want an answer to your talk before 
you leave this place. It is right you should have one, as 
you are a great distance from home and we do not wish to 
detain you. But we will first look back a little and tell 
you what our fathers have told us and what we have heard 
from the white people. 

Brother, listen to what we say. There was a time when 
our forefathers owned this great island. Their seats 
extended from the rising to the setting sun. The Great 
Spirit had made it for the use of Indians. He had created 
the buffalo, the deer, and other animals for food. He had 
made the bear and the beaver. Their skins served us for 
clothing. He had scattered them over the country and 
taught us how to take them. He had caused the earth to 
produce com for bread. All this he had done for his red 
children because he loved them. If we had some disputes 
about our hunting ground they were generally settled with- 
out the shedding of much blood. But an evil day came upon 
us. Your forefathers crossed the great water and landed 
on this island. Their numbers were small. They found 
ifrieinds and not enemies. They told us they had fled from 
their own country for fear of wicked men and had come 
here to enjoy their religion. They asked for a small seat. 
We took pity on them; granted their request, and they sat 
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down amongst vs. We gave them com and meat; they gavtf 
110 poison in return. 

The white people, brother, had now fonnd onr country. 
Tidings were carried back and more came amongst ns. 
Tet we did not fear them. We took them to be friends. 
They called ns brothers. We believed them and gave them 
a larger seat. At length their numbers had greatly 
increased. They wanted more land; they wanted our coun- 
try. Our eyes were opened and our minds became uneasy. 
Wars took place. Tudiaufl were hired to fight against 
Indians, and many of our people were destroyed. They 
also brought strong liquor amongst us. It was strong and 
powerful and has slain thousands. 

Brother, our seats were once large and yours were smalL 
You have now become a great people, and we have scarcely 
a place left to spread our blankets. You have got our coun- 
try, but are not satisfied; you want to force your religion 
upon us. 

Brother, continue to listen. You say that you are sent 
to instruct us how to worship the Great Spirit agreeably to 
his mind; and, if we do not take hold of the religion whicK 
you white people teach we shall be unhappy hereafter. 
You say that you are right and we are lost How do we 
know this to be true? We understand that your religion 
is written in a book. If it was intended for us, as well as 
you, why has not the Great Spirit given to us, and not only 
to us, but why did he not give to our forefathers the knowl- 
edge of that book, with the means of understanding it 
rightly? We only know what you tell us about it. How 
shall we know when to believe, being so often deceived by 
the white people? 

Brother, you say there is but one way to worship and! 
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serve the Great Spirit. If there iB but one religion, whj do 
you white people difier so much about it? Whj not all 
agreed^ as jou can all read the book? 

Brother, we do not understand these things. We are 
told that your religion was given to your forefathers and 
has been handed down from father to son. We also have a 
religion, which was given to our forefathers and has been 
handed down to us, their children. We worship in that 
way. It teaches us to be thankful for all the favors we 
receive; to love each other and to be united. We never 
quarrel about religion. 

Brother, the Great Spirit has made us all, but he has 
made a great difference between his white and red children. 
He has given us different complexions and different customs. 
To you he has given the arts. To these he has not opened 
our eyes! We know these things to be true. Since he has 
made so great a difference between us in other things, why 
may we not conclude that he has given us a different religion 
according to our understanding? The Great Spirit does 
right. He knows what is best for his children; we are 
satisfied. 

Brother, we do not wish to destroy your religion or take 
it from you. We only want to enjoy our own. 

Brother, you say you have not come to get our land or 
our money, but to enlighten our minds. I will now tell you 
that I have been at your meetings and saw you collect money 
from the meeting. I cannot tell what this money was 
intended for, but suppose that it was for your minister, and, 
if we should conform to your way of thinking, perhaps you 
may want some from us. 

Brother, we are told that you have been preaching to the 
white people in this place. These people are our neighbors. 
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We are acquainted with them. We will wait a little whil^^ 
and see what effect your preaching has upon them. If we' 
find it does them good, makes them honest, and less disposed 
to cheat Indians, we will then consider again of what you' 
have said. 

Brother, you have now heard our answer to your talk, and 
this is all we have to say at present. As we are going to' 
part, we will oome and take you by the hand, and hope th^' 
Great Spirit will protect you on your journey, and retonlj 
you safe to your friend8.y ^ 
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GOUVBRNBXJR MORRIS, an American Btatesman of eminence, was borm 
at Morrisanla January 31, 1762, and died there, November 6, 1816. 
He was of excellent family and after hla graduation at King's College, 
now Columbia University, studied law and was admitted to the bar in 
1771. Four years after this he sat in the Provincial Congress, where he 
attracted attention by a report and speech upon a new method of issuing 
paper money, his suggestions being afterward substantially followed by 
the Continental Congress. Morris was among those who drafted the state 
constitution of New York, a member of the Continental Congress, 1777-80, 
and in 1781 assistant superintendent of finance. He helped to draft the 
federal constitution in 1787, and was United States agent in Paris and 
London, 1792-1794. On one occasion during the French revolution his car- 
riage was followed in the streets of Paris by a mob calling after it "Aristo- 
crat ! ** Thereupon Morris thrust his wooden leg out of the carriage win- 
dow and shouted in his turn, "An aristocrat! Tes, one who lost his leg 
in the cause of American liberty," on hearing which the mob began to 
cheer. During his term of office as United States senator he eloquently 
fopponed, the abolition of the Judiciary system and spoke against the dis- 
continuance of direct taxation and in favor of the Louisiana purchase. He 
was an enthusiastic supporter of the New York canal system and was 
diairman of the canal commission from 1810 until his death. Morris was 
a man of boundless energy and great ability, and rendered valuable public 
service in the formative period of the American republic. He was ac- 
customed to use great freedom in the expression of his opinions. In 
figure he so nearly resembled Washington that he stood as model for 
Washington to the sculptor Houdon. He was the author of " Observations 
on the American Revolution " (1791), and in 1888 his *' Diary and Letters," 
edited by H. C. Morris, were issued. 

SPEECH ON THE JUDICIARY 

[Delivered in the Senate of the United States, on January 14, 1802, on 
the motion, ** Resolved that the act of Congress passed on the thirteenth 
day of February, 1801, entitled, 'An act to provide for the more convenient 
organization of the courts of the United States,' ought to be repealed."] 

ME. PKESIDENT,— I had fostered the hope that 
some gentleman who thinks with me would have 
taken upon himself the task of replying to the 
observations made yesterday and this morning in favor of 

the motion on your table. But since no gentleman has gone 
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80 fully into the subject as it seems to require I am com.- 
pelled to request your attention. 

We were told yesterday by the honorable member from 
Virginia that our objections were calculated for the bystand- 
ers, and made with a view to produce effect upon the people 
at large. I know not for whom the charge is intended. I 
certainly recollect no such observations. As I was person- 
ally charged with making a play upon words, it may have 
been intended for me. 

But surely, sir, it will be recollected that I declined that 
paltry game, and declared that I considered the verbal criti- 
cism which had been relied on as irrelevant. If I can 
recollect what I said, from recollecting well what I thought 
and meant to say, sure I am that I uttered nothmg in the 
style of an appeal to the people. I hope no member of this 
House has so poor a sense of its dignity as to make such an 
appeal. 

As to myself, it is now near thirty years since I was called 
into public office. During that period I have frequently 
been the servant of the people, always their friend; but al 
no (me moment of my life their flatterer, and Grod forbid that 
I ever should be. 

When the honorable gentleman conaideiB the course we 
have taken he must see that the observation he has thus 
pointed can light on no object. I trust that it did not flow 
from the canscierusness of his own intentions. He, I hope, 
had no view of this sort. If he had, he was much, very 
much mistaken. Had he looked round upon those who hcmw 
us with their attendance he would have seen that the 
splendid flashes of his wit excited no approbatoiy snule. 

The cotrntenances of those by whom we were surrounded 
presented a different spectacle. They were impressed with. 
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tike cBgnity of this House; they perceived in it the dignity 
of the American people and f elt^ with high and manly senti- 
menty their own participation. 

We have been told, sir, by the honorable gentleman from 
Virginia, that there is no independent part of this govern- 
ment; that in popular governments the force of every 
department, as well as the government itself^ must depend 
upon popular opinion. 

The honorable member from North Carolina has informed 
us that there is no check for the overbearing powers of the 
legislature but public opinion; and he has been pleased to 
notice a sentiment I had uttered — a sentiment which not 
only fell from my lips but which flowed from my heart. 
It has, however, been misunderstood and misapplied. 
After reminding the House of the dangers to which popular 
governments are exposed from the influence of designing 
demagogues upon popular passion, I took the liberty to say 
that we — ^we the Senate of the United States — are assembled 
here to save the people from tiieir most dangerous enemy, to 
save them from themselves; to guard them against the bane- 
ful effects of their own precipitation, their passion, their 
misguided zeal. It is for these purposes that all our consti- 
tutional checks are devised. 

If this be not the language of the constitution, the consti- 
tution is all nonsense. For why are the senators chosen 
by communities and the representatives directly by the 
people? Why are the one chosen for a longer term than the 
other? Why give one branch of the legislature a negative 
upon the acts of the other? Why give the President a right 
to arrest the proceedings of both till two thirds of each should 
concur? Why all these multiplied precautions unless to 
oheck and control that impetuous spirit, that headlong torrent 
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of opinion^ which has swept away every popular government 
that ever existed? 

With the most respectful attention I heard the declara- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia of his own sentiment. 
" Whatever," said he, " may be my opinion of the consti- 
tution, I hold myself bound to respect it." He disdained, 
sir, to profess an attachment he did not feel, and I accept his 
candor as a pledge for the performance of his duty. But he 
will admit this necessary inference from that frank confession 
that, although he will struggle against his inclination and 
support the constitution even to the last moment yet when 
in spite of all his efforts it shall fall, he will rejoice in its 
destruction. 

Far different are my feelings. 

It is possible that we are both prejudiced, and that in tak- 
ing the ground on which we respectively stand our judgments 
are influenced by the sentiments which glow in our hearts. 
I, sir, wish to support this constitution because I love it ; and 
I love it because I consider it as the bond of our Union; 
because in my soul I believe that on it depends our harmony 
and our peace; that without it we should soon be plunged 
in all the horrors of civil war; that this country would be 
deluged with the blood of its inhabitants and a brother's 
hand raised against the bosom of a brother. 

After these preliminary remarks I hope I shall be 
indulged while I consider the subject in reference to the two 
points which have been taken, the expediency and the con- 
stitutionality of the repeal. 

In considering the expediency I hope I shall be pardoned 
for asking your attention to some parts of the constitution 
which have not yet been dwelt upon and which tend to eluci- 
date this part of our inquiry. I agree fully with the gentlQ- 
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man that every section, every sentence, and every word of 
the constitution ought to be deliberately weighed and 
examined; nay, I am content to go along with him and give 
its due value and importance to every stop and comma. 

In the beginning we find a declaration of the motives 
which induced the American people to bind themselves by 
this compact. And in the foreground of that declaration 
we find these objects specified: "to form a more perfect 
Union, to establish justice, and to ensure domestic tran- 
quillity." But how are these objects effected? The people 
intended to establish justice. What provision have they 
made to fulfill that intention? After pointing out the courts 
which should be established, the second section of the third 
article informs us, — 

— " the judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and 
equity arising under this constitution, the laws of the 
United States and treaties made or which shall be made 
under their authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, 
other public ministers and consuls; to all cases of admi- 
ralty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which 
the United States shall be a party; to controversies be- 
tween two or more States; between a State and citizens of 
another State; between citizens of different States; between 
citizens of the same State claiming lands under grants of 
different States, and between a State or the citizens thereof, 
and foreign States, citizens, or subjects. 

" In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers 
and consuls, and those in which a State shall be a party, the 
Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. In all the 
other cases before mentioned the Supreme Court shall have 
appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such 
exceptions and under such regulations as the Congress shall 
make." 

Thus, then, we find that the judicial power shall extend to 
a great variety of cases, but that the Supreme Court shall 
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have only appellate jurisdiction in all admiralty and mari- 
time causes^ in all controversies between the United States 
and private citizens^ between citizens of different States^ 
between citizens of the same State claiming lands under dif- 
ferent States, and between a citizen of the United States 
and foreign States, citizens, or subjects. 

The honorable gentleman from Kentucky who made the 
motion on your table has told us that the constitution, in its 
judiciary provisions, contemplated only those cases which 
could not be tried in the State courts. But he will, I hope, 
pardon me when I contend that the constitution did not 
merely contemplate, but did by express words reserve to the 
national tribunals a right to decide and did secure to the citi- 
zens of America a right to demand their decision in many 
cases evidently cognizable in the State courts. And what 
are these cases? They are those in respect to which it is 
by the constitution presumed that the State courts would 
not always make a cool and calm investigation, a fair and 
just decision. 

To form, therefore, a more perfect union and to ensure 
domestic tranquillity, the constitution has said there shaU 
be courts of the Union to try causes by the wrongful decision 
of which the Union might be endangered or domestic tran- 
qidllity be disturbed. And what courts? Look again at 
the cases designated. The Supreme Court has no original 
jurisdiction. The constitution has said that the judicial 
powers shall be vested in the Supreme and inferior courts. 
It has declared that the judicial power so vested shall extend 
to the cases mentioned, and that the Supreme Court shall atl 
have original jurisdiction in those cases. 

Evidently, therefore, it has declared that they shall, in tKsf 
first instance, be tried by inferior courts, with appeal to the 
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Bupreme Court. This therefore amounts to a declaration 
that the inferior courts shall exist; since without them the 
citizen is depriyed of those rights for which he stipulated^ or, 
rather, those rights verbally granted would be actually with- 
held; and that great security of our Union, that necessary 
guard of our tranquillity, be completely paralyzed if not 
destroyed. 

In declaring, then, that these tribunals shall exist, it 
equally declares that the Congress shall ordain and establish 
them. I say they shall; this is the evident intention if not 
the express words of the constitution. The convention in 
framing, the American people in adopting that compact, did 
not, could not, presume that the Congress would omit to do 
what they were thus boimd to do. They could not presume 
that the legislature would hesitate one moment in establish- 
ing the organs necessary to carry into effect those wholesome, 
those important provisions. 

The honorable member from Virginia has given us a his- 
tory of the judicial system, and in the course of it has told 
us that the judges of the Supreme Court knew, when they 
accepted their offices, the duties they had to perform and 
the salaries they were to receive. He thence infers that if 
again called on to do the same duties they have no right to 
eomplain. 

Agreed — but that is not the question between us. 
iAwdmitting that liiey have made a hard bai^in and that we 
Biay hold them to a strict performance, is it wise to exact 
ttieir compliance to the injury of our constituents? "We are 
urged to go back to the old system; but let us first examine 
tiie effects of tftat system. The ju<](ges of the Supreme Court 
rode the circuits, and two of them, with the assistance of a 
district judge, held circuit eourts and tried causes. Aa a 
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Supreme Court they have in most cases only an appellate 
jurisdiction. In the first instance^ therefore, they tried a 
cause sitting as an inferior court, and then on appeal tried 
it over again as a supreme court. Thus, then, the appeal 
was from the sentence of the judges to the judges themselves. 
But say, that to avoid this impropriety, you will incapacitate 
the two judges who sat on the circuit from sitting in the 
Supreme Court to review their own decrees. Strike them 
off; and suppose either the same or a contrary decision to 
have been made on another circuit by two of their brethren 
in a similar case, for the same reason you strike them off and 
then you have no court left. Is this wise? Is it safe? You 
place yourselves in the situation where your citizens must be 
deprived of the advantage given to them of a court of 
appeals, or else run the greatest risk that the decision of the 
first court wiU carry with it that of the other. 

The same honorable member has given us a history of the 
law passed the last session, which he wishes now to repeal. 
That history is accurate, at least in one important part of it. 
I believe that all amendments were rejected, pertinaciously 
rejected; stnd I acknowledge that I joined heartily in that 
rejection. It was for the clearest reason on earth. We all 
perfectly understood that to amend the bill was to destroy it; 
that if ever it got back to the other House it would perish. 
Those, therefore, who approved of the general provisions of 
that bill were determined to adopt it We sought the prac- 
ticable good, and would not, in pursuit of unattainable per- 
fection, sacrifice that good to the pride of opinion. We took 
the bill, therefore, with its imperfections, convinced that 
when it was once passed into a law it might be easily 
amended. 
r^ We are now told that this procedure was improper; nay. 
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that it was indecent; that public opinion had declared itself 
against ns; that a majority, holding different opinions, was 
already chosen to the other House, and that a similar major- 
ity was expected for that in which we sit. Mr. President, 
are we then to imderstand that opposition to the majority 
in the two Houses of Congress is improper, is indecent? • 

If so, what are we to think of those gentlemen who, not 
only with proper and decent but with laudable motives, for 
guch is their claim, so long, so perseveringly, so pertina- 
ciously opposed that voice of the people which had so 
repeatedly and for so many years declared itself against 
them through the organ of their representatives? Was this 
indecent in them? If not, how could it be improper for us 
to seize the only moment which was left for the then major- 
ity to do what they deemed a necessary act? Let me again 
refer to those imperious demands of the constitution which 
called on us to establish inferior courts. Let me remind 
gentlemen of their assertion on this floor that centuries 
might elapse before any judicial system could be established 
with general consent. And then let me ask, being thus 
impressed with the sense of the duty and the difficulty of 
performing that arduous task, was it not wise to seize the 
auspicious moment? 

Among the many stigmas affixed to this law we have been 
told that the President, in selecting men to fill the offices 
which it created, made vacancies and filled them from the 
floor of this House; and that but for the influence of this 
circumstance a majority in favor of it could not have been 
jfound. Let us examine this suggestion. It is grounded on 
ft supposition of corrupt influence, derived from a hope 
jfounded on two remote and successive contingencies. 

First, the vacancy might or might not exist; for it 
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depended as well on the acceptance of another as on thi 
President's grant; and, secondly, the President might oc 
might not fill it with a member of this House. 

Yet on this vague conjecture, on this unstable ground, 
it is inferred that men in high confidence violated their duty. 
It is hard to determine the influence of self-interest on the 
heart of man. I shall not, therefore, make the attempt. In 
the present case it is possible that the imputation may be just, 
but I hope not, I believe not. At any rate gentlemen will 
agree with me that the calculation is uncertain and the con-' 
jecture vague. 

But let it now for argument's sake be admitted, saving 
always the reputation of honorable men who are not here to 
defend themselves — let it, I say, for argument's sake be 
admitted that the gentlemen alluded to acted under the 
influence of improper motives. What then? Is a law that 
has received the varied assent required by the constitution 
and is clothed with all the needful formalities thereby invali- 
dated? Can you impair its force by impeaching the motives 
of any member who voted for it! 

Does it follow that a law is bad because all those who con- 
curred in it cannot give good reasons for their votes? Is it 
not before us? Must we not judge of it by its intrinsic 
merit? Is it a fair argument, addressed to our understand- 
ing, to say we must repeal a law, even a good one, if the 
enacting of it may have been effected in any degree by 
improper motives? Or is the judgment of this House so 
feeble that it may not be trusted? 

Gentlemen tell us, however, that the law is maternlly 
defective, nay, that it is unoonstitutiional. What follows? 
Gentlemen bid us repeal it. But is this just reasoning? H 
the law be only defective, why not amend! And. if unoon- 
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ttitutionaly why repeal? In this case no repeal can be 
necoBsary; the law is in itself void; it is a mere dead 
letter. . . . 

We are told that we may violate our constitution because 
similar constitutions have been violated elsewhere. Two 
States have been cited to that effect^ Maryland and Virginia. 
The honorable gentleman from Virginia tells us that when 
this happened in the State he belongs to no complaint was 
made by the judges. I will not inquire into that fact, 
although I have the protest of the judges now lying before 
me: judges eminent for their talents, renowned for their 
learning, respectable for their virtue. I will not inquire 
what constitutions have been violated. I will not ask either 
when or where this dangerous practice began or has been 
followed; I will admit the fact. What does it prove? Does 
it prove that because they have violated we also may violate? 
Does it not prove directly the contrary? Is it not the strong- 
est reason on earth for preserving the independence of our 
tribunals? If it be true that they have with strong hand 
adzed their courts and bent them to their will, ought we not 
to give suitors a fair chance for justice in our courts, or must 
the suffering citizen be deprived of all protection? 

The gentleman from Virginia has called our attention 
to certain cases which he considers as forming necessary 
exceptions to the principles for which we contend. Permit 
me to say that necessity is a hard law and frequently proves 
too much, and let the gentleman recollect that arguments 
which prove too much piove nothing. He has instanced a 
ease where it may He propei* to appoint commissioners, for a 
limited time, to settle some particular description of contro- 
versies. Undoubtedly it is always in the power of Congress 
to form a board of commissioners for particular purposes. 
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He asks, tre these inferior courts, and must they also exist 
forever! I answer that the nature of their offices must 
depend on the law by which they are created; if called to 
exerdse the judicial functions designated by the constitu- 
tion they must have an existence conformable to its 
injunctions. 

Again, he hsis instanced the Mississippi Territory, claimed 
by and which may be surrendered to the State of Georgia, 
and a part of the Union which may be conquered by a 
foreign enemy. And he asks, triumphantly, are our inferior 
courts to remain after our jurisdiction is gone! This case 
rests upon a principle so simple that I am surprised the honor- 
able member did not perceive the answer in the very moment 
when he made the objection. Is it by our act that a country 
is taken from us by a foreign enemy! Is it by our consent 
that our jurisdiction is lost! I had the honor, in speaking 
the other day, expressly and for the most obvious reasons 
to except the case of conquest. As well might we contend 
for the government of a town swallowed up by an 
earthquake. 

[Mr. Mason explained: he had supposed the case of terri- 
tory conquered, and afterwards ceded to the conqueror, or 
some other territory ceded in lieu of it.] 

The case is precisely the same; until after the peace the 
conquest is not complete. Everybody knows that until the 
cession by treaty the original owner has the postliminar 
right to a territory taken from him. Beyond all question, 
w'here Congress is compelled to cede the territory, the 
judges can no longer exist imless the new sovereign confer 
the office. Over such territory the authority of the consti- , 
tution ceases and of course the rights which it confers. 

It is said the judicial institution is intended for the benefit 
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of the people and not of the judge ; and it is complained of 
that in speaking of the office we say it is his office. Undoubt- 
edly the institution is for the benefit of the people. But the 
question remains, how will it be rendered most beneficial? 
Is it by making the judge independent, — ^by making it his 
office; or is it by placing him in a state of abject depend- 
ence, so that the office shall be his to-day and belong to 
another to-morrow? Let the gentleman hear the words of 
the constitution: it speaks of their offices; consequently, as 
applied to a single judge, of his office, to be exercised by him 
for the benefit of the people of America, to which exercise 
his independence is as necessary as his office. 

The gentleman from Virginia has on this occasion 
likened the judge to a bridge and to various other objects; 
but I hope for his pardon if, while I admire the lofty flights 
of his eloquence, I abstain from noticing observations which* 
I conceive to be utterly irrelevant. 

The same honorable member has not only given us his 
history of the Supreme Court, but has told us of the manner 
in which they do business, and expressed his fears that, 
having little else to do, they would do mischief. We are 
not competent, sir, to examine, nor ought we to prejudge 
their conduct. I am persuaded they will do their duty, and 
presume they will have the decency to believe that we do our 
duty. In so far as they may be busied with the great mis- 
chief of checking the legislative or executive departments 
in any wanton invasion of our rights I shall rejoice in that 
)nischief. I hope, indeed, they will not be so busied, 
because I hope we shall give them no cause. But I also hope 
ihey will keep an eagle eye upon us lest we should. It was 
partly for this purpose they were established, and I trust that 
when properly called on they wUl dare to act* I know this 
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doetrine is unpleasant; I know it is more popular to appeal 
to public opinion: that equivocal transient being which 
exists nowhere and everywhere. But if ever the occasion 
calls for it I trust that the Supreme Court will not neglect 
doing the great mischief of saving this constitution, which 
can be done much better by their deliberations than by 
resorting to what are called revolutionary measures. 

The honorable member from North Carolina, sore pressed 
by the delicate situation in which he is placed, thinks he has 
discovered a new argument in favor of the vote which he is 
instructed to give. As far as I can enter into his ideas and 
trace their progress he seems to have assumed the position 
which was to be proved, and then searched through the con- 
stitution, not to discover whether the legislature have the 
right contended for, but whether, admitting them to possess 
it, there may not be something which might not comport 
with that idea. I shall state the honorable member's argu^ 
ment as I understand it, and, if mistaken, pray to be cor* 
rected. He read to us that clause which relates to 
impeachment, and comparing it with that which fixes the 
tenure of judicial office, observed that this clause must relate 
solely to a removal by the executive power, whose right to 
remove, though not indeed anywhere mentioned ii\ the 
constitution, has been admitted in a practice foimded on 
legislative construction. 

That, as the tenure of the office is during good behavior, 
and, as the clause respecting impeachment does not specify 
misbehavior, there is evidently a cause of removal which 
cannot be reached by impeachment, and of course, the 
executive not being permitted to remove, the ri^t mu»k 
necessarily devolve on the legislature. Is this the honorable 
member's argument? If it be, the reply is very simple- 
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iMisbeliavior is not a term known in our law; the idea is 
tapressed by the word " misdemeanor ; " which word is in the 
clause quoted respecting impeachments. Taking, therefore, 
the two together, and speaking plain old English, the consti- 
tution says: 

" The judges shall hold their offices so long as they shall 
demean themselves well ; but if they shall misdemean, if they 
shall, on impeachment, be convicted of misdemeanor, they 
shall be removed." 

Thus, sir, the honorable member will find that the one 
olause is just as broad as the other. He will see, therefore, 
that the legislature can assume no right from the deficiency 
of either, and will find that this clause, which he relied on, 
goes, if rightly understood, to the confirmation of our 
doctrine. 

Is there a member of this House who can lay his hand on 
bis heart and say that consistently with the plain words of 
iDur constitution we have a right to repeal this law? I 
believe not. And if we undertake to construe this consti- 
tution to our purposes and say tibiat public opinion is to be our 
[judge, there is an end to all constitutions. To what will not 
this dangerous doctrine lead? Should it to-day be the popu- 
lar wish to destroy the first magisrtrate, you can destroy him ; 
and should he to-morrow be able to conciliate to himself the 
will of the people and lead them to wish for your destrucr 
Hon, it IB easily effected. Adopt this principle, and the whim 
jDf the moment will not only be the law but the coiurtitation 
of our country. 

The gentleman from Virginia has mentioned a great 
tiation brought to the feet of one of her servants. Bat why 
is she in that situation? Is it not because popular opinion 
was called on to decide everytiiing until those who wore 
bayonets decided for all the rest? Our situation is peculiar* 
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At present our national compact can prevent a State from 
acting hostilely towards the general interest. But let this 
compact be destroyed, and each State becomes instan- 
taneously vested with absolute sovereignty. Is there no 
instance of a similar situation to be found in history? Look 
at the States of Greece. They were once in a condition not 
unlike to that in which we should then stand. They treated 
the recommendations of their Amphictyonic council, which 
was more a meeting of ambassadors than a legislative assem- 
bly, as we did the resolutions of the old Congress. Are we 
wise? So were they. Are we valiant? They also were 
brave. Have we one common language and are we united 
imder one head? In this also there was a strong resem- 
blance. But by their divisions they became at first victims 
to the ambition of Philip, and were at length swallowed up 
in the Roman Empire. Are we to form an exception to the 
general principles of human nature and to all the examples 
of history? And are the maxims of experience to become 
false when applied to our fate? 

Some, indeed, flatter themselves that our destiny will be 
like that of Eome. Such indeed it might be, if we had the 
same wise but vile aristocracy under whose guidance they 
became the masters of the world. But we have not that 
strong aristocratic arm which can seize a wretched citizen, 
scourged almost to death by a remorseless creditor, turn him 
into the ranks^ and bid him, as a soldier, bear our eagle in 
triumph round the globe! I hope to God we shall never 
have such an abominable institution. But what, I ask, will 
be the situation of these States, organized as they now are, 
if by the dissolution of our national compact they be left 
to themselves? What is the probable result? We shall 
either be the victims of , f px^ign intrigue and split into 
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factions, fall under the domination of a foreign power, or 
else, after the misery and torment of civil war, become the 
subjects of a usurping military despot. What but this 
compact, what but this specific part of it, can save us from 
ruin? 

The judicial power, that fortress of the constitution, is 
now to be overturned. Yes, with honest Ajax, I would not 
only throw a shield before it, I would build around it a 
wall of brass. But I am too weak to defend the rampart 
against the host of assailants. I must call to my assistance 
their good sense, their patriotism and their virtue. Do not, 
gentlemen, suffer the rage of passion to drive reason from 
her seat. If this law be indeed bad, let us join to remedy 
the defects. Has it been passed in a manner which wounded 
your pride or roused your resentment? Have, I conjure 
you, the magnanimity to pardon that offence. I entreat, I 
implore you, to sacrifice those angry passions to the interests 
of our country. Pour out this pride of opinion on the altar 
of patriotism. Let it be an expiatory libation for the weal 
of America. Do not, for God's sake, do not suffer that 
pride to plunge us all into^the abyss of ruin. 

Indeed, indeed, it will be but of little, very little avail, 
whether one opinion or the other be right or wrong; it will 
heal no wounds, it will pay no debts, it will rebuild no 
ravaged towns. Do not rely on that popular will which has 
brought us frail beings into political existence. That 
opinion is but a changeable thing. It will soon change. 
This very measure will change it. You will be deceived. 
Do not, I beseech you, in reliance on a foundation so frail, 
commit the dignity, the harmony, the existence of our nation 
to the wild wind. Trust not your treasure to the waves. 
Throw not your compass and your charts into the ocean. 
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Do not believe that its billows will waft you into port 
Indeed, indeed, you will be deceived. Cast not away this 
only anchor of our safety. I have seen its progress. I know 
the difficulties through which it was obtained: I stand in the 
presence of Almighty God and of the world; and I declarei 
to you that if you lose this charter, never! no, never wilL 
you get another I We are now perhaps arrived at the 
parting point. Here, even here, we stand on the brink of 
fate. Pause — pause — for heaven's sake, pause ! I 
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